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PRE     FACE. 


'T^  H  £  performances  corttaiijed  ib  the  preitfnt 
Volume,  arc  Aich,  as  it  is  prtAtmcdj  oaght 
to  have  made  a  part  of  the  Edition  of  Dr.  John- 
fon's  Works  lately  pdbliibed.  Their  autbehti- 
chy  will  need  no  other  proof  than  the  internal 
evidence  they  exhibit^  though  were  fuch  proof 
fequired/except  in  one  or  two  inftarices^  it  might 
without  much  difficulty  be  produced.  The  merit 
of  the  fevcral  piec^  will  hardly  be  controverted. 
Why  they  were  omitted  is  of  no  importaoc»  to 
enquire. 

The  reluftince  *hich  Dr.  Johnfon  alwayrf 
/hewed  to  giving  any  information  concerning  hia 
anonymoits  works,  and  his  filence  to  all  enqui- 
ries on  that  fubje£t,  have  left  much  to  conjec- 
tufe,  and  been  the  caufe  of  fome  miftaEes.  It 
is  incredible^  that  he  fliould  have  afTumed  to 
bimfelf  the  works  of  other  writers,  and  there- 
fore it  is  more  probable,  that  he  tacitly  acquiefced 
to  enquiries  which  he  was  refolved  not  to  fatisfy  ■ 
atid  would  not  contradidt.  Thofe  who  knew  him 
beft  are  convinced,  that  he  left  no  dn'e£tiofl$  bd- 
hind  him  on  Che  fubjed  c>f  any  Edition  of  his 
A  2  Works, 
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Works,  or  fuch  only  as  on  a  Arid  enquiry  woutd 
be  found  to-  be  toe^  haflily  admitted. 

That  this  excellent  Writer,  in  whoiepraife  too 
xnucb  cannot  be  Taid,  fhould  have  negleded  to 
publiih  a  complete  Edition  of  his  works  in  his 
Hfe-time,  will  be  a  fubjcdt  of  regret  with  many, 
and  not  without  reafon ;  but  when  it  is  confi- 
dered  with  what  care  he  wrote,  how  little  he 
altered,  and  how  little  room  there  is  for  altera- 
tion, it  will  diminifb  fome  of  our  concern,  it 
was  very  juilly  obferved  by  a  celebrated  female 
writer,  that  were  an  angel  to  give  the  imprima- 
tuTp  Dr.  Johnfon's  works  were  among  thofe  very 
few  which  would  not  be  leflen^d  by  a  line  *. 
It  may  be  farther  obferved,-  that  nothing  really 
written  by  him  has  been  yet  brought  to  light 
which  can  in  any  degree  difgrace  his  memory. 
Whatever  injury  his  charadcr  has  fuftained,  no 
part  of  it  can  with  juftice  be  imputed  to  his 
writings. 

The  publication  of  Pofthumous  Works  is  liable 
to  many  objcdions :  From  the  inequalities  of 
fome  of  our  beft  writers,  it  has  been  often  found 
injurious  to  their  reputation,  to  colled  every 
fcattered  fragment  of  their  produdions.  Still 
more  injurious  may  it  be  thought  to  revive  fuch 
performances  as  the  more  mature  judgment  of 

*  Kozti's  AjKcdotet,  p.  i8a. 

an 
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ib  Author  nfay  deem  proper  to  configti  to  obli-' 
tioo.  The  firil  of  thefe  objedionsf  as  has  beetf 
already  obfenredi  will  not  apply  to  the  works  o^ 
Dr.  Johnfon..  He  always  made  it  a  niic«  on  no. 
eccafion,  to  relax  his  attentioni  and  thereforo 
will  bo  Ibund  to  require  no  indulgence  on  ac-> 
count  <^  inaccuracies  or  negligence.  To  thtt 
other  objedion,  tbe  prefent  Editor  hardly  eon* 
ceivcs  it  incumbent  on  him  to  reply.  It  no 
^here  appears  what  Dr.  Johnfon's  rentimentt 
were  on  this  fubjedt,  and  were  they  knowa 
(though  intitled  to  great  deference)  it  would  be 
ftill  a  queftion  how  far  an  Author  is  to  be  conlt* 
dered,  as  the  fole  judge  of  what  ought  to  be 
fupprefled  of  works  already  in  print.  Various 
circumftances  may  concur  to  place  the  fentiments 
of  ao  Author  and  his  reader  at  variance  with  each 
other.  Were  the  determinations  of  writers  on 
this  fubjeft  confidered  as  final,  and  without  ap- 
peal, many  excellent  pieces  which  confer  honour 
on  the  nation,  muil  in  that  cafe  ceafe  to  be  print- 
ed. It  cannot  howeyer  be  denied,  but  there  if 
ibmc  reafon  to  believe,  that  had  Dr.  Johnfon  re*. 
rifed  his  own  works  for  publication,  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  Volumes,  containing  thofeexquifite 
models  of  fenatorial  eloquence,  and  probably  the 
firft  two  pieces  of  the  preient  Volume,  would  have 
beea  excluded.  To  afk  whether  the  public 
J  would 
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Would  tiave  fubmitted  to  Aich  SA  etda&oh,  is 
little  ihort  of  an  infult  on  taft^  criticifm  and 
common  fenfe. 

Tn  collecting  the  materials  which  compoie  th« 
prefent  Volume,  recourse  has  been  bad  to  th« 
friends  of  Dr.  Johnfon  now  living,  and  from 
them  the  chief  authorities  for  afcribing  the  fe- 
deral pieces  to  him  have  been  derived.  For  th« 
few  notes  marked  E.  the  Editor  is  anfwerable. 
If  they  arc  not  very  important,  they  iblictt  no 

•  praife,  and  are  too  few  to  need  a  long  apology. 
To  conclude,  the  Editor,  on  a  final  review  of 
the  Volume  before  it  is  delivered  to  the  Public, 
perceives  no  rcafon  to  apprehend  that  the  pieces 
here  reftored'  to  their  Author  ought  to  bare  been 
fupivcfled.     Had  he  the  fllghteft  idea  that  the 

,  prcfent  publication  would  in  tht  leaft  affe&  the 
reputation  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  no  confideration- " 
would  have  induced  him  to  have  been  any  way 
•cccflary  to  it.  On  a  fuhjeft  of  this-  kind  ho 
is  fenlible,  eppofite  opinions  will  be  held  by 
weli  meaning  perfons.  To  the  fenfe  of  the 
Pviblic  it  large,  however,  all  quefllons  of  thi» 
fort  muft  ultimately  be  fubmitted,  and  he  feels 
90  FcJu£tance  to  abide  by  the  Public  opinion, 
whether  it  Iball  end  in  cenfure  or  approbation. 
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LYNN     m     NORFOLK. 


IN  N9tfo3c^  near  the  town  of  Lyrni,  in  a  field  irfuch 
an  ancient  tractiuoa  of  the  countiy  aflirms  to  hare 
been  <mce  a  deep  lake  or  itieer,  and  which  sppean  fiixn 
authentic  rccwds  to  have  been  called,  about  two  hun^ 
drcd  years  ago,  Palus,  or  theMarih,  was  dilcpvcred  sot 
long  fince  a  large  Iqiiare  ftone,  which  is  found  upon  an 
caaBi  in^dion  to  be  a  kind  c^  coarfe  marble,  of  a 
ibbAance  hot  firm  enough  to  admit  of  bdng  polilhed, 
yet  hardar  dun  our  coinimon  quameB  aflfc«d,  and  nor 
B  2  cafily 
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eafily  fufcepuble  of  injuries  from  weather  or  outward 
accidents. 

lt«B  breu^  to  Hgbt  by  a  farmw,  who  eWen-ing 
his  plough  obftruftcd  by  fomething,  through  which  the 
fliare  could  not  make  its  way,  ordered  his  fervanp  to  re- 
move it.  This  was  not  efFefted  without  fome  difficulty, 
the  fe)ne  bcijig  three  fe«  foar  inches  deep,  and  four 
feet  fquare  in  the  ftiperficies,  and  confcquently  of  a 
weight  not  eafily  manageable.  However,  by  the  ap- 
plicatien  of  levere,  it  was  at  length  r^ed,  and  conveyed 
K>  a  comer  of  the  field,  where  it  lay  for  fome  months 
entirely  unr^arded :  nor  perhaps  had  we  ever  been  made 
acquainted  with  this  venerable  relique  of  antiquity,  had 
jiot  our  good  fortune  been  greater  than  our  curiofity. 

A  Gentleman,  well  known  to  the  learned  woHd,  and 
diftinguiflied  by  the  patronage  of  the  Macertas  of  Nor- 
/fltt,.whofe  name,  was  I  permitted  to  mention  it,  would 
excite  the  attention  of  my  reader,  and  add  no  fmall  au- 
thority to  my  conjeftures,  obferving,.  as  he  was  walking 
that  way,  that  the  douds  b^an  to  gather  and  threaten 
him  with  a  fliower,  had  recourfe  for  llielter  to  the  trees 
under  which  this  ftone  happened  to  lie,  and  fat  down 
vptM  it  in  CKpcaadon  of  fair  wctther.  At  iet^  he 
b^an  to  amt^  lumfey  in  his  cMifinement,  by  clearing 
iks  earth  &om  his  feat  with  the  point  of  his. cute  t  vaA 
)ad  cmtinued  this  employment  Ibne  time,  when  be  ob- 
fared  faneral  traces  of  letters  annque  aod  irregular, 
v^di  by  being  very  deci^  engnmn  were  ftSl  eaiH^ 
diitinguifluble. 

This  difcovery  (a  fiu-  mkd  his  cunofity,  that  going 
home  mun^Aaoety,  ha  procmd  an  infliuAeac  proper 


)  by  Google 


MARMOS.  KORFOLCIENSE.       | 

for  cutdng  out  the  clay,  dutt  fiUed  up  th«  fpaces  of 
die  letters,  and  with  very  fittte  l^wur  nude  tiie  infcrip- 
tiwi  Ic^ble,  which  b  here  odubited  to  the  public : 

POST-GENITIS. 

Cum  iapidem  tunc,   magni 
^Ht  nmc  jacet  incok  Jhgnu 
VA  feie  gquus  tlOfgett 
Fel  orator  vomer*  frtm^i 
Sentiet  agrd  metus^ 
Effmdet  fatriu  fiftui, 
Uitoraqtte'  uf  JluStUt 
Refomhtmt  oppaia  biSht: 
Nam  fteainda  rilbrt 
Serpent  per  prata  c^ubrif  . 
Gramiim  vafiaraes, 
Fhres  fr^uJuue  votintteSt 
Omtua  fadoftieSi 
J^tianteSy  ei  Jpoiiatitei  i 
^umgmm  baxd  puffuutt, 
Ruia  pet  omBa  minactit 
Fares  aifque  timere, 
£t  pt^i  ai/fui  lahrt' 
HorriJa  dementes 
Rjtpiet  ^ior£a  gitoes, 
'Phrima  time  lept 
i^iWiit,  fbtrima  r^tt 
NsHat  etmetfi 
£i  miiem  tme  eentrm^  itrfi 
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Cfntlnat  tune  latis 
Fkrehaa  Ma  pratit, 
.  Nie  Jremere  audebit 
Lao,  Jed  violare  timebity 
Omaa  ienjiutus 
Pepdari  pafcua  Utus. 
jbite  octdos  tunes 
Cdlceaios  et  cruciaiM 
,    Jam  feret.  iptavfiSy 
Vetitaque  Ubtdine  pravus. 
Efi  quoque  quod  mruMty 
^od  dicas  denique  ^Snm, 
'  Sanguinem  equus  Jit^t, 
Neqttt  hellua  viila-  remugit. 

Thefe  lines  he  cfvefully  copied,  accompanied  in  his  letter 
rf  Juhf  19,  with  the  following  tranflation. 

To    POSTERITY, 

IFbme^er  this  ftone,  mw  hid  htmatb  the  lake^ 
'The  borfe  jhaU  trample,  v  the  fkugb  /bail  break, 
?2>CT,  O  mr  comtry  I  JbaU  tbon  greax  diftr^^ 
Grief  Jw^  thine  eyes.,  md  terr^  thiS  thy  bre(ifi^ 
Jiy  finets  with  violence  of  wee  'paUfomH^    . 
Loud  as  the  billows  burfiing  on  the  'ground.  "." 
Then  tbro'  thy  fields  fidO  Jcarlet  reptiles  firt^i 
And  rapine  and  pollution  mark  their  tofff.  ■    "  '* 
Their  hunpj  fwarms  the  peacefid  vaie  fiaS  fH^ 
Still  fierce  to  threaten,  JHU  efrM  to  j%itf ;     . 

'    -'  SV 
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TW  timing  year's  v>boU  p-oduS  JbaQ  devour y 

h^atiate  ^ck  the  fruitt  and  crop  the  few'r  :  , 

Shall  ghatott  m  the  aiduftrums  peafMts  ^cil^ 

Rob  wilbout  feoTi  and  fatten  imtbout  toil. 

Jhen  e'er  the  •wtrUJbaU  ^cord  ftretch  ber  vmgs^ 

Sings  cbange  their  lawjy  and  kingdoms  chaise  their  kuigj. 

"The  bear-enrag'd  tb'  ^^Hgbted  moon  Jhall  Jreedi 

The  lilies  e'er  the  vales  Jriim^ht^  Jpread; 

Nw  fi>all  the  lym,  wont  of  old  to  reign 

Demotic  e'er  the  defolafed  piatMj  . 

Henc<fmb  tb'  inviolable  bloom  invade^ 

Or  dare  to  murmur  in  the  fiwo'ry  gUuU  % 

Us  totii0''d  Jm  fiiall  die  b^ore  his  fae*t 

fVbile  be  lies  melting  in  a  lewd  embrace; 

^indy  yet  more  ftrange  !  his  veins  a  borfe  jhall  drain. 

Nor  JhaU  the  pt^ve  coward  once  cemplmn, 

I  make  not  the  leaft  doubt,  but  iliat  diis  learned  per-? 
loD  has  given  us,  as  an  andquaty,  a  true  and  uncon-> 
trovcrtible  r^jrefeotadon  of  the  writer's  meaning,  and 
am  fure  he  can  confinn  it  by  innumerable  quotations 
from  the  authors  of,  the  middle  1^,  fliould  he  be  pub-, 
.Ucly  catted  upon  by  any  man  of  eminent  rank  in  the 
tepubl^  of  letters ;  nor  will .  he  deny  the  world  that  fa- 
tis&Aion,  provided  the  animadverter  proceeds  with  that, 
fobrieiy  and  modefty,  with  which  it  becomes  every  learn- 
ed man  to  tr^  ft  ftdsjeiEt  of  fuch  importance. 
-  Yet  with  all  proper  deference  to  a  name  ib  juftiy  ce-' 
lebrated,  I  will'  take  die  firedom  trf"  obferving  diat  he' 
has  fucceeded  better  as  a  fcholar  than  a  poet  -,  havings 
fallen  below  the  ftrength,  the  concifenefs,  and  at  the 
B  4  fame 
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feme  time  below  the  perfpicuity  of  his  author..  X  ihall 
iwM  point  but  the  particular  poflSiges  in  which  this  difpa- 
rity  is  rem^kid>le,  but  content  myfdf  with  faying  in 
general,  that  the  critkifins,  wbidi  tfwre  is  room  for  on 
this  iraBllaa<}h>  mfty  be  alm<^  an  incittment:  to  fome 
lawyer,  ftudknn  .of  antiquity,  txy  Icam  Jjain. 

The  infcrtption  wWch  I  now  proceed  to  Coniidtr^. 
wants  no  arguments  to  prove  its  lyitiqittty  to  thofe  anong 
the  learned,  who  arc  verfed  io  Ae  writws  rf  the  darktr 
ages,  and  know  that  the  Latin  Poetry  of  diofc  times  was 
of  a  peculiar  caft  and  ur,  not  eaJy  to  be  underftoodi 
and  very  difficult  to  be  imitated,  nor  can  it  be  conceived' 
that  any  man  would  lay  oat  kis  abilities  on  it  way  of  writ- 
ing, which  though  attained  with  much  ftudy  could  gain 
him  no  reputatifm,  and  engravfi  his  dumftras  on  a  Ikme 
to  aftonifli  pofl:«rity. 

Its  antiquity  therefore  is  out  of  difpute,  but  how  high 
«  degree  of  Mitjquity  is  to  lie  »ffigned  it,  there  la  mare 
ground  for  eiiqiriry  than  dwerminadon.  How  early 
£*fw-rtiyme9  made  their  appearance-in  the  world  is^ycr 
undecided  by  tfw  critics.  Vcrftsof  iMs  kind  were  c^llfed 
Lemec,  but  -wltence  iiicy  derived  that  appellation  die 
kamed  •  Cam  Jen  corifeflfcs  himfitf  igiiofant,  fo  that  the- 
ttile  carries  no  ceitaan  marks  of  its  age.  I  fliaH  only 
cAjftrrc  ferrfitr  on  'this  headj  that  the  charafters  *c 

»  •  See  hi*  R«niains,  ifin,  p.  337,  '*  RiiHlof  reHes  which  aJ*-' 
*■'  called  fii/ui  Lnaini,  I  Jcnow  not  vtterRfi|n  (fiir  x  iytm'i  nile 
"  doth  not  anrwer  to  the  nuddle  part*  fw  th^<  veH«*  doe)  begHtt: 
"  IB  the  time  of  Canlut  Magnus,  and  were  -only  in  requell  then- 
**  and  in  many  afcs  following,  which  delighieif  ia  nothing  more 
•'then  io  this  ninAietJic  oTmeerers."     E. 
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nearly  of  the  fame  &rm'  with  dtofe  on  King  Jrtkt^i- 
coffin  i  but  wheAer  from  their  fimilitude  we  may  venture 
«}pron<Aincetiiemof  dte  iMoedMe,  I  mt^  refer  »}  the 
dccifion  of  better  judges. 

Our  inability  to  fls  the  age  of  tins  infcription  necef- 
fkrily  infers  our  ignonmce  of  its  authcM-,  ^th  rel^ofi  to 
whom  many  conubverfies  may  be  ftarKd  worthy  of  the 
inoft;  profound  leutiing,  and  mod:  inde^gaUe  diligence. 
The  fiift  qtteftion  that  naturally  wifes  is,  Whether  he 
was  a  Britm  or  a  Saxm  ?  I  had  at  firft  conceived  fome 
hope,  that  in  this  (^ueftion,  in  which  not  only  the  idle 
curioBty  of  imtuofo*,  but  the  honour  of  two  mi^iry  na- 
tions is  concerned,  fc»ne  iftfonnaoGn  might  be  drawn 
&om  the  word  Patria,  [my  country]  in  die  chird  line  1 
En^ani  being  not  in  propriety  of  fpeech  the  country  of 
the  Saxons  -,  sc  le^  not  at  their  firft  Arrival,  But  upon 
farther  refteftion  this  iu-gument  appeared  not  conclufive, 
fince  we  find  that  in  idl  ages,  foreigners  have  affe^ed  xsi, 
call  JSngil*^  then-  cowitty,  even  when  like  die  Saxtns  of  _ 
old  diey  came  only  to  jJunder  it. 

An  ar^ment  in  favour  of  the  Britons^  may  indeed  bv^ 
town  from  t^  tendemefs^  widk  ^uch  the  author  feem»' 
M  lament  his  eonntry,  and  the  con4>aflion  he  ffaows  for. 
its  i^proaching  calamities.  I,  who  am  a  defcendinV 
£nmi  the  Saxons,  and  ttiettfdK  tinwilling  ra  fay  any  thing 
dnogatory  from  the  reputation  of  my  fiM^^Kberst  Ihuftf 
yet  aHo«  this  argument  ks  foil  for£«  1  for  it  hAs  b«W 
rarely,  Tefy  rately,'known  that  fewigficW,  however  *dfc 
treated,  carcfied,  enriched,  flattered  or  exalted,  -httve 
regained  this  ccrantty  with  the  lefift  gratituikt^r  afle^^otiy 

tifl 
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till  the  race  has,  by  long  condnuanoe,  after  many  gene- 
ntioas,  beea  n:^curalized  and  aQimilated. 

They  have  been  ready  upon  all  occaHons  to  prefer 
the  petry  intercfts  of  their  own  (;ountry,  though  perhaps 
only  ibme  delblate  and  worthk&  corner  of  the  world. 
They  have  employed  the  wealth  of  Exglaad,  in  paying 
ttopps  to  defend  mud-wall  towns,  and  uninhabitable 
it>cks>  and  in  ptirchafing  buriers  for  territories,  <^ which. 
the  natural  fterility  fecured  them  from  invafion. 

TUs  argument,  which  wanti  no  particular  inftances 
to  confirm  ic»  is>  I  confers,  of  the  greateft  weight  in  this 
qudtion,  and  inclines  me  ffaongly  to  beheve,  that  the 
benevolent  author  of  this  prediction  mull:  have  been 

lOKN  aB&ITON.  ..... 

.  The  learned  difcoverer  of  the  infcription  was  pkafcd 
Id  infift  with  great  warmth  upon  the  etymology  erf"  t^& 
■wwdPafrw,  wluch  fignifying,  fays  he,  tke  Uu^  ^..PfX: 
ff^bfTj  could  be  made  ufe  of  by  non^  but  fuch  whole 
^Qcefiors  had  refided  here :  but  in  ai^wer  .to  this  demon-, 
firadon,  as  he  called  it,  I  only-defired  him  xa  take  qoticea 
Kow  coornioa-itis  £}r  intruders  of  yefterday,  tp.^u^d 
ibfiiame  tide  wkh  the  ancient  proprietors,  mi4  havifift 
jvft  received  an.  eft^e  by  voluntary. ^p^ta'tft.ergft  a; 
4«{n  of  bfrtdUary  rtgkl-.  ,     . 

-.  Ner  is  -ij; .  te&  diffi^ulp  to  form  any  fatisfaiftory  con- 
jfi^i^ej:coni;$riuj)g  &^e  rank  or  condition  of  the  writer, 
iRhsh  cQotefiteci.witk  .a  qonfcipufhels  of  having  done  his 
4^,  -in  -kaying.  this  foleqiji.  warning  to  his.  counuy, 
(wgns  ftudJiQuOy  to  have  avoided  that  Yeneradon,to  which 
his  hftowlcdEmrf  futurity  undoubtedly  entided^lum,_aiid 
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liiDfe  braiouh  -wfaidi  ius  mctnorf  might  juftly  claim 
from  the  gratitude  of  pofteritf,  and  has  theref(»%  left  na 
trace,  by  vAach  die  moft  lagacious  and  diligent  enquirer 
CSD  hc^todifcoverhim.  % 

Tlus  cofiduA  akme  oti^t  to  convince  us,  thu  the 
|)cedi^(m  ii  of  no  fmsU  importance  to  mankind,  fince 
the  author  of  it  appears  not  to  have  been  inQuenced  t^ 
any  other  motive  than  that  nc^le  and  exalted  philan" 
Aropy^  which  i$  above  the  nairow  views  of  reoon^enfi; 
or  applaufe. 

That  intereft  had  no  fharc  in  this  infcriptioni  is  evident 
bey(^  difpDte,  fincc  the  age  in  which  he  lived  Feceived 
nather  pleaTure  nw  inftruftioo  from  it  Nor  is  it  kls 
ai^nrent  from  the  iu^trelBon  of  his  name,  that  he  wa» 
equally  a  ftraoger  to  th^t  mid  defire  of  fame,  urtiich 
has  fomctimes  in&tuatt^  the  nobleft  minds. 

.HJB  inodefly,  howevef,  has  not  bwn  able  whoUy  to 
ami^tuih  that  cvuic^ijr,-  wluch  ib  naoirally  leads  us, 
when  we  admire ,  a  performance,  to  enquire  after  the 
uidtor.  Thofe  vhonil  have  confulted  on  this^cafion, 
and  my  zeal  for  the  hmpur-of  this  b^nefador-of  jny 
country,  has  not  fuffered  me  to  forget  a  lingle  antiiyiary 
of  reputuion,  have,  idmolt  iinanim(Hi%  determined,  t^tax. 
itvaa  written  ^a  K^.j ,  For  whete  eUe,.  faid  they,  as; 
we  to .cgepe$:  'that  grefttne^  of  mind,  and  tb^  di^inii^ 
o£-^re£Mi,  fo  eniinendy  confpicuous  inithii  infcripuoB  j 
- ,  K U  %tfh  *  proper  fenfe  ofi  the  wcakiieis«f  my  owq 
al^tic!^  that  I  venture  to  lay  bcf(»e  the  pi^c«  the  pe%j 
fofis  wluch  hinder  me  from  concurryig  with,  this  pf^ajoBi 
v^iich  1  am  noiLOltfy  inclined  to  favour  by  my'xq^^ 
fix-  tlK'.aucbais'.of  itt.but  by  a  napiral.  affection: ^ 
,    .  mooarchy. 
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AQurChj,  and  a  preniti^  indinatud  tti  bidieri,  chat 
tmtf  eMrUeac«  u  inheecBC  ia  aking. 

T4£«Ademn  an  t^)nnaa  fb  agireaUe  to  die  irveicnce 
due  to  the  regal  digmty,  and  cooatenanced  bjr  fo  gmat 
sit&dnties)  witi^oHt  a  )«>t^  aAd  accimue  dUculKdrt,  would 
be  «  VEmtrkf  juftty.  Uable  to  die  fenreft  denfuru.  A 
f^>dR:ttiMs  mi  onogBBit  decominathm  of  a  conooverTy 
t£  &tA  imp«rtaiic«,  wd^  doubdefe  be  treated  by  Um 
bttfiVtial  itid  ca»£d  whh  the  ufrftoft  in^gnadoti. 

But  as  I  have  too  high  an  idea  of  thekamiagof  mf 
OMtemportiries*  to  obttutk  my  crsd^  hfiffy,  or  Udi- 
gefted  notions  en  the  puMc,  I  h»%  prooMded  ttfkh  ^M 
v&na&  degree  -^f  ^fiidtfrtce  cLfid  cdwdoaf  I  have  ^ 
qucndy  reviewed  all  raf  ttpioatmi  ttaced  diewi  bapb- 
iwrds  DO  Aeir  fiift  principles,  «»dtffcde«arf  mefhodof 
examination  fo  difeorer  irhedier  aU  thd  ddtki£tiOfa  ncM 
ftitural  and  juft,  find  whether  J  waft  mt  impafai  «ti  by 
htnt  fpecioui  fBxcy ;  but  Ae&nfv^  I  duvied  ny  411^ 
e^ksy  and  «wi  longef  I  ^wSt  «t)«i  -dws  grew  p»o^ 
Ac  mw*  wai  I  wwmnccd,  in  fpivt  *f  tii  my  pw^u« 
dices-,  thst  Ais  wondefful  pred^^n  was  ik«  wrktwi  i^ 

■iFof  ^tef  a  laborkrets  and  aitwiftive  penria*  «f  hil^e»j 
Memoirs,  ^hroniclcsj  Kv«s,  cfiun^berS)  vin^talSAi^ 
|«liet^yrie5^afld<p(ttt^,  I  cdtlM  Rhd  no  Juffi(^i«r  OH-- 
IIM^  ^  ^li^Hbtng'Efr'itfff  Of  ot)F  £Mj*^' /VK)^ 
tfWtf  .j$^&d9ti9'  ^  gloricius,  aay  pt«^hef{Gil  kMwledga  or 
iWHbiefto^  tit  IbCUficy :  whk-h,  when-  «e  SMfidia-  Inw 
ittKtfK^  vlrtiidiEUttAf^tMtii  h(m  fetM  thcf  are  o^- 
^m^,  tmA  bow  loudly  diey  »c  c«ldj»is?i^  a£»A  t 
]tttMi*ai)|iiiactit  k  kaft^  that  nue  of  tfadpa  h>9«  ml 
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any  cUim  go  dus  cfaarafter.  For  why  fhould  Inftariaot 
have  omined  co  cmbellilh  their  accounts  ynA  £ieK  s 
ftriking drcnmftance  f  or  if  the  hHitorics  of  ijucagc  are 
loft  by  tengih  of  Ovc*.  iriijr  was  not  fo  wtcomnKm  m 
eiceUcnce  traofmitEed  to  peAcrity  in  ihc  more  l^fliog 
colours  c£  poetry  ?  Wan  thit  whappf  age  withqvt  « 
Laureac  ?  Was  there  then  no  Tmig  *  or  i'Aii'StiM  i?  Wt 
Ward  \  or  iStcM  \  to  &ttch  fiich  vmden  from  oUi- 
vicm,  and  immortaHze  a  prince  of  fuch  cspicitics  f  If 
^  was  rea^  the  cafe,  let  us  congratuliic  vuifdfca 
upon  bdng  rclerved  for  better  days ;  dayi  &>  fiuitftil  ef 
happy  writtts,  that  no  princely  virtue  can  Si'use  in  rauu 
Our  monardu  are  furrounded  witU  refined  fpirits>  lb 
penttrating  that  they  frequently  difcovor  ia  rfoir  maf- 
Kfi  giresc  qualities  iinn^te  R>  vulgar  eyes,  and  nhidi. 
did  not  tluy  puUiih  th^n  to  nunkind.  vpuld  be  un^ 
otderred  &ir  ever. 

Nor  is  it  ealy  to  find  la  tha  lives  of  omr  monarehs 
many  ioflanccs  of  that  regard  for  pc^rity,  vluch  feenis 
to  have  been  die  piervling  temper  of  this  venerate  maou 
I  has%  £ddoin  in  any  of  die  gracious  fpeecVs  delivered 
Crom  die  tfarone,  ajid  received  vridi  the  higheft  graikude 
aod  lads&dion  by  bodi  Hou&i  of  PariiiaineQCj  dHcovered 
aay  other  concern  thaa  &r  the  curtcnc  year*  for  which 
fi^qiba  are  generally  deminded  io  very  preBing  terms, 
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and  fomedmes  fuch  as  imply  no  remarkabk  foUcicode 
forpoflxrity. 

Nodiing  indeed  can  be  more  unreofonabk  and  abfurd, 
dian  to  require  that  t  mon»^h>  diftra£)xd  with  cares 
and  furrounded  inth  enemks,  fliould  involve  himfelf  in 
ItipcrBuous  anxieties^  by  an  unnecefEiry  concern  about 
future  generations.  Are  not  pretenders,  mock-pacriocs» 
maTquerades,  c^mas,  birth-nights,  treaues,  conventionsi 
revievs,  drawing-rooms,  die  births  o[  hdrs,  and  the 
deaths  of  queens,  fufficicnc  to  overwhelm  any  c^^iacity 
but  that  of  a  king  ?  Surely  he  that  acquits  himlelf  liic- 
cdsfully  of  iuch  affairs,  may  content  himfelf  with  the' 
glory  be  acquires,  and  leave  pofterity  to  tus  fucceflbrs. 

That  this  has  been  die  conduct  of  moft  princes,  is 
evident  6t>m  the  accounts  of  all  ages  and  nations ;  and 
therefne  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  that  I  have, 
without  juft  reafons,  dep^ved  this  infcription'of  the 
veneration  it  might  demand  as  the  work  of  a  kii^. 

With  what  labcMious  ftruggles  againft  prgudice  and 
indinationi  tnth  what  eff<»ts  of  reafoning,  and  petti- 
nacity  of  felf-denial,  I  have  prevailed .  upon  myfelf  to 
lacrifice  the  honour  of  this  monument  to  the  love  of 
truth,  none  who  are  unacquainted  ^th  the  fixidnefs  d 
a  etimmentator  will  be  able  to  ctMiceive.  But  this  in- 
fiance  will  be,  I  hope,  fufficient  to  convince  the  public, 
that  I  write  with  fincerity,  and  that  whatever  my  fucce& 
may  be,  my  intentions  are  good. 

Where  we  are  to  look  for  our  author,  it  ftill  remains 
lo  be  CMifidercd ;  vdiether  in  the  high  road  of  pubfic 
emjdoyments,  or  the  by-paths  of  privatx  life; 

It 
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It  has  always  been  ob&rved  of  thofe  that  frequent  a 
courts  that  they  ^xm^  by  a  kind  of  contagiDn,  cacdt 
the  regal  ^irit  of  negle&ing  futurity.  The  mlnifter 
forms  an  expedient  to  fu^nd  or  perplex  sn  enquiiy  into 
hbmeafures  for  afew  months,  and  applauds  and  tiiun^iha 
in  his  own  dexterity.  The  peer  puts  off  his.cte^tor 
for  the  prcfent  day,  and  forgets  that  he  is  ever  to  &c 
lum  more.  The  (rovm  of  a  prince,  and  the  ]ols  of  a 
penfion,  have  indeed  been  found  of  wcMideifiil  efficacy, 
to  abftni6t  men's  thoughts  from  die  prefent  time,  and 
fill  them  with  zeal  for  the  liberty  and  welfare  fif  ages  ta 
iromc.  But  I  am  inclined  to  think  more  favourablj  of 
the  author  of  this  prediction,  than  that  he  was  made  x 
patriot  by  di&ppointment  or  difguft.  If  he  ever  law  a 
court,  I  would  willingly  believe,  that  he  did  not  one 
his  concern  for  pofierity  u  his  ill  rec^tion  there,  but 
Jos  ill  reception,  there  to  his  concern  for  pofterity. 

However,  fince  trijth  is  the  &me  in  the  mouth  of  a 
hennit,  (u*  a  prince,  unce  it  is  not  reafbn  but  weaknefs, 
that  makes  us  rate  counlel  by  our  eflecm  far  die  coan- 
iellor,  let  us  at  length  defift  fwm  this  enquiry,  fo  uleteft 
in  itlelf,  in  which  we  have  roc»n  to  hope  for  fo  little 
fadsfa^on.  Let  us  Ihew  our  grautude  to  the  author, 
by  anfwcring  his  intentions,  by  confidering  minutely  the 
tines  which  he  has  left  us,  and  examining  their  import 
widiout  heat,  preci|Mtancy,  or  party-prejudices ;  let  us 
endeavour  to  keep  dte  juft  mean,  between  fearching  am- 
bitiouny  for  fer-fetched  interpretations,  and  admitting 
fiich  low  meaning;  and  obvious  and  low  fcnfe,  as  is 
inconfiftent  with  thofe  great  and  extenfive  views,  which 
U  is  reafon^le  to  afcribc  to  thb  excellent  man. 

It 
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It  may  be  jrd:  farther  liked,  vhether  tius  infcripdoiit 
which  appears  in  the  ftonc,  be  an  original)  and  not  rather 
a  verGon  of  a  traditional  prediftiDn  in  the  old  BrUi/b 
tongue,  which  the  txA  of  fonoe  learned  man  prompted 
him  to  fi-anilate  and  er^rave  in  a  more  known  language 
for  the  mftru&on  of  future  ages  :  but  as  the  lines  cany 
at  the  firft  view  a  reference  both  to  the  fbsne  itfelf,  and 
very  remarkably  to  the  place  where  it  was  found,  I  cannot 
ice  anyfoundadon  for  fuch  a  fufpicion. 
'  It  remains  now  ^t  w^  examine  the  foife  and  impott 
of  ^  infcription,  iriiich,  afar  hanng  long  dweh  t^n  it 
with  the  clofeft  and  moft  laborious  attention,  I  mufi: 
confefi  mylielf  not  yet  able  fully  go  comprehend.  The 
following  otpGcations,  therefore,  are  by  no  means  hud 
down  «s  ccstain  and  indubitable  truths,  but  as  COTJec- 
,  niKS  not  ahrays  wholly  fatlsfaftory  even  to  myfetf>  and 
'  which  I  had  not  dared  to  propofe  to  fo  enlightened  an 
1^,  an  ag^  which  abounds  with  du^  great  omEu^ents 
of  human  nature,  fceprics,  anti-moralifb,  and  tnfidels> 
but  with  hopes  that  they  would  excitt  fome  perfon  of 
^reaeer  abUities,  to  penetrate  farther  into  the  oracuknii 
obfcuricy  of  this  wonderful  [aedi£tion. 

N<K  even  the  four  Bift  lines  are  without  their  difficul- 
ties, in  whidi  the  time  of  the  difcovcty  of  the  ftonc 
feems  u  be  the  time  alB^Kd  for  the  events  forewM 
by  it. 

Cum  la^dem  btmct  m^ffU 
^td  nunc  jacet  incolafia^i, 
VelpeJe  eipius  tas^, 
V(l  vaitr  veautv  J 
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Sentiet  agra  tnetuSt 
EffimJet  patria  fietust 
Ultoraque  ta_flu3Ut 
RefoHoSiM  ef^i4a  lu3u. 

JVhau'er  tbisjlau,  new  Ud  benealb  the  kht 
^be  bgrjefiall  trample f  or  the  plough  fl}aU  break. 
Then,  Omycmmiry!JbaUtbeup^>an,difirefit 
Grief  hi  tbbie  eyest  md  terror  in  tiy  bnaft. 
Tbjfireeti  tintb  yiolenee  of  woe  fiaUfeiaui, 
Loud  as  tbe  billows  bv^iag  on  tbe  ff-ound. 

^ffiett  tbii  fioiUt  fayshe,  which  now  Uet  bid  heneatb 
the  voters  of  a  dap  lake,  fbail  be  ftruck  upon  by  the  borje, 
or  broken  by  the  plough,  then  fialt  thou,  nrf  country,  be 
aftanjbed  with  terrors^  and  drowned  in  tears ;  then  fhalt 
tkj  tomu  fittnd  with  Jamentations,  as  thy  Jbores  with  the 
roarings  of  the  waves.  -  Thefe  are  the  words  licerally 
RodcFed,  but  how  are  they  verified  ?  The  lake  is  dry, 
the  flone  is  turned  up>  but  there  is  no  appearance  of 
this  difmal  fcene.  Is  not  all  at  home  fatisfa^lion  and 
tranquillity  >  all  abroad  fubmilTion  and  compliance  ?  Is 
it  the  interefl  or  inclination  of  any  prince  or  ftate  to  draw 
a  fword  againft  w  ?  and  ore  we  not  oeverthcleis  fecured 
by  a  numerous  ftandlng  army>  and  a  King  vha  is  him- 
felf  an  army  ?  Have  Qur  troops  any  other  employment 
than  to  march  to  a  review  ?  Have  our  Beets  encountered 
any  diing  but  winds  and  worms  ?  To  me  the  prefcnt 
ftate  of  the  nadpn  rcen:is  fo  far  from  any  refemblance  tt> 
the  noifc  and  a^tation  of  a  tcmpeftuous  fca»  that  it  may 
C  be 
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be  much  more  properly  compared  to  the  dead  ftillnels 
of  die  vavea  b^)re  a  Itorm. 

Nam  fieeun^  ruki 

SerpM  per  frata  eeluirit 

Graaapft  luffiantety 

Fhren  JhtSifffke  vfrantet^         ■ 

OmuA  fedtates, 

Kituaogi,  etjpdimai 

^uoHpum  baud  p^aeesj 

diM  per  em^O:  miascts, 

Fterii  aijque  timoret 

Bt  ^gues  ttifqtie  Ishre. 

STxH  through  tby  jUlds  fiu^JcarUt  r^tiUs^t^, 
And  rapvie  and  poUutim  mark  their  •oaay. 
Their  hungry fvoarms  the  p^ticeful  volt  JhaU.  Jrtibt^ 
Still  fierce  to,  threaten,  fiiU  afraid  to  fight  j 
The  teeming  year's  whole  pro^uH  /hall  devour^ 
Infatiate  pluck  thefruit^  and  crap  the  fio^r  : 
SbaU  glutton  on  the  indujhieus  pe^/mt't  ^^cH, 
Roh  without  fe^y  and  fattm  without  tofl. 

Ht  ftems,  in  thefe  Verfes,  to  deftend  to  a  particular 
account  of  this  dreadful  calamity ;  but  his  defcripdisa 
i^  cap^le  of  very  di^rent  fenfes  vndi  almoft  equal 
prob^ility. 

Red/erpentSi  fays  lie,  {pthri  celuhri  are  the  Latinymrds^ 
wtuch  thepoedcal  traaflator  has  naiend /cerlet  reptiles. 
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ufing  a  genoTd  term  for  a  partitxilar,  in  my  opinion  too 
licendoufly.)  Redjerpaiufi)^  Vnokltr  o'er  her  nuadovos^- 
emd  fiUage  and  potluse^  Sac.  The  particular  maition  of 
the  c<^ur  </  this  deftruftire  viper  imy  be  ibme  ginde 
to  m  in  ttus  k^yiind)>  diroug^  which,  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge, I  oinnot  yet  have  any  cotain  padi.  I  confefs,^ 
that  when  a  few  days  aiter  my  penifa)  of  dus  pai&ge, 
]  heard  of  dw  mukkude  of  lady-birds  feen  in  KMy  I 
began  n>  iiiiagine  thac  diefe  Were  die  &td  inTeds,  by 
v!ach  the  $liKtd  was  to  be  lud  wafte,  and  therefore 
bxdced  (WW  att  accounts  of  them  wirii  uneonnRKMi  con- 
cern. But  «4itti  my  firfk  terrors  began  to'  fiit^de,  I 
Ibon  receOeAed  that  thefe  creatures,  ha:ving  bodi  ^ings 
and  feet^  wtmld  fc:u-ce)y  have  beoi  called  ferpents ;  arti) 
was  quickly  convinced,  by  dwir  leaving  the  cdwiDy 
irithout  doing  sm^  hurt,  th«  they  hdd  no  quality,  but 
the  cfA&m,  'Mi  tiHiftiHm^widi  the  ravagcrs  here  defciibed. 
As  I  am  not  ^le  to  deurmine  any  thii^  on  diis 
quefticMi>  I'  ftiaH  conttnt  myfclf  with  coUeding,  into  one 
new,  tfe'  feverrf  properties  of  this  pefHferous  broody 
irith  i^ch  we  TOc  threatened,  as  hints  to  more  ^gacious 
and  fortutbts  readers,  who,  when  they  Ihall  find  any 
red  ioamai  that  raiges  uncontrouled  over  the  eoantryt 
and  devDors  the  labours  of  the  trader  and  the  huftnnd' 
man ;  that  catiies  with  it  corruption,  rafune,  pcdhitioa 
and  devalbttion  i  that  threatens  mthout  courage,  robs 
widiout  fear,  and  is  pampered  without  labour,  they  may 
know  that  the  prediction  is  compleated.  Let  me  only 
remark  farther,  that  if  the  ftyle  of  this,  as  of  all  other 
predidions,  is  figurative  the  {erpent,  .a  wretched  animal 
that  crawb  upon  the  earth,  is  a  proper  emblem  of  low 
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views,  lelf-intereft,  and  bafe  fubmilIion>  as  well  as  of 
cruelty,  mffchief,  and  malevolence. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  ob&rve  in  this  place,  that  as  it  is 
of  no  advantage  to  mankind  n>  be  forew^ned  ci  ine- 
vitable and  infurmountable  nusfortuncs,  the  author  pro- 
bacy intended  to  hint  to  his  countrymen,  the  pK^ier 
remedies  for  the  evils  he  defcribes.  In  this  calamity  on 
which  he  dwells  kmgeft,  and  which  he  feeim  to  deplcn^ 
with  Ae  deepeEb  Ibrrow,  he  points  out  one  circumftance, 
which  may  be  of  .great  utb  to  diQ>ei6  our  ipprehenfions, 
and  awaken  us  from  that  panic  which  the  reader  muft 
nccefl&rily  feel,  at  the  firft  tnmfieni  view  of  this  dread- 
fiil  defcription.  Thefe  ferpents,  lays  the  ong^,  are 
HAUD  puoNACES,  of  m  figbttiig  Toce  2  diey  will  tlueaten, 
indeed,  and  Uls,  and  Knify  the  weak,  and  timotnis, 
and  thouf^tleis,  but  have  no  real  courage  or  Ibength. 
So  that  the  mifchief  done  by  them,  their  ravages,  de- 
raftations  and  robberies,  muft  be  only  the  confequences 
of  cowardice  in  the  fufferers,  who  are  hatrafled  and  op- 
prefled  only  becaufe  they  fufier  it  without  reliance. 
Wc  are  therefore  to  remember  whenever  the  peft  here 
threaaned  fhall  invade  us,  that  fubmifllon  and  tame- 
pels  ^rill  be  certain  ruin,  and  that  nothing  but  fpirit, 
vigilance,  activity,  and  t^^pofition,  can  prelcTve  us  from 
die  moft  hateful  and  refroachfiil  milery,  that  of  being 
plundetcd,  flarved,  and  devoured  by  vermin  and  by 
reptiles. 
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Plurima  tune  lagts 
Ji^abitt  flurima  regit 

Then  o*er  the  world  fi>aU  difcord  Jtr^cb  her  toings. 
Kings  change  their  Imvs,  and  kingdoms  change  their  kings. 

Here  the  author  takes  a  general  furvey  of  the  ftatc 
of  the  world,  and  the  changes  that  were  to  Happen 
about  the  urrx  of  the  difcovery  of  this  monument  in  - 
many  nations.  As  it  is  not  likely  that  he  intended  to 
touch  upon  the  aSws  of  other  countries  any  farther 
than  the  advantage  of  his  own  made  it  neceflary,  we 
may  reafonably  conjefture,  that  he  had  a  fiili  and  dif^ 
lind  view  of  all  the  negotiations,  treaties,  confederacies, 
of  all  die  triple  and  quadruple  alliances,  and  all  the 
leagues  offenCve  and  defenfive,  in  which  we  were  to  be 
engaged,  either  as  principals,  acceHaries,  or  guarrantees, 
whether  by  policy,  or  hope,  or  fear,  or  our  concern  for 
preferving  the  ballance  ef  fower,  or  our  tendemels  for 
the  liberties  of  Europe.  He  knew  that  our  negotiators 
would  intercft  us  in  the  ai^irs  of  the  whole  earth,  and 
Aat  no  ftate  could  either  rife  or  decline  in  power,,  cither 
extend  or  lofe  its  dominions, '  without  aftcftjng  politics 
and  influencii^  our  councils. 

This  paflage  will  bear  an  eafy  and  natural  applica- 
tion to  the  prefent  time,  in  which  fo  many  revolutions 
hare  happened,  fo  many  nations  have  changed  their 
mailers,  and  fo  many  ditputes  and  commotions  are  em- 
tnoiling  almoft  in  every  part  of  die  world. 

That  almoft  every  ftate  in  £»r0^  and  jifia,  that  is, 

almoft  every  country  then  known  b  comprehended  in 
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tlus  predidion  may  be  eafily  conceived,  buc  whether  it 
extends  to  r^onsu  that  time  undifcovcfeclt  atxipmtends 
any  alterauon  of  government  in  Can^in^  and  Georp*, 
let  more  able  or  more  daiiog  cxpolitors  determine. 

■      ■  Comer/d 

In  rabiem  tmc  emtrmet  Urfa 

Cynthia t 

^e  hear  eta-a^d^  tb'  affii^bted  mem  Jhdl  dread i 

The  terror  created  to  the  moon  by  the  anger  of  the 
bear,  is  a  ftrange  exprelTion;  but  may  perhaps  relate  to 
the  apprehoifions  raifed  in  the  twrkifli  empue,  of  which 
a  crdcent  or  new  moon  is  the  impeiial  ftandard,  by 
the  increafing  power  of  the  Emprcfs  of  Ri^iat  whofe 
dominions  lie  under  the  northern  conftellaaon  called 
die  Be^. 

— — Tjwf  l^U 
Florebuat  liiia  gratis, 

Tbe  lilies  «V  the  valet  trimipbant  ^ead  % 

The  lilies  borne  by  the  kings  of  France  are  an  apt 
reprefentation  of  that  country;  and  their  flourilhing 
over  wide  extended  vallies,  feems  to  regard  the  new  in- 
cre^e  of  the  French  power,  wealth  and  domiiuons,  by 
ikt  advancement  of  their  trade,  and  the  acceflion  of 
Lorain.    This  is  at  firft  view  an  obvious,  but  perhaps 

for 
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Ibr  thak  Very  rcifon  not  tfre  trut  ihfm^bri.    HoW  can 
irer^oiicHBitWith  the  fblloiMiig  iJaflSge; 

Netfitmere  mttieiit  ' 
Lie,  fid  woi»T  timeiitj 
Omaa  cekfiuftts 
Poptdari  -pafcttH  hetus. 

Nor  fitaU  the  lym,  wont  if  eid  to  reiffi 
De^tk  o'er  th  dtJbUiied  plamt    ' 
Hau^vrtb  tb'  imMlaiU  bloom  imtadei 
Or  d^e  to  tmtrmyr  in  the  fiovo'ry  ^tide-t 

In  which  the  lion  that  ufed  at  pleaTure  tt>  ky  the  paf* 
tures  va&Cf  is  reprefented  as  not  daring  to  touch  dte 
mies,  or  murmur  at  their  growth :  the  Iion>  it  is  tru^ 
is  one  of  the  fupportcrs  of  the  arms  <^  Et^Umd,  and 
may  therefdre  figute  cAtr  countrymeiH  who  have  in  an- 
cient times  made  France  a  defeit.  But  can  it  be  fu4i 
tfiat  the  lion  dares  notmurtnur  or  r^e  (for  frmere  may 
import  both)  when  it  is  evident,  that  for  many  years 
dii^  yiYvcAc  kingdom  his  h'ninnur'd  1  howcver>  it  may 
be  at  prefcnt  cahn  and  fitcure,  by  its  cmlklence  in  the 
vi0om  of  our  poUdcians  and  die  addrefsof  our  nego- 
tiators. 

Ante  oetdos  natot 

Calceatos  et  eritetatos 

Jam  fern  ipumut 

Fetitdque  libidine  praous^ 

IBs  iertar'd/oHS  fiall  £e  hefort  Us  fiue. 
While  be  lies  melt^  in  a  lewd  emhvce  j 
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Here  are  other  things  mentioaed  of  the  fyon  equaUjr 
unintelligible,  if  we  fuppofe  them  to  be  Qwken  c^  our 
nadoo,  as  that  he  lies  flu^ilh,  and  depraved  with 
unlawful  lulls,  while  his  ofl^pring  is .  trampled  and 
tortured  before  his  eyes.  But  in  that  place  can  the 
EMgUfl)  be  faid  to  be  trampled  or  niitured  ?  Where  are 
they  treated  with  injuftice  or  contempt?  What  nation 
b  there  from  pole  to  pole  that  does  not  reverence  the 
nod  of  the  BrUyb  King  ?  Is  not  our  commerce  unre- 
ftrained  ?  Arc  not  the  riches  of  the  world  our  own  ? 
Do  not  our  fliips  ful  unmolefted,  and  our  merchants 
traffic  in  petfcfl:  fccurity  ?  Is  not  the  very  name  cf 
Ejigkaid  treated  by  fi)rdgners  in  a  manner  never  known 
before  ?  Or  if  fomc  flight  injuries  have  been  dfffered, 
tf-  fomc  of  our  petty  traders  have  been  ftoppedj  our 
polfcffiotis  direatened,  our  effects  confifcated,  our  flag 
infultnl,  or  our  ears  cropped*  have  we  lain  ftuggilh  and 
unadive  ?  -  Have  not  our  -  fleets  been  fcen  in  tri- 
umph atSpithead?  Did  not -flg^w  vifit  the  BaJfmenteSf 
and  is  not  JJaddetk  now  ftationed  at  Port  MahoH  ?  ■■ 

.    En  quoqiu  pud  auntm^    : 
^jud  diets  dempie  dirumt 
Sangutnem  equusjiigit, 
Neque  bellua  viffa  remugit. 

Andj  yet  more  ftrange !  bis  vehu  a  borfi  fiiaU  drains 
jVw  pall  the  paffive  coward  once  iom^mu. 

It  is  farther  alTerted  in  the  concluding  lines,  that  the 
horfe  fhall  fuck  the  lion's  blood.    This  u  ftill  more  ob- 
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fcure  dun  any  of  the  oA,  and  indeed  fdie  difficulties  1 
hare  met  with  ever  fince  die  firft  mentioD  c^  dip  lioa 
arc&  many  and  great,  that  I  had,  in  utter  deQiair  cf 
furmountixig  them,  once  deMed  from  my  deGgn  tiE  ' 
pubUihing  any  thing  upon  this  fubje£t;  but  was  pre- 
vaOeA  -upon  by  die  in^portunity  of  fame  fiiends,  to 
whom  1  can  deny  nothing,  to  refumc  my  de%n ;  and 
I  muft  own,  that  nobbing  animated  me  fo  much  as  die 
hope  they  flattered  me  with,  that  my  eflay  might  bein* 
fated  in  the  Gazetteer,  and  fo  become  of  iervice  to  my 
country.  . .. 

That  a  weaker  animal  Ifaould  fuck  the  blood  of  a 
ftionger  without  rdiAance  is  wholly  improbable  and  in7 
ranfiftent  with  the  regard  for  felf-prcfervadon,  fo  6b- 
fervahle  in  every  order  and  fpecies  of  beings.  We  muft 
therefore  neccflarily  endeavour  after  fome  figurative 
fenle  not  liable  to  fa  infuperable  an  ot^edtion. 

Were  I  to  proceed  in  the  &me  tenor  of  interpreta-- 
don^  by  which  I  exphuned  the  moon  and  the  lilies,  I 
jnight  obferve  that  a  hwfe  is  the  arms  {rf"  H— — — . 
But  hew  then  does  the  horfe  fuck  the  lion's  blood? 
Money  is  the  blood  o(  the  body  politic— But  my 
zeal  for  the  prefent  happy  eftablilhment  will  not  fuffcr 
me  to  purfue  a  train  of  dioug^t  that  leads  to  fuch  Shock- 
ing conclufions.  The  idea  is  detditable,  and  iuch  as, 
it  ou^t  to  be  hoped,  can  enter  into  the  mind  of  none 
but  a  vindent  Republican,  or  bloody  Jacobite.  There 
is  not  one  honefl:  man  in  the  nation  tincon^ced  how 
weak  an  attempt  it  woidd  be  «>  endeavour  to  confute 
this  infinuation.  An  inflnuation  which  no  party  will 
dve  to  abet,  and  of  fo  fatal  and  deilru£iivc  a  tendency, 
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inet  true  Df 'ralfe. 

As  tficrefbre  F  c«i  iotm  no  AypdtheBs  en  Ah&ih  9 
bwifiibcnt  IntieiprttaotMi  may  be  b^uk,  I  miJft  leaTO 
dide  toofe  ahd  tmconne£bed  ftiiits  endrety  to  the  can* 
Hbvr  of  the  rcadtr,  and  confix  ^tl  do  ntjt  flfiift  nfif 
ftJteme  of  est^ication  -jx>ft,  fince  I  cannot,  lippif  it 
Ama0ioxst  the  wKole,  withoat  inrolTing  myfiSf  in-^T- 
ficulties,  from  whidi  the  ablcft  interpreter  w(wik  -find 
k  no  eafy  nnatcet-  to  get  free.  -:  i   ■    1 

Being  therefore  convinced  upon  an  attentive  -stotf  *^ 
fiberaCe  review  of  thefe  obfervatiorts,  Uid  a  cdnlbltation 
witfi  my  friends,  of  whofe  abHilfes  I  have  the  l^idft 
eftecrn,  and  whofe  impartiaUty,  fihccrity,  tod'  jfrobrtyi 
I  have  longknbwn  and  frequeftfly  experienced,  Aa*  my 
cwijcftures  are  in  general  vcr^  uncertain,  often  impro- 
bable, and  &metimes  little  le&  than  apparently  hife,  t 
was  long  in  donfct  whether  lought  itot  entirely  to  fiip- 
prtfs  them,  and  content  myfeff  wirfi  pubEfhing  in  titt 
Gazetteer,  the  infcription, 'as  tt'ftands  engraSren  on  the 
ftone,  wtJjotit  tfiutfladon  or  commentary,  unlefe  th« 
ingenious  and  learned  fociety,  fliould  favour  Ae  world 
wth  their  own  remarks. 

To  this  fcheme,  urtiich  I  dioo^  extremely  well  ctA- 
culated  for  the  public  good,  and  dnr^ire  very  es^Iy 
communicated  to  my  acquuhtan'ce  and  feUoW  fbidd^ts, 
feme  objeftions  were  ftartcd,  which  as  I  had  notfdrt- 
fcen,  I  was  un^ie  w  anfwcr. 

It  was  observed  firit.  That  th*  Z>Mfy  Dilations  fmti- 
Eihed  by  that  fraten^ty,  arc  wtitteit  wirfi  &ch  pitafbn- 
dity  of  fentiment,  and  fflici^widi  Aich  uncoAiittoil  modek 
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«f  apKffion,  as  u  be  themfelivt  <uffidcnd]r  lUunuBi- 
f^At  XD  viilgar  readeni  and  dm  thu^bre  th0  ^mieralAr 
sbfeurity  of  tid»  predifHon,  mold  much  kfi  tttcite  the .  ■ 
conofity  Bcd  amdwn  the  utenuen  of  mankkid,  dun  if 
it  iKTc  cxhjt»tsd  in  any  other  paper,  »d  pUcied  in  op< 
p(££ioa  tD  the  dear  and  eafy  ftile  (rf*  an  auAor  gcnerall]^ 
luuierftood. 

'  To  diu  ailment,  ^midabk  as  it  was>  I  anfwered, 
9&cr  a  fluwt  pauie,  that,  with  all  proper  deference  to 
the  g^cat  iagadtf  and  adraiod  age  of  the  objeiSsr,  I 
could  not  bnt  cwicdve  that  his  pofition  confuted  hfclf, 
and  diac  i  reader  of  the  GtatUar,  being  b^  his  vwn 
ccmfcffionaccujEbmedoo  encounter  difficulties,  andfearch 
for  aaeaniog  where  it  was  not  ea&ly  to  be  Ibund,  muft 
be  better  prepand  diao  any*  ocher  nian  for  the  peru^  of 
dide  ambiguous  cxpreflbiu.  And  chat>  befides,  the 
explication  of  this  (lone,  being  a  uik>  whidi  nothmg 
Gttukl  furmount  but  die  moft  acute  penetration  joined 
vith  iadrfmgafale  pariekcci  feemed  in  reality  referved 
fir  thofe  vbo  have  given  proofs  of  both  in  th«  highelt 
dt^ree,  by  reading  aad  underftanding  die  Gazetteer. 

This  airiwr  &Osfled  every  one  but  die  obje^^r,  ^/Avy 
mth  an  d}ltinacy,  not  very  uncommon,  adhered  to  hi» 
Dim  opinion,  though  he  could  not  defend  it ;  and  nor 
beagabletonoakeany  r^ty,  attempted  to  laug^  away 
my  ai^piment,  but  found  tlie  reft  of  my  friends  &  Uttle 
£^)ofed  to  jeft  upon  dm  (if^xHtant  qudlion,  that  he 
IMS  faraed  to  nftrain  bis  imnh,  and  content  himfelf  with 
a  fidkn,  and  fomempHous^  filfincc 

Anodwr  <^  Wf  frioids,  i^ioin  I  had  aflembled  on  dus 

•ocafion,  having  onmed  the  folidity  of  my  anfwer  xo  the 
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firft  otq/aQiott,  o&reda  fecond,  which  iahis  opinitui 
coold  not  be-fa  caGljr  ddetted. 

«  I  have  obferved,/(g«  bty  that  the  cfiays  in  the  Ga- 
**  zettter,  though  written  cm  very  Important  fut^cds  by 
"  the  ablell  hands  which  ambition  can  incite,  friendflup  - 
'*  tBfgigt,  or  monciy  procure,  have  never,  though  cir- 
**  culated  throug^i  the  kingdom  with  the  utmoft  appli>. 
**  cation^'  had  any  remafkablc  influence  upon  the  pco- 
•*  fie.  I  know  many  peribns  of  no  common  edacity, 
**  that  hokl  it  fufficient  to  perufe  thefe  papers  four  times 
'*  a  year  i  and  others  who  receive  them  regularly,  and 
"  without  looking  upon  them,  treafure '  them  imdcF 
"  ground  for  die  benefit  <rf  poftmity.  So  that  the  in- 
"  fcriptiiHi  may,  1^  being  inferttd  there,  link  once  more 
**  into  dukncfs  and  oblivion,  inftead  of  infcM-ming  the 
"  age,  and  aflllting  our  prdcnt  miniftry  in  the  regula- 
*■'  tion  of  their  mcafures."   ■  • 

Another  obferved,  that  nothing  was  more  unreafim-' 
aUe  than  my  hope,  that  any  .remarks  or  elucidations 
would  be  drawn  up  by  diat  fraternity,  lince  dieir  own 
empk>ymcnts  do  not  allow  them  any  leifure  for  fiich  at- 
tempts. Every  one  knows  that  panegyric  is  in  its  own 
nature  no  eafy  tafk,  and  that  to  defend  is  much  more 
difficult  than  u>  attack;  conlider  then,  {ays  he,  what 
induftry,  what  afliduity  it  muft  require,  to  praife  and 
vindicate  a  miniftry  like  ours. 

It  was  hinted  by  another,  diat  an  infcriptioo  whitb 
had  no  relation  to  any  particufatr  let  of  men  amongft  us, 
but  was  compofed  many  ages  before  the  parties,  y/hkh 
now  divide  (he  naooO)  had  a.bnng,  could  not  be  lb 
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properly  conveyed  K>  the  world  by  means  of  a  paptf, 
dedicated  to  political  debates. 

Anotho-  0  whom  I  had  communicated  my  own  ol>- 
ferradons  in  a  more  private  manner^  and  who  had  in- 
lertcd  Ibme  of  his  own'  arguments,  declared  i^  as  lus 
ojMnion,  chat  they  were,  th(High  very  controvertible  and 
unfatis&£tory>  yet  too  valuable  to  be  bftj  and  that 
thou^  va  infert  the  infcription  in  a  paper  of  irtiich  fuch 
numbers  are  daily  difbibuted  at  die  cxpence  of  the 
public,  would  doubdefs  be  very  agreeable  to  the  gene- 
iDus  defign  of  die  audior,.yet  he  hoped  that  as  all  du 
ftudents,  either  of  polidcs  or  andquides,  would  receive 
both  pleafure  and  improvement  from  die  dilTertatjon, 
with  which  it  is  accompanied,  none  of  them  would  re- 
ffxt  to  pay  for  lb  agreeable  an  entertainment. 

It  cannot  be  wondered  diat  I  have  yielded  at  h&  to 
fiich  weighty  reafiins,  and  fuch  infinuating  compliments, 
and  chofen  to  gratify  at  once  die  inclinauons  of  fiiends, 
and  the  vanity  of  an  author.  Yet  I  lho«dd.  tlunk  1 
had  very  imper&ffly  diicharged  my  duty  to  my  ooun- 
tty,  did  I  not  warn  aU  whom  either  intereft  or  curioray 
Ihall  incite  to  the  perufal  of  dils  treatife,  not  to  by 
any  ftrefi  upon  my  explications. 

How  a  more  compleat  and  indifputable  interpretation 
may  be  obtunedi  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay.  This  will,  I 
fuppofe,  be  readily  granted,  that  it  is  not  to  be  cx- 
pe£ted  from  a^  fingle  hand,  but  from  the  joint  en- 
quiries and  united  labours  of  a  numerous  fociety  of 
^le  men,  inftituted  by  audiority,  leleAed  vvh  great 
difcemment  and  impartiality,  and  fupported  al  the 
charge  of  the  nacioD^ 

I  am 
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I  am  very  far  from  apprehending  that  arty  prt^iofal 
for  the  attainment  of  fo  defirable  an  end,  vill  be  re-. 
'  je&ed  b)F  this  inqtufiiive  and  erS^teoeA  age,,  and  Otall 
therefim  hey  before  the  public  the  pn^eft  whidi  I  hanre 
formed  and  matured  by  long  conTKferation,  for  the  in- 
ffitudon  of  a  fociety  of  commcntatwa  upon  diis  ia£aip^: 
tion. 

I  humbly  propofe,  that  thirty  of  the  mo&  di^. 
gtnflied  genius  be  chofen  &r  this  employment,,  half  from 
the  iniis  ef  cour^  and  half  from  the  anny,  and  be  in-, 
eorponted  into  a  fodety  for  Rjk  yean,  undev  die  naanE 

of  ^  SOCIBTV  09  CoBtHSlTTATORS. 

That  great  undercUui^  can  only  be  exoutedbf^fli 
great  number  of  hands,  is  too  evident  to  requinr  any^ 
proof  J  and  I  am  iSeaid  aH  that  read  this  fctieinB:  nift 
dunk  that  it  is  chiefly  defective  in  this  rdpodt,  and  that 
when  they  refle£t  how  many  conuniflaiies  were  tlio\^t 
neceflaiy.at  Seville,  and  that  even  their  o^ociations  en- 
tirely milbarried,  probably  £»■  wantof  more  a0bclaties,- 
they  will  conclude  that  I  have  propcrfed  impofflbifides, 
and  that  the  ends  of  the  inttitution  n4U  btf  deftated  by- 
an  injudicious  and  ill-timed  fnigdity. ' 

But  if  it  be  confidered,  how  well  tfie  fftrfons  I  re- 
commend muft  have  been  qu^fied  by  ^dr  edueadon 
andprofelEon  for  the  provinces-  ^gnod  them,  the  ob- 
jection wiU'  grow  lefi  weighty  than  it  appeals.  It  a  well 
known-  to  be  the  conftaot  ftudy  of  dw  huvyon  tb  difco- 
ver  in  a^  of  paiiiament^  meanings  wiudi  eiiapai  the 
committees  diat  drev  them  up,-  and  dte  feiAMis  that 
pafled.thcm  into  laws,  and  to  ezplaui  wtts  intaa-ftnfe 
wholly  contrary  to  the  intenbon  of  the  teftotoi.    How 
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«t&l]r  way  an  aijepc  in  tMc  admirable  aod  uTefiil  aits, 
penecrate  into  the  moft  hidden  impart  of  this  pEcdi^tioa.? 
A.  maa  accu&uned  ta  lamfy  hiinfcif  with  the  obvious 
aod  natural  meajii;]g  of  4  icntence>  does  not  ea%  ^lakc 
ofT  his  .habit  ^bijt  a  true-bred  lawyer  never  contents 
himicif  with  on^  &o!k»  when  there  is  anodicr  t)Q  be 
fouiu). 

Nor  will  the  beneficial  confequenccs  of  tWs  fchem? 
terniUftate  iii  thr  ^lica^on  of  dus  moaumeoti  ikef 
inU  CY^nd  modx  farther :  for  die  commentators  haidi^ 
Oiarpencd  and  impmwd  their  Gigacity  bj  this  long  and 
difficult  couriJe  <^  Scadj,  will,  when  diC]f  return  iota 
|!ut>lic  life,  be  of  wonder&l  ferrice  to  the  goveianaeot, 
in,  examining  pamphlets,  Ibog^  and  j<»imals>  aod  ia 
dramng  up  iofonziations,  indictments,  ^d  inftniSiaas 
foe  fyeciai  jjuiiss.  They  wiH  be  wonderfully  fitted  for 
ibc  ^oSa  of  Attoraey  and  SoUdior  G«ieral,  but  will 
cxodL  a)^Te  all,  as  licenfers  &r  the  ftage. 

TfajC  Gcntleme^  of  the  army  will  equally  adorn  the 
ptimpi^  to  whtefa.  It  have  afligned  them,  of  fetdng  the 
difcoveries  and  fentiments  of  their  affi>ciates  in  a  clear 
aod  agreeable  light-  The  lawyers  are  well  known  doc 
O  be  very  faa^y  in  exprelfing  dieir  ideas,  being  for  the 
mottpwt  3^c  to.  make  themfdves  underftood  by  noiui 
but  th(4r  own  &ao:iruty.  But  the  goiiufles  of  the  army 
hare  ^iffictent  ppporouiudes^  by  their  free  acccls  to  the 
kvee  and  the  ttukt,  thpr  conftant  attendance  on  balls 
and  afi^mblies,  and  that  abundant  kifure  which  they. 
<n30f  bcynnc^  any  other  bocfy  of  men,  to  acquaint  them- 
iclxp.ndtb.cvery.ncin  woi4  and  prevailing  mode  of  ex* 

pteOioiv 


D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


3«    MARMOR   NORFOLCIENSE, 

preHion,    and  to  attain  die  utmoft  nicety  and  nu^ 
poliflied  prcttinefi  of  Janguagc. 

It  Drill  be  neceflary,  that  durir^  their  attendance  upon 
the  fociety,  they  be  exempt  from  any  obligation  to  ap- 
pear on  Hyde-Park ;  and  that  upon  no  emergency, 
however  preffing,  they  be  called  away  from  their  ftudies, 
aniens  the  nation  be  in  immediate  danger  by  an  infur- 
tcftion  of  weavers,  colliers,  or  fmugglfers. 

There  may  not  perhaps  be  found  in  die  aimy  fuch  a 
number  of  men,  who  have  ever  condefcended  to  pals 
dirough  the  I^urs  and  irkfomc  forms  of  education  in 
tie  among  the  lower  ctafies  of-  people,  or  lubnutted  to 
learn  the  mercantile  and  plebdan  arts  of  wiiting  and 
reading.  I  muft  own,  that  thougji  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  notions  of  the  ufeleffnefs  of  any  fuch  trivial  accom- 
^iihments  in  the  military  profeflion,  and  of  thnr  in- 
confiftency  wth  more  valuable  att^nments  j  though  I 
am  convinced,  that  a  man  who  can  read  and  write  be- 
comes, at  leaft,  a  very  difagreeable  companion  to  hb 
brother  foldiers,  if  he  does  not  abfohitely  fiiun  their  ac- 
quaintance ;  that  he  is  apt  to  imbibe  from  his  books 
odd  notions  of  liberty  and  independency>  and  even  lome- 
times  of  morality  and  virtue,  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
the  dcfirable  charaflrcr  of  a  pretty  Gendeman.  Though 
writing  frequently  ftaJns  the  wWteft  finger,  and  reading 
has  a  natural  tendency  to  cloud  the  afpe£t,  and  dq}rcls 
that  airy  and  thoughdefs  vivacity,  which  is  the  diflin- 
guilhing  charaflreriftic  of  a  modern  warrior ;  yet  on  this 
Tingle  occafion,  I  cannot  but  heartily  wifh,  that  by  a  ftdffc 
Jearch  there  may  be  difcovcrcd  in  the  army  fifteen  men 
who  can  «Tite  and  read. 

I  know 
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I  kJiow  that  the  knowledge  of  the  alphabet  is  fo  dif- 
repuiable  among  thefe  Gcntlemwi,  that  thofe  who  have 
by  ill  fOTtune  formefly  been  taught  it,  hare  partly  forgot 
it  by  difufe,  and  partly  concealed  it  from  the  world,  to 
avoid  the  railleries  and  infults  to  which  their  education 
might  make  them  liable :  I  propofc  therefore,  that  all 
the  officers  of  the  army  may  .be  examined  upon  oath 
one  by  one,  and  that  if  fifteen  cannot  be  felefted  who 
Ire  at  prcfent  fo  qualified,  the  deficiency  may  be  fup-* 
plied  out  of  thofe  who  having  once  learned  to  read,  may 
perhaps,  ^th  the  aiTiftance  of  a  mailer,  in  a  Ihorc  tincu; 
t^relh  their  memories^ 

It  may  be  thought,  at  the  firft  fig^it  of  this  propofal, 
that  it  might  not  he  improper  to  Aflign  to  every  com- 
mentator a  reader  and  fecretary ;  but  it  may  be  eafdy 
conceived,  diat  not  only  die  public  migjit  mUrmur  at 
txii  an  addition  of  expence,  but  that  by  the  unfaithful- 
ftds  or  negligoice  of  iheic  fcrvants,  the  difcoveries  of  the 
fbciecy  may  be  carried  to  foreign  courts,  and  made  ufe  of 
K>  the  difadviuitage  of  our  own  country. 
■  For  the  refidence  of  diis  focicty,  I  cannot  think  any 
place  more  proper  than  &-«»H«fi-Hofpital,  in  which 
tibey  may.  have  thirty  apartnwnts  fitted  up  for  them,  that 
tbey  may  make  thdr  obfervations  in  private,  and  meet 
cttice  a  day  in  the  painted  hall  to  compare  them. 

If  the  eftabliihment  of  this  focicty  be  thought  a  matter 
of  too  much  importance  to  be  deferred  till  the  new 
buildii^  are  finiihed,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  make  room  . 
fijT  their  reception,  by  die  expulfion  of  fuch  of  the  feamen 
83  have  no  pretenfions  to  the  fettlement  there,  but  frac- 
tyred  Umbs,  lols  of  eyes,  or  decayed  conftitutions,  who 
D  have 
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have  lately  been  admitted  in  fuch  numbers,  that  it  a 
now  fcarce  polUble  to  acconunodate  anobieman's  groom, 
lootman,-  or  poftilicm,  in  a  manner  fiiitable  to  the  dig- 
nity of  his  pro&flHMi,  and  the  original  deCga  of  the 
foundation. 

The  fituation  ofGreeawicb  will  naturally  difpofe  therrf 
to  reSeftion  and  ftudy ;  and  particular  caution  ought  to 
be  ufed]  letl  any  interruption  be  fufiered  to  (UQipate 
their  anention,  or  diflra£t  their  medications :  for  this 
reafoH]  all  vifits  and  letters  from  ladies  are  lb-i£tly  to  be 
{Hxihibited  j  and  if  any  nrf"  die  members  Ihall  be  deteOed 
with  a  1^-dog,  pack  of  cards,  box  of  dice,  drn^jhc- 
table,  fh\]^'bcH[,  or  looking-glafs,  he  fliall  &r  tbe  6ift 
o^nce  be  confined  for  three  months  to  wa£er^;ruel,  aad 
for  the  fecond  be  expelled  the  feuety. 

Nothing  now  remains,  but  that  an  eftimate  be  mnie 
cf  the  ei^nces  neceilary  for  cwrpng  on  diis  noble  «nd 
generous  defign.  The  faUry  to  be  allwed  each  pro- 
kffoT  cannot  be  Ids  dun  2000/.  a  year,  wluch  is  indod 
more  dian  the  regular  ftipend  of  a-commiflioncr  o£  ex- 
dfc  i  but  it  mull  fee  remembered,  that  the  commentation 
have  a  much  more  difficult  and  important  cmidoyraeM, 
and  can  cxpeA  Aeir  falaries  but  for  the  ftiort  ^lace  of 
&rc  years ;  whereas  a  commiffioner  (anJels  he  impru- 
dently fuflfcrs  himiaf  to  be  carried  away  by  a  whhnfi- 
cal  cendemels  for  his  country)  has  aneftaUifluncnt  for 
Me. 

It  wffl  he  neceflary  to  allow  the  foQefy  in  general 
30,000/.  yearly  for  the  fupport  of  the  public  table,  tni 
40,000/.  for  fecret  fervlce. 

Thw 
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Thus  will  the  miniftry  have  a  fair  profpeft  of  obtain- 
ing the  fall  fenfe  and  import  of  the  prediftion,  without 
burthening  the  public  with  more  than  650,000/.  which 
may  be  paid  out  of  the  finking  fund ;  or  if  it  be  not 
thought  proper  to  violate  that  facred  treafurc  by  con- 
verting any  part  of  it  to  ufes  not  prinnarily  intended, 
may  be  eafily  railed  by  a  general  poll-tax,  or  excife 
upon  bread. 

Having  now  compleated  my  fcheme,  a  fcheme 
calculated  for  the  public  beneBt,  without  regard  to  any 
party;  I  entreat  all  fe£ts,  faftions,  and  dUHnftions  of 
men  among  us,  to  lay  afide  for  3  time  their  party<-(euds 
and  petty  animofities }  and  by  a  warm  concurrence  on 
this  ur^nt  occafion,  teach  pofterity  to  facriiice  every 
private  intereft  to  the  advantage  of  their  country. 


D  3  A    C  O  M< 
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TT  is  ^neraUy  ttgreed  by  the  writers  of  all  parties, 
■r-  that  few  crimes  arc  equal,  in  their  degree  of  guilt, 
to  that  of  calumniating  a  good  and  gende,  or  defending 
a  wicked  and  oppreffive  adminiftrarion. 

It  is  therefore  with  the  utmoll  fi^faftion  of  mind, 
that  I  refleit  how  often  I  have  employed  my  pen  in 
vindication  of  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  their  dependents 
and  adherents,  how  often  I  have  detefted  the  fpecious 
fallacies  of  the  advocates  for  independence,  how  often 
1  have  foftened  the  obftinacy  erf  patriotUm,  and  how 
often  triumphed  over  the  clamour  of  oppofition. 

I  have,  indeed,  obferved  but  one  fet  of  men,  upon 
whom  all  my  ailments  have  been  thrown  away  i  which 
neither  flattery  can  draw  to  compliance,  nor  threats  re- 
duce to  fubmifiion }  and  who  have,  notwithftanding  all 
expedients  that  either  invention  or  experience  could 
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fuggeft,  cononued  to  exeit  thejr  abilities  in  ji  vigorous 
and  confUnt  oppofition  of  all  our  meafures. 

The  unaccountable  behaviour  of  thefe  mei^  the  en»- 
duifiafiic  refoludon  with  which,  »fter  a  hundred  fiiccef- 
five  defeats,  they  ftifl  renewed  their  attacks ;  the  fpirit 
with  which  they  continued  to  repeat  their  arguments  in- 
the  Senate,  though  they  found  a  majority  determined  to 
condenui  them ;  and  the  inflexibility  with  which  they 
rejeftcd  all  ofiers  of  places  and  preferments,  at  laft  ex- 
died  my  curiofity  fo  far,  that  I  applied  myfelf  to  cn'- 
qmrc  with  great  diligence  into  the  real  motives  of  ihejr 
condufl,  and  to  difcover  what  principle  it  was  that  had 
force  to  infplre  fuch  unextinguilhable  zeal,  and  to  ani- 
mate fiich  unwearied  effiirts. 

For  dus  reaibn  I  attempted  to  cultivate  a  nearer  ac- 
quaintance widi  Ibme  of  the  chiefs  of  that  party,  and 
im^ned  diat  it  would  be  necelliuy  for  fome  time  to 
di&mide  my  fentimenu,  that  I  might  learn  thnrs. 

DifSmulatkHi  to  a  true  politician  is  not  difficult,  and 
therefore  I  readily  affumed  the  chara£ter  of  a  profelyte ; 
but  found,  that  their  principle  of  action  was  no  other, 
than  that  which  they  make  no  fcruple  of  avowing  in  die 
moft  pvblac  manner,  notwjthftanding  the  contempt  and 
ridicuk  D  which  it  every  day  expofes  them,  and  die 
]o&  <^  thoft  honours  and  profits  from  which  it  excludes 
them. 

Tlus  ^nld  paflion,  or  principle,  b  a  kind  of  &naticilhi 

by  which  they  diftii^ifh  thofe  of  their  own  patty,  and 

wluch  ihey  look  upon  as  a  ceitain  indication  of  a  great 

miod,    ff^f  have  no  name  for  it  «(  cwrt,  but  among 

D4  .  themfelvcs 
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themfelves  they  term  it  by  a  kind  of  caia-fbrttftt  A  RZi 

CARD  FOR  POSTERITY. 

This  p^flion  feems  to  predominate  in  alt  their  con- 
duft,  to  regulate  every  aAion  of  their  lives,  and  fenti-> 

ment  of  their  minds;  I  have  heard  i-» and  P    '    .*> 

when  they  have  made  a  vigorous  oppofitjon,  or  blaftcd 
die  bloCTom  of  fome  minifterial  fcheme,  cry  put,  in  the 
height  of  their  exultations,  This  will  deferue  the  thanks  of 
pofttrity  !  And  when  their  adverfaries,  as  it  much  more 
frequently  falls  out,  have  out-numbered  and  overthrown, 
them,  they  will  fay  wi^  an  air  of  revenge,  and  a  kind 
of  gloomy  triumph,  Pejterity  will  mrjeyoufor  this. 

It  is  comoion  among  men  under  die  inftuence  of  any 
kind  of  phienzy,  to  believe  that  all  the  world  has  the 
lame  odd  notions  that  diforder  their  own  imaginations. 
Did  thcfe  unhappy  men,  thcfc  deluded  patriots,  know 
how  litrie  we  are  concerned  about  pofterity,  they  would 
never  attempt  to  fright  us  with  their  curfes,  or  tempt 
us  to  a  neglefl:  of  our  own  intereft  by  a  profpeit  of  their 
gratitude. 

But  fo  ftrong  is  their  infatuation,  that  diey  feem  to 
have  forgotten  eyen  the  primary  law  of  felf-prefervationi 
for  diey  facrifice  without  fcruple  every  flattering  \k'0^ 
every  darling  enjoyinent,  and  every  fadsfadtion  of  life, 
to  this  rulrngpaffioK,  and  appear  in  every  ftep  to  confulc 
not  fo  much  their  own  advantage,  as  that  of  pgjierity. 
■  Strange  delufion !  that  can  confine  all  their  thought^ 
to  a  race  of  men  whom  they  neither  know>  nor  can 
know>j  from  whom  nothing  is  to  be  feared,  nor  aoy 

•  Lyttelcon  Vii  Pitt.    E. 
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tiling  expelled ;  who  cannot  even  bribe  a  fpecial  jury, 
jior  have  To  much  as  a  fingle  ribband  to  beftow. 

This  fondnefe  for  pofterity  is  a  kind  of  madncfs  which 
at  Rome  was  once  ^mofl:  epidemical,  and  infefted  even 
die  women  and  the  children.  It  reigned  there  till  the 
entire  deftruftion  of  Carthage ;  after  which  it  began  to 
be  lels  generaJ,  and  in  a  few  years  afterwards  a  'remedy 
was  difcovered,  by  which  it  was  ahnoft  entirely  ex- 
tinguifhed. 

In  England  it  never  preyEuled  in  any  fuch  degree  j 
feme  few  of  the  ancient  Banuis  feem  Indeed  to  have 
been  difordered  by  it  -,  but  the  contagion  has  been  i<xr 
the  moft  part  timely  checked,  and  our  ladies  have  been 
generalljr  Iree. 

But  there  has  been  in  every  age  a  fet  of  men '  much 
adtnire^  and  reverenced,  who  have  affected  to  be  always 
talking  of  pofterity,  and  have  laid  out  their  lives  upon 
lAvt  compofition  of  poems,  for  the  fake  of  being  ap- 
plauded by  this  imaginary  generation. 

The  prefent  po?ts  I  reckon  amongft  the  moft  in- 
exorable enemies  of  our  moft  excellent  miniftry,  and 
much  doubt  whether  any  method  will  effeft  die  cure  of 
a.diftemper,  which  in  this  clafe  of  men  may  be  termed 
not  an  accidental  difeafe,  but  a  defeft  in  their  original 
irame  and  conftitution, 

Mr.  Brooke,  a  name  I  mentbn  with  all  the  deteftadon 
iiiit^lc  to  my  charafter,  could  not  forbear  difcovering 
this  depravity  of  his  mind  in  his  very  prologue,  which 
is  filled  with  fentiments  fo  wild,  and  fo  much  unheard  of 
junong  du)fe  who  frequent  levees  and  courts,  that  I 

rnucl^ 
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much  doubt,  whether  the  zealous  Uccnfcr  proceeded  any 
further  in  his  examination  of  his  performance. 
He  might  eafily  perceive  that  a  man, 

Wbo  hade  bis  moral  hism  through  evtry  age^ 

was  too  much  a  bigot  to  exploded  notions,  to  compofe 
p  play  which  he  could  iicenfe  without  manifeft  hayaid  of 
his  office,  a  hazard  which  no  man  would  incur  untainted 
with  the  love  of  poftcrity. 

We  cannot  -therefore  wonder  that  aii  author,  wholly 
poOefTed  by  this  paOion,  fliould  vent  his  refentment  for 
itit  licenfer's  juft  refufal,-  in  virulent  advertifements, 
infolent  compl^ts,  and  fcurrilous  aflertions  of  his  ri^ts 
^d  }»ivileges,  and  proceed  in  dcBance  of  authority  to 
jbhcit  a  fublcription. 

This  temper,  which  I  have  been  defcribing,  is  almoft 
always  cotnpUcate4  with  ideas  of  the  hi^  prerogatives 
of  human  nature,  of  a  facred  unalienable  birthrigjitj 
which  no  man  has  conft^rred  upon  us,  and  which  nddier 
Kings  can  take,  nor  Senates  giye  away ;  which  we  may- 
jiiftly  afiert  whenever  and  by  whomfocvo-  it  is  attacked, 
and  which,  if  ever  it  fliould  ha|>pen  to  be  loft,  we  may 
rake  the  firft  <^pQrtunity  to  recover. 

The  natural  confequence  of  thefe  chimeras  U  t:on-< 
tempt  of  authority,  and  an  irreverence  for  any  fiiperi- 
ority  but  what  is  foitnded  upon  merit ;  and  their  notions 
of  merit  are  very  peculiar,  for  »t  b  amopg  them  na 
great  proof  of  meiit  to  be  wealthy  and  power6^,  to' 
wear  a  garter  or  a  Ibr,  to  command  a  regiment  or.% 
fenate,  to  have  the  car  of  the  miniftcr  or  of  the  king, 

or 
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pr  U>  poGfels  any  of  thofc  virtues  and  excellencies^  -Trhldi 
amc»ig  us  cndtle  a  man  to-  Utdc  lefs  dian  woiihip  aa4 
prc&istaoa. 

We  nuy  thercft»«  eafily  conceive  that  Mr.  JBreoh 
fhou£^t  himfelf  endtled  to  be  importunate  for  a  lieenfe, 
becaufe>  in  his  own  c^ion,  he  deferred  one,  and  to 
ccHiipl^n  thus  loudly  at  the  repulfc  he  met  mth. 

His  conqilunts  wiU  have,  I  hope,  but  Utde  wei^t 
snch  the  pubjic ;  fince  the  opinions  of  the  &&  in  wluch 
be  is  e^flxd  are  evpofed,  and  fhcwn  co  be  evidendy 
and  dcnipnftn^ly  cqipofiie  to  that  iyftem  of  fubordina^ 
uem  and  dependence,  to  wluch  we  arc  indebted  for  the 
pefcnt  traoquilti^  of  the  nation,  and  that  chearfulnefs 
and  readinels  with  which  the  two  Hqufes  concur  in  all 
pur  dcfigns. 

I  fhall,  however,  to  filence  htm  entirely,  or  at  leaft 
to  Ihew  diofe  of  our|urty  diat  he  ou^t  to  be  filent. 
ctmfidar  fio^y  every  ii^tince  pf  hardflup  and  oppreOlon 
»4uch  he  has  ^^red  to  publifh  in  the  papers,  and  to 
publiik-in  fiidia  manner,  that  I  hope  no  man  will  con- 
(iemn  me  for  want  of  candour  in  becoming  an  advocate 
fcr  the  miniftry,  if  I  csai  confider  his  advertifements  as 
pothiog  lets  than  am  appeal  to  his  country. 

Let  me  be  forgiven  if  I  cannot  fpwk  with  temper 
pf  fuch  infqlence  as  this :  is  a  man  widiout  title,  pen-r 
fion,  or  place,  TO  fufpeft  the  impartiality  or  the  judg- 
ment of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  mth  the  adminiftnuion 
pf  public  afiars  ?  Is  he,  when  the  law  is  not  ftriftly 
fAifcrved  in  regard  to  him,  to  diink  himfelf  aggrieveJt 
to  tell  his  fcnriments  in  print,  aflfert  his  claim  to  bettef 
ufoge,  -and  fly  for  redreis  to  another  tribunal  f 
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If  fuch  praSices  are  permitted,  I  mil  not  venture  to 
foretel  the  e&fts  of  them;  the  miniftiy  may  foon  be 
convinced,  that  fuch  fbfferers  will  find  omipaSion,  and 
diat  it  is  fafer  not  to  bear  hard  upon  them,  dian  to  allow 
them  to  complain. 

The  power  of  Bcenfing  in  general  being  firmty  efta^ 
blilhed  by  an  A&  of  Parliament,  our  poet  has  not  at- 
tempted to  call  in  queftion,  but  contents  himfetf'  with 
cenfuringthe  manner  in  ^ch  it  has  been  executed; 
fo  that  I  am  not  now  engaged  to  aflert  die  licenfitf's 
authority,  but  to  defend  his  conduft. 

The  poet  feems  to  think  hinnielf  aggriered,  bec«ufe 
the  licenfer  kept  his  tragedy  in  his  hands  one  and 
twenty  dayS]  whereas  die  law  allows  him  to  detuo  ic 
only  fourteen, 

Whers  will  die.  infolence  of  the  malecontents  end  ? 
Or  how  are  iiich  unreafon^le  expeftations  poffibly  to 
be  fatisRed  ?  Was  it  ever  known  that  a  ihan  exalted 
Into  a  hig^  Action,  difmifled  a  fuppUant  in  the  time 
limited  by  law  ?  Ought  not  Mr.  Broeh  to  dunk  himir 
fetf  happy  that  his  play  was  not  detain»l  longer  ?  If 
be  had  been  kept  a  year  in  fufpence^  what  redrefi  could 
he  have  obtdned  i  Let  the  poets  remember,  when  they 
ippctuc  before  the  licenfer,  or  his  deputy,  that  they  ftand 
at  the  tribunal  from  vrtiich  diere  is  no  appeal  permitted, 
and  where  nothing  will  fo  well  become  them  as  rcve-. 
fence  and  fubmtffion. 

Mr.  Brooke  mentions  in  his  |Heface  his  knowledge  <^ 
the  laws  of  his  own  country :  had  he  extended  his  en-t 
quiries  to  the  civil  kw,  he  could  have  found  a  fiill  jufti^ 
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ficaoon  of  the  licenier's  condu£t>  Bmjudicu  efi  an^are 
Jium  au^oritatem. 

If  then  it  be  the  hafinefs  ef  a  good  judge  to  etdarge  bit 
autbm^j  was  it  not  in  the  Ucenfer  the  utmoft  demencjr 
and  forbearance,  to  extend  fourteen  days  only  to  twenty- 
one? 

I  liippofe  this  ^"eat  man's  inclination  to  perfonn  at 
Icaft  this  duty  of  a  good  judge,  is  not  queftioned  by 
any,  eidier  of  his  friends  or  enemies.  I  may  therefore 
venture  to  h<^,  that  he  mil  extend  his  power  by  proper 
degrees,  and  that  I  fliall  live  to  fee  a  malecontent  writer 
cameftly  foliciting  for  the  copy  of  a  play,  which  he  had 
delivered  to  the  licenfer  twenty  years  before. 

/  VfoittJ,  fays  he,  efte/t  en  the  licenfeTt  attd  tvitb  tie 
ytmo/i  mportumty  entreated  oh  anftoer.  Jjct  Mr.  Brooke 
confider,  whether  that  importunity  was  not  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  the  difappointment.  Let  him  refteft  how 
much  more  decent  it  had  been  to  have  waited  the  lelfure 
of  a  great  man,  than  to  have  preffed  upon  him  with 
repeated  petitions,  and  to  have  intruded  upon  thole 
jMTcious  moments  which  he  has  dedicated  to  the  fervice 
of  his  country. 

Mr.  Brooke  was  doubtlels  led  into  this  impn^Kr 
manner  of  acting,  by  an  erroneous  notion  diac  the  grant 
of  a  licenfe  was  not  an  aft  of  favour,  but  of  juftice ;  a 
miftake  into  which  he  could  not  have  fallen,  but  from 
a  fopine  inanendon  to  the  defign  of  the  ftatute,  which 
was  only  to  bring  poets  into  fubjeftion  and  dependence* 
not  CO  encourage  good  writers,  but  O)  difcourage  all. 

There  lies  no  obligation  upon  tiie  licenfer  to  grant 
his  Cui£lion  to  a  play,  however  excellent  j  Qor  can  Mr. 

Brooke 
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Srvoh  demand  any  repvation>   whatever  appkefe  hij 
performance  may  meet  with. 

Another  grievance  is,  that  the  Ht^nfer  afllgned  rid 
reafon  for  his  refiifal.  Thi^  is  a  hig^r  ifa-ain  of  info^ 
lence  than  any  of  the  former.  Is  it  ibr  a  poet  to  de- 
mand a'licenfer's  reafon  for  his  proceedings  ?  Is  he  not 
rather  to  acquiefce  in  the  decifion  of  authority^  and 
conclude  that  there  are  reafons  v4iich  he  cannot  com- 
prehend i 

Unhappy  would  it  be  for  men  in  poWerj  were  they 
always  obliged  to  publifh  the  motives  of  their  conduft. 
What  is  power  but  the  Uberty  of  ading  without  being 
accountable  ?  The  advocates  for  the  Licenfing  Aft 
have  alledged}  that  the  L.(yrd  Chamberlain  has  alwxjra 
h^  authority  oo  prohibit  the  repr^ntation  of  a  play  for 
jttS:  reafom.  Why  then  did  we  call  in  all  our  fon*e  to 
procure  an  AGt  of  Parliament  f  Was  it  to  enable  him 
to  do  what  he  has  always  done  ?  td  confirm  an  au^ority 
which  no  man  attempted  to  impair,  or  pretend^  t»- 
difpute  ?  No  cercdnly ;  our  intention  was  to  inv^  him 
Vrith  new  privileges,  and  to  empower  him  to  do  that 
without  reafon,  which  with  reafon  he  could  do  bdbre. 

We  have  found  by  long  experience,  that  to  lie  under 
a  necefflty  (rf"  affigning  reafons,  is  very  troublefome,  and 
that  many  an  excellent  dcfign  has  mifcarried  by  Aelofi 
of  time  fpent  unneceflarily  in  examining  reafons. 

Always  to  ciU  fw  reafons,  and  always  to  rqeft 
them,  ftiews  a  ftraiige  degree  of  perverfenefi ;  yet  fuch 
is  the  daily  bfe^haviour  of  our  adveriarics,  ^rfio  have 
never  yet  been  fatisfled  mth  any  reafons  that  have  been 
o&red  by  us. 

They 
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'  They  have  nude  it  dieir  practice  to  demand  once 
a  year  the  rcafoos  for  which  we  maint^  a  Handing 
armf. 

One  year  we  told  them  that  it  was  neceHary,  becauie 
all  the  nanons  round  us  were  involved  in  war ;  this  had 
DO  effirft  upon  them,  and  therefore  refolving  to  do  our 
uUiu^  for  their  latisfaftion,  we  cold  them  the  next  year 
that  it  was  ncceiiary,  becaufe  all  the  nations  round  us 
were  at  peace. 

This  reafon  finding  no  better  reception  than  the  other, 
we  had  recourfe  to  our  apprehenfions  of  an  InvaTion  frorri 
Ac  Pretender,  of  an  infurredtion  in  favour  of  £«,  and 
of  a  general  dilaf&ftion  among  the  people. 

But  as  they  coimaue  itill  impenetrable,  and  oblige 
■s  fiiU  to  afligh  our  anniial  reafons,  we  ihall  fpare  no 
cndnvours  to  procure  fuch  as  may  be  more  {ktisfadory 
riian  any  c£  the  former. 

The  reafon  we  once  gave  for  building  barracks  was 
fix-  Sot  at  the  plague,  and  we  intend  next  year  to  p-o- 
pc&  t&e  augmentation  of  our  troc^s  for  fear  of  a  famine. 

The  committee,  by  which  the  A&  for  licenfmg  the 
ftage  WM  drawn  up,  had  too  long  known  the  inconve- 
mntce  a£  givii^  readbas,  and  were  too  well  acqu^nted 
iritfa  the  chara£lxrs  of  great  men,  to  lay  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  (x  his  deputy,  under  any  fuch  urmenting 
obligadca. 

Yet  left  Mr.  Brooke  fhtxAd  imagine  that  a  licenfe 
vai  re&fed  Mm  without  j\i&  realbns,  I  (hall  condefcend 
to  treat  him  with  more  regard  than  he  can  reafonably 
ape&f  and  pcnm;  on^  fudi  {entiments  ai  not  only  Juftly 
eqwded  him  K)  that  refufal^  but  would  have  provoked 

any 
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any  miniftry  lels  merciful  than  the  prefcnt  to  have'  In-* 
&.&ed  fome  heavier  penalties  upon  him. 

His  prologue  is  filled  with  fuch  infinuations  as  no 
friend  of  our  excellent  government  can  read  without 
indignation  and  abhorrence,  and  cannot  but  be  owned 
to  be  a  proper  tntrodu^on  to  fuch  fcenes,  as  feem  de- 
figned  to  kindle  in  the  audience  a  flame  of  oppofition, 
patriMiJm,  public  fpirit,  and  independency  -,  chat  fpirit 
which  we  have  fo  long  endeavoured  to  fupprefs>  and 
which  cannot  be  revived  without  the  entire  fubverfion  of 
all  our  fchemes. 

This  feditlous  poet,  not  content  with  making  an  open 
attack  upon  us,  by  declaring  in  pLun  tehns*  that  he  looks 
upon  freedom  as  the  only  fource  of  public  hapjnnels  and 
national  fecurity,  has  endeavoured  with  fubtlety^  equal  to 
his  nialice,  to  make  us  fufpiclous  of  our  fintieft  friends^ 
to  infe£t  our  confultations  with  diflnifti  and  to  ruin  us 
by  difunidng  us. 

This  indeed  mH  not  be  eafily  effeitedj  an  union 
founded  upon  intereft  and  cemented  by  dependence  is- 
naturally  lafting  :  but  confederacies  Which  owe  their  rife 
to  virtue  or  mere  conformity  of  fentiments,  are  quickly 
diffolved,  fince  no  individual  has  any  thing  either  to  . 
hope  or  fear  for  himfelf,  and'  public  fpirit  is  generally 
too  weak  to  combat  with  private  paflions. 

The  poet  has,  however,  attempted  to  weaken  our 
combination  by  an  artful  and  fly  aflfertion,  which,  if 
fuffered  to  remain  unconfuted,  may  operate  by  d^ce» 
upon  our  minds  in  the  days  of  leifure  and  retirement 
which  are  now  approaching,  and  perhaps  fill  us  with 
.     .  fuyh 
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ioch  luraiifes  as  may  at  Icaft  voy  much  embarrals  our 
affiurs. 

The  law  bf  which  the  Swe^s  juIHfied  didr  oppoH- 
tion  to  the  encroachments  of  the  King  of  Detmarkt  he 
not  only  calls 

Great  NatK-e's  law,  fh(  law  within  the  breajl. 

But  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  it  is 

I    ■  -  Stamp' d  hy  Heaven  upon  tb'  unletler'd  m'tnd^ 

By  which  he  evidently  intends  to  infinuate  a  maxim 
which  is,  I  hope,  as  falfe  as  it  is  pernicious,  that  men 
are  naturally  fond  of  liberty  till  thofe  unborn  ideas  and 
defires  are  effaced  by  literature. 

The  author,  if  he  be  not  a  man  mewed  up  in  his 
Iblitary  Ihidy,  and  entirely  unacqu^nted  with  the  con- 
duft  of  the  prefent  miniftry,  muft  know  that  we  hare 
hitherto  a£ted  upon  different  principles.  We  have  al- 
ways regarded  letters  as  great  obftruftions  to  our  fchemc 
of  fubordination,  and  have  therefore,  when  we  have 
heard  of  any  man  remarkably  unlettered,  carefully  noted 
him  down  as  the  moft  proper  perfon  for  any  employ- 
ments of  truft  or  honour,  and  confidercd  him  as  a 
man  in  whonxwc  could  fafely  repofe  our  moft  important 
fecrets. 

From  among  the  uneducated  and  unlettered  v/e  have 

chofen  not  only  our  embaffadors  and  other  negotiators, 

but  even  our  joumalifts  and  pamphleteers ;  nor  have  we 

£  had 
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had  any  reaibn  to  chan^  our  iwaTurcs,  or  t(>  repcnc  o 
the  confidence  which  we  have  placed  in  ignorance. 
Arc  we  now  tture&re  to  tK?  told,  thae  t^  Uv  is 

Stamp* d  upon  ib'  tmletler'd  mind? 

Are  we  to  fufpeft  our  placemen,  our  penfioners,  our 
genersUs,  our  lawyers,  our  belt  friends  in  both  houfes, 
all  our  adherents  among  the  atheifts  and  infidels,  and 
our  very  Gazetteers,  clerks  and  court-pages,  as  friends 
to  independency  ?  Doubtlefs  this  is  the  tendency  of  his 
affertion,  but  we  have  known  them  too  long  to  be  thus 
impofed  uponj  the  unlettered  have  been  our  warmeft  Jind 
moft  conftant  defenders,  nor  have  we  omitted  any  thing 
to  defervc  their  favour,  but  have  always  endeavoured  to ' 
rajfe  their  repuution,  extend  their  mfluence,  and  cn- 
(yeafe  their  number. 

In  his  firft  aft  he  abounds  with  fcntiments  very  in- 
confiftent  with  the  ends  for  which  the  power  of  licenCng 
was  granted  i  to  enumerate  them  all  would  be  to  tran- 
fcribc  a  great  part  of  his  play,  a  taflc  which  I  ihaU  very 
\fillingly  leave  to  others,  who,  though  true  friends  to 
the  government,  are  not  inflamed  with  zeal  ib  fiery  and 
impatient  as  thine,  and  therefore  do  not  feel  tfie  f?me 
emotions  of  rage  and  refentment  at  the  fight  of  thofc 
infamous  paflages,  in  which  venality  and  dependancc 
are  reprdented  as  mean  in  themfelves,  and  produaavc 
of  remorfe  and  infeUcity. 

One  line  which  ought,  in  mjr  opinion,  to  be  erafoj 
from  every  copy  by  a  IpeciaJ  aft  of  parliament,  is  tpcn- 

tioned 
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tioned  by  Aade^my  as  pronounced  b^  the  hero  in  hti 
flcep» 

O  Sweden,  0  ntf  country)  yet  FUJave  thee. 

This  line  I  have  reafon  to  believe  thrown  out  as  a  kind 
of  a  w^tch-word  for  the  oppofing  faftion,  who,  when 
Aey  meet  in  their  feditious  affcmblies,  have  been  ob- 
ferved  to  lay  their  hands  upon  their  breafts,  and  ciy  oxiC 
widi  great  vehemence  of  accent, 

O  B-*— —  *,  0  my  country,  yet  TUJave  thti. 

In  the  fecbnd  fcene  he  endeavours  to  fix  epithets  of 
contempt  upon  thofe  paffions  and  defires  which  have 
been  ahipays  found  moft  ufefiil  to  the  miiiiftty,  and  rfioil 
oppofite  to  the  ^irit  of  indepciidency.  - 

Bafe  fear,  the  lazmejs  of  hifl,  grofs  appetitety 
Tbefe  are  the  ladders  and  the  p-of/Ungfoot-JIoot 

From  whence  the  tyrant  rifes ' 

Secure  aiidfcepter'd  in  thefoufsjervility 
He  has  debauched  the  genius  of  our  country 
jfnd  rides  triumphant,  while  her  captive  Jons 
Asoait  his  nod,  thefilkmflav'es  of  pleajare^ 
Or  fetter' J  in  their  fears. 

Thus  is  that  decent  fubmilTicHi  to  our  fuperiors,  and 
Aat  pK^>er  awe  ef  authority  which  'we  are  taught  in 
coum,  termed  iaje  fear  and  the  Jhvility  ^  tbejcui. 

,  •  Qpuiii.    E.      ,       . 

E  2  Thus 
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Thus  are  thofc  gayctics  and  eigoyments,  thofe  ielegant 
amufcments,  and  lulling  pleafures  which  the  followers 
of  a  court  arc  bleffed  with,  as  the  juft  rewards  of  their 
attendance  and  fubmiHion,  degraded  to  htftt  gT^P^fi* 
vnCi  debauchery.  The  author  oug^t  to.  be  cold,  that 
courts  are  not  to  be  mentioned  with  fo-  litde  ceremony, 
and  dut  though  gallantries  and  amours  are  ac^itted 
there,  it.  b  almoft  treafon  to  fuppoft  them  infefted  with 
debauchery  or  lull. 

It  is  obfetvable,  that  when  this  hateful  writer  has  con- 
ceived any  thought  of  an  uncommon  malig^ty,  a  though 
which  tends  in  a  more  particular  manner  to  excite  the 
love  of  liberty,  animate  -  the  heat  of  patriodlin,  or  de- 
grade the  majcfty  of  kings,  he  takes  care  to  put  it  in 
the  mouth  of  his  hero,  that  it  may  be  more  forcibly  im- 
prefled  upran  his  reader.  Thus  Gujlavus,  Ipcaking  of 
his  tatters,  cries  out. 


—Tes,  my  Arvida, 


Befond  the /weeping  of  the  froufUfi  train 
Tbatjbades  a  monarch' t  heel,  J. prize  tbefe  •weeds. 
For  they  arejacred  to  my  country's  fi-eedom. 

Here  this  abandoned  San  of  liberty  makes  a  full  difco- 
very  of  his  execrable  principles,  the  tatters  of  Guftavus, 
the  ufual  drels  of  the  alTertors  of  thefe  do^txines,  are 
pf  more'  divinity,  bec^ufe  they'  arg  facrcd  ai  freedom, 
than  the  fumptuous  -and  -mag^tiecnt  robes  of  reg^ity 
itfelf.  Such  fentimeji^  are  ttuly  decpfla^k,  nor  could 
any  thing  be  an  aggravation  of  the  author's  guilt,  except 
his  ludicrous  manner  <Sf  mentioning  a  monarch. 
■     r  :  -■-  The 
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The  heei  of  a  monareb,  or  even  die  print  of  hU  i«/, 
is  a  thing  too  venerable  and  facred  to  be  treated  with 
fuch  levity,  and  placed  in  contraft  with  rags  and  pover- 
ty. He,  that  will  fpcak  contemptuoufly  of  the  beel  (rf" 
a  moHorci,  will,  whenever  he  can  with  fecurity,  fpeak 
contemptuoufly  of  his  head. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  glaring  palTages  which  have  oc- 
curred, in  the  perufal  of  the  firfl;  pages  i  my  indigna-, 
tion  will  not  fuffer  mc  to  proceed  farther,  and  I  think 
much  better  of  the  licenfer,  dian  to  believe  he  went 
fofar.  ;  . 

In  the  few  remarks  wWch  I  have  fet  down,  the  reader 
will  eafily  c^ferve,  that  I  have  drained  no  exprelTion  be- 
yond its  natural  import,  and  have  divefted  myfelf  of  all 
beat,  partiality,  and  prejudice. 

So  far  therefore  is  Mr.  Sroeke  from  having  received 
any  hard  or  unwairantable  treatment,  that  the  licenfer 
has  only  a£ted  in  purfuance  of  that  law  to  which  he 
owes  his  power)  a  law,  which  every  admirer  of  die  ad- 
miniibation  muftown  to  be  very  neceflary,  and  to  have 
produced  very  falutary  efiedbs. 

I  am  indeed  furprifed,  that  this  great  office  is  not 
drawn  out  into  a  longer  ftries  of  deputations,  fince  it 
might  a6Ford  a  gainful  and  reputable  employment  to  a 
mat  number  of  the  friends  of  the  government  j  and  I 
(hould  think,  inftead  of  having  immediate  recourfe  to  the 
deputy-licenfcr  himfelf,  it  might  be  fufficient  honqur  for 
any  poet,  except  the  laureat,  to  Hand  bare-headed  in 
tfie  prefence  of  the  deputy  of  the  deputy's  deputy  in 
;hc  nineteenth  fubprdination. 

E  3  Such 
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Such  a  number  cannot  but  be  thought  neccffary,  if 
we  take  into  confideration  the  great  work  of  drawing 
up  an  index  expurgatorius  to  ^  the  old  plays ;  which  is> 
I  hope,  alrrai^  undertaken,  or  if  it  has  been  hitherto 
unhappily  neglected,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  recom- 
mend. 

The  produftions  of  our  old  poets  are'  crouded  with 
paflages  very  unfit  for  the  cars  of  an  En^ijh  auctience, 
and  which  cannot  be  pronounced  without  irritating  the 
miixds  of  the  people. 

This  cenfurc  I  do  not  confine  to  thofe  lines  in  which 
liberty,  natural  equality,  wicked  minifters,'  deluded 
kings,  mean  arts  of  negociation,  vena!  fenates,  merce- 
nary troops,  oppreflive  officers,  fervile  and  exorbitant 
taxes,  univerfal  corruption,  the  hixuries  of  a  court,  the 
miferies  of  the  people,  the  decline  of  trade,  or  die  hap- 
pinels  of  indefpendency  are  dircftly  mentiohed.  Thefc 
are  fuch  glaring  paflages  as  cannot  be  fuSered  to  pafs 
without  the  moft  fupine  and  criminal  negligence.  I 
hope  the  vigilance  of  the  licenfers  will  extend  to  al 
fuch  Q>eeches  and  foliloquies  as  tend  to  recommend,  the 
pleafures  of  virtue,  the  tranquillity  of  an  uncorrupted 
head,  and  the  fatisfaftions  of  confcious  innocence ;  for 
though  fuch  ftrokes  as  thefe  do  not  appear  to  a  common 
eye  to  direaten  any  danger  to  the  government,  yet  it  is 
well  known  to  more  penetrating  obfervers,  that  they 
have  fuch  confequences  as  cannot  be  too  diligently  ob- 
viated, or  too  cautioufly  avoided. 

A  man,  who  becomes  once  enamoured  of  the  charms 

<rf"  virtue,  is  apt  to  be  very  little  concerned  about  the 

acquiftuoii  of  wealth  or  tides,  and  is  therefore  not  eafily 

ft  induced 
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induced  M  aA  in  a  manner  contrary  to  his  reat  fcnti- 
mcntSi  or  to  rote  at  the  word  of  command ;  by  cwi-. 
trafting  his  deflres,  and  regulating  his  appetites,  he  want* 
much  leTs  than  other  men,  and  ereiy  one  verfed  in  die 
arts  of  government  can  tcU,  diat  men  are  more  eafily 
influenced  in  proportion  as  they  are  more  necefGtom. 

This  is  not  the  only  reafon  why  virtue  Ihould  not  re-- 
ceiye  too  much  countenance  from  a  licenfed  ftage  j-htf 
admirers  and  followers  are  not  only  naturally  indepen- 
dent, but  Icam  fuch  an  uniform  and  confiftet^  manner 
of  fpeaking  and  acting,  that  they  frequmdy  by  the  mere 
ibrce  of  artiefi  honefty  furmount  all  die  obftacks  which 
iiibtkty  and  pollrics  can  tiirow  in  their  way,  and  obtain 
their  ends  in  fpite  of  die  mod  profound  and  fagacious 
jniniftry. 

Such  then  are  the  pal&ges  to  be  aipunged  by  the 
licenlers :  in  many  parts  indeed  the  fpceches  will  be  im- 
perfeft,  and  die  action  appear  not  regularly  conduced, 
but  the  Poet  Laureat  may  eafily  fupply  thefe  vacuities, 
by  inferting  fome  of  his  own  verfes  in  praife  of  wealth, 
luxury,  and  venality. 

But  alas !  aQ  thofe  pernicious  fentiments  which  we 
fhall  bwiifii  from  the  ftage,  will  be  vented  from  the 
prefe,  and  more  ftudiouQy  read  bccaufe  they  jire  pro- 
hibited ?  • 

I  cannot  but  earncftly  implore  the  friends  of  the  go- 
vernment to  leave  no  art  untried  by  which  we  may  hope 
to  fucceed  in  our  dcfign  of  extending  the  power  of  the 
licenfer  to  the  prefs,  and  of  making  it  criminal  to  pub* 
Jiflj  any  thing  without  an  imprimatur. 

E  4  How 
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How  much  would  this  lingle  law  lighten  the  mighty 
burden  of  ftate  affairs  ?  .With  how  much  fecurity  might 
our  minifters  enjoy  their  honours,  their  pkcesj  their  re- 
putations, and  their  admirers,  could  they  once  fuppreis 
thofe  malicious  invectives  which  are  at  prefent  fo  induf- 
trioufly  propagated,  and  fo  eagerly  read,  could  they 
hinder  any  arguments  but  their  own  from  coming  to  the 
ears  of  the  pec^le,  and  flop  cffeftually  the  voice  of  ca- 
vil and  enquiry. 

I  cannot  but  indulge  myfelf  a  Utde  while  by  dwelling. 
on  this  pleafing  fcene,  and  imagining  thofe  halcyon-4(^Sy 
in  which  no  politics  fhall  be  read  but  thofe  of  the  Ga- 
zelteerj  nor  aiy  poetry  but  that  of  the  Laureat  j  when 
we  Ihall  hear  of  nothing  but  the  fuccefsful  negociations 
of  our  minifters,  and  the  great  a£tions  of 

How  much  hap[Her  would  this  ftate  be,  than  thofe 
perpetual  jealoufies  and  contentions  which  are  infepara- 
ble  from  knowledge  and  hberty,  and  which  have  for 
many  years  kept  this  nation  in  perpetual  commotions. 

But  thefe  arc  times  rather  to  be  wiftied  for  than  ex- 
pefted,  for  fuch  is  the  nature  of  our  unquiet  country- 
men, that  if  they  are  not  admitted  to  the  knowledge  of 
affairs,  they  are  always  fufpcding  their  governors  of  de- 
figns  prejudicial  to  their  intereft  j  they  have  not  the  leaft 
notion  of  the  pleafing  tranquillity  of  ignorance,  nor  can 
be  brought  to  imagine,  that  they  are  kept  in  the  dark, 
left  too  much  light  ftiould  hurt  tlieir  eyes.  They  have 
long  claimed  a  right  of  dire£i:ing  tlieir  fuperiors,  and  arc 
cxafperated.at  the  leaft  mention  of  fecrets  of  flate. 

This  temper  makes  them  very  readily  encourage  any 
writer  or  printer,  who,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  or  for- 
tune, 
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ture,  will  ffvc  them  any  information ;  and  while  this 
humour  prevails,  there  never  will  be  wanting  feme 
daring  adventurer  who  will  write  in  defence  of  liberty, 
and  fomt  zenlous  or  avaricious  printer  who  will  dUperfe 
hb-ptqiers. 

It  >^  never  yet  been  found  that  any  power,  however 
vigilant  or  defpotic,  has  been  able  to  prevent  the  pub- 
licadon  of  fedidous  journals,  ballads,  elTays,  and  diSer- 
tadons ;  Cenfideratims  on  the  frejent  fiate  of  affairs^  mi 
Eaquiries  into  the  cmduH  of  the  admnijiratim  *. 

Yet  I  muft  confefs,  that  confidering  the  fuccels  with 
which  the  prefent  mini(fay  has  hitherto  proceeded  in  their 
attemjMs  to  drive  out  of  the  world- the  old  prejudices  of 
patriotifm  and  public  fpirit,  I  cannot  but  entertain  fome 
lu^ies,  that  what  has  been  fo  often  attempted  by  their 
predcceflbrs,  is  referved  to  be  accomplished  by  their  fu- 
pcrior  abilities. 

If  I  might  prefume  xa  advife  them  upon  this  great 
a^r,  I  ihould  difluade  them  Irom  any  direft  attempt 
upon  the  Bberty  of  the  prefs,  which  is  the  darling  of 
the  common  people,  and  therefore  cannot  be  attacked 
without  immediate  danger.  They  may  proceed  by  a  more 
fure  and  filent  way,  and  attain  the  defired  end  without 
noife,  detraftion,  or  oppreflion. 

There  are  fcattered  over  this  kingdom  fcveral  little 
feminaries,  in  which  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  and  the 
younger  fons  of  our  nobility  and  gentry  are  taught,  from 
their  earlieft  infancy  the  pernicious  arts  of  fpelling  and 
reading  which  they  afterwards  continue  to  praftifc,  very 

*  Tiilet  of  paniphleti  pnbliOied  at  thiijanAure.  The  former 
by  Itord  Lyitleton.    Stt  hi*  work*,  vol,  I.    E. 

much 
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much  to  die  difturbance  of  theif  own  quiet,  and  the  in- 
terruption of  minifteria!  meafures. 

Thefe  ftminariea  may,  bjr  an  aft  of  parliament,  be 
at  once  fuppreflcd*  and  that  our  poftcrity  be  deprived 
(rf"  ail  means  of  reviving  this  corrupt  method  of  edi^-'*» 
tion,  it  n>ay  be  made  frlonj  to  teach  tO  read  without  4  "^ 
licenfc  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain, 

This  expedient,  which  I  hope  win  be  cwefully  con- 
cealed from  the  yulgar,  muft  infallibly  anfWer  the  great 
end  propofed  by  it,  and  Ifci  the  power  of  the  court  not 
dnly  above  the  infolts  of  the  poers,  but  in  a  fhwt  time 
above  the  necefiity  of  providing  againft:  riiem.  The 
liccnfer  having  his  authority  thus  extended,  will  in  time 
enjoy  tlie  title  and  the  falary  without  the  trouble  of 
^ercifing  his  power,  and  the  nation  will  reft  at  length 
in  ignorance  and  peace. 
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NOTE        I. 

ACT    I,  SCENE    I. 

Enter  tbrte  Wiubes, 

IN  order  to  make  a  true  eftimatc  of  the  abilities  and 
merit  of  a  writer,  it  is  always  ncceflary  to  examine 
the  genius  of  his  age,  and  tlie  opinions  of  his  contem- 
poraries, A  poet  who  (hould  now  make  the  wliote  ac- 
dcHi  of  his  tragedy  depend  upon  enchantment,  and  pro- 
duce the  chief  events  by  the  alTiftance  of  fupern&tural 
agents,  would  be  cenfured  as  tranfgrelpng  the  bounds  of 
probability,  he  would  be  banifiied  from  the  theatre  to 
the  nurfery,"  and  condemned  to  write  Fjury  Tales  inftead 
of  Tragedies ;  but  a  furvey  of  the  notions  that  prcvMled 
at  the  time  when  this  play  was  written,  willprove  that 
Sbakfpeare  was  in  no  danger  of  fuch  cenfures,  fince  he 
only  turned  the  fyftem  that  was  then  upiverfally  admitted 
to  his  advantage,  and  was  far  from  overburthenlng  t^C 
credulity  of  his  audience. 

The  reality  of  witchcraft .  or  enchantment,  which, 
though  not  ftri€t!y  the  fame,  arc  corifounde*  in  this  play, 
has  in  all  ages  and  countries  been  credited  by  the  com- 
mon 

D.D.t.zeabyGo6glc 


OBSERVATIONS.  &c.'         6c 

tnon  people,  and  in  moft  by  the  learned  themfdVes. 
Thefe  j^antoms  have  indeed  appeared  more  frequently, 
in  proporncHi  as  the  daricnefs  of  ignorance  has  been 
more  groTs ;  but  it  cannot  be  ihown,  that  the  brightcft 
gleams  of  knowledge  have  at  any  time  been  fufficient  to 
drive  them  out  of  the  world.  The  time  in  which  this 
kind  of  credulity  was  at  its  height>  feems  to  have  been 
diat  of  the  holy  war,  in  which  the  Chriftians  imputed  aB 
chdr  defeats  to  enchantment  or  diabolical  oppofition,  as 
they  afcribcd  d»eir  fuccefs  to  the  afliftance  df  their  mili- 
tary f^nts,  and  the  learned  Mr.  H^arburion  appears  to  be- 
Heve  {St^,  to  the  IntroduBim  to  Don  Qukote)  dut  the 
fatt  accounts  of  enchantments  were  brought  'wso  this 
part  of  the  world  by  thofe  who  returned  from  their  ealt;- 
em  expeditions.  But  there  is  always  fome  diftance  be- 
tween the  birth  and  maturity  of  folly  as  of  wickednefi : 
this  opinion  had  long  exifted,  though  perhaps  the  ap- 
pficadon  of  it  had  in  no  foregoing  age  been  fo  frequent^ 
nor  the  reception  £b  general.  Olympiederus,  in  Phetiiu'& 
ExtraAs,  tells  us  of  one  Lihanius,  who  pra&ifed  diis 
Und  of  military  magic,  and  having  prorhifed  x^f'f  btAiIw* 
^xah»  ^ofCafwn  nifytty,  to  perform  great  things  agaix^  the 
Barbarians  without  Jeidiers,  was,  at  the  tnftances  of  the 
emprels  Tlacidta,  put  to  death,  when  lie  was  about  to 
have  givrti  proofs  of  his  abilities.  The  emprefs  fliewed 
Ibme  kindnels  in  her  anger  by  cutting  him  off  at  a  time 
&  convenient  for  hb  reputation. 

But  a  more  remarkable  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  diis 
notion  may  be  found  in  St.  Chryfofiom'%  book  de  Sacer- 
dotiOi  whictuexhibits  a  fcene  of  enchantments  not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  romance  of  the  middl?  age ;  he  fuppofes 

a  fpcc- 
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a  ipe£l:3£or>  ov«rlooku^  a  field  of  battle,  atcended  by 
om  that  pcwts  out  all  the  varknw  ot^eds  of  horror, 
the  eqgines  of  deftruilion,   and  the  arts  of  flaug^uer, 

A/V«jtiir  )^  ii^'ici^  Z^  Am  /JvK  frtcted  to  fi/ew  bm  m  tbt 
^fjfi^it  ofmUs  borjes  Jfymg  fy  tncbemtmentt  armed  mat 
»a0aiet^  through  the  air,  and  every  fower  <m3  form  ef 
Wfigo''  Whether  St  Cbryfofim  believed  that  fuch  pw- 
formaiices  were  really  to  be  feeu  in  a  day  of  batde,  or 
only  endeavoiired  to  enliven  his  defcription,  by  adopt- 
ing die  notions  of  the  vulgar,  it  is  equally  cert^n,  diat 
ibch  notions  were  in  his  time  recdved,  and  that  there- 
fore they  were  not  imported  from  the  Saracens  in  a  later 
age  i  the  wars  with  the  Saraceat,  however,  gave  occa- 
fion  to  their  propagation,  not  only  as  bigotry  naturally 
diJcovera  prodigies,  but  as  die  fcene  of  a£tion  was  re- 
moved to  a  greater  diftance,  and  diflance  eidier  (^time 
or  place  is  fufficient  to  reconcile  weat  minds  to  wonder- 
fiil  relaticHis. 

The  reformation  £d  not  immediately  arrive  at  its  me- 
ridian, and  thov^h  day  was  gradually  encreafing  upon 
us>  the  got^ns  of  witchcraft  ftill  continued  to- hover  in 
the  twilight.  In  the  time  of  Queen  Elizaietb  -waa  die 
remarkable  trial  of  the  witches  of  iVarhois,  whofc  coOf- 
viflion  is  ftiU  commemorated  in  an  annual  Sermon  at 
Hknlingdon.  But  in  the  reign  of  King  James,  in  ii^ch 
this  tn^dy  was  written,  many  circumftanccs  concurred 
to  propagate  and  confirm  this  opiniiMi.  The  kJrg,  «to 
was  much  celebrated  for  his  knowledge,  had,  before 
his  arrival  in  Ef^land,  not  only  examined  in  per£>n  s 
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wiman  accuftd  of  witchcraft,  but  had  g^ven  «  very  for* 
mal  account  of  the  practices  and  illufions  of  evil  fpiria, 
the  compafts  of  witches,  the  ceremonies  ufcd  by  them, 
the  manner  of  dewfting  them,  and  the  juftice  o(  pii- 
(lilhing  them,  in  his  dialogues  of  DtPMmobgu,  wiitceo 
in  the  Scottifi}  dialed,  and  publiihed  at  Edadmrgb.  This 
book  was,  loon  after  his  acceflion,  repiintcd  at  Londtm, 
aod  fS  the  ready  way  tn  gjon  King  jMtus'i  favour  wn 
to  Batter  his  fpeculatdons,  the  fyftem  of  Banmole^-wa 
immediately  adopted  by  aU  who  defired  eldier  to  gain 
preferment  or  not  to  lofe  it.  Thus  thedoSrine  of  witch- 
craft was  very  powerftiUy  inculca^,  and  as  the  grcateft 
part  of  mankind  have  no  other  reafon  for  thar  opiiuon* 
than  that  they  are  in  fafliion,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but 
this  perfuaiion  made  a  rapid  progrefs,  fince  vanity  and 
oedutity  co-operated  in  its  favour,  and  it  had  a  tendency 
to  free  cowardice  from  reproach.  The  Infection  Gxm. 
reached  the  parliament,  who.  In  the  flrft  year  of  King 
JamiSt  made  a  la«,  by  which  it  was  eaa£^,  cb.  xii. 
That  *'  if  any  peribn  Ihall  ufe  any  invocation  or  con*  . 
•*■  jurarioQ  of  any  e>ril  or  wicked  fplrit;  a.  Or  ihall 
"  confult,  covenant  with,  entertain,  employ,  feed  or 
•'  reward  any  evil  or  curfed  fprit  to  or  for  any  intent  or 
"  purpofe  i  3.  Or  take  up  any  dead  man,  woman  or 
«  child  out  of  the  grave,— or  the  (kin,  bone,  or  any 
"  part  of  the  dead  perfon,  to  be  employed  or  ufed  in 
**  any  iriMiner  of  mtchcraft,  forcery,  charm,  or  enchant- 
"  mcnt  J  4.  Or  Ihall  ufe,  praftife  or  exercife  any  fort 
**  of  witchcraft,  forcery,  charm,  or  enchantment;  5. 
**  Whereby  any  perfon  flxall  be  deftroyed,  killed,  wafted, 
"  confumed,  pined,  or  lamed  in  any  part  of  the  body ; 

6.  That 

■    ■  D.D.t.zeabyG00glc 


£4         OBSERVATIONS   on   the 

"  6.  That  every  fiich  perfon,  being  con^fted,  (hall  ftf- 
**  fer  deah." 

Thus,  in  the  time  of  SbtAJpearey  was  the  doftrine  of 
wcchcraft  at  once  eftabliflied  by  law  and  by  the  faftiion, 
and  it  became  not  only  unpolite,  but  criminal,  to  doubt 
iCj  and  as  prodigies  are  always  leen  in  fwoportion  as  they 
are  expefted,  wib:hes  were  every  day  difcovered>  and 
multiplied  fo  &ft  in  fome  places,  that  bifhop  Hall  mcn- 
tiona  a  village  in  Ijouajbiret  where  their  number  was 
^ater  than  that  of  the  houfes.  The  Jefuits  and  Sec- 
taries took  advantage  of  this  univerfal  error,  and  en- 
dcaroured  to  promote  the  Jntereft  of  their  parties  by 
-pretended  cures  of  perfons  afflidcd  by  evil  fpirits,  but 
they  were  deteded  and  expofed  by  the  clei^of  the  efta- 
bliflied  church. 

Upon  this  general  infatuation  Sbakjpeare  might  be 
eafily  allowed  to  found  a  play,  efpecially  fince  he  has 
followed  with  g^eat  exaftnefs  fuch  hiftories  as  were  then 
dkought  true ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  fcenes  of 
enchantment,  however  they  may  now  be  ridiculed,  were 
both  by  himfelf  and  his  audience  thought  awful  and  af- 
fefling. 

NOTE      II. 
S    C    E    M    E       n. 

— nr'  H  E  mcrcilds  Macdsnelt — from  the  Wcftern 

J-  Ides 

Of  Kerns  and  Galh-x-glaffes  was  fupply'd. 
And  fortune  on  his  damned  qmiry  fmiling ; 
Shew'd  like  a  rebel's  whore. 

Kena 
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Kens  are  light-arnicd,  and  GaVow-glaffes  heavy-arnrttd 
fbldiers.  Tfic  wotd  quarry  has  no  fenfe  that  is  properly 
applicable  in  this  place,  and  theref(»-e  it  is  nccdSary  to 
read 

jindforime  at  bit  Jamud  <^axn^JmBig. 

Quarrel  was  formerly  ufed  for  caujiy  <x  for  the  eceafictt 
^  »  qmarr^t  and  is  to  be  found  in  that  &nlc  in  HoUitig- 
fitea^i  accoi30t  of  the  fbry  of  Micbetbj  who>  upon  the 
creation  of  the  prince  of  Qmberlandj  thought^  lays  the 
hifbrian,  that  he  had  a  jufi  quarrel  to  endeavour  after 
-]die  crown.  The  fenfe  therefore  is  fortune  _^iiiaig  w  bis 
txetraiie  taiife,  &c 


NOTE     in. 

IF  1  lay  feothi  I  muft:  report  they  were 
As  cannons  overcharged  with  double  cracks. 
So  they  redoubled  ftrokes  i^n  the  foe : 

Mr.  Theobald  has  endeavoured  to  improve  die  fenfe 
of  this  paflage  by  altering  the  punctuation  thus : 

— i ^They 

As  cannons  overcharg'd,  with  double  cradts 
So  they  redoubled  ftrokes  • 

He  declares,  with  fome  degree  of  exultation,  that  he 

has  no  idea  of  a  ctanten  (barged  with  duahie  cracks  -,  but 

F  furely 
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fiird^  the  ffcac  sathor  wiB  not  gain  ipudi  by  an  alter* 
atioa  vhich  makes  him  lay  of  a  hero,  chat  he  redawhtei 
^frolej  wth  JufkU  cracktt  an  cxpreflion  poc  more  kmdly 
to  be  ^){dauded,  or  more  esdily  pardoned  than  chat 
which  is  rejefted  in  its  favotir.  That  a  eautam  is  charged 
with  tbmtdir  or  vokb  dtmhh  tbttnders  may  be  written^  not 
only  'without  nonrenle>  but  widi  elegance,  and  nothing 
dfe  is  here  meant  by  cracks^  irhkh  in  the  nmc  of  tbia 
miter  was  a  word  of  fiich  emphafis  and  d^;Bky,  Aat  in 
das  play  he  terms  the  general  difl<rfMion  of  nature  Ac. 
track  if  ioom. 

There  are  amoi^  Mr.  T^AhS/V  akeraoons  cdiera 
irindi  I  do  not  i^prore,  though  I  do  not  always  cot- 
fure  them ;  for  fomc  di  his  amendments  are  fo  excel' 
lent,  that,  erenwhcnhehasfkiled,  he  ought  to  be  treated 
with  indulgmce  and  rcTpeft. 


N    O   T    E     IV. 

King,  TJ  U  T  who  comes  here  ? 

-O     M»l  The  worthy  Thme  of  Roffe, 
Lmw.  What  hafte  looks  thro'  his  eyes  ? 
So  Ihould  he  look,  x^tjeems  to  fpc^  things  ftrange. 

The  meaning  of  this  palliige  as  it  now  fknda  is,  /t 
fiould  be  lookt  that  leeks  *s  if  be  told  thhlgs  firaagt.  But 
Ra^  neither  yet  told  firange-things>  nor  covld  k)ok  aa 
if  he  told  diem  ;  Lenox  only  conjcdured  fixHn  his  ur 
diac  he  had  ib^ge  things  to  td^  and  therefore  ua- 
doubKdly  laid 

-^-'Wbat 
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•—What  hafte  looks  thro'  his  eyei  ? 
So  Ihould  he  lo(^,  that  teemt  to  fycik  things  ftmtgr. 

He  lotJts  like  au  that  is  HgwitbJbmttbiKg  ^mpmoMv 
ameuphorfo  lucund,  that  k  is  ereiy  day  uiid  in  cgnv* 
moa  difcourie. 

NOTE      V. 

SCENE       m. 

Thtouier.        Eater  the  three  fHtehes. 

V»  »^f*.  "\;I7 H E R E  haft  thou  been  fiftw ? 
W      2d  mtcb.  Killing  firine. 

y  fTueh.  Sifter,  where  thou? 

}Jt  ffitch.  A  l^lor's  trife  had  chelhuts  in  her  li^ 
And  mobncht,  and  mouncht,  and  mouncht.    Give  me* 

quoth  I. 
(i)  Arrant  thee,  vitch,  the  rump-fed  lonyon  cries. 
Her  hufband's  to  y&fft  gon^  mafter  o'^'figiri 
But  in  a  ficre  111  thither  fiul. 
And  like  a  rat  without  a  tul, 
111  d&— rU  do— and  I'U  do. 

aJ  WU^'  111  ipve  thee  a  wind. 

i>  Wueh.  Thou  art  kind. 

j^  WUeh.  And  I  anocfaer, 

i#  Wuth.   I  mjr&lf  have  all  the  other. 
And  die  (2)  very  poims  they  blowj 
AU  the  quarters  that  they  know, 
lU*  Shaman's  card  ■- 

F  2  I  wiU 
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I  will  drain  him  dry  its  hay; 
Sleep  ifaall  neither  night  nor  day 
Hang  upon  his  penc-houfe  lid ; 
He  Ihall  liver  a  man  (j)  forlMd ; 
"Weary  fev'iv-nights  nine  times,  nine, 
ShaU  he  dwindle,  peak  and  pine: 
Tho'  his  bark  cannot  be  loft» 
Yet  it  Ihall  be  ttrnpeft-tofli.      . 
Look  what  I  have. 
ad  JVitcb.  Sticw  me,  flicw  me. 


(i)  Arqint  th«,  witth,- 


In  one  of  the  folio  ^tions  the  Kading  is  anoini  tbert 
in  a  fenfe  very  confiftent  with  the  common  accounts  of 
witches,  who  arc  rdaced  to  perform  many  fupcrnatural 
afts  by  the  means  of  xinguents,  and  particularly  to  fly 
through  the  wr  to  the  places  where  they  meet  at  thrir 
hellilh  feffivals.  In  this  fcnfe  anoint  tbei,  witch ,  wiH 
mean,  awa;/,  witch,  to  your  infernal  ajfembij.  This  read- 
ing I  was  inclined  to  favour,  becaiife  i  had  met  with 
the  word  aroint  in  no  other  place  j  till  looldflg  into 
Ueante's  coUeftions,  I  found  it  in  a  very  old  drawing, 
that  he  has  publifhedj  in  which  St.  Patrick  is  reprefrnted 
vifiting  hell,  and  putting  the  devils  into  great  conflifion 
by  his  prefence,  of  whom  one  that  is  driving  the  damned  . 
before  him  with  a  prong,  has  a  label  ifluing  out  front 
his  mouth  with  thefe  words  out  out  aronfft,  of  which 
the  laft  is  evidently  the  famewith  aroint,  and  ufed  in 
the  lame  fcnfe  as  in  this  paflage. 

(2)  And 
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(2)  And  the  very  points  they  blow.  . 

As  the  vord  very  is  here  of  no  other  u&  tbao  to'  fill 
up  die  verfc,  it  is  likely  that  Shakfpeare  wrote  variousj 
•which  mi^t  be  eafily  nufhdccn  for  vtry.,  being  either 
n^^ndy  read,  baftily  pronownced>  cff  imperfc^y 
heard. 

(3)  He  fliall  live  a  man  ferbU. 

Mr.  Theebaid  has  very  juftly  explained  /eriid  by  ac- 
aafedi  but  witbouc  giving  any  reafon  of  his  interpreta- 
boo.  To  kd  is  originally  to  fray,  as  in  this  Scatm  &ag- 
pienL 

|>e  J5*  r»r  15  bit  *3  bore,  &c. 

He  is  wife  that  -prayt  &  improves. 

As  to  fm-iM  therefore  impbes  to  prohibit,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  wocd  ^  in  its  prefent  fen&i  it  figniBes 
by  die  iarat  ^tind  of  oj^litioo  to  curfe,  .when  it  is  de- 
rived from  the  fame  word  in  its  primitive  meaning. 

N    O    T  E       VI. 

S    C'  E    N    E        V. 

'T^  H  E  incongruity  of  all  the  paflages  in  which  the 
■'•    ?2«K  of  Cawdor  is  mentioned  is  very  remarkable ;    , 
in  the  fccond  fcene  the  'Thanes  of  Rjo/fe  and  jfngus  bring 
the  king  an  account  of  the  battle,  and  inform  him  that 
fWVfoy 
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AflKbd  by  that  moft  diflojr^  traytor 
The  Thaae  of  Cambr,  'gan  »  Afiiul  confiO. 

2t  i^piQUs  that  Cawiar  was  taken  pnfantr,  fer  die  king 
fays  in  die  Tunc  feoie, 

■■■-—■  Go,  pronounce  his  death. 
And  with  tiis  fbnner  title  greet  Maebetb. 

Ytt  dmgh  Cavidar  was  thus  edcen  bjr  Maeietb,  io  anas 
-agsinft  hi)  king^  wheo  MatieA  is  fakitod,  is  the  finulfc 

fccne.  Thane  of  Cawdorjhy^yfaxAS\&ia%,  he  afl[%. 

How  of  CinnAr^  theTSmrf  ^Qnetftrifvurj 
A  profp'rouB  gentleman.— *- 

And  ia  the  next  line  confiden  the  prftm^,  diiat  he 
Jfaould  be  Camdor  and  Ki^,  as  equally  ui^ely  to  be 
acctxnpliibed.  How  can  Machtth  be  ignorant  of  the 
ftate  d'the  Tbaneof  ConuW-,  whomhehaajviftdefintttd 
and  taken  prifoncr,  or  call  him  a  prejpereui  GentlemoH 
who  has  forfeited  his  title  and  life  by  open  rebellion  ? 
Or  why  fliould  he  wonder  that  the  title  of  the  rebel  whom 
he  has  overthrown  fliould  be  confeircd  upon  him  ?  He 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  diSirmble  his  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  <^Jbr,  becauli;  he  enquires  mdi-allihe 
ardour  of  cwiofityi  and  tlu  vehemence  <A  fufldea  aj|o- 
niflunent }  and  becaufe  nobody  is  prefent  but  SoK^ut, 
who  had  an  equal  part  in  the  battle,  and  was  equally 
acquainted  with  Cawdor's  treafon.  However,  in  the  next 
fcenc,  his  igncKaace  (till  continues  t  and,  when  Ro^  and 
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Aigas  prdent  fiim  fioin  the  king  vn&i  his  new  ti6e,  he 
aiesont 

— —  The  ^OKt  of  Cawdor  Eves. 
VThy  do  you  drcfi  me  in  his  botrowed  robes  ? 

ilg/S  and  y^gus,  viho  -were  Ae  meflcngers  diat  in  the 
fccond  fcene  infonned  the  king  of  the  afliftaficc  given 
by  -'.azodcr  to  the  invader,  having  loft,  as  well  as  Mat- 
ie!k,  all  memory  of  what  they  had  fo  lately  fecn  and  r&- 
hted,  nulte  dus  anfffier, 

Whether  heiw 

Combin'd  with  Nenoffft  <x  did  line  die  rebels 
Widi  hidden  help  and  vantage,  or  with  bt>th 
He  labout'd  in  Ms  codnti7*»  wredc,  I  know  liot 

Mdd»er  Kajfe  knew  what  he  had  juft  reported,  nor  Mac^ 
heth  what  he  had  juft  done.  This  feems  not  to  be  one  . 
of  the  &ult)^that  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  tranfcribers, 
Cnce*  though  the  inconllftjcncy<^/i^  m&.Atgus  mig^t 
be  removed,  by  fuppofing  that  their  names  are  errone- 
oufly  inferred,  and  that  only  K^e  broug^  the  account 
of  the  battle,  and  only  M^  was  fent  to  compliment 
M^hethf  yet  the  foigetfulneis  of  Machtth  cannot  be 
palliated,  Cnce  what  he  £»ys  could  not  have  been  Qwkea 
I7  any  other, 

NOTE      VII. 

THE  thougjit,  whofe murder  yet  is  but  fiutaftical* 
Shiika  (b  n^  fingle  jbue  of  man, • 

F  4  The 
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.  Thtjaglefiate  ^  mm  feems  to  be  .ufed  by  Shai^ptare 
fa  an  individual,  in  oppofidon  tt>  a  eemmeawealthj  or 
coajwiS  hdy  of  men. 


NOTE      VIII. 

Mathetb.  /^OME  what  come  may, 

V-4  titiK  and  the  bour  runs  thro'  die  roughcft 
day. 

I  fuppofe  every  reader  is-difgufted  at  die  tautology  in 
this  pallage,  time  and  the  bour,  and  mil  therefore  wil- 
lingly believe  that  Sbal^eare  wrote'  it  dius, 

— —  Come  what  come  may, 
TiKU  /  m  /—the  hour  runs  thro'  the  roughed  day.  - 

Macbeth  is  deliberadng  upon  tlie  events  which  are  xa 
befal  him;  but  finding  no  fausfadion  from  his  own 
thoughts,  he  grows  impatient  of  reflection,  and  reftdves 
to  wait  the  clofe  without  harrafllng  himfclf  with  con- 
jeftyres, 

- »  Come  what  comg  may. 

But  to  fhorten  the  p^n  of  fufpenfe,  he  calls  upon 
time  in  the  ufual  ftile  of  ardent  defire,  to  quicken  his 
motion. 

Time !  on !  i. 

He  then  comforts  hhnfclf  with  the.  reffcftion  that  all 
his  per[dexity  muft  have  an  end, 

— =  The  hour  nyis. . jhre'  the  cougbeft  day. 
-;-  '  i  Thii 
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This  conje£hire  is  fupported  by  the  paJIage  in  the  letter ' 
'  to  lus  lady,  in  which  he  fays,  Tbef  referr'd  me  to  the 
crnniog  on  of  time  with  Hail  King  that  fiuiU  it, 

NOTE     IX. 

SCENE       VI. 

MaUoki. l^Othing  b  tm  life 

^^    Became  him  like  the  leaving  it. 
He  died. 
As  one  that  had  been  ftudied  in  lus  deadi. 
To  dirow  away  the  dcareft  thing  he  ow'd^ 
As  'twere  a  carelcis  trifle. 

As  the  word  ew'd  aSoids  here  no  fenfe  but  fuch  as  is 
ibrced  and  unnatural,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was 
otig^nally  wrinen,  T^e  tUarefi  thing  be  owifd;  a  readbg 
which  needs  neither'defence  nor  explication. 

N  O  T  E      X. 

King.  — —  rr^HERE's  no  art, 

^    To  find  the  mind's  conftruftion  in  the 
face. 

The  (mjhvnion  of  the  mind  is,  I  believe,  a  phrafc  pe- 
culiar to  Sbak^eare;  it  implies  the^MW  <x  d^pofttim 
pf  the  mind,  by  irfiich  It  is'  determined  to  good  or  ill. 


NOTE 


bvGooglc_ 


74        OBSERVATIONS  on  ths 

NOTE      XI. 

Mteiak  rj^HEfemcc,  and  the  loyalty  I  owe, 

*    In  doing  it,  pays  idUf.  Your  Highnefe* 
part 
Is  to  rndve  our  duties^  and  our  duues 
Are  to  yoiir  dirone  and  ftate,  children  and  lervants. 
Which  do  but  what  they  ftould,  m  doing  rt»7  ^^'"S 
Si^e  Ino'rds  your  love  and  bentmr. 

Of  the  lafi  line  of  this  ^leech,  which  is  certain^  as  h 
is  now  read,  unintelligible,  an  emendation  has  been  at- 
tempted, which  Mr.  Warburton  and  Mr.  'TbechtUd  hvfV 
admitted  as  the  tnie  reading. 

— ^  Our  duties 
Are  to  your  throne  and  ftate,  children  and  lorants. 
Which  do  but  yAaX.  they  Ihoidd,  in  doing  every  thing 
,  Firfs  ©  your  love  and  honour. 

My  efteem  fflf  diefc  critics,  incKnes  me  to  believe,  that  ■ 
they  cannot  be  much  pleafed  mdi  the  exprcflions  Fufs  to 
love,  or  Fi^s  to  bmour ;  and  that  they  have  propofcd  this 
alteration  cather  becaufc  no  other  occurred  to  them, 
than  becaufe  they  ^proved  it.  I  Ihall  therefore  pn^x& 
a  bcdder  change,  peifa^  m&  no  better  fiKcel^  but 
Jm  cki^  pidcent.    I  read  thus» 

■—■ ■  ■  Our  duties 
Are  to  your  throne  and  ftate,  children  and  fervants, 

Whidi 
7 
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Which  do  but  irtut  thc^  (hould,,  ih  doing  mr^fl^ 
Sm  towards  your  lave  and  beima; 

We  do  but  ■perform  fnir  duty  iriica  wc  canisa&  all 
our  Ticm  to  your  fcrrice,  when  ve  a&  widi  »?  tfjbcr 
principle  than  regard  03  your  lovt  tad  hotmtr. 

It  b  prdsabk  that  this  pafla^  was  firft  corrupted  t^ 

wtidngj^for^^  and  the  lines  ihcn  flood  thus, . 

- — Doing  notMng 
Safe  tew*rd  your  love  and  honour. 

Which  the  next  tranfcribcr  obferving  to  be  wran^  ved 
yet  not  being  aUe  to  difcover  the  real  fault,  altered  to 
the  prefent  rcadiBg. 


NOTE     in. 

SCENE       VII. 

•T'HOU'DST  hare,  great  Gltam, 

-*■    That  which  cries,   *•  dius  diou  muft'do  if 
thou  have  it, 
«  And  that,  (Sc. 

As  the  otgeffc  of  Madttb^^  dcfire  it  here  introduced 
fpeaking  of  itfclf  it  is  ncceilary  to  read, 

"— — -Thou'dft  have,  great  damit^ 
That  wluch  cries,  **  thus  thou  muft  do  if  thou  have  me," 
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NOTE     XIII. 

UIE  thee  hither, 

-t^  That  I  may  pour  my  fpirits  in  thine  ear. 
And  chiftife  with  the  valour  of  my  U)ngue 
All  that  impedes  thee  from  the  golden  round. 
That  fete  and  metaphyfical  aid  do_^fl» 
To  have  thee  crown'd  withal. 

For  Jeem  the  fenfe  evidently  direds  us  to  read  Je^, 
The' crown  tt>  which  fate  deftines  thee,  and  which  pre- 
ternatural agents  mdeavour  to  beftow  upon  thee.  The 
leidn  romid  is  the  diadem. 


NOTE     XIV. 

DME  all  you  I 

That  tend  on  mortal  tbougbts^ 


ladf  Mdchtb.-~~—/^  O  M  E  all  you  Ipirits 
V^  T- 


unfcx  me  here. 
And  fill  mc  from  the  crown  to  th'  toe,  top-fuU 
Of  direft  cruelty  i.  make  thick  my  blood. 
Stop  up  th'  acccis  and  paflage  to  remoife. 
That  no  compunftious  vifitings  of  nature 
Shake  my  fellpurpofe,  nor  keep  peace  between 
Th*  effea  and  it. 

Mortal  dioughts. 

This  expreflion  fignifics  not  (be  thoughts  of  nwrtals,  but 
murtherousy  deadfy,  or  d^firu^ive  d^ffu.    So  in  ad  5th.' 

Hold  faft  the  mrtal  fwmd. ' 

And 
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And  in  another  place. 

With  cwenty  mortd  murthers. 

Nor  keep  pace  between 
Th*  tScGt  and  it. 

The  intent  of  Lady  Machetb,  evidently  is  to  wifti  that 
no  womanilh  tendemefs,  at  confcientious  remorfe  may 
hinder  her  purpofe  from  proceeding  to  effed,  but  nei- 
ther this  nor  indeed  any  other  fenfe  is  expre0ed  by  the 
prefent  reading,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
Shak^are  wrote  dtfTerendy,  perhaps  thus. 

That  no  compunctious  vilitings  of  nature 
Shake  my  fell  purpofe,  nor  keep  face  between 
Th"  eflfea  and  it. 

To  ki^  face  hetvaetn  may  figpify  to  fafi  between,  to 
hiteruene.  Pice  is  on  many  occafions  a  favourite  of 
Shakf^are.  This  phrafe  is  indeed  not  ufual  in  this  fenfe, 
but  was  it  not  its  novelty  diat  gave  occafion  ro  the  pre- 
fent corruption  ? 

NOTE     XV. 

SCENE        VIII. 

KingTT^  HIS  caftle  hath  a  pleafanc_^a/ ;  the  air 
■*•    Nimbly  and  fweetly  recommends  itfelf 
Unto  our  gende  fcnfes^ 

MaKqKs.  This  gueft  of'  fummer. 
The  tcn^-haunting  Martkt,  docs  appMe, 

By 
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By  his  lor'd  manfioiiaiy>  that  heaven's  breath 
Smells  wooingly  here.    No  jtitting  fiieze, 
Buttiice,  nor  coigne  of  TantagCf  but  this  t»rd 
Hath  made  his  pendent  bed,  and  [MX)Crcant  cradle : 
Where  they  moft  breed  and  haunt,  I  have  obferv'd 
The  ^  is  delicatt. 

In  this  fliort  fcene,  I  propofe  a  (light  alteration  to  be 
made>  by  fabHitaang  Jte  (or /eai,  as  the  antient  wtml 
farfitiMiott  i  and/en/e  (or  fenfes  as  more  agreeable  to  the 
meaTurc}  for  which  reafon  likewife  I  have  endeavoured 
to  adjuft  this  paflage, 

—Heaven's  brcadi  ■ 
Smells  wooingly  here.    No  jxicting  frieze. 

By  chang^g  the  punfhiation  and  adding  a  ffOablt  thm^ 

——^Heaven's  breath 
Smells  wooingjiy.    Here  is  no  jutting  fneze. 

Thofe  who  have  perufed  books  printed  at  die  time 
of  the  firft  editions  of  Sbak^are  know,  that  greater  al- 
terations than  thefe  are  neceflary  almoft  in  every  page, 
even  iK^icFe  ic  is  not  to  be  doubttd  that  the  copy  was 
correft. 

NOTE    xvr. 

S  C  E  N  E     X. 

nr^  H  E  aiguments  by  which  Lady  Macbeth  periiiade) 
-■■  her  huiband  to  commit  the  murder,  afibrd-  a  proof 
of  •S'^o^an'&'koowledge  of  luunao  nacute.    Siie  iiT]ges 

the 
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the  cxceMence  and  dignity  of  courage,  a  alioering  idea 
'  iritkh  has  dazzled  mankind  &om  age  to  age*  aad  ani- 
mated fimietimes  the  houfebreaker,  and  fometiines  the 
conquenn' ;  but  this  foj^frn  Macbeth  has  for  ever  de- 
ftro^  by^  diftii^iihing  true  from.  £dfe  &^tude^  in  a 
line  and  a  half  j  t£  «4iich  k  may  ahnoft  be  faid,  due 
they  <n]ght  to  befton  immortality  on  the  author,  though 
aU  his  other  procb&ioas  bad  been  Ic^ 

I  dare  do  d  that  mai^  become  a  man. 
Who  dares  do  more  is  none. 

This  tt^ic,  which  has  been  always  emf^ojred  with  too 
much  foccds,  is  ufed  in  this  f«ne  with  pccudiar  pro- 
pncty,  to  a  foldier  by  a  woman.  Courage  is  the  dif- 
tinguiflung virtue  of  albldier,  and  die  Fq>roach  (^cow- 
ardice cannot  be  borne  by  any  man  &om  a  wotnan, 
widiout  great  impatience. 

She  dien  urges  the  oaths  l^  which  he  bad  bound  him- 
lelf  to  murder  DuHfan,  another  art  of  fophiftry  by  which 
men  have  fometimcs  deluded  dieir  confciences,  and  per- 
fuaded  themfelves  that  what  would  be  criming  in  others 
IS  virtuous  in  them ;  this  ailment  Shak^arej  whofe 
fdan  obliged  him  to  make  Mttcbetb  yidd>  has  not  am- 
fitted,  though  he  mig^t  eafily  have  (hown  that  a  fiHmer 
obligation  could  not  be  vacated  by  a  latter. 


NOTE     XVII. 

E  T  T I NG  I  dare  wr,  wait  upon  I  weald, 
^  Ukt  the  poor  cat  i'th'  adage. 


The 
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The  adage  alluded  to  is,  The  cat  loves  fijbt  hut  d^et 
mt  tset  her  foety 

Catus  amat  pjcesj  Jti  nm  vtdt  tirtgere  flanias. 

NOTE     XVIII. 

TTI T I L L  I  with  wine  and  waficl  fo  coimnce. 

To  convince  is  in  Shak/peare  to  ffoer-fower  wJuhdiUf 
as  in  this  play, 

——Their  malady  carvixces 
The  great  aflay  of  art. 

NOTE     XEC. 

TyfTHO  ihall  bear  the  guUt. 
'  '       Of  our  great  quell.  . 

^ueU  is  murder.,  mam^Jlers  being  in  the  old  language 
'  the  term  for  which  murderers  is  now  ufed. 

NOTE      XX. 

A  C  T    XL        S  C  E  N  E    II. 


NOW  o'e 
(i)  Natl 


o'er  one  half  the  world 
Nature  fiems  dsad^  andwcked  dreams 
abuft 

The  curtMn'd  fleep ;  now  witchcraft  celebrates 
Pale  Hecat's  o^rings :  and  wither'd  murder, 

(Alarum'd 
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(Alanim'd  by  his  fcntinelj  the  wolfj 
"Whofe  howl 's  his  watch)'  thus  with  his  ftealthy  pace, 
fyitb  (2)  Tar^uin's  ravijhing/tdes,  tow'rds  his  defign 
Moves  like  a  ghoft — Thou  found  and  firm-fet  earth. 
Hear  not  my  fteps,  which  wajrthey  walk,  for  fear 
Thy  very  ftones  prate  of  my  where-about, 
jlad  (j)  take  the  prejent  horror  from  the  tme. 
That  new/uils  with  it.-~.~~ 

(  r)  — ^Now  o'er  one  half  the  world 
Nature  feems  dead. 

That  is,  ovtr  our  hetm^here  all  aSiion  and  motimfeem 
to  have  aafid.  This  image,  which  is  perh^s  the  moft 
ftriking  that  poetry  can  produce,  has  been  adopted  by 
Hrydea  in  his  conqueft  of  Mexico. 

All  things  sre  hufti'd  as  nature's  felf  lay  dead. 
The  niouJitwns  feem  to  nod'  their  drowfy  head  j 
The  little  birds  in  dreams  their  fongs  repeat. 
And  fleeping  Sow'rs  beneath  the  night-dews  Iweat. 
Even  liA  and  envy  Qeep  1 

Thefe  Enesj  though  fo  well  knowti,  I  have  trafticribed, 
that  the  contraA:  between  theni  and  this  paflage  of  Shak- 
Jftare  may  be  more  accm^tely  obfcrved,  , 

Night  is  defcribed  by^wo  great  poets,  but  one  defcribcs 
a  mg^t  of  quiet,  the  other  of  perturbationi  In  Ac  night 
of  Dryden,  all  the  difturbers  of  die  world  are  laid  afleqii 
in  that  of  Sbakjpeare,  nothing  but  forcery,  luft,^  and 
murder  is  awake.  He  that  reads  Dryden,  findi  ^imfelf 
lulled  with  &renjty,  and  dilpofed  to  folitude  ahd  coq- 
G  templauoo. 
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templancm.    He  that  perufcs  Sbak^eare,   looks  roond 
alarmed,  and  ftarts  to  find  himfelf  alone.    Otie  is  die 
night  of  a  lover,  the  oth?r  that  of  a  murderer. 

(2)  Wither"  dmttrder^ 

■'■■i    .■'■  Thus  vAtb  bis  fiealthy  pace, 
IVilb  Tarquin's  ravi/hiiigjidti  tew'rd  bis  defi^. 
Moves  like  a  ghofi. 

This  was  die  reading  of  this  pafTagc  in  ^  the  edi- 
tions before  that  of  Mr.  Po^,  who  for  fUest  inlertcd  in 
the  text  firidesy  which  Mr.  tbeohald  has  tacidy  copied 
from  faim,  ^ou^  a  more  proper  alteration  mi^  per- 
il^ ^ETve  -been  nude.  A  raviJhtMg  firide  a  an  aAion 
«f  vu^coce,  impetuofuy,  and  tumuk,  like  that  of  ft 
favagc  rufhing  on  his  prey  -,  whereas  the  pioet  is  here 
attempting  to  exhibit  an  image  of  fecrecy  and  caudon, 
of  anwous  circumfpe&ion  and  guilty  timidicy,  ^t  fiealthy 
pace  of  k  roviper  creeping  into'  (he  chamber  of  s  vkg^, 
and  of  an  ailafBn  approaching  the  bed  t£  hbn  ^xfiom 
he  propofes  to  murder,  without  awakiog  him  %  thdc  he 
defcnbes  as  moving  like  gbofis,  vrhcfc  progreffion  is  to 
difierent  from  firides,  thai  it  has  been  In  all  ages  repre- 
lented  to  be,  as  A^Uen  expreHes  it> 

Smooth  Aiding  without  ilsp. 

T^i  hemillidc  will  afford  the  true  reai^ng  ot  titis 
^oce,  ichich  is,  I  think,  to  be  correded  thus ; 

\  —And  wtther'd  murder, 

m—.  Thus  with  his  ftealthy  pace, 
"^i^Tarquin  raviftiing,  fUdes  tow'rd  his  dcfign, 
l^oves  lil6:  a  g^oA. 
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TJR^VIN  is  in  Ai*  place  the  gaieral  name  oF  k 
ntrilfcter,  and  the  fenfc  isj  Now  is  the  time  in  which  every 
one  fe  a-ftecp,  but  thoft  who  are  employed  in  wicked^ 
nels,  the  witch  who  b  facnBcing  to  Hecate,  and  the  ra> 
vilher,  and  the  murderer^  who,  like  me,  are  ftealing 
upon  their  prey.  ■ 

Wheh  the  reading  is  thus  ad^ftcd,  he  ^fhes  \(ith 
great  jHtqiriety  in  the&Uowmg  lines,  Aatthe  e&nhiiiqr 
not  b^ar  bisfteps. 

(3)  And  take  the  prefent  horror  from  the  dme 
That  now  fuits  with  it. 

I  beUeve  evci^  one  that  has-tttentivdy  read  this  dread- 
fid  foliloquy  is  difappointed  at  the  conclufioni  which,  if 
not  wholly  utuntclligibte,  is,  at  leafi:*  oUcure,  nor  can 
be  expired  into  any  fenfe  worthy  of  the  author.  X 
IhaU  diereforb  (jropofe  a  liigtit  alteratibn. 

——Thou  found  and'firm^et  earthi 
Hear  not  tfi^  -ftejjs,  wWch  way  they  *BUfe,  &r  fear 
Thy  very  ftwies  prate  'tX  my  ■Wiere-^Bout, 
And  talk — the  prefent  hffl+tfr  of  the  time  !*— *• 
That  now  fuits  with  it.-— — 

Macb4^  hot,  in  th«  fongctiiig  lines,  diihiHMd  hU 
imagination  by  enumerating  all  die  orrors  of  the  nig^t; 
at  length  he  is  wrought  up  to  a  degrfee  of  'frenzj,  that 
makes  him  a&aid  of  fcnnc  fupcmatural  difcovery  of  his 
defign*  and  coUs  out  to  the  ftones  not  to  becray  Mb^, 
fkoc  to  deckrc  -li^ere  h^  wdkt,  nor  to  /«i^-^fAs  he  is 
fMOg  M  £^  W  vha^  he  difcovera  the  idtflirdi^  of  his 
G  2  fufpi- 
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fu^cion  and  paufes,  but  is  ogun  o'erwhetmed  by  his 
guilt>  and  C(»idudes,  that  fuch  are  the  horrors  of  the 
prefent  night,  that  the  ftones  may  be  expend  to  ciy 
out  agunlt  him. 

iTjot  now  fuits  with  it. 

He  c^ferves  in  a  fubfequent  pal&ge,  that  on  fuch  oc- 
caSioas  ftotus  have  been  knowm  to  meve.  It  is  tu>w  a  very 
juft  and  {fa-ong  pifture  of  a  man  about  .to  commit  a  de- 
liberate murder  under  the  ftrongeft  conviftions  of  the 
wickednds  of  his  defign." 

NOTE     XXI. 

S    C    E    N    E        IV. 

XflfW.nP  H  E  night  has  been  unruly;  where  wc.lay 
•^    Our  chimnies  were  blowtti  down.    And,  as. 
they  lay,- 
Lamendngs  heard  i'th'  air,  ftrange  fcreams  of  dcath> 
.And  prq>hecying'.iKith  accents  ttrrible 
Of  dire.combuftions>  and  coo^jif^d  events^ 
New-batcb'd  to  the  woful  timti^  _.\  . 
The  obfcurc  bird  clamour'd  the  live-long  nigjit,' 
^Son:ie  fay  the  .earth  wits  f^'rous  «nd  did  fhake. 

.    Thcfe  lines  \  .think  (hould  be  rather  regulated  thus : 

'  ■ ——Prophecyihg  with  accents  terriWe, 

Of  dire  combuffibns  and  cohfiifed  events.  .  ■       ■ 

New-hatcfi'd  to  tV  wbful  tinie,the  obfcure-lwd  ■    - 

•"Clamour'd  the  five-long  night.--  Some  ixf  the  eatthtinis 
fev'rous  and  did  Ihake. 
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A  prophecy  of  an  event  new  bafcb'dt  fcems  to  be  « 
frepbety  of  an  event  pafi.  The  term  lute^atcb'd  is  pro- 
perly applicable  t:o  a  bird,  and  that  birds  of  ill  omen 
fliould  be  new-hatcVd  to  the  woful  time,  is  very  confiftenC 
with  the  reft  of  the  prodigies  here  mentioned,  and  with 
the  univerfai  diforder  into  which  nature  is  delcribed  as 
thrown,  by  the  perpetration  of  this  horrid  murder. 

NOTE      XXII. 

T  T  P  !  Up  !  and  fee 

*-'    The  great  doom's  image  MaUom  BanquOj 
As  from  your  graves  rife  up. 

The  fecqnd  line  might  have  been  ft  eafily  completed, 
that  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  left  impcrfca 
by  the  author,  who  probaWy  wrote, 

——Malcolm  !   Banquo  !  rife  ! 
As  from  your  graves  rife  up. 

Many  other  emendations  of  the  fame  kind  might  be 
made,  without  any  greater  deviadon  from  the  prihted ' 
copies,  than  is  found  in  each  of  them  from  the  reft 

NOTE    xxm. 

Macbeth. TTERE  hy  Duncan, 

-*-*■  His  filver  fldn  laced  widi  his  golden 
blood. 
And  his  galh'd  flabs  look'd  like  a  breach  in  nature. 
For  ruin's  wafteful  entrance  ?  there  the  murtherers 
,.    ,  G  J  Steep'd 
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Sce«p*d  in  die  colours,  c^  ^#  ura^e,  their  di^sgen 

An  tamaroKrly.  dagger  and  a.  dagger  hreecbtd,  or  as  in 
fome  editions  breach'd  with  gere,  are  exprcflions  not 
cafil^  to  be  undcrftood,  luor  can  it  be  imagined  that 
Sbaijpear^  would  reproach  the  murderer  of  his  Ifing  only 
with  voani  of  mamurs.  There  are  undoubtedly  two  faults 
in  thb  paffagc,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  take  away 
by  reading, 

Unmmfy  drencb'd.  with  gore.—  m  . 

I  Jaw  drench'd  with  the  king's  blood  the  fatal  daggers^ 
not  only  infirununts  of  murder  hut  evidences  of  (owar£(e. 

Each  of  th.efe  wordsmightcafily  be  confounded  with 
that  which  I  have  fubftituted  for  it  by  a  hand  not  exafL 
a  cafual  hlot,  or  a  negligent  infpcftion, 

Mr.  Pope  has  endcavoyped  tp,  innprove  one  of  thefc 
lines>  by  fubflituting^o^y^  biood.  for  golden  blood,  but  it 
may  eaTily  be  admitted,  that  he  who  could  on  fuch  an 
occafion  taUc  of  lacing  the  Jilver  Jki»  would  lace,  it  with 
golden  blood:  No  amendment  can  be  made  tt>  this  Kne, 
of  which  every  word  is  equally  feuhy,  but  by  a  general 
blot. 

It  is  not  improbabk,  thi^  Sbakjpeare  put  thefe  forced 
and  unnatural  metaphors  into  the  mouth  of  Macbeth,  as 
a  mark  of  artifice  and  diQimuladon,  to  ihow  (he  differ- 
ence between  the  ftut&d  language  of  hypQcrify,  uid 
the  natural  outcries  of  fiiddcn  pafljon.  This  whole  fpcech 
confidcred  in  this  light,  is  a  remarkable  inftanpe  of  judg- 
ment, as  it  ccMififts  endrely  of  aoddides  and  metaphors. 
NpTE 
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NOTE     XXfV. 

ACT    III.        S  C  E  N  E    n. 

Mtchetb.  — —  /^UR  fears  in  BMqiut 

^-^  Stick  deep,  and  in  Ms  royalty  c/P 
nature 
Reigns  that  which  would  be  fear'd.   'Tis  much  he  daiH> 
And  to  that  dauntlcfs  temper  of  his  mind. 
He  hath  a  wiidom  diat  doth  guide  his  valour 
To  a£t  in  fifcty.    There  is  none  but  he, 
Whofe  being  I  do  fear :  and  luider  him. 
My  genius  is  rebuk'd  i  (^i)  as  it  is/aui 
jftahmrf^s  was  kf  Offar.    He  chid  the  fifteri. 
When  firft  they  put  the  name  of  lung  upon  me,  ' 
And  bade  them  fpeak  tp  him }  thert  prophet-likPt 
They  hail'd  hrm  father  to  a  line  of  kings. 
Upon  my  head  they  plac'd  a  fhiitlels  crawnj 
And  put  a  barren  fceptre  in  aiy  gape. 
Thence  to  be  wrench'd  with  an  un^al  hand. 
No  ion  of  mine  fuccecding.    If  'tis  fo. 
For  Baaquo's  iflue  have  I  'fil'd  my  mind, 
Ftf  ^m  the  gracious- Dmif as  have  ^  mui;ther'd> 
Fuc  laocours  in  the  vefleL'  of  my.  p«ace 
Onty  for  them,  and  mine'^ernal  je^eL 
Given  to  the  (z)  common  coeipy  of  map. 
To  make  them  kings,— ^o  feed  of  B.^m  kingi. 
Rather  than  fo,  c<»nc  face  intq  the  lifl^ 
(3)  And  (Jiampioo  mc'  tQ  tfe'  u(ajrwi«— — — 
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(i)  — —  As  it  is  faid, 
Atttbinrf%  was  by  Ctejar, 

Thou^  I  would  not  often  alTume  the  critic's  privi- 
lege, of  being  confident  where  certainty  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, nor  indulge  mylHf  too  far  in  drafting  from  the 
eitabliflied  reading ;  yet  I  cannot  but  propofe  the  rejei^on 
of  this  paiiage,  which  I  believe  waa  an  infeition  of  feme 
player,  that  having  fo-  much  learning  as  to  difcover  to 
what  Shakfpeare  alluded,  was  not  willing  that  his  audi- 
ence fhould  be  lefs  knowing  than  himfelf,  and  has  diere- 
fore  weakened  the  author's  fenfe  by  the  Intnifion  of  a 
remote  and  ufelefs  image  inK>  a  fpeech  burning  from  a 
man  wholly  pofleffed  with  his.  own  preferit  condition^ 
and  therefoie  oot  at  leifurc  to  explain  bis  own  allufiofts  to  - 
himfelf.  If  thefc  words  are  taken  away,  by  whjch  not 
only  the  thought  but  the  numbers  arc  injured,  the  line? 
of  Sbakjpeare  cbfe  t<^tther  without  any  traces  of  % 
breach. 

My  genius  is  rebuk'd.    He  chid  the  filters. 

(a)  _—_  The  common  enemy  of  man. 

It  is  always  an  enterednment  tb  an  inquifitive  reader, 
to  trace  a  fendment  to  its  original  fource,  and  therefore, 
though  the  term  enewf  of  man  aj^Ued  to  the  devil  is 
in  itfelf  natural  arid  obvious,  yet  fome  may  be  pleafed 
with  being  informed,  that  Sbak/peare  probably  borrowed 
it  from  the  firft  lines  of  the  Deftruftioiurf  aVpy,  a  book 
which  he'is  knofrn  to  have  read. 

Thtt 
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That  this  remark  may  not  appear  too  tnvial,  I  fliall 
take  occafion  from  it  to  point  out  a  beautiful  pai!age  of 
MhoHy  evidently  copied  from  a  book  of  no  greater 
authority:  in  defcribing  the  gates  of  Kell>  book  ii.  r.  879. 
he  lays, 

-    ■    ■■  Oft  a  fttdden  open  Sy, 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  found, 
Th'  infernal  docu^,  and  on  their  hinges  graft       . '    - 
H»^  thunder. 

In  the  hiftory  of  Dm  Betttanis,  whpn  one  of  the  knig^ . 
approaches,  as  I  remember,  the  caftle  of  SriWitowr, 
the  gates  are  ftud  to  open  grating  barjh  thunder  u^  tha^. 
trt^at  hinges. 

(3)  — „  Come  fatt  into  the  Kfts,   '  ' 
And  champion  me  to  th'  utterance.     '  ■■  . 

This  paflage  will  be  beft  explained  by  tranflating  tc 
into  the  language  from  whence  the  only  word  of  difficu^ 
in  it  is  borrowed,  ^w  la  defimeeje  rendt  en  Uce,  et^'elU 
me  donne  wi  defiz  I'outrance.  A  challenge  or  a  combat 
a  I'outrance,  to  extremist  was  a  fixed  Krm  in  the  law  of 
arms,  itfed  when  the  combatants  mgaged  with  an  odium 
intemecinum,  an  intention  to  deftroy  each  other,  in  oppofi- 
don  to  irials  of  fldll  at  feftivals,  or  on  other  occafions, 
^ere  the  conteft  was  only  for  reputation  or  a  prize. 
The  fenfe  therefore  is,  Let  fate,  that  bos  fore-doomed  the 
exaltation  if  the  Jons  of  Banquo,  enter'  the  lifts  againjt  bw, 
Vfitb  tbe  utmeji'  ammojity,  in  defence  of  its  e-am  hcreis. 
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wbkb,  I'  vriB-  mdt^vwr  t»  imfoSdatiy  vjhttfvtr  he  the 

NOTE     XXV. 

Machetb.    A  Y,  in  the  catalogue*  ye  go  for  men, 

X^  As  hotiods^  wd  gjcqubounds,  mungreb, 
^taniclst  ctus, 
Shoug^^  waccr-ni^\  and  demy-wolves  arc  clept 
AQ  by  the  name  t£  dc^. 

.  Tluti^  dv9  is  HOC  Ac  moft  fparWteg  ptiSge  in  the 
pies.  Wd  thiwghthp  Dttne.rfa  d^  iq  of  no  great'im- 
yrtiacB*  ;sc^  it  ip&y  not  be  improi^  to  remark,  (ta.% 
there  is  do  fuch  fpecies  of  dc^  z&fljougbi  moitioned  by 
Quus  de  Cmihu  SriiemitUt  or  any  other  vniter  that  has 
filial  inijft  fi!i)kh|Mid9x  ifwis  the  wonLCD.bQ  found  in  any 
<fi£ttonary  idiidi  I  hjtve  examined.  I  djcrcfore  Imaged 
diac  it  b  ftlfely  printed  (or  Jlcutbs,  a  kind  of  flow  hoimd 
Ived  in  die  Ibuthcxn  pajts  of  Englandj,  but  was  informed 
\rg  a  lady,  diat  it  is  more  probably  ufed,  either  by 
mtftake,  or  aecor&ig  to  die  orthc^;raphy  of  that  dme, 

NOTE     XXVL 

Mi^k".  •"*-"  TN  this  hour  at  moSh 

■*■  XwilJ.  adyifcyoa  where  to  plant  yow- 
fclxcs, 
Ac^fMJnt  xoB  widi-the.  pcrfca  Ijpy  of  th'  tinw. 
The  motment  oa't,  for't-muft  bo■done,l»^nig^t,■ 
4«4  Something  from  the  paUce  :•-     ..  ■ 
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AcquatKtyeu  tti]tA&a,perfed  Qiy  0^  th*  time. 

Accprdiog^  %  ^ijrtl  o?u5da:CT  jpins  tjienj,  aftctnardu 
at  the  place  <^  action. 

Perfea  is  «iri7  ittfiruBedt  or  nwZf  informed^  as  in  tliis 
play,  . 

Though  io  your  ftate  (rf*  hipKnii'  I  am  ferf^. 
gi^ig^ Jaw wbT), arrriaintrH  x^-j^tptqa^mlrmia^ 

NOTE  x;xvii, 

S    e    E    N    E        IV. 

^  borderer.  TTE  needs  not  to  nuftru^  fiooe  iM 

-ti  dcliy^ 

Our  ofiiccs  and  what  w);  have  tp.4<^. 
To  the  dircftion  juft. 

Mr.  Theobald  has  endeaToured  unTucceisfiyjy  tp  vi^end 
dvs  pafiage,  in  which  nothing  is  faulty  but  the  puo&ua- 
qcML    Thaqs?u>i%'oftIu^#^>¥t^.'liaJ^^^  '^^ 

P^^M*  mentbnedbyA$KW^i».^fj»«af>fR&4'(:^'^ 

has, 
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has,  bdbre  tftey  chttr  upon  the  ftage,  given  them  d\e 
dircftions  which  were  protnifed  at  the  tinrtc  of  their 
agreement  J  and  therefore  one  of  the  murderers  obferves, 
tiiat,  fince  be  has  ghm  ibmjucb  exaS  informatwrii  be  needs 
not  doubt  of  their  performance.  Then  by  vivf  of  exhorta- ' 
don  to  his  alTociates  he  cries  out 

— -^  To  the  direftion  juft. 

Now  nothing  remains  but  that  we  conform  exoElly  to  Mac- 
beth'/ £re^ons. 

NOTE    xxvni. 

S'  C    E    N    E      V.     ' 

Machetb.-  ^^OU  know  your  own'  degrees,  fit  down: 
-^    At  firft  and  laft  the  hearty  welcome. 

As  diis  paflage  ftands,  not  only  the  numbers  are  very 
imperfeft,  but  the  fcnfe,  if  any  caa  be  found,  weak 
and  contemptible.    The  numbers  will  be  improved  by 


Sit  down  at  firft. 

And  laft  a  hearty  welcome. 

But  for  /«^.0ipu!d  .theij  be  written  next.    I  believe, the 
*truc  reading  is 

'     ■  You  know  your  dwh  degrees,  fit  down.— To  firft 

And  laft  th^  hearty  wekomie. 
'■-■  .     M 
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M  tf  whatever  degree  j  from  the  bigbejt  to  the  hwefit 
moj  he  ajured  that  >i«r  -mfit  is  well  received. 

NOTE     XXIX. 

Matbeth,  —  HpHERE's  blood  upon  thy  face. 

[To  the  mwtherer  aftie  at  thenar. 
Murtherer.  'Tis  Bart^uo's  then. 
Macietb.  'Tis  better  tbee  without,  than  he  within.    , 

The  fenfe  apparently  requires  that  this  paflage  IhouM 
be  read  thus : 

Tis  better  thee  without,  than  him  within. 

That  is,  I  am  more  fleafed  thai  the  blood  efZa^f^o  Jbeuld 
be  en  tlyfacey  than  in  bis  body.  " 

NOTE     XXX. 

\aA^  Macbeth.  pROPER  ftuffl" 

i    This  is  die  very  panting  of  yoir 
fear ;  \e^^  ta  Maeb. 

This  is  the  ur-drawn  da^er  whioh-ye«i-£iid     '    --.'     \. 
Led  you  to  Duncan.    Oh,  thefe  Baws  and  ftaits, 
hipofiiires  to  true  fear,  would  *ell  fi^MM 
A  woman's  ftory  at  a  TOmer'a'ftrt,     ■  •"  ^r.  ■  ■^"'n 

Authtxiz'd  by  her  grandam. '  Sbame^ldclfl—  '         i 
Why  do  you  make  fiKh  faces  ?  Wheo  all's  done 
ToulooktwtonKfia^  -   '"*   ^-'-^ 

Ji^  o>  ii V 
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■  As  fi^fi  can  neither  v/i^  propl-iety  nor  ftnfe  be 
called  hnpufimes  t\>  true  fear,  fdmetiiing  irife  ^ras  tfn- 
doubffidly  intended  by  the  author>  who  perhaps  wrote 

— —  •  Thbfc  flaws  and  lbui:s> 
Impo^ures  true  tofear,  would  weU  become 
A? 


Thefc  fymptoms  of  terror  and  amazement  itiight 
better  become  w^bfiures  true  only  to  fear,  mgbt  become 
tf  coward  at  the  recital  of/ucb  f^flxods  as  no  man  coidd 
credit  whofe  Uitderfiandmg  wOi  not  weaketudbj  his  terrors  i 
taiest  toid  by  a  lemaa  over  afire  on  the  authority  of  her 
ffwtdam. 

NOTE     XX'Xi. 

Mschth. T   O  VE  and  health  to  all ! 

.*^  Then  I*fl  lit  dowft:  ^vc  me  fome 
wine,  fill  full  — 
I  drink  to  th*  gcnefifl  jdf  of  the  *ha!e  table. 
And  to  our  dear  friend  Banque  ithbm-we  miis> 
Wotdd  he  ire^  here  I  U>  all,  aild  him,  we  thirft. 
^£n/ «// ft  dff. '-*•«<-» 

Though  diii  f^i^  W  ^  «*  now  ftandsi  cap^le  «f 
more  meamngs  th^  wsti  none  of  thorn  are  veiy  fatif- 
bJSoaefi  aoa^hliitbrcl  am«ft^ned  idKAdit^;,.. 

—  To  ait  i^  him,  ve  thir^ 
'  AndfasdlwalL 

:  ^  Macbeth, 
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Muieth^heiag  dbaat  to  fahitt  hii  coiAputy  ^i^  i 
bumper,  declares  that  he  includes  fi(i»fK9,  though  i^SoA^ 
in  this  3&  of  kindnefs,  and  wifhes  iieakh  to  ^  -^^  or 
keii  for  i)iM^  -w^  in  flich  continual  ufe  ainong  the  godd- 
fellows  of  antient  times,  that  a  drinker  was  called  a 
was-beUeTj  or  a  i^^Aa*  ^btallh,  and  the  liquor  was  termed 
was-beily  becaufe  fualtb  was  fo  often  va/bed  over  it. 
Thus  in  the  tines  tXBsrvU  the  Mordc, 

.  Jamque  vagOMtffy^,  ^atiSit  guttto'e  was4ic3 
jM^matant  wu-lkeil :  U^  tfi  fhts  ferdert  vim 
^am  fitis. — 

Thefe  words  were  afterwards  ctMnipted  ihto  W^JiSuZ 
and  vcaptiler. 

NOTE     XXXII. 

Mdeheth.  /^AN  fuch  things  be, 

^^  And  overcome -us  like  a  fummer*B  cUmk) 
Widiout  our  fpecial  wonder  ?  You  make  fne  ftnutge 
Even  to  the  difpofition  that  I  owe, 
When  now  I  think  you  can  behold  llich  fights^ 
And  keep  die  natural  ruby  of  youl-  chedc. 
When  mine. is  Uaachod  with  fdar. 

This  pail^,  as  it  now  ftsnda,  is  uninRlligjt^,  but 
mxf  be  reftorcd  to  fenfc  by  a  very  0ight  alteration, 

You  make  ftit  ftrdnge  ' 

%v*a  to  'the  difpdfitjon  that  I  kmiv. 

'Tbousb 
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Though  I  bad  before  JetK  mat^  htjimces  of  your  cowage^  yet 
it  now  appears  in  a  degree  altogether  new.  So  that  my 
long  acquaintance  -with  your  difpofition  does  not  hinder 
me  from  that  i^onifhrnent  which  novelty  produces, 

NOTE  xxxm. 

IT  will  have  blood,  they  fay  blood  will  have  blood. 
Stones  have  been  known  to  move,  and  trees  to  Qwak, 
Augurs,  diat  underftood  relations,  have 
By  magpies,  and  by  choughs,  and  nx>ks  brought  forth 
The  fecret'ft  man  of  blood.—— 

In  this  paflage  the  iirft  line  lofes  much  of  its  force  by 
the  prefent  pun£hiation.  Macbeth  having  confidered  the 
procUgy  which  has  juft  appeared,  infers  juEtly  from  it> 
that  the  death  of  Duncan  cannot  pals  unpunifhed. 

It  will  have  blood,  '  — 

.Then  after  a  Jbort  paufe,  declares  it  as  the  general  ob- 
lervatitHi  of  mankind,  that  murderers  cannot  efcapc. 

——TheyfiPf,  blood  will  have  blood. 

Murderers,  when  diey  have  pra^fed  all  human  means 
of  fecurity,  are  dete£ted  by  fupematural  directions. 

Augurs,  dtac  undeiftand  reladcms,  £^e. 

By  the  word  relation  is  underftood  the  comeSion  of  ef- 
fcGa  with  caufes ;  to  underhand  relations  as  an  augur  is  to 
know  hoW'thofe  things  relate  to  each  other  which  hare 
DO  vifiUe  combination  or  dependence. ' 

*       .         NOTE 
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NOTE      XXXIV. 

S  C  E  IV  E    VII. 

Enter  Lentnc  and  oHotber  Lo'd. 

AS  this  tragedy  like  the,  reft  of  Shidcjpeare'%  is  per- 
haps overftocked  with  perfonages,  it  is  not  eafjr 
to  afljgn  a  rcafon,  why  a  namelefs  charaifter  ftiould  be 
introduced  hcrt,  fincc  nothing  b  faid  that  mi^t  noc 
with  equal  propriety  have  been  put  into  the  mouth  t£ 
any  other  difaffeftcd  man.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  in 
the  ori^nal  copy,  it  was  written  with  a  very  common 
form  of  contradtion,  Lenox  and  An.  for  which  the  tranf- 
criber  inftcad  of  Lenox  and  ^gits,  fet  down  Lenox  and 
maber  Lord.  The  author  had  indeed  been  more  in- 
debted to  the  tranfcriber's  fidelity  and  diligence,  had  he 
committed  no  errors  of  greater  importance. 

NOTE     XXXV. 
A  C  T    IV.        SCENE!. 

AS  this  is  the  chief  fceneof  itichantmentin  the  play, 
it  is  proper  in  this  place  to  obferve, 'with  how 
much  judgment  5A<*t,^tf«re  has  felefted  all  the  drcum- 
flances  of  his  infernal  ceremonies,  and  how  CMftly  he 
has  coilfbrmed  to  common  opinions  iind  traditions. 

Thrice  the  brinded  cat  hath  mcw'd. 

The  ufual  form  in  which  familiar  fpirits  are  reported 

to  converfe  widi  mtches^  is  that  of  a  cat.    A  witch, 

H  who 
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vAva  Was  tried  about  balf  a  century  before  the  time  of 
^  Sbak/pettre\  had  a  cat  hamed  Ruilerkm,  as  th«  fpuit  of 
One  of  thofe  Vritches  was  GfimaOdn  j  and  when  any  mif- 
chief  was  to  be  done,  the  ufed  to  bid  RtaterktK  go  and 
fyt  but  ohce  ^rfien  ihc  would  hare  fent  Riaterkm  to  tor- 
meAt  a  daug^ttr  of  the  countefs  c^  Rutlatui,  inAead  of 
going  Or  ^j/ing,  he  onl7  cried  mew,  from  which  fhe  dif- 
covered  that  the  Udy  was  ouE  of  his  power^  die  power 
of  witches  beii^  not  univer&li  but  limited  as  iSJ&<4^^' 
has  taken  care  to  inculcate.' 

Though  his  bark  cannot  bft  loftj 
Yet,  it  Ihall  be  temptft  toft. 

The  common  aiSiftions  which  the  malice  of  witches 
produced  were  melancholy,  fits,  and  lofi  (^  flcfii,  ^rtiich 
■we  direatened  b^  one  of  Shdk^^Ore's  witches. 

Weary  fev'nnigbts  nine  times  nine 
Shall  he  dwindle,  peak,  and  pinCi 

It  was  likewile  their  praftice  to  deftroy  the  cattle  of 
their  ncightwurs,  and  the  farmers  have  to  this  day  many 
ceremonies  to  fecure  their  cows  and  other  cattle  from 
Witehcr^t  i  but  they  fcem  to  have  been  nioft  fufpefted 
of  ms^ce  againft  frnne.  Sbak^ttrehz&  accordingly  made 
one  of  his  witches  declare  that  ihe  has  been  kiUingJwaut 
and  Dr.  Bar/met  obferves,  that  about  that  time,  a  Jew 
.  could  not  bi  ill  (f  the  meajks,  nor  a  girl  of  the  fuiUnst  hut 
Jotne  old  womim  was  charged  with  witchcraft. 

Toad,  diat  iJnder  the  cold  ftone 
Days  tod  nights- has  forty  one 

»  Swelter'd 
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Swfcker'd  venom  fleq)ing  got, 
Bfm  thou  firft  i'th'  charmed  poc. 

Toads  hare  likewife  long  lain  under  the  reproach  of 
being  by  fome  means  acccflary  to  witchcraft,  for  which 
reafon  Sbak^are,  in  the  firfi:  fccne  of  this  play,  calls 
one  erf*  the  fpirits  padocke  or  toad,  and  now  takes  care  to 
put  a  toad  ftrft  into  the  pot.  When  Fattiiau  was  feized 
at  TbouUt^e,  there  was  found  at  his  lod^gs  mgens  iufo 
Vitro  incbiftUy  a  great  toaHfiut  a  a  vial,  upon  which  thoic 
that  profecuted  him  ven^cium  tx^braiantt  charged  bim, 
I  fuppofe*  with  witcbcreft. 

Fillet  of  a  fenny  Ihake 
In  die  cauldron  bdl  and  bake ; 
Eye  of  neuti  and  toe  of  fixig;— 
For  a  charm,  G?f. 

The  propriety  of  thefe  ingredients  may  be  known  by 
confulting  the  books  de  Firii'us  Jmmaliuta  and  de  ASra- 
hiSius  Mundi,  afcribed  to  Albertm  Magnus,  in  which 
the  reader,  who  has  time  and  credulity,  may  difcover 
very  wonderfiol  fecrets. 

Finger  of  birth-ftrangled  babe, 
Ditch-deliver'd  by  a  drabj— 

It  has  been  already  mendoned  in  the  law  ^i^nft 
Hitches,  that  they  are  fuppofed  to  take  up  dead  bodies 
Co  ufe  in  enchantments,  which  was  confeffcd  by  the  wo- 
man whom  King  James  examined,  and  who  had  of  & 
dead  body,  that  was  divided  in  one  of  their  affemblies, 
two  fingers  for  her  fliare.  It  is  obfcrvable  that  Sbak- 
H  1  ^enrtj 
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JPeertj  on  this  great  occafion  which  involves  the  fate  o( 
a  king,  multiplies  all  the  circumftanccs  of  horror.  The 
babe  whofe  finger  is  ufed,  muft  be  ftrangled  in  its  biith, 
the  greafe  muft  not  only  be  human,  but  muft  have  drop- 
ped from  a  gibbet,  the  gibbet  of  a  murderer,  and  even 
the  fow  whofe  blood  is  ufed  muft  have  offended  nature 
by  devouring  her  own  farrow.  Thefe  are  touches  of 
judgment  ^d  genius. 

And  now  'about  the  cauldron  fing'     ■■ 

Blue  fpirits  and  white. 
Black  fpirits  and  grey 
Mingle,  mingle,  mingle, 
You  that  mingle  may. 

And  in  a  forrhfir  part. 

Weird  filters  hand  in  hand— • 
Thus  do  go  about,  about 
Thrice  to  mine,  and  thrice  to  thine 
And  thrice  again  to  make  up  nine. 

Thele  two  paflages  I  have  brought  together,  becaufc 
they  both  feem  fubjcfl:  to  the  objeftion  of  too  much  le- 
vity for  the  folemnity  of  encliantment,  and  may  both 
be  ^own,  by  one  quotation  from  Camden's  account  of 
Inland,  to  be  founded  upon  a  practice  really  oblerved 
by  the  unciviliftd  natives  of  that  country.  "  When 
"  any  one  gets  a  fall,  Jays  tba  informer  ef  Camden,  he 
"  ftarts  up,  and  turning  three  times  lo  the  right,  digs  a 
■  "  hole  in  the  earth ;  for  they  imagine  that  there  is  a 
*•  fpirit  in  the  ground ;  and  if  he  falls  fick  in  two  or 

•'  three 

D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


TRAGEDY   or   MACBETH.       lor 

"  three  days,  they  fend  one  of  their  women  that  is  Ikilled 
"  in  that  way  to  the  place,  where  flie  fays,  I  call  thee 
"  from  the  eaft,  weft,  north,  and  fouth,  from  the  groves, 
*'  the  woods,  the  rivers,  and  die  fens,  from  the  fairies 
*'  redj  black)  white."'  There  was  likewife  a  book  writ- 
ten before  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  dcfcribing,  amongft. 
other  properties,  the  colours  of  fpirits. 

Many  other  circumftances  might  be  particularifed,  in 
which  Sbakjpeare  has  Ihewn  his  judgment  and  his  know- 
ledge, 

NOTE     XXXVI. 

S  C  E  N  E     II. 

Macbeth.  'T^  H  O  U  art  too  like  the  fpirit  of  BatiqiUt 

■^  down,  ■ 

Thy  crown  does  (i)  l^ar  niyeye-baUs,  and  thy  (a)  beir. 
Thou  odier  gold-bound  brow^  i§  lik?  the  firft, 
A  tfiird  is  like  t^e  former, — 

(i)  The  expreflbn  of  Matheth,  thjit  the  crtwn/ears 
bis  eye-balls,  is  taken  from  the  method  formerly  prac- 
tifcd  of  dcftroying  the  figjit  of  captives  or  coippetitors* 
by  holding  a  burning  bafon  before  the  eye,  whkh  dried 
up  its  huniidity, 

(2)  As  Macbeth  expeAed  to  fee  a  cnun  of  kings,  and 
was  ooly  enquiring  from  what  race  tihey  would  proceed, 
he  could  not  be  furprifed  ttuc  the  hair  of  t;he  iecond  was 
htmtd  -Boitb  geU  like  that  of  the  tirft,  he  was  offbided  oiily 
that  the  fecond  refembled  the  fiift,  as  the  firft  rcfemble4 
SanjHOt  and  therefore  fud, 

H  3  «-WVn4 
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And  thy  airt 
Thou  other  gold-bound  brow,  is  like  the  firft. 


NOTE    XXXVII. 

I  WILL — g^ve  to  the  edge  o'th'  fword 
His  wfe,  his  babes,  and  all  unfortunate  fouls 
That  trace  him  in  bis  line— no  boafting  like  a  fool. 
This  deed  I'll  do  before  my  purpofe  cool. 

Both  the  fenfe  and  mcafure  of  the  third  line  which,  as 
it  rhymes,  ought,  according  txt  the  practice  of  this  au- 
thor, to  be  regular,  are  at  prefcnt  injured  by  two  fii- 
perfluous  fyllables  which  may  eafily  be  removed  by 
reading, 

—  foals. 
That  trace  his  line — no  boa{Bng  like  a  fool. 


NOTE    XXXVIII. 

SCENE    III. 

# 
Mofe.  TAEAREST  coufrn, 

■^-^    I  pray  you  fchool  yourfelf ;  but  for  your 
hufband, 
He's  noble,  wife,  judicious,  and  belt  know! 
The  fits  o'th'time,  I  dare  not  fpcaU  much  farther. 
But  cruel  are  the  times  when  we  are  traitors. 
And  do  not  know't  ourfelvcs:  when  we  (i)  holdrtaaatr 
ff-cm  what  iffe  fear,  yet  know  not  what  we  fear. 
But  fioat  upon  a  wild  and  violent  fca 
Each  way,  and  (2)  move.    Ill  take  my  leave  of  you  j 

ShaU 
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Shall  not  be  bng  but  I'll  be  here  a^n : 
Things  at  the  worft  will  cesfe,  or  clfe  climb  upwards 
To  what  they  were  before ;  my  pretty  coffin, 
flefling  upon  you, 

(1)  ■  ■      -fWhen  we  hold  rumour 
From  what  we  fear,  yet  know  not  what  we  fear, 

The  preftmt  readmg  feems  to  afibrd  no  fen^  j  and 
therefore  fome  critical  cspcrimenB  may  be  properly  tried 
upon  it,  tlvjugh,  the  vcrfcs  bong  without  any  connexion, 
there  13  room  fbr  flifpicion;^  diat  fome  intermediate  lines 
arc  \o&^  and  that  the  pallage  is  therefore  irretnevable.  If 
it  be  ftq)pofed  that  the  fiiult  arifes  only  from  the  corrup- 
tion of  Ibme  wordsi  and  that  the  traces  of  the  true  read- 
ing are  ftill  tQ  be  found>  the  pailage  owy  be  (;hapged  ' 
^us^ 

——When  we  iede  ruin 
from  \vhaC  we  fear,  yet  kno^?  not  what  we  fear. 

Or  in  a  fenft  yery  ^^licable  tq  the  f>ccaCpn  of  the 
conference^ 

■: When  the  io!d  naming 

From  what  they  fear,  yet  knqw  not  what  they  fear. 

(i)  But  Qoat  upon  a  wild  ^d  violent  fe^ 
Each  way,  and  moye. 

That  he  w)\oJl$ats  upon  a  rough  Jea  muft  tnpve  is  evi- 
dent too  evident  for  Sbakjfeare  fo  empharic^illy  to  af- 
^    The  line  therefore  is  to  be  written  thus : 

Each  flay,  aoid  rnqve— rril  t^ke  my  leave  pf  you, 

H  4,  R"!' 
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Koffe  is  about  to  proceed,  but  finding  hlmfclf  over- 
powered by  his  tendcmefs,  breaks  off  abruptly,  ft)r  which 
he  makes  a  ftiort  apolc^  and  retires. 

NOTE    XXXIX. 

SCENE    IV. 

Mtlcolm-T    ET  us  fcek out  ibtnc  defolate  fhade,  mi   , 

'  -L'        there 
Weep  our  fad  bofoms  empty. 

Maeduf.  Let  us  rather 
Hold  faft  the  mortal  fword  j  and  like  good  men,. ' 
Beftride  our  downfal  hirtb-deom^  each  new  mom,* 
New  mdows  howl,  new  orphans  cry,  new  forrows 
Strike  heaven  on  the  face,  that'  it  refounds 
As  if  it  felt  with  Scotland^  and  yell'd  out 
Like  fyUables  of  dolour. 

He  who  can  difcover  what  is  meant  by  him  that  ear- 
neftly  exhorts  him  to  beftride  his  dewnfal  Urth-deemt  ii 
at  hbcrty  to  adhere  to  the  prefent  text ;  but  thofe  who 
are  willing  to  copfcfs  that  fuch  counfel  would  to  them 
be  unintelligible,  muft  endeavour  to  difcover  fomq  read- 
ing Icfs  obfcure.    It  is  probable  that  Sbakjfeare  wrote, 

Like  good  men, 
Beftride  our  drumfaln  birtbdem——— 

The  allufion  is  to  a  man  from  whom  fomethingva- 
luablc  is  about  to  be  taken  by  violence,  and  who,  that 
he  may  defend  it  without  encumbrance,  lays  it  on  the 
ground,  and  ftands  over  it  with  his  weapon  in  his  hand. 

Our 
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OurlHrdMloin>  w birfhnght,  &ysbt,  Ucsonthegrouoda 
kt  us>  like  men  t^o  are  to  fight  for  what  is  deareft  ta 
them,  not  abandon  it,  but  ftand  over  it  and  defend  it. 
This  is  a  ftrong  picture  of  obftiaate  re&lutlon. 

Birt^dom  for  birtb-rigbt  is  formed  by  the  fame  analogy 
with  mafterdom  in  this  play,  fignifying  ;hc  frwtkges  or 
jifhtt  of  a  mafter. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  ^tr/^-<i<»)v  for  flHtf^j  letusftaod 
pyer  our  mother  that  lies  bleeding  on  the  grouod. 

N   O   T  E     XL. 

^f^oim.'^OV^  ire'U  together,  an4  the  thmit  tf. 
ge  like  our  warranted  tjuarrel. 

The  cbanee.of  goo^efs,  as  it  is  commonly  read,  coitJ- 
veys  na  fenfe.  If  there  be  not  fome  more  imptatanc 
OTor  in  the  paflage,  it  Ihould  at  kaft  be  pointed  thus : 

^-7-rAnd  the  chance,  of  goodne^, 
Be  like  our  warranted  quarreL 

That  b,  may  the  event  be,  of  dw  goodnefi  of  hea- 
Tcn,  \p-o  juftitia  divinal  anfwerable  to  the  caufc. 
But  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  Shak/peare  wrofie, 

——And  the  chance,  O  goodnefs. 
Be  like  our  warranted  quarrel. 

This  fome  of  his  tranfcriben  wrote  with  a  fmall  9, 
irittch  another  ima^ned  to  mean  6f,  If  we  adopt  thb 
leading,  the  fenfe  wiH  be^  and  O  ^^m  Jbvereipt  goodaefit 
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to  whom  xoe  now  ippnal,  m^  eur  fartme  eit/wer  t«  Mr 

cDx/e. 

NOTE     XLI. 

ACT    V.        SCENE    III. 

Mach^h.  *DRING  mo  no  more  rtports,  let  them 

Till  Bimam  wood  remove  to  Dun^noHe, 

I  cannot  taint  with  fear.     What's  the  boy  Malcolm  ? 

Was  he  not  born  .of  woman  ?— -fc— 

Fly  falfc  Thmesy 

Ahd  mingle  «ith  die  En^fi  cpicoris. 

In  the  firft  line  of  this  ^ech,  flie  prt^jo*  pMiies  are 
ntt  obfervfid  in  th?  prcfcnt  -editions- 

■      firing  me  m  more  rc^orts-^fct  tl^im  fly  afl-A' 

Tell  me  net  m^  more  of  defertims — Let  t^wf/tUjeHf  leave 
wu'^Iampft  Tillj  &c. 

The  reproach  of^  epicurifm,  on  which  Mr.  Theobald 
has  beftowed  a  note,  is  nothing  more  than  a  natural  in- 
veftive  uttered  by  -an  iphabttant  of  a  barren  cpuntry, 
againft  thofc  who  have  more  opporcunides  of  luiiuy. 

NOTE     XLH. 

Mttlvti.  T  HavelwVJ  longcnbug^:  mjwt^t^loBi 
J-  Is  fflll'n  into  the  ftfr,  the  yellow  Itaii 

As 
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As  there  is  no  relation  between  die  w(^  if  liftt  and 
faSai  info  ihe/eaTj  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  ^  is 
only  an  M  inverted,  and  that  it  vras  originally  written. 
My  AUrf  of  life. 

I  am  Hoio  paffid /rem  thejpringto  the  aututtm  of  p^  da^'st 
hit  I  am  without  tboje  comforts  that  fiioidd  fucceed  the 
ffrigbtMefs  of  hloom^  and  fupport  m  ift  this  mslanchfy 
Jtajm. 

NOTE     XLin. 

SCENE     IV. 

UaUelm.  5npIS  his  mwn  hope; 

•L    For  where  there  is  advantage  to  heffnen^ 
Both  more  or  lefs  have  ^en  him  the  revolt  j 
And  none  ferve  with  bim  but  conftrained  things, 
Whofc  hearts  are  abfent  too, 

Thi  impropriety  of  the  expreflion  advataap  to  iegneHt 
inftead  of  advantage  pven,  and  die  diliigree^le  repetU 
don  of  the  word  given  in  die  next  linej  incline  me  to  read* 

^—  Where  there  is  a  vantage  to  bcgaut 
Both  more  and  Ids  have  given  him  the  revolt, 

Advantage  or  vantt^e  in  the  time  of  Sbak^eare  Gffii- 
6cd  eppertttnity, 

More  andl^s  is  the  fame  yrvCti greater  and  lefs.  So  in 
the  interpolated  MandeviiU,  a  book  of  that  age,  there  is 
>  chapter  of  iidiatbema-t  and  the  l^, 

NOTE 
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NOTE     XLIV. 

SCENE      V. 

Macietb.  — i-T^THerefore  wis  that  cry  ? 

*  y     Seyteti.  The  queen  is  dead. 
Macbeth.  She  ffiould  (i)  have  died  hereafter; 
There  would  have  been  a  time  for  fuch  a  vjordf 
To-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow. 
Creeps  m  this  petty  pace  from  day  ^  day. 
To  the  laft  fylkble  of  (2)  recorded  time  j 
And  all  our  yesterdays  have  lighted  fo<ds 
The  way  tO  dufty  death.    Out,  out,  brief  cwidle ! 
Life's  but  a  walldngfhadow. . 

She  fliould  have  died  hereafter. 
There  would  have  been  a  time  for  fuch  a  merd, 

Tliis  pafl^  has  very  juftly  been  fufpefted  of  being 
corropL  It  is  ntA  apparent  for  ^at  word  there  would 
hsye.bcen  a  tii»« ;  and  that  there  would  or  would  npt  bq 
^ime  for  wywDTtti  jeems  not  a  cpi^fideraijon  (^impor- 
tance fufiicient  to  tranfport  Macbeth  into  the  following 
exclamation.     Tread  therefore,  ' '''  - 

(1)  She  fliould  have  died  hereafter, 
"There  would  have  been  a  tifiic  for— fuch  j^ow/rf.''— i 
To-morrow,  £5*f.  ■     ■ 

'  .  It  is  a  broken  fpeech,  in  whicii  only  part  of  the  thought 
is' exprefledj  and  may  be.  pai-aphraled  thus:  'the  ^eek 
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is  dead.  Macbeth.  Her  death  Jhould  have  been  deferred  to 
Jome  more  peaceful  hour;  bad  fie  lived  longer,  there  wouM 
at  length  have  been  a  time  for  the  honours  due  to  her  as  a 
yiWCT,  and  that  reJpeS  which  I  owe  her  ferberjideHty  and 
love.  Sucb  is  the  vorld-^Jucb  is  the  coHt&ion  of  human 
life,  that  vie  always  think  to-morrow  will  he  happier  than 
to-dof  i  hut  to-morrow  and  to-morrow  Jieals  over  us  un~ 
ei^tyed  and  Unregarded,  and  we  JliU  linger  in  the  fame  ex- 
peSation  to  the  moment  appointed  for  our  end.  JU  thefi 
dajs,  which  have  thus  pajfed  away,  hffoejent  multitudes  ef 
fools  to  the  grave,  who  were  en^ojfed  by  the  fame  dream  if 
future  felicity,  and,  when  l^e  was  departing  from  them, 
were  Hie  me  recktmug  en  te-morrtw, 

(2)  To  the  lall  fyllable  of  recorded  time. 

Retarded  time  feems  to  fignify  the  time  fixed  in  the 
decrees  rf  heaven  for  the  period  of  hfe.  The  reca-d  of 
fidurity  b  indeed  no  accurate  expreflion,  but  as  we  only 
know  tranfafBons  paft  or  prefent,  the  language  of  men 
affords  no  term  for  the  volumes  of  prefcience,  in  which 
fiiture  events  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  written. 

Note    xlv. 

Macbeth.  tF  thou  fpeak'ft  &lfe, 

•'-  Upon  the  next  tree  flialt  thou  hang  alive 
Till  ftmine  cling  thee :  if  thy  fpeech  be  Iboth, 
1  cire  not  if  thoti  doll  for  me  as  much— — 
I  puU  in  rcToluiion,  and  beg^ 
To  doubt  th'  equivocation  of  the  fiend, 

Tha 
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That  lies  like  truth:    "  Fear  not  dU  Bimam  wood 
Do  come  to  Dio^natu"  and  now  a  wood 
Coffics  toiraM  DttHfinaue. 

I  puU  in  re(bludon  — -'■— 

Though  this  is  the  reading  of  all  the  editions,  yet  as 
it  is  a  phrale  without  dther  example,  elegance  or  pro- 
priety, it  is  furely  better  to  read 

I  paU  in  refiilotion -— 

Ilm^ifl}  in  mf  ca^mty,  ng  eoitfuUna  he^Ht  to  fnftAe 
me.  It  b  fcarccly  neceflaiy  to  obferre  how  eafily  paU 
might  be  changed  into  piU  by  a  negligent  writer,  or 
miftakui  ^  it  by  an  unfloliul  printer. 

NOTE     XLVI, 

$   C   E   N   E      VIIL 

Seaward.   T  TAD  I  as  many  fons'as  I  hare  hwrs, 

■*■  -^  I  would  not  wifh  them  to  a  fidrer  death; 
And  fo  tus  knell  b  knoll'd. 

Thb  incident  is  thus  relattd  from  Ihiry  of  Ihta^dm   . 
hy  Camdm'myas  Rmmu,  from  which  oar  audiorpdia* 
bly  copied  it. 

When  Seyward,  the  martial  Earl  of  NhrthumiirlMid, 
underfiood  diat  his  Ton,  whom  he  had  &nt  in  fervice. 
ag^dnft  the  Scottfmen^  was  flain,  he  demanded  whether 

his 
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his  wound  verc  id  the  fore  pan  or  hinder  put  of  his 
body.  When  it  was  anfwcred  in  the  fwe  part,  he  replied, 
.  **  I  am  rig^t  glad  j  neither  wiih  I  Miy  other,  deadi  to 
*'  me  or  mine." 


AFTER  the  foregoing  pages  were  printed,  the  late 
edition  of  Shak^eare,  afcribed  to  Sir  Jlfmuit  Ham- 
mer, fell  into  my  hands;  and  it  was  therefore  convenient 
for  me  to  delay  the  publication  of  my  remarks,  till  I 
had  examined  whether  they  were  not  anticipated  hf 
limilar  obfervaoons,  or  precluded  by  better.  I  therefore 
read  over  this  tragedy,  but  found  that  the  editor's  ap- 
Jxehenfion  is  of  a  caft  To  diiferent  from  mine,  that  he 
appears  to  find  no  difficulty  in  moft  of  thofe  parages 
'tohich  I  have  reprefented  as  unintelligible,  and  has  there- 
fore paft  fmooihly  over  them,  without  any  attempt  to 
aker  <»*  explain  them. 

Some  of  the  lines  with  which  I  had  been  perplexed, 
have  been  indeed  fo  fortunate  as  to  attract  his  regard  t 
and  it  is  not  without  all  the  fetisfadion  which  it  is  ufual 
toexprcfs  on  fuch  occafions,  that  I -find  an  entire  agre^ 
ment  between  us  in  fubfticuting  [fee  Nott  IT.]  jaarrrf 
for  quanjj  and  in  explMning  the  adage  of  the  cat,  [Note 
XVII.]  But  this  pleafure  is,  hke  moft  others,  known 
only  to  be  regretted ;  for  I  have  the  unh^inefs  to  find 
ao  fuch  conformity  with  regard  to  any  other  paflage. 

The  line  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  amend,  Note 
XL  is  likewiic  attempted  by  the  new  editor,  and  is 

perhaps 
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perh^  the  only  pi0age  in  the  pky  in  which  he  has  oat 
fubmiffively  admitted  the  emendations  of  forgoing 
critics.    Inftcad  (^  the  common  reading, 

—  Doing  every  thing 
Safe  towards  your  love  and  honourj 

he  has  publiihed, 

— —  Doing  every  thing 
Shap'd  towards  your  love  and  honour-r 

This  alteration,  which>  like  all  the  re(i  attempted  bf 
liim>  die  reader  b  expe&ed  to  admit,  without  any  reafon 
.alleged  in  its  defence,  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  plaufiblc 
than  that  of  Mr.  Theobald;  whether  it  is  right,  I  am 
not  to  determine. 

In  the  paflage  which  I  have  altered  in  Note  XL.  an 
emendation  is  likewife  attempted  in  the  late  edition, 
where,  for 

^  And  the  chance  o/'goodnefs 
Be  like  our  warranted  quarrel, 

is  fubftituted  — ^And  the  chanctf  in  goodnefi— whether 
with  more  or  lefs  elegance,  dignity  and  propriety,  than 
the  reading  which  I  have  oiFered,  I  muft  agwn  decline 
the  province  of  deciding. 

Moft  of  the  other  emendations  which  he  has  endea- 
voured, whether  with  good  or  bad  fortune,  are  too  trirad 
to  deferve  mention.  For  furely  the  weapons  of  criticifm 

oug^ 
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ought  not  to  be  bhuued  igunft  aa  editor,  who  can 
imagiae  due.  he  is  leftorii^  pocoy,  iirfuleiie  is  amufing 
himfelf  uridi  tkerations  nice  diefei 

For        ■  fc  '  ■  7J»j  is  the  Jerjemtt 

Wh9  /ubf  a  loed  and  bm-df  fiMo'  fotigbti. 

— —  This  15  the  feijeanti  who 
Lilce  3  n^/  good  and  hardy  foldier  fought. 

For         —  —  Difmay'd  not  this 

Our  captuiu  Macbeth  and  Banquo  ? — Yes ; 

■"  '■  Dilinay'd  not  this 
Our  captuns  brave  Mmbetb  andBaaqw? — Yes, 

Such  harmleiii  induftry  may,  fiircly,  be  forgjvcn,  if  it 
cannot  be  praifed :  may  he  therefore  never  want  a  mono- 
fyllablcj  who  can  ufe  it  with  fuch  wonderful  dexterity. 

Rimpatttr  qiafqids  rttmpitur  muiJia  ! 

The  reft  of  dut  cditioa  I  have  not  read,  but,  &om 
the  little  diat  I  have  feen,  think  it  not  dangerous  to 
declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  its  pomp  recommends  it 
more  dian  its  accuracy.  There  is  no  diftindion  made 
between  the  antient  reading,  and  the  bnovations  of  the 
editor ;  there  is  no  reafon  given  for  any  of  the  altera- 
tions which  are  made;  the  emendadons  of  former  critics 
are  adopted  without  any  acknowledgment,  iuid  few  of 
die  diffiadtieS'  are  removed  which  have  hitherto  embar- 
raffed  the  readen  gS  Sbak/peare. 

I  I  would 
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I  would  not,'however,  bcditnig^  to  inMt  the  editor, 
nor  to  cenfure  hinj  with  too  much  petulance,  for  having 
failed  in  little  things,  of  whom  I  have  been  told,  that  he 
excells  in  greater.  But  I  may,  without  indecency,  ob- 
ierve,  that  no  man  fliould  attempt  to  teach  others  what 
he  has  never  learned,  himfelf  j  and  chat  thofe  who,  like 
Tbemifiocles,  have  fhidied  the  arts  of  policy,  and  can  teach 
aJmaUftate  bow  to  grow  great,  Ihould,  like  him,  difdain 
to  I^x)ur  in  trifles,  and  confider  petty  accomplilhments 
as  below  their  ambition. 
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I. 
This  work  will  be  printed  in  Ten  final!  Vt^nmest  of  the. 
ikne  P^ter  and  Print  with  the  following  Spccimca  *. 

The  Price  to  Subfcribers  will  be  one  Pound  five  Shil- 
Hngs  in  Sheets,  of  which  half  a  Guinea  is  to  be  pud 
at  the  Time  oi  Subfcribing. 

Nut,  It  11  hoped  (he  Unclenakert  of  this  Edition  will  be  thought 
•ndtled  to  Jbme  Regard,  wbiin  It  i*  confidered  that  the  Price  of 
Ur.  Ptft'i  WM  fix  GHineu,  Mr.  Tbt»hald'*  two,  mnd  Hir  thvmmr 
HaMmtr'%  three  Goineai. 

Sub&ripdoi^  are  taken  in,   and  Receipts  nsncd  hj 

£.  C  ATI,  at  St.  Jobtt's  Gate  i  and  by  the  Editor. 

*  TUiSpccdntft  wu^iSao.    E. 
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PREFACE* 

TO     AN 

E      s      3      A      y 

o  H 

MxL  T  ON 's  Ufe  and  Imitation  of  the  Moderns 
in  hi*  pAKAPtsE   Lost. 

Firft  ptA»lUbed  in  die  Ycu  HDCCt. 


IT  is  new  more  dian  half  a  centurjr  fince  the  Para- 
cisi  X^sT  having  broke  through  the  clouds  with 
i^ch  die  unpopularity  of  the  auth<M-»  for  a  time,  ob- 
fcuFol  i^  has  atB'a£ted  th«  general  admkaiion  of  man- 
kind }  whp  have  endeavoured  to  Qxnpen&K  the  eiior 

of 

<'  *  It  it  to  be  hoped,  nay,  it  u  txftSiJ,  duit  tbo  degant  ud, 
**  wnoM  wriaer,  wlu^  judiicittiul«atiBatti,-andiiuoiitBUaail« 
*•  pointi  out  the  author  of  Z««^rr't  Preface  titd  Poflfcript,  mil  no- 
•~*  longer  aUoff  one  to /ba«iA;/Si^«Alfc  Jl£r,/lMi(ri^  wko-«ppMt* 

lb 
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of  their  fiift  iK^e£^  by  Jorifli  pniiles  and  boundlela  re- 
iKTzdon.  Thoe  feems  to  have  arifen  a  comeft,  among 
men  oi  genius  and  liKrature,  v4io  Diould  moft  advance 
its  honour,  or  bcft  diftinginHi  its  bcaudes.  Sune  have 
Ecnied  editioos,  othen  have  puUiOied  .CDmmentaries, 
and  all  have  endeamiuFed  to  make  diejr  pardcular  ftu- 
dies,  in  ibme  d^;Fee,  iiubicrvieiit  to  ^  general  emu- 
fcuioQ. 

Among  the  inquiriot'  to  vriuch  this  ardotir  of  cridcifm 
has  natundly  g^ven  occalion,  none  it  more  obfbure  in  icfelf, 
er  more  worthy  of  rational  cunofity,  dun  a  retrofpefdon  of 
■he  pn^reis  of  this  mig^  genius,  in  die  conftrudiwi  tii 
his  wM-k  i  a  view  of  the  fJatic  gradual  nfing,  peth^ 
fiom  Imall  beginnings,  till  its  fbundadofl  r^t*  in  tht 
centre,  and  us  tunets  fparkle  in  the  flctes )  to  trace  back 
the  ftniAure,  duough  aH  its  rarietiflSj  to  the  fimpbd^ 
of  ia  fiiftpUnt  to  find  what  w»  firft  pK^eded,  whence 
the  fcheme  was  taken,  how  it  was  improved,  by  what 
afliftance  it  was  executed,  and  from  what  ftotci  litt  ma- 
ttriak  were  o^kAed,  whether  its  founder  dug  them 
from  the  quarries  o(  nature,  or  demoUihed  other  btuld- 
tngs  to  embellilh  his  own. 

Tlus  inquiry  has  been,  indeed,  not  idiolfy  negfeded^ 
nor,  perti^,  pnrfecuxod  with  die  care  and  dOigeace  diat 

*'  fbfittlctefawedeferriekitaSiaocei  an  aOtaip  wli^  I«aa 
«•  pcHbaded  wonU  noer  Imk  facn  «of  ■■icMiMl,  had  Aaf* 
<'  been  the  leafl  Tufincion  of  thofe  faSU  mtiek  I  iv^v*  hm  ths  ir^ 
"  Cntmeatof  eo■lTeyiI^toeleworidiatkffeSttel•."•^lJ(iiill■«r■- 
^M»^/fM  tht  titap  ^pUguriJm,  trrwgki  mgsi^  kirn  fy  Mr,  £#§• 
der,  Md  LmUtr  bim/tl/ ffviAd  tf  Jtrumi  fiff^rm  tmdfr^  imfti- 
JkimitmtbtfmUU.    ij  Jtkm  Om^^  M.  A.  MO^  ^  Smn  ^ 

I3  « 
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it  dcferves.  Several  cririas  have  o^atfl  d\eir  conjee 
cures  i  but  none  have  much  endexvottred  to  enforce  or 

-*  afccrtain  them.  *  Mr.  Voltaire  teUa  xb,  without 
proof,  that,  the  firft  hint  of  Paradise  Lost  was  taken 
from  a  farce  cilfcd  Adamo,  writon  t^  a  pl^rcr  %  +  Dr. 
Fearce,  diat  it  was  derived  from  an  Itaban  tragedy, 
called  Ii,  Pj^RADiso  Perso  ;  an4  it  ^'^>  P>eK,  that 
it  was  borrowed  from  a  wild  romance.  Any  of  thefc 
conjedures-may  polBbly  be  true,  but,  as  theyifauid  with- 
out fufficient  proof,  it  muft  be  granted,  Kkcwife,  that 
they  may  ail  poffibly  be  falfe ;  at  leaft  riicy  cannot  pre- 
clude any  odier  (pinion,  which  wkhout  argiiment  hai 
the  fame  cl^m  to  credit,  and  may  periiaps  be  fhewn, 
by.re£(Uefs  cndence,  to  be  better  founded; 

It  is  relued,  by  fteady  and  uncontroverted  tradition, 
diac  the  Paradise  Lost  was  nfuA  a  Tradsoy,  and, 
thercfitfc,  amoogft  tragedies,  the  Brft  hint,  is  properly 
to  be  ioMght...  In  a  mamifcript,  publifbed  from  Mil- 
tok's.atd  hand,  among  a  grcftt  number  of  fubje£ts  for 

.  tragedy,  is  AbAM  unpaiiapised,  or  Adam  in  eieile  ; 
and  this,,  therefore,  may  be  juftly.fuppofed  the  embryo 
of  this  great  poem.  As  it  is  obfervable,  (hat  all  thefe 
fut^eds  had  been  treated  by  others,  the  manufoript  can 
be  fuppoffrd-jiothing  more,  than  a  memorial  or  catalogue 

'  *  Ettr^ipmdtc  Ciril  Wirt  af  France,  and  aUb  upoo  the  Epic 
9oetrf  of  the  Kuopnn  Kadoiu,  fram  Homer  down  to  Milton. 
•6fo.  i7»7,p.-  ro).    B. 

-  t  Preftes  to  x  Renew  of  the  text  of  Ac  Twelve  Books  of  Mil* 
tonS  Pandife  Loft,  in  which  the  chief  of  Dr.  Bentley'i  Eatenda- 
-tioBi  are  confidered,  8vo.  1753.    E. 

I  N«w  fcfemotn  of  Mr.  John  Hiltea.  By  Erandi  Peck,  4(0. 
1740,  p.  it.    E. 

of 
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of  pUys,  ^rfiich,  for  fomc  rcafon,  the  writer  thoi^t  wor- 
thy of  his  attention.  When,  therefore,  I  had  oblerred, 
that  Adam  in  exile  was  named  amongft  them,  I  doubt- 
ed not  but,  in  finding  the  original  of  that  tragedy,  I  (hould 
difclpfe  rfie  giiuine  fourot  of  Paradisb'Lost.  Nor 
was  my  cxpcdation  difappointcd ;  for,  having  procured 
the  ADAMus  ExcL  of  Grotius,  I  found,  or  imagined 
myfclf  to  find,  the  firft  draught,  the  prima  stamina 
of  this  wonderful  poem. 

Having  thus  traced  the  original  of  tlus  work,  I 
was  naturally  induced  to  continue  my  fcarch  to" the  col- 
lateral relations,  which  it  might  be  fuppofed  to 
hftve  cwitrafed,'  in  its  progrefi  to  maturity  :  and  hav- 
ing, at  leaft,  perfuaded  my  own  judgment,  that  the 
fearch  has  not  been  intirely  inefiefhial,  I  now  lay  the  re- 
fiilt  of  my  labours  before  the  pubUc ;  wth  fiill  convic- 
tion, that  in  queftions  of  diis  kind,  the  world  cannot  be 
mistaken,  at  leaft  cannot  long  continue  in  error. 

I  cannot  avoid  acknowledging  the  candour  of  the 
autfior  of  that  exceileni  monthly  book,  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine,  in  giving  admifTion  to  the  fpecimens 
in  favour  of  tMs  argument ;' and  hb  iMPARTiALirr  ui 
as  fr*ly  infcrting  the  feveral  tofwers.  I  ftiall  here  fub- 
joinfome  extracts  from-thexviith  volume  of  this  work, 
which  I  think  fuitable  to  my  purpofc.  To  which  I  have 
added,  In  order  to  obviate  every  pretence  for  cavil,  a 
list  of  the  authors  i}lioted  in  the  following  Essay,  with 
dieir  refpe^ve  dates.  In  comparifon  with  the  date  of 
Paradise  Lost. 
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WHEN  this EQiiy was  alnu^finiihed,  the^ien-' 
did  Edition  of  Paraqi^^  Lost,  fo  k^  pro- 
miied  by  the  reverend  Dr.'Netoim,  fell  into  my  hands  j 
of  which  I  had,  however,  fo  little  ufe,  that  as  it  would 
be  injuflice  to  cenfure,  it  would  be  flattery,  to  cominend 
h :  and  I  fbould  have  totally  forborn  the  mention  of  a 
book  that  I  have  not  read,  had  not  one  pailage,  ^  the 
conclufioo  of  the  Iffe  of  Miltqk,  esrcited  in  me  too 
much  pity  and  indignation  to  be  fi^prellcd  iu  filence. 

"  Deborah,  Mjiton's  yonngpft  dai^ter,"  ijiy^  the 
Editor,  *f  vfas  mamed  to  Mr.  Abraham  Clarke^,  avea^ 
*'  ycT,  in  Spifalfieldf,  and  die^in  AMguft  il^Jt  m  tJie 
"  76th  year  of  her  age.^  She  had  ten  childreo.  £li- 
*'  zabeth,  the  youngdl,  wa^  married  to  Mr.  Tham4& 
*'  Fofler,  a  weaver,  in  Spitalfiekjs,  and  had  Sevta  chE- 
'■'  dren,  who  are  all  dead }  and  ihe.herfelf  is  aged  about 
**  jx^,  an^  iMoi  and  i^Snp.  She  feemech  to  be  a  good 
J*  plain /tnfiile  wantat,  and  has' confirmed  feveral  parti- 
"  culars  related  ^x>Te,  and  iqfprnied  me  of  fome  others, 
"  which  Ihe  had  often  heard  from  her  mother."  Thefi; 
die  Doctor  enumerates,  and  dien  ^ds,  "  In  all  proba- 
*'  bility  Milton's  whde  family  will  be  exdn£t  with  her, 
3        *  "     .  "  and 
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.*'  and  he  can  live  only  in  lus  writings.  And  fuchis  the 
^'  caprice  c^  fortune,  t;his  grand-daughter  of  a  man, 
*'  yfho  vill  be  an  orerlafting  gloiy  to  the  nation,  ha» 
"  now  for  fome  years,  with  her  husband,  kept  a  little 
«  chandler's  or  grocer's  Jhop,  for  their  fubfiftenoe,  lately 
*<  at  the  lower  H^^way,  in  the  road  becweea  High^ 
"  gate  and  London,  and  at  pre&nt  ia  Cock-laoe,  not 
*'  far  from  Shoredltch  church." 

That  this  relation  is  true  cannot  be  f|V^0Ded :  ]m» 
furely,  die  honour  of  letters,  the  dignity  of  facred  poe- 
try, the  fpirit  of  the  En^lilh  nation,  and  the  g^ory  of 
human  nature,  require — that  it  ftunild  be  true  no  longer. 
—In  a«  age,  in  whidi  ftatues  are  erefted  to  the  honour 
of  this  great  writer,  in  tWucH  his  effigy  has  been  dif- 
fufcd  on  medals,  and  his  work  propagated  by  tranfla- 
tions,  and  illuftratcd  by  commentaries ;  in  an  age,  which 
amidft  all  its  \^ces,  and  all  its  follies,  has  not  become 
infamous  for  want  of  charity :  it  may  he,  furely,  allowed 
to  hope,  that  the  living  remwni  of  Milton  vnH  be  no 
Jooger  fufiered  to  languilh  in  diftrels.  It  is  yet  in  the 
power  of  a  great  people,  to  reward  the  poet  nrfiofe  name 
diey  boaft,  and  from  thrir  alliance  to  whofe  genius,  they 
cl«m  fome  kind  of  fuperiority  to  every  other  nation  of 
die  eanh  -,  that  poet,  whofe  works  may  poffibly  be  read 
when  every  other  monument  of  Bridfli  greamefs  fliall 
be  obliterated;  to  reward  him — not  with  pictures,  or 
nith  medals,  which,  if  he  fees,  he  fees  with  contempt, 
but— ^th  tokens  of  gradtude,  which  he,  perhaps,  may 
even  now  confider  as  not  unworthy  the  regard  of  an  im- 
mortal fpirit.  And  furely,  to  thofe,  who  refofe  their 
Barnes  tb  Jio  other  fcheme  of  expence,  it  will  not  be 
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unwclaxnc,  that  a  subscription  is  propofed,  for  re- 
Ucvingt  In  the  languor  cfage,  the  pains  of  difcafe,  and 
the  contempt  of  poverty,  die  grand  daughter  of  the 
autfror  of  Paradise  Lost.  Nor  can  it  be  queffioned, 
Hittt  if  I,  who  have  been  marked  out  as  die  Zoilvs  of 
MiLTOM,  think  tfiis  regard  due  to  his  pofterity,  the  de- 
iign  wiH  be  warmly  fcconded  by  diofc,  yrhde  lives  have 
been  employed,  in  difcovering  his  excdkncies,  and  ex- 
tending his  reputation. 

Sublcriptions.. 

For  the  Relief  of 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Foster, 

Grand-daugjtter  to  Johh  Miltov, 

are  taken  in  by     , 

Mr.  Dodfley,  in  Pall-Mali; 

Meflrs.  Cox  and  CoUings,  under  the  Royal  Exchuig^i 
Mr.  Cave,  at  Sl  John^s  Gate,  Clwkenwell ;  and, 
Mefixs.  Payne  aad  Bouquet,  in  Pater-noflcr-Row, 


LET, 
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MILT  Q-N*S    (jFjlAND-I>AUGHT.ER*, 

SIR, 

THAT  a  certain' degree  of  repotation  is  acquired 
merely  bf  approving  the,  works  of  genius,  and 
teflifying  a  regard  Eo  the  memory  ^  authors,  is  a  truth 
too  evident  to  be  denied ;  and  therefore  to  enfute  a  par- 
ticipacion  of  fame  with  a  celebrated  poet,  many  who 
would  |»erhaps  have  contributed  to  ftarve  him,  when 
alive,  have  heaped  e:q)enrive  pageants  upon  his  grave. 

It  muft  indeed  be  ccMifefTed,  that  this  method  of  be- 
coming known  to  pofterity  with  honour,  is  peculiar  to 
die  great,  or  ai  leaft  to  the  wealthy ;  but  an  opptmu- 
nity  now  offers  for  almoft  every  individual  to  fecurc  the 
praife  of  paying  a  juft  regard  to  the  illuHrious  dead, 
united  mtti  the  pleafure  of  doing  good  to  the  living. 
To  a0ift  induftrious  indigence,  finiggUng  widi  diftrels, 

*  Thii  letter  it  printed  from  the  J«r«/«at  MagmxlMi,  Jsontrr 
17S;.  The  writer  of  the  wticle  is  tk>t  work  from  whence  it  ii 
t>kea,  (tji,  that  it  originally  appealed  In  Ti^  Gimnd  jUvtrtifar 
of  the  4th  of  April,  i/jo. 

and 

D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


124  L   E    T    T    E    R.     &c 

and  dtbilitatfd  by  ^e,  is  a  diTf^y  of  TiiCue>  and  an 

•»wntprin«  of  happip^ft  Slid  hOOOUT. 

Whoerer,  then,  would  be  thought  capable  <^  plei>- 
fure  in  reading  the  works  of  our  incomparable  Mil- 
TOH,  ftndnot  ^  ddtituceof  gratitude  as  to  refiife  to  lay 
out  a  tiifie  in  t  rationil  and  elegant  entertainment  for 
die  benefit  of  His  livii^  renuuns^  for  the  ezerci&<^  their 
own  virtue,  the  increafe  of  dieir  reputatiw,  and  the 
pteafing  confcioufnels  of  doing  good*  fhould  appear  at 
Drury-lane  TheatN  K>-marrow,  April  5,  •nixa  Comus 
mQ  be  perfumed  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Fofter,  grand-dai^ter  to  the  author,  and  the  only  fur- 
vinng  branch  of  his  &mily. 

N.  S.  There  wSl  be  a  new  prologue  on  the  ocralian, 
written  by  the  author  of  Irene,  and  ^ken  by  Mr. 
Garrick ;  and  by  parncular  defire,  there  inB  be  added 
ta  the  Mafque,  a  dramatic  &tirc  caDed  Lethe,  in  wluch 
i&.  Garrick  will  perform. 
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TO     THE 

Reverend  Mr.   DOUGLAS^ 

OCCASIONED 

By  hi«  ViHDicATiOM  of  MILTON. 

To  wUcb  «  UjoiaH, 

S«Tendaiiiouaor^^LBTTZK9  from  dw  Authors  of 
theUNiTSRSAL  History,  Mr.  ArNswonTH, 
Mr.  Maclavrik,  &c. 


By    WILLIAM    LAUDER,  A.111. 


J^itm  fotttUt  fteeagi  pane  efi  imataa, 

Senzca. 

C»fmra  m^imam  fatis  ^fnftn^  Lem^ 

Ornt; 

* •PrattiU  Cleneatiam 

yum  Riffri.     !■■■— - 

Gftorn  Adamm  Exli^ 
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Of  this  psnpiilet  Mr.  Lsadcr  gives  the  fellomn^  toconnt :  "  ^ 
f  ingenioui  eeatleman  (fiu^wtiore  amauug  abiliiie*  I  hn<j  concm*. 
"  ed  the  hignefl  generation,  and  in  whofe  candour  and  frieadlhip 
*'  I  rcpofed  the  mofl  implicit  and  unlimited  confidence]  advifed 
"  me  to  make  an  anrefervcd  d!fi:larare  of  all  the  linej  i  had  ioter- 
"  polated  agaioft  Milton,  with  thli  view,  cbie&y,  that  no  fniure 
"  critics  might  erer  have  sn  opporttinic]'  of  valuing  themielve* 
"  Dbon  fmalT  diTcoveries  of  a  few  Itilei,  which  would  ferve  lo  re- 
**  Vive  my  error,  and  keep  the  controverfy  eternally  alive. 

.  "  With  this  expedieat  I  then  chearfoUy  complied,  when  that 
"  geniieman  wrote  fat  me  the  letter  that  was  pubfilhed  in  my  name 
'*  to  Mr.  Douglas,  in  which  he  committed  one  error  that  ptovcd 
■*_f>Cal  to  me,  and  it  the  fame  time  injnriovs  to  the  public  For, 
'*  in  place  of  acknowledging  that  fuch  and  fuch  particnUr  paiTaee* 
"  only  were  interpolated,  he  gave  up  the  whole  EiTay  agaioft  Mil- 
**  ton  asdelnfion  and  mifreprcfeotadon,  and  thereby  impofed  mora 
"  grievouQy  on  the  public  than  I  had  done,  and  that  loo  in  terma 
*'  much  more  Aibmiflivc  -ud  abjeA  than  the  sature  of  the  ofieocS 
"  required. 

"  Thoagh  this  letter,  in  many  refpeflt,  contained  not  my  fcn- 
"  timent),  as  plainly  appears  from  the  contradiftory  PofHcript 
"  fabjoined  to  it ;  yet  fuch  was'  my  infatuation  at  that  time,  and 
"  implicit  confidence  id  my  friend,  that  I  fuffered  it  to  be  printed 
"  in  my  name,  though  I  was  previonfly  inlbrmed  by  one  of  the 
"  greateft  men  of  (he  age  of  its  huttfu!  tendency,  which  1  have 
"  finee  fully  experiesced  to  my  coft. 

"  That  the  gentleman  meant  to  ferre  me,  and  was  really  of 
"  opinion  that  the  method  he  piopoAd  might  probably  prove  cf- 
**  fedual  for  refcuing  me  from  the  odium  of  the  public,  and  in 
**  feme  meafure  reftoring  my  character  to  the  honour  it  had  loft,  I 
"  wa*  then  difpofed  to  believe.  His  repeated  aEtM  of  fnendfiiip  to 
"  me  on  former  occalions,  in  conjunction  with  a  reputation  iint- 
**  verfally  eftablifhed  for  candour  and  integrity,  left  me  little 
"  room  to  doubt  it  -.  though  it  is  certainly  a  moftpr^ofterou  me- 
"  thod  for  a  criminal,  in  order  to  obtain  pardon  for  one  a&  of  fe- 
"  lony,  to  confofs  i^i^^[clf  gnilty  of  a  thoafanj.  Howevcf,  I 
''  canwit  bat  condemn  myfelf  for  placing  fo  implicit  a  confidenc* 
"  in  the  judgment  of  any  man,  Jiow  great  or  good  {ocvvr  at  to 
**  fuffer  his  miftakei  to  be  given  to  the  public  a*  my  opinion." 
Xing  Cbarki  iiiniitattd  from  ibt  ehmft  »f  pl^iarifiK,  tmgbt 
tffaiufi  him  iy  MHtat,  aaJ  74'1'Bn  him/elf  anviaid  »f  ftrgtrj  e»d  m 
gr«/t  iBi^tfitun  ntbt  fuhlis,  Svo.  175^'  p-  3.     £• 
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SIR. 

CANDOUR  and  tendemels  are  in  any  relation^ 
and  on  all  occafions,  eminently  amiable ;  butwhea 
they  are  found  in  an  adverfary,  and  found  fo  prevalent 
as  to  over-power  that  zeal  which  his  caufe  excites,  and 
that  heat  which  naturally  increafes  in  the  profecudon  of 
ar^ment*  and  which  may  be  in  a  great  meafure  Juftificd 
by  the  love  of  truth>  diey  cert^ly  appear  with  parti- 
cular advantages ;  and  it  is  impodible  not  to  envy  choic 
who  poiTels  the  friendfhip  of  him,  whom  it  is  even  Ibme 
degree  of  good  fortune  to  have  known  as  an  enemy. 

I  wUl  not  fo  far  diffemble  my  weaknefs,  or  my  SaxAt, 
as  not  to  confefs  that  my  with  was  to  have  palled  un- 
dnefted ;  but  fince  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  fail  in  my, 
original  defigni  W  have  the  fuppofititious  palTages  which, 
I  have  inferted  in  my  quotations  made  known  to  the 
WOTld,  and  the  Ihade  whid»  began  to  gather  on  the  fplen- 
8  dour 
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dour  of  Mltm  toolty  dilperfed,  I  cannot  but  count  It 
an  aBeviation  of  my  pain,  diat  I  have  been  defeated  by 
d  man  ^o  knows  how  to  ufe  advanoges  ^^  fo  rriiich 
moderatKMi,  and  can  enjoy  the  honour  t>f  conqueft  with* 
out  the  infdence  of  triulHph. 

It  was  oneofthema3um«.of  thQ>$]^jrAmj>  nottoprels 
iqxMi  2  flying  army,  and  riiertfore  dieir  enemies  were- 
ahrafs  ready  tt)  quit  the  fidd,  becauie  they  knew  the 
danger  was  ont^  in  0[^ling.  The  civility  with  which 
you  have  Aought  premier  to  treat  me,  when  you  had  in- 
conteftalile  fuperiority,  has  inclined  me  to  make  youc 
victory  compIeR,  without  any  further  ibngg^,  and  not 
only  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  chai^ 
which  you  have  hitherto  advanced,  but  to  confefs,  with- 
Dut  the  leail  diflimularion,  fubtprfuge,  or  concealment, 
every  other  interpolation  I  have  m^e  in  thofe  authors^ 
which  you  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  jo  ex4fnii»e. 

On  the  fincerity  and  punftuality  of  this  cortfeffion-,  t 
anr  wBKng  to  tiepend  for  all  the  future  regard  of  man- 
kind, and  cannot  but  indulge  fome  hopes,  that  dniy 
«Aom  my  offence  has  alienated  from  me,  may,  by  this' 
iirftance  of  ingenuity  and  repentanee,  be  propitiated  and* 
reconciled.  Whatever  be  die  event,  I  Ihall  at  leaft  havrf 
done  all  that  can  be  done  in  reparation  of  my  formei' 
injuries  to  MUfc!},  to  truth,  and  to  mankind,  and  entreat 
rfiit  thole  who  Jhali  continue  implacable,  will  escamine 
rfieir  own  hearts,  whether  they  have  not  committed  equrf 
amies  widiout  equal  proofc  of  lcffrow»  «■  equal  a&  of 
attoncment  •- 

*  The  intcrpolatioBt  are  diftjogtiidied  by  PmlieJt  tban&en, 

PaSSAG£S 


)  by  Google 


Reverekd    Mr.    DOUGLAS.       129 

Passages  interpolated  in  Masenius. 

The  word  pandtemmum  in  die   mar^nal  notes  of 
Book  I.    Eflay,  page  10. 

Citation  VI.     Eflay,  page  38. 

Adnuit  ipfa  dolo,  malumque  (heu  !  longa  dolendi 
Mattries!  &  triftc  nefas!)  vefana  momordit 
Tanti  ignara  mall.    Mora  nulla,  folutus  Avemus 
Ezlpuit  infandas  acies  -,  fraftumque  remugit 
Divul&  compage  folum :  Nabathxa  receptum 
R^na  dedere  fonum,  Pharioque  in  Uttore  Nereus 
Territus  erubuit :  fimul  adgemuere  dolentes 
He^rix  valles,  libyieque  calentis  arenE 
Exariere  procul.    Stupefafta  Lycaonis  urfa 
Conftitit,  &  pavido  riguit  glacialis  in  axe  : 
Onuiis  cardinibus  fubmotus  inhorruit  orbis ; 
jitgdi  bee  efficiuntt  caleJHa  jujfa  fecuti. 

CiTATroN  VII.    Eflay,  page  41. 

Ilk  quidcm  fugiens,  fparfis  per  terga  capillis, 
Ora  rigat  lacrimis,  8c  ccelum  queltibus  implet : 
Talia  voce  rogans.     Magni  Deus  arbiter  orbis  \ 
Qui  renim  momenta  tenes,  folufque  fiituri 
Fra^cius,  etapflque  memor ;  quern  terra  potentem 
Imperio,  coeliqutf  tremuntj  quern  dite  fuperbus 
Hontfcit  Phlegethon,  pavidoque  furore  veretur : 
En  1  Styge  cruddi  premlmur.    LaxMitur  hiatus 
Tartarci,  dirufquc  folo  dominatur  Avcrnus, 
hfenaque  tones  populantur  cunBa  creata, 
Et  manes  violant  fuperos :  difcrimina  renim 

K  Suftuiit 
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SuftuUt  Andtheus,  divqmquc  oppreflit  honorera. 
Refpicc  Sarcotheam :  nimis,  heu !  decepta  momordit 
In&uftas  epulas,  nolque  omnes  prodidic  hofti< 

CiTATioM  VlII.    Eflajr,  page  41,  the  whole  pailage. 
^uadruptM  pugnat  quaJrufeSt  volucriqtte  volucris  % 
Et  pifcis  cum  pifce  fenx  boJHHhus  armis 
Praliajava  gerit :  jam  priJHna  pttbulajpenaatt^ 
'  Jam  tendere psget  viridantes gramrte  compos: 
Alterum  &?  alteriiu  vivunt  animalia  Uiho: 
Prifca  nee  in  getitern  humamm  reverentia  durat  j 
Sed  fUpuxt,  vel  _fi  fteterant  fera  btlla  minantuf 
Fronte  trud,  iorvofque  eculos  jaculantur  in  illam. 

Citation  IX.    Eflay,  p?ge  43. 
Vatihus  antiquis  numermiur  lumine  caffis^ 
TirefiaSf  PbineiiSj  Thamyrifqtiei  &  magniu  Homerub 

The  above  pafiage  tbuids  thus  m  Mafenm,  la  one  line. 

Tirefias  coecus,  Thamyrifque,  &  Daphms,  tiomerus. 

N.  B.  The  verfe  now  cited  is  in  Mafentus's  Poenu» 
but  not  in  the  Sarcetis. 

Citation  X.    Eflay,  page  46. 

In  medioj  turnias  inter  provedhis  ovantes 
Cernituf  antitheus^  reliquis  hie  alcior  unus 
Eminet,  &  circum  vulgus  defpeftac  inane  1 
Frons  nebulis  obfcura  latet,  torvumque  furorem 
Difilmulat,  fidae  n^his  velsmine  no£tis ; 
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Perfimlis  tiirri  p-aceifa^  out  moHtibus  altit 
A/tiiqute  tt^Ht  midata  frmdis  bamt. 

Paflages  interpolated  in  Givtius, 

CiTATioK  I.    Eflky,  page  55. 
Sacn  tonands  hdtis,  exiul  patriz 
Coekltis  adfum ;  uitari  triftem  Jpecum 
Fu^em,  8c  atram  noEtis  aetenue  fdt^am. 
Hac  fpCi  quod  unum  maximum  fiigio  malum, 
Soptros  Tidebb.    Fallor  i  an  certe  meo 
Concu0a  ttllus  tola  trepidac  pondere  I 
^laJ  £co  f  Tellusf  Orcus  ^  peMus  trtmt. 

Citation  II.    Eflay,  p^  58,  the  whole  pa0age. 

Nam  J  me  jttdicet 
Rifftare  Mgmtm  eft  amhitu,  etfi  in  Tartart : 
jBto  pr^JJe  Tartare  Jiquidem  juvaty 
Cdlu  quam  in  ipfis  Jertn  otire  mmia. 

CiTATiOM  FV.  Eflay,  pagefii,  Ae  whole  paflagc 

Iimtmm<^(t  gtuque  vomimhtts  Jmi, 
tibet  vocare  frepriis  vecabulis. 

CiTATiow  V.    Eflay,  page  6j. 
Terreflxit  <x\m  re£tor  I  &  princepa  fred  1 
Cg^ Jdifpu fsholes't  ^berium  genus!   ' 
Adame !  dextram  liceat  amt^ecti  tuam  I 

Citation  VI.    Eflay,  ihid. 
Quod  illud  animal,  tramite  oUiquo  mean% 
Ad  me  -vobmim  flcxili  fecpic  via  ? 
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Sibila  retorqutt  ora  fetofum  caput 
Trifidamque  Unguam  vibrat :  oculi  ardent  duo, 
Carhunculorum  luce  <erlMitet  ruhrd. 

Citation  VII.  Efliy,  jrage  65,  the  whole  pa0age, 

■■■■■■'■  Nata  deo  I  atque  bomine  fata  ! 

Regina  mundi  !  tademque  inierttus  infda  ! 
Cun£iis  coltnda !  *■■..  .  ■■•.-    ■■-m,. 

Citation  VIII.  Efiayi  Pagc66|  the  whole  paflage. 

Rationis  etaiim  emnino  faritas  exigit. 
Ego  bruta  quattdo  hejiia  evOfi  loquens ; 
Ex  bomine,  qualis  anlt,  te  fieri  Deam. 

Citation  IX.    Efiay,  ihid, 

i'er  fanfta  thalathi  facra,  per  jus,  noiftinifi 

Quodcumque  noftri '.  five  me  natam  vocas, 

Ex  tc  creatam  j  fiVc  communi  patre 

Oitam,  fororem ;  five  potius  coigugem : 

Cajfam,  oro,  dulH  luminis  juhare  _  tut 

Ne  me  relinqilas  t  nun£  tuo  auxtlio  eft  opusj 

Cum  verfa  fors  eft.    Unicum  lapffe  niihi 

Firmamen,  unam  fpem  gravi'  adfUds  maloj 

Te  milu  referva,  dum  licet:  mortalium 

Ne  tota  foboles  percat  unius  nece : 

Ti^f  nam  reliSiaf  qub  fetam  f  aut  ovum  exigam  t 

Citation  X.    Eflay,  page  67,  the  whole  paflage* 

Tu  namgue  feli  numim  cmtrarius. 
Minus  et  nccivus ;  afi  eff>  .nocentior,  .    . 

(jideoque 
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{^AUoque  mifera  magis,  quippe  mifpia  cornea 
Origoqutfcelus  eft,  lurida  mater  male!) 
Heumfue  Leftfceltre,  teqtie,  vir  !  ftmid. 

Citation  XI,  Eflay,  page  68,  the  whole  paffage. 
^id  comeioy  foto,  gigw^  dirts  Juijacet, 
Interpolation  In  Ramf^^ 

Citation  VI.    Eflay,  p;^  88. 
O  judex !  nova  me  facies  inopinaque  tttret ; 
Me  macube  turpes,  nudseque  in  corpore  fordes, 
Et  cruciant  duris  exercita  peftora  poenis : 
Me  ferns  horror  a^t.     Mihi  non  vernantia  prata, 
Non  vitrei  fontes,  cceli  non  aurea  templs. 
Nee  funt  ^ta  mihi  fub  utroque  jacentia  folc : 
Jiidicis  ora  Dei  fie  teircnt,  lancinat  j^jum 
Sic  pc£hi$  mihi  noxa.    O  fi  ml  abrumpAre  vitam, 
Et  detur  pcenam  quo«s  evadere  letho  ! 
Ipfa  parens  utlnam  mihi  tellus  ima  dehifcat  1 
Ad  piceas  trudaique  umbras,  atque  infera  reg^  I 
Pallentes  umbras  Ereht,  no^enqut  projundam  1 
Montibu3  aut  premar  Inje£tis,  ccelique  mini ! 
Ante  tuos  vultus,  tua  quam  flammandaque  ora 
Sufpiciam^  c^ut  obje£tein  &  cceleftibiis  armis  1 

Interpolations  in  Sta^orftuu. 

Citation  III.    Eflay,  page  104. 
Fcedus  in  humanis  fra^H  quod  fan£tius  azvo  ! 
Firmius  6c  melius,  quod  magnificentius,  ac  quam 
Conjugii],  fponfi  ^nfasque  jugalia  fiicra ! 
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AuJ^ce  te,  fugiats  ^im  fubcuba  USi, 
Dira  Uindo  homhium  iota  ^  gente  repulja  eft  : 
Ac  tanium  gregibus  pecudum  raiione  carentHm 
haper^i  ^  Jine  lege  tori  furibttnda  vagatur. 
Aujpce  te,  qmm  jura  probaM,  reHumqtui  piimque, 
FiUus  atque  pater,  fraterque  i/motuit  -,  fcf  quot 
Vbicula  vicini  Jociaruxt  Janguinis,  ate 
Nominibus  didicere  fuam  Mfi'mguere  gentem. 

Citation  VI.    Effiiy,  page  109. 
Coeleflss  animx !  fubllmia  templa  tenentes, 
Laudibus  adcunpulate  deum  fuper  omnia  magnum  \—— 
Tu  quoque  fiunc  animi  vis  cota  ac  maxuma  noltri ! 
Tota  tui  in  Domini  grates  diffolvere  laudes ! 
Aurerd  red^mte  nvud,  redeuntibm  umbris. 
Immenfum  1  ^guftum !  verum  1  infcrutabBc  numen  1 
Summe  Deivl  fobokfque  Dei  !^  conrorfque  dutuximj 
Spiritus !  xternas  retines,  bone  re£tor !  hi^nas. 
Per  mare,  per  terras,  ccelofque,  atquc  unus  Jhova 
Extftens,  cekbr^w  tuas,  memorique  fonabo 
Organico  pkftro  laudes.     Te  peftore  amabo, 
7V/rwHfl»,  (^  me£im,  (^ /ummnmj  fed  jSiu  caretftMif. 
O  miris  mirande  modis !  ter  maxime  reram ! 
Collullrat  terras  dum  lumine  Titan  Eoo ! 

Interpolation  in  Fox.    EI&7,  page  116. 

Tu  Pfychcphone 
Hypocrifis  efto,  hoc  fub  Francifci  pailio. 
Tu  Thanate,  Martyromaftix  re  &  nomine  fics. 
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Altered  thus, 

Tu  Pfychephdnc ! 
Hypocrilh  efto ;  hoc  fub  FranciTci  pallio, 
^0  tuti  te£h  ftje  credttnt  msri. 

Interpolation  in  ^ihauums.    £03/}  page  117, 

Afif.  Cur  hue  procacj  veneris  curfu  refer  f 
Mancre  fi  quU  in  fua  poteft  domo, 
Habitare  numquam  curet  alienas  domes. 

Imc.  Quis  non,  relifta  Tartan  nigri  domo, 
Venirct  ?  Illic  fumma  tcncbrarum  lues, 
Ubi  pcdor  ingens  redolct  extremum  fitunfi. 
Hie  autem  amoena  regna,  &  dulcb  quies ; 
Ubi  fercnus  rid?t  asternum  dies, 
Mutare  facile  *  ^  pondus  immenfum  levi,- 
Summos  dolores  maximtfj^e  gaudiis. 

Interpolation  in  Seza^     Eflay,  page  115, 

Stjrgemque  teftor^  &  profiinda  Tartari, 

Nifi  impedirct  Itvor,  &  queis  profequor 

Odia  fupremum  numen,  acque  hominum  genus, 

Pietace  motus  tunc  patris,  &  hinc  fUii, 

Foflem  parent!  condolere  &  61io, 

^ic^  ext^ffitu  e^naem  maiittatu  ex  p^ort* 

Interpolation  in  Fletcher.    ElTay,  page  li^ 

Nee  tamcn  icteraos  cb^a  (abfifte  timere) 
Umquam  animos,  felEque  ingentes  ponimus  iras. 

•  For/tdltt  the  word  vtlMft  wu  fah^atc4  in  the  ESkj. 
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Ncc  fas  J  non  fie  deficimus,  nee  talia  tecum 

Geflimus,  in  coelos  olim  tua  figna  fecuti. 

Eft  hie,  eft  vit^  &  magni  eontemptor  Olympi, 

Quique  oblatam  animus  lucis  nunc  rcfpuat  aulam, 

Et  domiti  lantum  placeat  cui  regia  cceli. 

Ne  dubita,  nuinquam  fraftis  haec  pcftora,  numquam 

Deficient  animis:  prius  ille  ingemia  cceli 

Atria,  defertofque  sternse  lucis  alumnos 

Deftituens,  Erebum  admigret  noftemque  profundam, 

Et  Stygils  mutet  radiantia  lumina  fiammis. 

In  promptu  caujfa  iji  :  fuferefi  tnviSa  voluntas, 

ImmortaU  ediumy  vindiila  i^/.fva  cupido.  , 

Inttrpolations  in  Tauimau.     Eflay,  page  132. 

Tune,  ait,  imperio  rcgcre  omnia  folus  j  &  una 
Filius  ifte  tuus,  qui  fe  tibi  fubjicit  ultro, 
Ac  genibus  minor  ad  teiram  proftemit,  &  oflert 
Nefeio  quos  toties  animi  fervilis  honores  ? 
Et  tamen  jetemi  proles  fetcma  Jehovje 
Audit  ab  xtherca  luteaque  propane  mundi. 
(^Scilicet  hunc  natum  dixfjliy  cimSia  regentem  j 
CwUtihus  regem  cuniih,  domimimque  Jupremum) 
Huic  ego  fim  fiipplex  ?  ego  ?  quo  pneftanrior  alter 
Non  agit  in  fuperis.     Mihi  jus  dabit  ille.  Ilium  qui 
Dat  caput  alterius  fub  jus  &  vincula  legum  ? 
Semideus  regec  ifte  polos  ?  reget  avia  terrse  ? 
Me  preflum  Icviore  mar.u  forcuna  tcnebit  ? 
Et  cogar  aternum  duplki  fervire  tyramto  ? 
Haud  ita.    Tu  folus  non  poUes  fortibus  aufis. 
Non  ego  fic  cecidi,  nee  fie  mea  fata  premuntur, 

Ut 
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•  XJt  ncqueam  relevare  capuc,  coUoque  fuperbum 
£xcuterc  imperium.     Mihi  11  mea  dextra  favebit, 
Audco  torius  mihi  jus  prominerc  mundi. 

£flay>  page  152. 

tirmit  dommaiiones,  prineipatus,  inrtules,  foteftateSj  is 
laid  to  be  a  line  borrowed  by  Milton  from  the  title- 
f«gc  of  Heywood's  Hterarcky  sf  Angels.  But  there  are 
more  words  in  Hrfwood'%  title;  and,  according  to  his 
own  arrangement  of  his  fubjefts,  they  Qiould  be  read 
thus. — Sen^bm,  cherubim,  tbronij  potefiatesj  sngeS,  arcb- 
angeli,  principatuSf  dominatitms, 

Thele  arc  my  interpolations,  minutely  traced  without 
any  arts  of  evaCon.  Whether  from  the  paffages  diaz 
yet  remain,  any  reader  will  be  convinced  of  my  gene- 
ral aflertion,  and  allow,  that  Miltm  hafl  recourfe  fcK" 
afliftance  to  any  of  the  authors  whofe  names  I  have  men- 
tioned, I  ihall  not  now  be  very  diligent  to  enquire,  for 
I  had  no  particular  pleafure  in  fubverting  the  reputation 
of  Miltm,  which  I  had  myfelf  once  endeavoured  to  cz- 
ai  • ;  and  of  which,  the  foundation  had  always  rem^ed 
untouched 

*  Virontm  mutniDi— Joakkii  Miltonus— Poeta  cekbeni- 
niu— «oa  AogliK  modo,  foil  nstalu,  veram  gtnerit  hamuli  orna- 
ineutiuB— CBJuieziiniiu  liber,  Aaglioiiiu  rerfibui  copfcnptiu,  rulgo 
Pakadiivi  AMiiiui,  immoruli) illud  iagenii  monamentuin,  com 
ipft  fere  Kteroitate  perennarDriim  eft  opui  I— Hajai  memoriam  An- 
{lorniB  primui,  poft  tuitDm,  proh  dolor !  ab  tanti  excelTD  poeta 
inteiTaUani,  flatua  eleganri  in  loco  celebenimoi  cvoobio  WeAmo- 
Bafierienfii  pofitatiegum,  priacipnin,  antiAitQiBj  iUultriumqae  An- 

g1i» 


by  Google 


138  A   LETTER   to   the 

untouched  by  me,  had  not  my  credit  and  my  intcirft 
been  blafted,  or  thought  to  be  blafted,  by  the  fhadc 
which  it  cafl:  from  its  boundlefs  elevation. 

About  ten  years  ago,  I  pubhfhcd  an  edition  of  Dr. 
fobnjion'i  tranflation  of  the  Pfalms,  and  having  pl-ocuroJ 
from  the  general  affembly  t^  die  church  of  Scolla/t^,  4 
recommendation  of  its  ufe  to  the  lower  claflfes  of  gram^r  • 
■^  nwr-fchools,  into  which  I  had  begun  to  introduce  it^ 
though  not  without  much  controverfy  and  oppofirion  j  I 
thought  it  likely  that  I  flwjuld,  by  annual  publications, 
improve  my  littie  fortune,  and  be  enabled  to  fuppurt 
myfelf  in  freedom  iiom  the  miferies  of  indigence.  But 
Mr.  Pope,  in  his  malevolence  to  Mr.  Ba^on,  who  had 
diftinguiihed  himfclf  by  his  fondnels  for  the  fame  ver- 
fion,  deftroyed  aD  my  hopes  by  a  diftich,  in  which  he 
places  Jobnflott  m  a  contemptuous  compatifon  ^th  the 
audiOF  of  Tarodift  Loji  t* 

From 

g&e  viiwam  ecnKierio,  nr  oAitiCaras,  CnlkliBas^Beiilba  pnfif 
cwni  eS. . 

Ptfiartm  SeoliruM  Mit/a  Saer^  in  fr^/aikm,  EJint.  iJigt 
A  charaQer,  n  high  and  hoaoiirabte  >s  CTCr  was  bellowed  upon 
hioi  by  [be  moft  Janguloe  of  his  admtrert  t  and  a*  thli  wu  my  cool 
aAd-  fiitcere  opinion  of  that  wonderfal  nan  formerly,  fo  I  declare  it 
to  be  the  fame  ftill,  and  ever  will  be,  Qotwithftanding  all  appear  • 
ame)  to  the  eontrary,  occafiotwd  merely  bypaSton'and  reJentmenCj 
u^tift  a^ar,  ho«evcr.  hf  the  E^aftfenftt to tl^e  ECay,  to Ke  fatn 
from  ekteitding  to  the  ^Utiitf  c4  Mib*M,  that  I  recommendltd  ia» 
odiy reihaicing  defcendeat,  inthe  wariUeR terms,  to  tfte puSGe. 
t  On  two  Dneqnal  crutehe»  prop'd  hi"  came, 
Milton'* on  tUs,  6b  that  *m  JdhMston's  nUMe. 

Dnndad.    Book  IV. 
*  Btiffin.}    This  Aan  endnvOurcd  to-faiflt  himMf  to  feme,  by 
crMling  monumcDts,  ftrilung  coias,  and  procuring  tranflationt  of 
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From  this  time,  all  my  praifcs  of  Johnjim  became 
ridiculous,  and  I  was  cenfured  with  great  freedom,  foi* 
forcing  upon  the  fchoob,  an  author  whom  Mr.  Pepe 
had  mentioned  only  as  a  foil  to  a  better  poet  On  this 
occalion,  it  was  natural  not  to  be  pleafed,  and  my  re- 
fentment  fecklng  to  difcharge  itfelf  foifie  where,  was 
unhappily  direfted  againft  Mlton.  1  refolded  to  attack 
bis  &me,  and  found  Ibme  parages  in  Curfory  reading, 
wlndi  gave  me  hopes  of  ftigmatifing  Mm  as  a  pl^ary. 
The  ferther  I  carried  my  fcaKh,  the  more  eager  I  greitf 
fix-  the  difeorery,  and  t^  more-my  hypothefis  was  ap- 
pofed;  die  more  I  was  htmcd  mih  rage:  The  confe- 
quence  of  my  Hind  palHon,  I  need  not  relate;  ic  has 
by  your  dcteftton,  become  ai^rartnt  to  mankind.  Not 
do  I  mention  this  provocation  a»  adequate  to  die  fury 
irinch  I  have  ihown,  bat  as  a  caufe  of  anger,  lels  IhamC- 

JUt&M  (  aid  tfterwardi  hj  a  great  paSon  for  jhthv  Jitmfim,  a 
Smi  pliTficiait'i  rerfion  of  the  pfolmi,  of  which  he  pinted  nuui^ 
£ae  edJdoai.    JVofn  tm  tht  Dnnciad. 

No  fewer  thaq  fix  diiereiit  editioni  of  that  nfeful  and  Taloable 
book,  two  in  qoartD,  two  hi  oAavs,  and  two  in  a  lefler  form,  now 
lie  like  lumber  in  the  hand  of  Mr.  fsilUut,  bookfeller,  the  eSeSta 
aTMr.  Ftf*'t  iH-natnred  «riucifm. 

One  of  thele  editioni  in  ijBarto,  illuftrated  with  an  inteipreta- 
tioa  and  notei,  after  the  manner  of  the  claffic  aathoD  t»  w/Kn  Dti- 
fbimi,  wai  by  the  worthy  editor,'  ««»  1741.  infcribed  to  hit  Royal 
Highneft  Prince  Gtargt,  ai  a  proper  book  for  his  inftroAiDn  is 
prindplet  of  piety,  at  well  ai  knowledge  of  the  lo/w  ton^e,  when 
he  flionld  arrire  at  due  maturity  of  age.  To  reSore  thii  book  to 
CRiiit  waa  the  canle  that  induced  me  to  engage  in  thit  difagreeable 
controTCffy,  rather  than  uxy  defi|;a  to  depreciate  the  ja&  repnta- 
doaof  ^iin. 

&1 
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All  and  reproachful  than  fractious  malice,  perlbnal  envy, 
or  national  jealoufy. 

But  for  the  violation  of  truth,  I  offer  no  excufe,  be- 
caufc  I  well  know,  that  nothing  can  excufe  it.  Nor 
vrill  I  aggravate  my  crime,  by  dilingenuous  palliations. 
I.confcia  it,  I  repent  it,  and  refolve,  that  my  firft  of- 
fence ihall  be  my  lalt.  More  I  cannot  perform,  and , 
more  therefore  cannot  be  required.  I  intreac  the  par- 
don c^  all  men,  whom  I  have  by  any  means  induced 
to  liipport,  to  countenance,  or  pacronife  my  frauds,  of 
irtiich  I  dunk  myfelf  obliged  to  declare,  that  not  one 
t£  my  fiiends  ytas  confcious.  I  hope  to  deferve,  by 
better  conduct  and  more  ufeful  undertakings,  that  pa- 
tronage which  I  have  obtwied  from  the  moft  illuflrious 
and  venerable  names  by  milreprefentation  and  delulion, 
and  to  appear  hereafter  in  fuch  a  character,  as  Ihatl 
gjvc  you  no  realbn  to  regret  that  your  name  is  frc-, 
^ndy  meotioaed  mth  that  at^ 

Reverend  Sir, 

Dtt  10,  1750.  ^ojor  mfi  bumiU/ervmt, 

WILLIAM  LAUQER. 
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TfsTiHOHtEa  coHeeming  Mr.  LAUDER. 

Et^^.  May  22,  1734. 

TH  E  S  fi  art  certifying,  that  Mr.  tVUluim  Lauder 
paft  his  courfe  at  this  univerfitf,  to  the  generai 
fedsfaftion  of  thefc  mafters,  under  whom  he  ftudipd. 
That  he  has  applied  himfelf  particularly  to  the  ftudy  of 
humanit7  *  ever  finde.  That  for  feveral  years  paft,  ht 
lias  taught  with  fucceis,  ftudents  in  the  Humanity  ClaJs,  ' 
who  were  recommended  to  him  by  the  profeffor  thereof. 
And  laftly,  has  taught  that  clafs  itfelf,  during  the  indif- 
pofition>  and  fince  the  death  of  its  late  profeflbr :  and 
therefore  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  fit  perfon  to  teach  Hu- 
manity in  any  fchool  or  college  whatever.. 

J.  Gmdie,  S.  S.  T.  P. 

Mait.  Craufurd^  S.  S.  T.  6?  Hift.  Ec. 
Pr.  Reg. 

H^illim  Scott,  P.  P. 

Robert  Stuart,  Ph.  Nat.  Pr. 

Col.  Ih-ummmd,  L.  G.  tf  P.  Pr. 

Cel.  Mat.  Laurm,  Math.  P.  Edio. 

-ff.  Bapie,  J.  P. 
,  Charles  Mach^,  Hift.  P. 

j47m.  Morre,  Anat.  P. 

PTtUiam  Daw/on,  L.  H.  P. 

*  Stt  ttie  lath  wn^e'u  called  in  SeviUmd,  horn  the  Latin  pbnte, 
tLf^f  iMmMimm  littrmnm,  th«  cUfi  or  form  where  that  lugntge 
is  taught. 

^  LST- 
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A  l.\-rTZ%frm  the  ReOtraidMr.  Patrick  Cunufg^-  ont 
of  the  Mmjiers  tf  Edinburgh,  md  R^us  Pro/e^  of 
Churcb  imhrj  in  ^e  Unhirfity  tbertt  to  the  Reoerend 
Mr,  Bl^i  Relior  ef  the  GrammarSthoelat  Dundee. 

UP O N  a  public  advertUcment. in  Ae  ncws-papcns, 
of  the  vacancy  of  a  matter's  place  in  your  fchool, 
Mr.  WiUiam  Lauder,  a  friend  of  mine,  propofes  to  fet 
up  for  a  candidate,  and  goes  Over  for  that  purpofe.  He 
has  long  taught  the  Latin  with  great  approbaticm  in  this 
place,  and  ^ven  flich  proofs  of  his  ms&srf  in  that  1^^ 
guage>  that  the  beft  judges  do  upon  all  occafioos  re- 
commend him  as  one  who  is  quaB^ed  in  the  befl;  man- 
ner. He  has  taught  young  boys  and  young  gentlemen, 
mth  great  fuccefsi  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of  any  complaint 
ofhim  from  either  parents  or  children.  I  b^  leave  tt> 
recommend  him  to  you  as  my  friend ;  what  fiiendlhip 
you  (how  him,  I  will  look  »:pon  as  a  very  great  a£l  of 
friendfhip  to  ine,  of  which  he  and  I  will  retain  the  molt 
grateful  fenfe,  jf  he  is  fo  happy  as  to  be  preferred.  I 
peHbadc  myfelf,  you  will  find  him  ready  at  all  dmes  to 
be  ad\ifed  by  you,  as  I  have  found  him.  LnJeed  if 
jufiice  bad  hem  dene  htm,  be  Jboidd  long  ago  bepvt  been  ad- 
vanced for  bis  merit.  1  ever  am, 
.  D.  B. 

Tour  mojf  aJiSienate, 
SJia.  Ntti.13,  174s.  Humble  Jeroanft 

PATRICK  CUMING. 
A  Let- 
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A  Letter  from  Mr.  Mac-l^urin,  late  Profejor  of  Ma- 
ibmatieki  m  ffie  IMverfity  ef  Edinbut^^  to  ibe  Rev. 
^^.  Gcfffge  BlaiT}  ReSior  of  the  Grmmar-Sekefl  «f 
Dundee. 

SIR, 

THOUGH  unacquainted,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
giving  you  this  trouble,  from  the  defire  I  have  al- 
ways had  to  fee  Mr.  Lauder  provided  in  a  manner  fuited 
to  his  talent.  X  know  him  to  hare  made  uncommon 
progress  in  clafllcal  teaming,  to, have  taught  it  inth  fuc- 
cefs,  and  never  heard  there  could  be  any  complaint 
againft  his  method  of  teaching.  I  am,  indeed,  a  Itranger 
to  the  reafons  of  his  want  of  fucccfi  on  former  occa- 
fions,  Byt  after  convcrfing  with  him,  I  have  ground 
TQ  hcj«,  that  he  wiH  be  always  advifed  by  you,  for 
whom  he  proftfles  great  eftccm,  and  will  be  uiefid  un- 
der you.    I  agi, 

S  I  Ri 
CJHyf^^Ediiilwrgh,         Tour  mofi  ohe£etii 

&9.  30.   174a. 

Mmi^Ie  fervaitt 
COLIN  MACLAURIN^ 

AL.^^Tli%frmJh*Mth^n'^oftbfV■s^l^R.%At.'HnT.Q^Y■ 
to  Mr.  Lauder. 

ZMnuJSir,  Landim,  Jiugufi  l2,  1741. 

WH  E  N  we  fo  gladly  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
reviving  the  memory  and  merit  of  your  incom- 
parable Jobt^m,  in  the  firft  volume  of  our  JJmxerJd 

Htfiory^ 
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Htfteryj  our  chief  aim  was  to  excite  feme  generous  Me- 
cettos  to  favour  the  world  with  a  new  edidon  of  a  pociti 
which  we  had  long  fince  beheld  with  no  fmal!  concern, 
buried,  as  it  were,  by  fome  Unaccountable  fatality,  into 
an  almofl:  total  oblivion;  whiUl  others  of  that  kind, 
none  of  them  fuperior,  many  vaiUy  inferior  to  it,  rode, 
unjuftly,  as  we  thought,  triumphant  over  his  filent  grave. 
And  it  is  with  great  fatisfaftion  that  we  have  feen  our 
endeavours  fo  happily  crowned  in  the  edition  you  foon 
after  gave  of  it  at  Edinburgh^  in  your  learned  and  judi- 
cious vindication  of  your  excellent  author,  and  more 
particularly  by  the  juft  deference  which  your  learned 
.and  pious  convocadon  has  been  plcafed  to  pay  to  that 
admirdble  verjion. 

We  have  had  fince  then,  rfie  pleafure  to  fee  yoiir 
worthy  example  folbwed  here,  in  the  fcveral  beautiful 
-editions  of  die  honourable  Mx.  AMdstxx  Ben/on^  with  his 
crirical  notes  upon  the  work. 

It  was,  indeed,  the  fartheft  from  our  thoughts,  td  en- 
ter into  the  merit  of  the  controverfy  between  your  two 
great  poets,  Jobnfion  and  Buchanan ;  neidier  were  wc-  fo 
fardalto  either  as  n6t  to  fee,  that  each  had  their  ftiades 
as  well  as  li^ts  j  i<&  that,  tf  the  latter  has  been  more 
happy  in  the  choice  and  variety  of  his  metre,  it  is  as 
plain,  that  he  has  given  his  poetic  genius  fuch  an  oo- 
limited  fcope,  as  has  in  many  cafes  quite  disfigured  the 
peculiar  and  inimitable  beauty,  fimplicity,,  and  energy 
of  the  original,  which  the  former,  by  a  more  clcffe  and 
judicious  verfion,  has  conftandy,  and  furprifmgly  dif- 
played.  Something  like  diis  we  ventured  to  hint  in 
our  note  upon  thefc  tv.o  noble  verlions ;  to  have  fad 

more 
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more,  would  have  been  inconliftent  vrith  our  defigned 
tarvity. 

We  have  tikewile  fuice  feen  what  your  opponent  has 
wm  in  pmfe  of  the  one,  and  derogation  of  the  other, 
and  think  you  have  fuHiciently  confuted  him,  and  with 
-  rc^ieft  to  us,  he  has  been  fo  far  fixjm  giving  us  any 
cauie  to  retraf);  what  we  had  f<»Tnerly  fiud,  that  it  has 
adminiftered  an  occafion  to  us  of  vindicating  it,  as  we 
have  lately  done  by  fome  critical  notes  on  your  excel- 
lent Jt^fton,  which  we  communicated  foon  after  to 
Mr.  A,  B,  who  was  pleafed  to  give  them  a  place  tn  his 
laft  edition  of  him,  and  which  we  doubt  not  you  have 
ften  long  ago.  How  they  have  been  relifhed  among 
you  we  know  not,  but  with  us  they  have  been  thought 
fufficicnt  to  prove  what  we  have  advanced,  as  well  as  to  , 
dire£t  the  attentive  reader  to  difcover  new  inftahccs  of  ■ 
your  author's  exaiElnefs  and  elegance,  in  every  page,  if 
not  almoft  in  every  line. 

We  gratefully  accept  of  the  books,  and  kind  com- 
pliments you  were  pleafed  to  tranfniit  to  us  by  Mr. 
StrahoH,  and  had  long  fince  returned  you  our  thanks, 
but  for  the  many  avocations  which  the  great  work  you 
know  us  to  be  engaged  in  doth  of  neceflity  bring  upon 
us ;  obliging  us,  or  fome  at  leaft  of  our  fociety,  to 
make  from  dme  to  time  an  excurfion  to  one  or  other 
of  our  two  learned  univerfities,  and  confulting  them 
up<m  the  beft  method  of  carrying  on  this  work  to  the 
greateH.  advantage  to  the  public.  This  has  been  fome 
confiderable  part  of  our  emptoyment  for  thefe  twelve 
nHHiths  paft  J  and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  we  have, 
with  their  afliftance  and  approbation,  made  fuch  confi- 
L  derable 
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dur^Ue  innproveinems  on  inir  originil  plan,  as  viU 
fcarcdy  fail  of  being  accqitable  to  the  learned  wtnid. 
They  Vill  Ihortly  appear  in  print,  to  convince  die  world 
•tihat  we  have  not  been  icfie,  though- this  fixth  v<^umets 
like  to  appear  tbmewhac  later  in  the  year  than  was  ufual 
wffh  our  former  ones.  Wc  AaU  Cake  the  liberty  to 
tranfim  fome  copies  of  our  new  plan  to  you  as  fowl  as 
they  ait  printed.  AB  wehave  lefttovnih,  with  idped 
to  your  excdknc  countryman  and  his  veifim  is,  that  it 
may  always  meet  with  fudi  powerfiil  and  impartial  advo- 
cates, and  that  it  may*  be  as  much  efteeraed  by  all  candid 
judges,  as  it  is  by, 

Usmei  SIR, 

Tetirjhuere  WtU-imJhers  md  bun^k  Semantt, 

Ths  Authors  vf  the  Univeifel  HiAcrf. 

A  Letter,  from  the  teamed  Mr.  Robert  Ainsworts, 
Author  of  the  Latin  and  EngUfii  Diiheimy,  tt  Mr. 
Lauder, 

t4amed  atid  worthy  SIR, 
TPHESE  wait  on  you  to  thank  you  for  the  faaibur  - 
-^  you  have  done  a  perfon,  equally  unknown  as  un- 
•deferving,  in  your  valuaWe  prefent,  wluch  I  did  not  re- 
ceive till  feveral  weeks  after  it  was  fcnt:  and  fince  I 
received  it,  my  eyes  have  been  fb  bad,  and  my  hand  £> 
iinftable,  that  I  have  been  forced  'to  defer  my  duty,  as 
defirous  to  thank  you  with  my  own  hand.    I  oot^gntsi* 

latt. 
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hte  K)  your  nation  the  juft  honour  afcribed  to  it  by  its 
neighbours  and  more  diftant  countries,  in  having  bred 
two  fuch  excellent  poets  as  your  Btubanan  and  Jobnfimy 
whom  to  name  is  to  commend  j  but  am  ^concerned  for 
their  honour  at  home,  who  being  committed  together, 
feem  to  mo  both  to  fu^r  a  diminution,  whilft  juftice  is 
done  to  neither.  But  at  the  fame  time  I  highly  approve 
your  nation's  piety  in  bringing  into  your  fchools  (acred 
inftead  of  profane  poefy,  and  heartily  wilh  that  ours,  and 
all  Chriftian  governments,  would  follow  your  example 
herein.  If  a  mixture  of  vtile  dulci  be  die  beft  compofi- 
Oon  in  poetry,  (which  is  too  evident  to  need  the  judg- 
ment of  the  nicell  cridc  in  the  art)  fiirely  the  utile  fo 
tranfcendently  excels  in  die  facred  hymns,  that  a  Chrif- 
tian muft  deny  his  name  that  doth  not  aduiowledge  it : 
and  if  die  didce  feem  not  equally  to  excel,  it  muft  be  from 
a  viriated  tafte  of  thofe  who  read  them  in  the  original, 
and  in  others  at  fecond-hand  frOm  trandations.  For  the 
manner  of  wjiting  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  are  widely 
diihuic,  and  which  to  a  paraphraft  muft  render  his  taflc 
exceeding  difficult,  as  requiring  a  perfefl:  knowledge  in 
two  languj^es,  wherein  the  idioms  and  graces  of  fpeech, 
caufed  by  the  diverfity  of  their  religion,  laws,  cuftoms, 
fc?c.  are  as  remote  as  the  inhabitants,  wherein  notwith- 
ftanding  your  poets  have  fucceeded  to  admiration. 

Your  main  conteft  feems  to  me,  irfien  flript  of  per- 
fons,  whether  the  eafyor&blime  in  poefy  be  preferaWei 

if  fo, 

JVm  9^s  ffi  mfira  tmtam  ccmp«nere  litem : 

L  s  Qor 
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nor  think  I  it  in  your  cafe  material  to  be  decided.  Both 
thcfe  have  their  particular  excellencies  and  graces,  and 
youth  ought  to  be  taught  wherein  (which  the  matter 
ought  chiefiy  to  determine)  the  one  hath  place,  and 
where  the  other.  Now  fince  the  hynrma  of  X>avidt 
Mefesj  and  other  divine  poets  intermixt  with  them,  (in- 
finitely  excelling  thofe  of  CalUmacbus,  jBc^eust  Soppho, 
jlnacrem^  and  all  others)  abound  in  both  dttfe  wtues, 
and  both  your  poets  are  acknowledged  to  be  very  hi^»py 
in  paraphrafmg  them,  it  is  my  opinion  both  of  them, 
without  giving  the  leaft  preference  u  either,  fliould  be 
read  alternately  in  your  fchools,  as  die  tutor  fhall  dire&. 
Pardon,  learned  Sir,  this  fcribble  to  my  age  and  weak- 
ne&,  both  which  are  very  great,  and  command  me 
wherein  I  may  ferve  you,  as, 

Lemtei  SIR^ 

Torn-  obliged,  tbankfidt  and  ehdient  Servanty 

Sfttolfelds,  Stpt.  I74f.  Robert  Aihsworth. 

A  Letter  from  the  Authors  of  tbt  Univerfal  Hiftory  to 
Mr.  Auditor  Benson. 

SIR, 

IT  is  with  no  fmall  pleajure  that  we  fee  Dr.  "Jobnfion's 
tranflation  of  the  P^ms  revived  in  fo  elegant  a 
manner,  and  adorned  with  fuch  a  juft  and  learned  dif- 
play  of  its  inimitable  beauties.  As  we  flatter  ourfelves 
that  the  charafter  we  gave  it  in  our  firft  volume  of  the 
Uiiiverjal  Hi^ory,  did  in  fome  meafure  contribute  to  it. 
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yK  hope,  that  in  juftice  to  that  great  poet,  you  will  per- 
mit us  to  caft  the  following  mites  into  your  treafury  of 
crUical  notts  on  his  noble  veriion.  We  always  thought 
the  pahn  by  far  this  author's  due,  as  upon  many  other 
accounts,  fo  efpecially  for  two  excellencies  hitherw  not 
taken  notice  of  by  any  critic,  that  we  know  of,  and  - 
which  we  beg  leave  to  tranfmit  to  you,  and  if  you  think 
fit,  by  you  to  the  public,  in  the  following  obfervations. 

ff^e  ieg  leave  tojithfcribe  eurfelves, 

SIR,  &?<:. 

The  Authors  of  the  Universal  History. 

J>r.  Ifaac  Watts,  X>.  D.  in  bis  late  Book,  entitled.  The 
Improvement  of  the  Mind,  Land.  17411^.114. 

UPON  the  whole  furvey  of  things,  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  for  almoft  all  boys  who  learn  this  tongue^  [the 
Zatin]  it  would  be  much  fafer  to  be  taught  Latin  poe/y 
(as  foon,  and  as  far  as  they  can  need  it)  from  chofe  ex- 
ceUent  tranflations  of  David's  P/alms,  which  are  given  us 
by  Bufbanan  in  the  various  meafures  of  Horace ;  and  the 
Iffwer  clajfes  had  better  read  Dr.  Jobnftm's  trandation  of 
thofe  Pfalms,  another  elegant  writer  of  the  Scots  nation, 
jnftcad  of  Ovid's  Epi^fes ;  for  he  has  turned  the  fame 
Pfalms,  perhaps  with  greater  elegancy,  into  elegiac 
verfe,  whereof  the  learned  fF.  Benfan,  Efqs  has  lately 
publiihed  a  new  edition ;  and  I  hear  that  thefe  Pfalms 
are  honom^d  with  an  increafing  ufe  in  the  fchools  of 
Heiland  and  Scotland.  A  danza,  or  a  couplet  of  thpfe 
L  3  writer* 
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writers  would  now  and  then  Itlck  upon  the  minds  of 
yourfi,  and  would  fiirnifh  them  infinitely  better  with 
pious  and  mcral  thoughts,  and  do  fomething  towards 
making  them  good  men  and  phriflians. 

^A£t  <^the  Commiffien  of  the  General  AJjmblj  of  the  Kirk 
^Scotland,  recommending  i>.' Arthur  Jcdinfton'j  iMin 
Para^rafe  tf  the  Pjalm  ^  David,  ^c. 
^/ilf  Edinburgh,  13/Afl/"  November,  1740.  poft  meridiem. 

A  Petition  having  been  prefented  to  the  late  General 
Affembly,  by  Mr.  Wiliiam  Lauder,  "Teacher  of  Hu- 
manity in  Edinburgh,  craving.  That  Dr.  jlrlhur  yafor- 
ftm'^  Latin  Paraphrafe  on  the  Pfalms  of  David,  and  Mr. 
Robert  B(^d  of  Trechrig  his  Hecatcmbe  Cbriftiana,  may 
be  recommended  to  be  tai^t  in  aU  grammar-fchools  j 
and  the  aflemWy  having  appointed  a  committee  of  their 
number  to  take  the  defire  of  the  forefaid  petition  into 
their  confideration,  and  report  to  the  Commiffion :  the 
fsud  committee  offered  their  opinion,  that  the  Commiffion 
Ihould  grant  the  defire  of  the  faid  petition,  and  recom- 
mend the  faid  Dr.  Johnftcn's  Paraphrafe  to  be  taught  in 
the  lower  clalles  of  the  fchools,  and  Mr.  George  Buchanan's 
Paraphrafe  on  the  Plalms,  together  with  Mr,  Robert 
Boyd  of  Trocbrig'i  Hecatcmbe  Chrijiiana  in  the  higher 
clafles  of  fchools,  and  Humanity-claffes  in  univerfiries. 
The  Commifllon  having  heard  the  laid  report,  unani- 
moufly  approved  thereof,  and  did,  and  hereby  do  re- 
commend accordingly.    Extraded  by 

William  Grant,*  CI.  Eel.  Sc. 
*  .Thii  htinaurable  gentleinaD  is  ow  bli  Majefty's  Advocate  lor 

2  .         A  Lettpr 
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A  Litter  j^aw  the  Uanud  Ji^.  Abraham  Gronovius,. 
Secretary  to  the  Umverfily  of  Leyden,  to  Mr.  Laudcfj 
f  the  Adamus  Exful  cf  Grotius. 


Qorii^  Vtrot  IVUbelmo  Laudera,  Abrabamus  GrotKviu/,- 
'  S.  P.  D. 

TjOftquam  bins  litera;  tua;  ad  me  perlatar  fticront, 
■*  duas  edkiones  carminum  H.  Grotit,  viii  verc  fummi, 
otcufll  i  verQm  ab  uti^ue  tragcediam,  qirara  Aditmna 
JSxfuiem  infcripfit  a  rdn,  abefle  deprehendij  neque  utium 
q'ufdem  exemplar,  quamvis  tres  t  edidones  exftare  ad- 
nocaveram,  ullibi  offendere  potui,  adeo  ut  fpe,  quam 
vOT^am  defiderio  tuo  fatisfaciendi,  me  prorfus  cXcidilft  , 
exiflimarem. 

Verum  nuperrime  forte  contigit,  ut  primam-  Tragxdi4i 
Grotiana  editionem,  Haga^  An.  1601.  publicatam,  bene-, 
ficio  amiciffimi  mihi  viri  naftus  fuerim,  gufqiie  decetn, 
priores  paginas,  quibus  pneter  chorum  aftus  primus 
comprehencUtur,  a  Jacobo  meo,  optimas  fpei  adotefcetite, 
tranfcriptas  nunc  ad  te  micto.  Vale  vir  do^flime, 
meque  ut  facis  amare  perge.  Dabam  Lugd.  Bat.  A.  D. 
IV.  Hid.  Sept.  A.  D.  mdccxlvi. 

f  Thoogh  Graiuviui  here  mentioni  only  three  edition  of  thli 
noble  and  cariooa  performmnce,  the  AJamiu  Ex/mI  of  Orttiiu  ;  jet 
it  tppetn  from  the  catalogae of  hii  works,  thst  no  fener  than  four 
kave  been  printed,  two  in  quarto,  and  two  in  ofUro,  in  the  jreii* 
1601,  160S,  and  163$!  two  having  been  made,  on*  in  qoano,, 
t)K  Other  in  oftavo*  Jm*  1601. 

L  4  A  Second 
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ASecmd  Letter  frem  fbtfame  Gentleman  to  Mr.  Lauder, 
en  the  fame  SuhjeH. 

ClarijSme  atque  Erudttiffime  Fir  ! 

POftcaquam  tandem  Jacobus  mnis  rcfiduam  partem, 
quam  deCderabas,  Tragadia  Groliana  tranfcripferat, 
ut  ei  diudus  carercs,  committere  nolui :  quod  uitcm 
cidus  iUam  ad  finem  perducere  non  potuerit,  obftiterunt 
vari£  occupadoncs,  quibus  dilbiftus  fiik.  Nam  pneter 
fcholalHca  ftudia,  quibus  fb-enue  incubuit,  ipfi  compo- 
nenda  erat  orado,  qua  rudimenta  lingux  Ghecx  Lad' 
na^ue  deponeret,  eamque,  quod  vehementcr  Ixtor, 
venuftc,  &  quidem  ftilo  ligato>  compofuit,  &  in  magna 
auditonim  corona  pronuntiavic  Quod  autem  ad  exem- 
plar ipfum,  quo  yidtmus  Exjul  comprehenditur,  fpeftat, 
id  lubens,  fi  meum  foret,  ad  te  perferri  curarcm,  verum 
illud  a  clarilTimo  poiTcHbre  tand  selHmatur,  ut  perfuafum 
habeam  me  iftud  minime  ab  ipfo  impctracurum  :  &  fane 
facra  carmina  Grotii  adeo  raro  obvia  funtj  ut  eorundem 
exemplar  apud  ipfos  remonftrantium  ecclcfiaftas  fruftra 
quffifiverim. 

Opus  ipfum  inlcriptum  eft  Henrico  Borbonio, 
pRiNciPi  CoND^Of  &  forma  libri  eft  in  quarto,  ut 
niillo  paifto  Uteris  includi  polfit,  Ceterum,  pro  fplendi- 
difTima  &  Magnte  Britannia:  principe,  cui  meritS  dicata 
eft,  digna  edidone  Pfalmorum,  ex  verfionc  metrica  ww- 
mum  ferl  pei'tanm  prmc^  J ONS  TO  NI  maximas  tibi 
grates  habct  agitque  Jacobus.  Utinam  illuftriflimus 
.  Benfonus  in  uftim  fereniffimi  principis,  atqiie  ingeniorum 
in  altiofa  furgenrium,    eadem  forma,    iifdemque   typis 

.  exarari 
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cxarari  juberet  divinos  illos  Ciceronis  de  Officiis  libros, 
dignos  fane,  quos  diurtia  nofhimaque  manu  veriarec 
princq>Si  a  quo  aliquando  Britannici  regni  majeltas  & 
populi  fahis  pcndebunt !  Interim  dbi]  emditiHime  vir, 
atque  etiam  polltifTimo  D.  Caveo,  pro  muneribus  lite- 
ranis,  qux  per  nobilifllinum  Lawjomum  *  ad  me  curaftis, 
magno  opere  me  obftrifhim  agnofco,  eademque  fumma 
cum  voluptate  a  me  perlefta  funt. 

.Filius  meus  te  plurimum  ^utat. 

Vale  doftiOime  vir,  meilque  verbis  D.  Caveum  faluta, 
atque  amare  perge, 

Tuum, 


Maj«,A.D.«Dccxtvii.        Abrahamum  Gronoviom. 


*  The  perlbn  here  meant  wat  the  learned  and  worthy  Dr.  I/aat 
Lafvtfin,  late  phyfician  to  the  Englifi  army  in  Tlanden ;  by  whom 
Mr.  Grtmtvius  did  me  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  me  two  or  three 
a£b  of  (he  Jdammt  SxflJ  of  Gntimjf  tranfcribed  by  hi*  fen  Mr. 
Jtmii.  The  troth  of  this  pardcular  confilU  perfcflly  well  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Doa<9'a  brother,  Jabn  Ltew/an,  Efq;  coonrdlor 
at  law  ;  who  alfo  bad  the  fame  thing  lately  confirmed  to  him  hy 
Mr.  GrvMviia  himfelf  in  HtUanJ. 
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AND  now  my  charafter  is  placed  abort  aH  fo^icitm 
of  fraud  by  axithentk  documents,  I  will  make 
bM  at  laft  to  puU  off  the  mafk,  and  dechur  ftncerely 
the  true  modve  that  induced  me  to  interpolate  a  few 
lines  into  fome  of  the  authors  quoted  by  me  in  my  Eflay 
on  MUtoHj  which  was  this :  Knowing  the  prepo/Tefliort 
in  favour  o(  ^^Iton,  how  deeply  it  was  rooted  in  many, 
I  was  willing  to  make  trial,  if  the  partial  admirers  of 
that  author  would  admit  a  tranflation  of  his  own  words 
to  pafs  for  his  fenle,  or  exhibit  his  meaning;  which  I 
thought  they  would  not :  nor  WW  I  miftaken  in  my 
conje<Sure,  forafmuch  as  feveral  gentlemen,  feemingly 
pcrfons  of  judgment  'and  leamii:^  allured  me>  they 
humbly  conceiyed  I  had  not  proved  my  peine,  and  liiac 
JiSktH  might  have  written  as  be  has  done,  fuppofmg  he 
he  had  never  feen  thefe  authors,  or  they  had  never 
exifted.  Such  is  the  force  of  prejudice  1  This  exadly 
confirms  the  judicious  d>fervation  (:rf"the  excellent  mora- 
lilt  and  poet: 

Pravo  favore  lahi  mortales  folent. 
El  fro  jttScio  dum  fiani  errms  Jui^ 
Ad  panitendmn  rebut  mamfejtis  agf. 
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For  had  I  defigned  (as  the  vindicator  ofMltm  liippofes) 
to  impofe  a  trick  on  the  public,  and  procure  credit  to 
myafiertionsbyanimpofture,  I  would  never  have  drawn 
lines  from  Hog'%  tranflacon  otAdUtWt  a  bode  commcHi 
at  every  falci  I  had  almoft  faid  at  every  ilall,  nor  afciibed 
-  them  to  authors  To  eafily  attained :  I  would  have  gone 
anodier  way  to  work,  by  tranflating  forty  or  fifty  lines, 
and  afligning  them  to  an  author,  whofe  works  polHbly 
migju  not  be  found  ull  the  world  expire  at  the  general 
cimflagradon.  My  impofing  therefore  on  the  public  in 
general,  inftead  of  a  few  obilinate  perfons  (for  whofe 
fake  alone  the  ftratagem  was  defigned)  b  the  only  thing 
culpable  in  mycondu<ft,  for  which  ^;^n  I  moft  humbly 
afk  pardon :  and  that  diis,  and  this  only  was,  as  no 
other  could  be,  my  deftgn,  no  one  I  think  can  doubt^ 
frran  the  account  I  have  juft  now  given;  and  whether 
that  was  fo  ciimiaal,  as  it  has  been  reprelented,  I  ftiall 
leave  every  impartial  mind  to  denrmine. 
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A  new  Method  of  Stating  and  Explaining  the 
Scripture  Chronology, upon  Mofaic  Aftro- 
nomical  Principles,  Mediums,  and  Data,  as  laid 
down  in  the  Pentateuch.  By  John  Ken- 
nedy, Rc£tor  of  Bradley  in-  the  County  of 
Derby.    Firft  puWiihed  1752. 

THE  importance  of  the  point,  the  fettling  of  which 
is  the  attempt  of  the  following  flieets,  fiilly  appears* 
from  its  having  employed  the  refearches  and  pens  of  the 
moft  learned  and  inquifitive  in  all  ages  j  and  the  diffieid- 
ties,  with  which  its  determination  is  attended,  are  no  lefs 
apparent,  from  all  human  calculadons  having  been 
hitherto  devoid  of  agreement,  and  their  endeavours  un- 
able to  bring  it  tt>  any  precife  regulation.  To  afcertain 
then  a  branch  of  fcience  no  lefs  difficult  than  ufefiU 
to  be  adjufted,  may  be  thought  well  to  cl^m  the  divine 
interpofmon. 

—  '    ■  ■  Deas  interfit.—^—Dipnis  vindtce  Nodm 

Inddit.—  '    •  ■ 


■  Ascribed  to  Dr.  Johnfoa  on  the  antkoriiy  of  Hawkins**  lite 
af.  JohttfoD.    E. 

I  therefore 
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I  therefore  prefeot  the  reader  with  a  fyftem  of  chro- 
nology built  upon  Mofaie  principles  and  data ;  and  do 
requeft  of  him  to  tay^aftde,  for  a  while,  all  preconnp- 
tions  of  difficulties  and  objcftions,  till  he  has  viewed  my 
whole  fcheme,  and  confidered  it  in  all  its  parts. 

It  has  feWom  or  never  happened,  that  a  fcheme  of 
any  kind  has  been  brought  to  perfedion  in  the  firft  at- 
tempt. But  here  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the 
fcheme  of  genuine  facred  chronolc^,  is  of  too  refined 
and  deUcate  a  nature  to  admit  of  any  mean ;  and  die 
proof  of  it,  like  the  fource  and  fountain  from  whence  it 
was  derived,  muft  be  pafeS  in  its  origin. 

My  calculations,  founded  on  the  terms,  principles  and 
data  of  the  Pentateucb^  lay  a  claim  to  a  juft  exadneis  j 
and  fhould  they,  upon  a  due  examination,  be  found 
Mahle  to  produce  erroneous  conclufions  in  Sun  and  Moon 
aftronomy>  they  emmot  he  Mofaic,  and  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge myfelf  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  very  high  mijnomert 
in  giving  them  fuch  a  facred  appellation.  And  therefore 
the  conviftion  of  a  Jingle  error  in  time.,  from  the  creation 
to  diis  day,  which,  upon  nptice  pven,  cannot  be  cor- 
reded  upon  the  principles  laid  down,  muft  be  admitted 
as  a  confutation  of  this  whole  performance,  and  there 
will  be  no  plea  left,  but  only, 

§luod  Ji  nm  tetmt  magnis  tamen  excidit  aufts. 

The  more  immediate  view  of  this  work  is  to  evince, 
amongft  others,  the  following  propofitions,  which  were 
drawn  up  by  me  nearly  in  the  fame  form,  and  publilhed 
fomc  ume  ago,  when  feveral  fubfcriptions  were  taken  in 

upon 
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upon  them  j  snd  fony  I  am  thic  I  could  not  diTchirge 
my  obligations  fiwner  to  dioie,  who  were  fo  kind  as  to 
encoor^  my  defign,  which  I  certaiiJy  would  have 
done,  had  I  not  in  this  intoval  met  with  many  uncxpeftcd 
interruptions. 

I.  The  original  pofiaon  of  die  two  great  luminaries, 
the  Sun  and  Moon,  with  refpeft  to  Ac  Earth,  on  th<j 
fourdi  of  the  Hexaemeron,  deduced  from  the  firft  chap- 
ter (tf  Gtm^,  and  afcettained  in  the  L«vitical  law, 
by  Me/is,  when  he  enjoins  the  obfervarion  of  the  feaft 
of  the  In-gathering  on  the  15th  day  of  the  mwith,  in 
the  revolution,  /.  e.  end  of  the  year :  here  the  number 
15  (which  is  the  Scripture  fi^-moon  day,  and  was 
ks  qu^ty  on  the  4th  of  the  Hexaemeron)  does  redly 
and  in  fa£t,  with  a  true  aftronomical  cxa&ncfs,  ex- 
prefs  the  diftance  of  the  MbJok  carding,  i.  e.  autumnal 
squino^tial  point,  from  die  evenuig  of  the  Moon's 
Tifil»lity,  ■■■    '-^-  A 

O 

O 

05- 

II.  An  aibonomical  determination  On  what  day  of  the 
week  was  the  4th  of  the  Hexaemeron,  cc^efted  and 
ftated  from  the  Mofaic  terms  of  computadon,  viz.  d^s, 
vieeks,  anA  years  {  beginning  his  account  of  time,  and  his 
chronolt^,  from  a  cardinal  point  of  the  heavens,  viz. 
the  autumnal  icquinox ;  and  from  a  cardinal  point  of 
the  day,  viz.  noon,  with  refpeft  to  the  Mftjck  meridian, 
irfuch  is  geograpliically  defcribed.  Gen.  ch.  2.  ver.  io.i^t. 

III.  Mo/a 
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III.  Mefes  meafures  the  lives  c^  tlie  patriarchs  hf  de 
cDurfe  of  the  Sun,  or  tn^ic^  Iblar  years ;  and  records 
all  hiftoricaJ  tranfadions  and  events  by  the  months  and 
days  of  the  Uinar  year,  computed  from  new  Moon  (<  )  - 
to  new  Moon  (  (  ). 

IV.  In  confequcnce  of  the  preceding  propolidcm,  ic    ■ 
will  i^pear  from  Gtn.  \.  14.  and  Mofes'&  account  of  the 
deluge,  that  Nook  was  in  the  ark,  p^t  of  two  dlftii^ 
£dar,  and  part  of  two  difldn&  lunar,  ytia%. 

N.  B.  (ift)  The  two  diftinft  &A3tr  years  are  exprefibd 
by  die  numb^  600  and  601.  Gn.  ck  vii.  ver.  1 1.  and 
«&.  TJii.  ver.  13. 

The  two  diflin&  lunar  yean  are  thTis  pcnnced  out : 
IMk  entered  into  the  aiic,  Gm.  cb.  viL  ver.  11.  on  the 
17th  day  of  the  ad  ttiondi  of  that  hmar  year,  which 
was  concuimt  inth  die  folar  year  of  his  hfe  600  (  and 
Jie  received  ihe  ^vine  command  to  come  out  of  the  ark, 
GeiL  eh.  viu.  vir,  14,  15,  on  the  27th  day  of  the  id 
memhofthathmar  year,  which  was  ooncurrent  widi  the 
lUar  year  of  his  Hie,  601. 

(adly)  In  die  year  of  Noah  600,  in  which  die  deloge 
began  and  ended,  there  was  a  co-incidenee.  of  the  lunar 
year  with  die  felar,  the  epa&  at  the  ccmchifion  of  thmt 
year  bring  11,  and  is  plwnly  deducible  from  the  Mo^c 
account,  according  to  the  Hebrew  text. 

(jdly)  The  Afg/^nc  hiitorical  narration  of  the  circum- 
ftancesj.procefs  and  cortchifion  of  the  deluge,  b  excremdy 
ciH-ious,  and  will  be  found  to  be  the  key,  whereby  we 
jnayopen  many,  if  not  moft,  of  the  fecrctsof  die  fcrip- 
ture  compucanon,  as,  (i)  not  only  the  number  of  days 
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in  a  month,  but  alio  the  manner  of  computing  and 
adjufling  the  months,  both  of  the  folar  and  of  the  lunar 
year.  (2)  The  quality  of  the  Moon  which  conftitutcs 
die  head  or  beginning  of  the  lunar  year.  (3)  The 
primitive  and  true  aflronomical  ]av>  of  connc6ing  the 
lunar  years  with  the  folar. 

V.  It  will  appear  from  the  Calendar  of  the  year  of 
Noab  600,  when  rightly  collefted  from  the  Mopic  nar- 
ration, that  the  feveral  charafters,  by  which  any  given 
fcripture  year  is  diftinguifhed,frora  another,  are,  the  day 
of  the  month,  the  day  of  the  week,  and  the  cardinal 
point  of  the  day  in  which  the  Sun  crofles  the  Mojmt 
cardinal  point  of  the  heavens :  from  hence  It  comes  to 
pals,  thatthedayofthe  week  never  occurs  in  the  Pffltftf- 
teacby  or  throu^out  the  flJr^-m'  fcriptures,  becaufc  it  is 
not  only  included  in  general,  but  ailronomically  given, 
as  I  fliall  prove,  in  the  day  of  the  month  i  e.  g.  when 
Mofes  tells  us,  Gm.  ch.  viiL  wr.  4.  that  the  ark  refted 
on  (one  of)  the  mountwns  of  J^^at  on  the  17  th  day  of 
the  7th  month  of  that  year  in  which  the  deluge  beg^, 
he  had  no  occafion  to  add,  that  it  was  on  the  4th  day 
of  the  week.  Points  which  may  be  juftly  reckoned 
unongft  the  fecrets  of  the  antient  and  original  compu- 

.  tadon. 

VI.  Mojei'%  canon  (/'.  e,  lift,  roll  or  catalogue)  of  pa- 
triarchs, from  Adam  to  yi:fipb  inclufive,  containing  an 
inurval  of  i;^S^  years,  according  to  the  Hebrew  te\ty  is 
a  moft  accurate  aftronomical  canon ;  and  may  be  proved 
to  be  fo,  independent  of  any  period,  epocha,  or  compu- 
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taoon,  except  what  is  founded  on  the  terms  and  princi- 
|des  of  the  Pentataicb,  and  the  givm  (baraHen  of  die 
worid's  azra. 

VII.  The  Mqfdt  genealc^ics,  b{«h  before  and  after 
die  Bood,  ccHiltitiite  an  uninterrupted  and  fucceiTive 
chnHK>logy>  which  aftronomically  .afcertains  ^e  true 
extent  of  the  world's  paft  duration ;  becaufe, 

lit.  The  years  <^  the  patriarchs  run  parallel  with  the 
years  of  the  world. 

idly.  Every  Mofaic  (and  Scripture)  Sbmab  is  a  true 
iblar  rerolution. 

VIII.  The  quMitity  of  the  folar  tropicaiyear  maybe 
afcertained  with  the  minuteft  exa£tnefs,  to  an  indivifible 
point,  from  a  year  of  commenfurarion,  fuggefted  bythis 
text  of  Scripture,  and  others  of  the  like  import  j  Gettt 
€.  V.  V.  27.  AU  the  day:  of  Methufaiah  wer6'969  years. 

Aik3  it  may  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  exafl: 
commenfuration  of  the  annual  and  diurnal  revolutions* 
has  happened  but  3  times  fince  the  creadon :  the  fourth 
wiUbcc(MnplcatedA.D.  1753, at  the  autumnal  aK^uinox, 

IX.  There  cmi  be  no  chafm  in  the  Scripture-chro- 
nolc^,  becaufe  it  may  be  demonftrated  that  there  is  no 
interrupdon  in  the  Scripture-aftronomy. 

X.  The  form  of  the  patriarchal  twofold  ((.  e.  both 
Iblar  and  lunar)  year,  is  no  where  to  be  found,  but  in 
iJie  patriarchal  Une. 

M  XI. 
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XI.  The  year  of  360  days,  which,  for  many  ages,  I'd 
generally  prevwled  in  the  poftdiluvian  wwld,  will  appear 
to  be,  probably,  nothing  more  than  a  mutilation  of  the 
orig^n^  and  patriarchal  Iblar  tropical  year;  being  the 
only  part  of  the  primitive  computation,  which  the  de- 
fcendants  of  Ham  and  "Japbeth^  and  fome  branches  of  the 
family  of  Sban^  retained  in  their  feveral  difperfions. 
Mr.  Whiften  has  framed  a  plaufible  and  ingenious  theory 
upon  this  fingle  article,  but  it  has  no.  foundation  in 
Scripture, 

XII.  The  terms  Antediluvian,  Mofaic,  and  Scripture 
aftronomy,  are  not  to  be  underftood,  as  relating  to,  and 
eomprehending  the  planetary  fyftem;  they  are  M  be 
confined  to  the  Sun  (and  Moon)  confidered  as  the  natural 
adequate  meafure  of  time,  by  its  annual  revolution.  To 
which  office  it  was  originally  dcfigncd  and  appointed  by 
God  himfelf  at  the  creation  i  and  W  which  it  is  conftantly 
and  with  great  cxadbieis  appUed  in  the  chronology  of  the 
Pentateuch. 

N.  B.  To  render  my  aftronomical  calculations  plain 
and  eafy  to  be  underftood,  I  have  inferted  and  explained 
a  concife  aftronomical  table,  both  Iblar  and  lunar,  con- 
ftnifted  from  the  inverted  pofition  of  the  lominarics, 
A.M.  I.  and  A.M.  1656.  {See page  i^."]  And  fliould 
the  world  continue  any  definite  number  of  ages,  the  table 
founded  on  this  inverted  pofition  will  ftand"  in  need  of 
no  alteration  or  correftion. 

The  purport  of  this  undertaking  will  not  lead  me  to 
treat  of  the  origin,  or  to  fettle  the  chronology,  of  the 
moft  antient  kingdoms  and  nadons,  where  the  Scriptures 
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irfc  filent.  Nor  IhaD  I  attempt  the  conneiftion  of  the 
Sacred  Hiftory  with  the  Profane :  and  indeed  was  I  de- 
firous  to  do  it,  I  know  not  of  one  inftance  of  tliat  kind, 
which  can  be  depended  upon  with  cercdnty,  (excepting 
the  £era  of  the  Olympiads,  of  the  building  of  Rome  ac- 
cording to  Varro,  and  the  sera  of  Nabonajfar)  before  the 
expedition  of  Nebuchadnezzar  into  Judaa,  ^c.  mentioned 
by  the  prophet  Daniel,  eb.  i.  ver.  i.  and  is  confirmed 
by  the  much  noted  fragment  of  Berofus.  Neither  is  it 
neceflary  to  make  a  digreflion,  in  order  to  ftate  and  ex- 
plain the  moft  antient  forms  of  year,  which  have  been 
in  ufe  fince  the  flood ;  but  I  ftiall  entirely  confine  my 
enquiries  to  the  Mo/aic  and  Scripture  year  ;■  and  it  will 
be  my  peculiar  province  to  CoUed  the  principles  and 
data,  which  lie  difperfed  through  the  Pentateuch,  and  to 
undertake  to  prove,  by  their  affiftance,  that  the  whole  of 
Sacred  chronology  is  built  upon  a  moft  fure,  and  truly 
aftronomical,  foundation.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  par- 
tioilars  which  may  be  ftill  reckoned  ampngft  the  necef- 
fary  and  eflential  deftderata,  notwlthftanding  the  many 
learned  and  elaborate  volumes,  which  have  been  wrote 
and  publilhed  upon  the  fubjeift  of  the  Scripture  chroi 
nology. 
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IT  is  well  known  to  fcamen  and  phUofophers,  that 
after  the  numerous  improvements  produced  by  the 
extenfive  commerce  of  the  latffr  agesi  the  great  defeat 
in  the  art  of  f^ng  is  ignorance  of  longitude,  or  of  the 
diilance  to  which  the  ihip  has  pAOed  e&ftw^  or  weft" 
ward,  fhjm  any  given  nwridian. 

That  navigation  might  be  at  lei^;th  fet  free  from  this 
uncertainty,  the  legiflative  power  of  this  kingdom  in- 
cited the  induftry  of  fearchcrs  into  nature,  by  a  large  re- 
ward propofed  to  him  who  fhould  Ihow  a  pfaflScaMc  me- 
thod of  finding  the  longitude  at  fea ;  and  pfoporttOnable 
recompences  to  thofe,  who,  though  they  Ihould  not 
fully  attain  this  great  end,  might  yet  make  fuch  advances 
and  diicoveries  as  Ihould  facilitttc  the  worfc  to  thbfe  diat 
might  fucceed  them. 

By  the  fplendor  of  this  golden  encouragement  many 
eyes  were  dazzlcdi  which  nature  never  intended  to  pry 

into 
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BE  N  C  H  E*  numeroli  Reno  i  pFogrefn>  che  I'eAeiW 
fivD  commercio  degli  ultimi  andad  fecoU  ct  ha  fatti 
fan  nell'  arte  nautica,  tiittavia  e  noto  a'  marinai  noa 
meno  che  a'  filofoB,  che  il  gran  difetto  dj  qtieft*  arte  2 1* 
%noranza  della  longitudine,  o  lia  diftanza  d*una  navt 
che  da  qualunque  dac  o  meridiano  vele^^  verib  orientt^ 
0  verib  occidentc. 

Per  Ugombrare  quefta  incertezza  ddla  navigaziraie, 
la  legiflatura  di  quello  regno  ha  ftimolata  1*  induftria 
d^^  fcrudnatori  della  natura  con  un'  ampia  ricompen& 
propofta  3  chiunquc  moArera  uno  efeguibile  metodo  di 
trovare  la  longitudine  in  mare ;  e  praporzionati  pirmi 
anche  a  coloro,  che  non  ilcoprendola  pimamente,  fa- 
ranno  pei6  tali  awanzaincnti  da  facilitame  I'inccra  feo- 
pcrta  4*  loro  fiicccfibri. 

Dallo  Iplendoic  di  queft*  a\ireo  incoraggimento  ftirano 
abb^iiti  moHf  che  nacura  non  intefe  mai  di  aver  qua- 
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into  her  fccrets.  By  the  hope  of  fudckn  riches  many 
unde:ftandings  were  fet  on  work  very  little  proportioned 
to  their  Ib^ngth,  among  whom  wfacdicr  mine  Ihall  be 
numbered,  muft  be  left  to  the  candour  of  pofterity :  for 
!,  among  others,  laid  afide  the  buftncls  of  my  profef- 
fion,  to  apply  myfclf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  longitude,  not 
indeed  in  expeftation  of  the  rewaid  due  to  a  complete 
difcovery ;  yet  not  without  hopes,  that  I  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  afliftant  to  fome  greater  genius,  and  receive 
from  the  juftice  of  my  country  the  wages  offered  taw 
honeft  and  not  unfuccefsfiil  labourer  in  fciencc. 


Conlidering  the  various  means  by  which  this  impor« 
tant  enquiry  has  been  purfued,  I  found  that  tht;  obser- 
vation of  the  eclipfqs,  either  of  the  primary  or  Iecf>n- 
dary  planets,  being  poflible  but  at  ccrtwn  times,  anild 
be  <rf"  no  ufe  to  the  failor ;  that  the  motions  of  the  moon 
had  been  long  attended,  however  accurately,  without 
any  confequencei  that  other  aftronornical  crfjfervations 
were  difficult  and  uncertiun  with  every  advantage  erf"  fitu- 
ation,  iflftruments  and  knowledge ;  and,  were  therefore 
utterly  impracticable  to  the  feilor,  toft  upon  the  water, 
ill  provided  with  inftruments,  and  not  very  fldlfiil  'u\ 
their  application. 

The  hope  <rf  an  accurate  clock  or  time-keeper  is  more 
fpecious.  But  when  I  begun  thefe  studies,  no  move-. 
ments  had  yet  been  made  that  were  not  cvidendy  unac- 
curate  and  uncertain :  and  even  of  the  nnechanical  la^ 
bours  which  I  now  hear  fo  loudly  celetHattd,  wl^  I 
f onfidcr  the  obftrvftion  <?f  mQvemcQts  by  ^iftiffli,  thq 
j  waftQ 
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TificAti  abbaftanza  perche  awflcro  a  fpiare  ne*  di  fei  ar-. 
cani ;  e  V  aviditi  di  fubitana  ricchezza  fcce  intraprcn- 
dcre  a  moki  un*  <^>CTa  trc^po  alle  lor  fbrze  fproporzio- 
nata.  Se  io  debba  efl^r  pure  nella  claflt  di  coitoro  an- 
noverato  la  Candida  pofteritk  dovri  effeme  giudice ;  che 
aach'  io  &a  gli  altri,  abbandonate  le  faccende  della  mia 
fHt>fefiionei  mi  fono.applicato  alio  ftudio  della  Ton^tu- 
dine,  non  ceitamentc  sull'  efpettativa  del  premio  dovuto 
a  una.  tocale  fcoperta,  ma  fibbene  con  qualche  fperanza 
di  poter  eflere  confidcrato  come  un  afliftsnte  di  qualcho 
gemo  maggiore,  e  di  poter  ricerere  dalla  giuitizia  della 
mia  patria  quella  rimunerazione  ofierta  ad  ogni  ondlo, 
e  non  del  aitto  infruttuofo  coltivatorp  di  fcienza. 

Confiderando  i  vari  mezzi  pe'  quali  queft'  importante 
ricerca  &  ftata  lino  ad  ora  profeguitaj  io  trorai  che  1'  oT- 
fervazipnc  delle  ecclifli  tanto  de'  primari  che  de'  fecon- 
dan  piancd,  non  eflendo  polTibile  che  in  certi  tempi, 
non  potera  riufcire  di  ufb  alcuno  al  navigante ;  trovu 
che  i  mo6  ddla  lui^a  erano  ftati  con  lunga  cura>  ma  con 
poco  profitto  c&minati ;  e  che  akre  aftrooomiche  oOerr 
vazicmi  riufdrono  fin  ora  malagevoH  ed  incme  £uicorch£ 
fane  con  ogni  rantaggio  dl  lituaztone,  di  ftromenti,  e 
di  lapere ;  e  confegucntemente  affiitto  impratdcabili  per 
un  marinajq  agitaro  dall'  onde,  mal  prawifto  di  ilromend, 
e  fempre  mal  eTpeito  nel  mode  di  fame  il  debito  ufo. 

Piu  fpeciofa  £  la  lufinga  di  poter  riufcire  a  fare  un  ac- 
f  urato  oriuoloj  o  altra  giufta  mifura  del  tempo.  Nul- 
ladimeno  quand'  io  mi  voUi  dapprima  a  quefti  fhidi, 
nefliin  movimento  era  per  anche  ftato  trovato,  che  non 
foBk  manifdlamente  inaccurato  ed  incerto.  E  quand* 
-|q  C9aficleroi  molti  oftacoli,  che  Io  ftropicciamenio  puo 
cagionare  j 
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m&e  of  thdr  parts  by  attrition,  the  various  jHcffiire  «f 
the  aORoifhere,  the  c&£ts  of  difiercQt  effluvia  i^no 
metals,  the  power  of  heat  and  odd  upm  all  matter, 
the  changes  of  gravitadon  and  die  hazard  of  concuffion, 
I  cannot  but  fear  that  they  mil  flippljr  the  vmid  widi 
another  inftance  of  fruitier  ingoiuity,  tfaoi^  I  bopt 
they  will  not  leave  upoa  this  cooatry  the  tc^pcoach  of 
unrewarded  diligence. 


I  CxwAatfotc  nothing  (HI  which  I  could  fix  with  {«o> 
bability  of  &cce£,  but  the  magaetical  needle,  an  inftra- 
ment  eafily  port^c,  and  litde  fiibjeft  to  acddcntil  id- 
jurite>  with  wliich  the  lailor  has  had  a  long  axrquuntaocCi 
which  he  will  willing^  ftody,  and  can  eafily  coofidt^ 

The  magnetic  needle  fitmi  the  year  i^ooy.  when  it 
b  genctraHy  fuj^xifcd  K>  have  been  fiifl  ^qiplied  by  ^Mb 
Goia  ofJout^Uy  to  the  ieaman's  trfe,  leems  Bo  huKbcea 
long  thought  R>  point  cxaSly  to  the  north  and  fiiuch  by 
the  navi^tDTS  of  thole  times ;  who  lailii^  oommooly 
on  the  calm  Mediterranean,  or  making  only  Ifaort  voy- 
ages, had  no  need  of  very  accurate  obfervatifflis ;  and 
who,  if  they  ever  tranfiently  c^iterved  viy  deviations 
from  the  meridian,  either  afcriybed  them  &>  fiHneextrinltc 
and  accidental  caufe,  or  wiUin^y  n^lcdted  what  it  was 
not  neccfiary  to  underftand. 

But  when  Ac  difcovery  of  the  new  world  torned  the 

atKndiHi  of  mankind  uptm  the  naval  Icience^  and  long 

couHes  required  greattr.  niceties  of  pradtcci  'the  varia^ 
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cag^ODare ;  e  come  per  attri^one  k  parti  poQano  gnaf- 
taAi  e  U  vario  premere  dell'  atmosfera^  o  gli-efimi  d^ 
^cnenneffluviibpraimetaUij  ecomeilcaldoeilfreddo 
opciino  fi^va  ogni  maKtia,  cicambiamentifJeUagravita- 
mmtCt  e  1  rilclu  della  concuflione,  io  non  po0b  non  te- 
mere  die  le  mecaniche  inrenzioiii  tanto  in  og^  celebrate 
non  fupplifcano  il  mondo  cod  Dorclle  ^tdtc  d'  infruttuofa 
6aica,  comechc  io  fperi,  the  quella  patria  non  vorrd 
'  inoarrcFc  U  taccia  d*  anr  lafoata  lenza  il  dovutofxcmio  ■ 
V  ioge^o&  ditigcnza. 

Io  non  potetti  dunque  d^^iima  fcoigere  altra  cofa  a 
cm  Tdger  la  mence  C(hi  probabilitit  di  fucceflb,  fe  non 
fe  Tago  magnedco,  ftrumento  agevole  a  portarfi,  a 
pochi  acddend  {ottopaSto,  c  da  gran  tempo  s}  familine 
al  nangance,  ch'  e*  ki  ftudia  cti  biiona  voglia,  e  Io  puo 
confiiltare  con  &ciUti. 

L.*  ago  ma^iedco,  che  ndl*  anno  1300  generalnnente 
ft  Ihpponc  Ga  ftau  per  U  |»ima  fi^  applicato  da  Gie- 
vami  G^  d*  amalfi  a^  ufi  marinarefchi,  pare  fia  (bau> 
g^udicalD  da*  naviganti  di  que'  tempi  efatto  nell*  addicare 
il  fcttcntrione,  c  il  mezzodl;  poichg  vete^ando  cfli 
per  Io  piu  ncl  calmo  Mediterraneo,  o  imprendendo  fol- 
tanto  corti  viagg^,  non  avcano  d'uopo  di  moko  accurate 
oflervazioni  t  c  fc  pure  aweniva  che  tranfitoriamentc  fi 
nocaile  qualche  dcriaztone  dal-  meridiano,  o  s'  afcriveva 
a  quakhe  ribinleca  o  accidental  caufa,  o  fi  trafcurava 
TDlemienn«H:e  V  dame  di  cid  che  non  veniva  riputato 
ficce&rio  ad  mtenderfi. 

Ma  quando  la  (coperta  d'  un  nuovo  nmuido  tivolfe  V 
aoenzione  dc^  uominl  verfo  le  fcicnze  navali,  e  che 
bntg^vi^g^nchiedctteromagg^ori  eliuxezze  di  prattica, 
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don  of  the  needle  foon  became  obrervalxle>  and  was  re-* 
corded  in  1500  by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  Portugtujet  whof 
ax.  the  expence  of  the  king  of  EHglanB,  difcovered  thfi. 
northern  coaAs  of  America. 

As  the  next  century  was  a  time  of  naval  adventures, 
it  might  be  expected  that  the  variation  once  obferved^ 
fhould  have  been  well  ftudied :  yet  it  feems  to  have  been 
little  heeded  -,  for  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  conft^t>  and 
always  the  fame  in  the  fame  place,  till  in  1625  CelUhasd 
noted  its  changes,  and  publilhed  his  obfervatiCHis. 

From  this  dme  t}ie  philolbphical  world  had  a  new  fi^ 
jeft  of  fpcculation,  and  the  ftudents  <^  magnetifm  em-' 
ployed  their  refearches  upon  the  gradual  changes  of  tho 
needle's  dire^on,  or  the  variations  of  the  variuion, 
which  have  hitherto  appeared  fo  defultory  and  caprici- 
ous, as  to  elude  all  the  fchemes  which  the  molt  fanciful 
of  the  phibfophical  dreamers  could  dcvife  for  its  tx.^ 
pUcation.  Any  fyftem  that  could  have  united  thefe  tor- 
menting diverfities  they  feem  inclined  to  have  received, 
and  would  have  contentedly  numbered  the  revohitions 
of  a  central  ms^et,  vdtb  very  litde  concern  about  its 
exigence,  could  they  have  affigned  it  any  modon  or  vi- 
ciflitude  of  motions  which'would  have  correQxmded.with 
the  -chaises  of  the  needle. 

Yet  upon  this  fecret  property  of  niagnetifin  I  ven- 
tured to  build  my  hopes  of  afcertaining  the  kui^tude 
at  fea.  I  found  it  undemably  certain  that  the  needle 
varies  its  direction  in  a  courfe  eaftward  or  weftward  be- 
tween any  aSignable  parallets  of  latitude :  and  fuppofing 
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k  variazione  dell'  ago  divennt  bcntofto  oflervabile,  e  fii 
mentovata  fin  nell*  anno  1500  da  SebaJHeno  Cabet  Por- 
toghefc  che  a  fpefe  del  re  d'  Iflghiltcrra  fcopcrfc  la  eofU 
fettentrionale  d' America. 

Chi  non  fi  fa^bbe  afpettato,  che  la  variazione, ofi*er- 
^^ta  una  volta  non  doveffe  efler  poi  bene  ftudiata  nel 
fufleguente  fecolo,  che  fij  un  fccolo,  di  niaririme  awen- 
turc  ?  Tuttavra  egli  appare  che  poca  mente  fofie  a  cio 
pofta,  poichS  fi  fuppofe  ccrftante  e  fen:ipre  la  fteffa  in 
uno  fteflb  luogo  finch^  nel  1625  Gellibrando  ne  nolo  i 
cangiamenti  neUe  oflfervazioni  da  lui  pubblicate. 

Da  tal  tempo  in  poi  il  mondo  filofofico  ebbe  un 
nuovo  ai^mento  di  Ipeculazione,  e  gli  ftudenti  di 
9iagnetifmo  rivolfero  le  loro  ricerche  fu  i  cangiamenri 
gradual]  della  direzion  dell'  ago>  o  fuUa  variazione  della 
variarionc,  che  fine  al  tempo  loro  era  apparfa  cosi  fal- 
lace  c  capricciofa  da  eludere  gli  fchemqit  tutti,  che  da' 
fentaftici  filofofici  fi^atori  furono  per  ifpiegarli  divifati. 
Ogni  qualunqiie  fiftema  farebbono  elTi  ftati  volonterofi 
d*  addottare,  fe  uno  fe  ne  foffe  potuto  rinvenire  atto  a 
HconciHarc  quefte  perplcflive  difficokaj  ne  avrebbcww 
rifiutaco  di  numerare  le  rivoluzioni  d'  una  calamita  cen- 
tralc,  fenza  darfi  pcnfiero  intorno  alia  fua  efiftenza,  fe 
avelTero  potuto  a  quella  alTegnare  qualche  nioto,  o  vi- 
ciflitudine  di  moto  corrifpondente  a'  cangiamenti  dell' 
ago. 

Eppure  fu  quefta  fegreta  proprieta  della  calamita  io 
m'  awenturai  a  fondarc  le  mie  fperanze  d'  awerare  la 
longicudine  in  mare-  Trovai  effere  cola  innegabiimente 
certa,  che  1'  agovaria  la  fuadirezione  in  ogni  corfoverfo 
fcvante,  o  verfo  ponente  in  mezzo  ad  ogni  due  dati  pa- 
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nature  to  be  in  this  as  in  all  other  operanons  unifbmi 
and  confiilcnc,  I  doubted  not  but  the  variation  fito~ 
ceeded  in  fome  cftabliflied  method,  though  perhaps  too 
abftrufe  and  complicattd  for  human  comprehenTton. 


This  difficulty  however  was  to  be  cncxsuntered  j  and 
by  clofe  and  fteady  perfeverance  of  attention  I  at  laft 
fubdued,  or  thought  myfelf  to  have  fubdued  it  j  having 
formed  a  regular  fyftem  in  which  all  the  phsenomena 
fcemed  to  be  reconciled ;  and  being  able  from  the  vari- 
adon  in  places  where  it  is  known  to  trace  it  to  thofe 
where  it  b  unknown  i  or  from  the  paft  to  predict  the- 
fliture  :  and  confequently  knowing  the  latitude  and  vv 
riation,  to  afTign  the  true  longitude  of  any  place. 

With  this  fyftem  I  came  to  London,  where  having  laid 
my  propofaJs  before  a  number  of  ingenious  gentlemen, 
it  was  agreed  that  during  die  rime  required  to  the  cwn- 
pletion  of  my  experiments,  I  fhould  be  fupported  by  a 
joint  fubfcription  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  reward,  to  which 
they  concluded  me  entitied.  Among  the  fubfcribcrs 
was  Mr.  Rc"j?ley,  the  memorable  conftniftor  of  the  or- 
rery ;  and  among  my  favourers  was  the  Lord  PieJUy,  a 
title  not  unknown  among  magnetic^  philofophers.  I 
frequently  Ihewed  upon  a  globe  of  brafs,  experiments  by 
which  my  fyftem  was  confirmed,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Reivley,  where  the  learned  and  curious  of  that  tinK  ge- 
nerally aftembled. 
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ndlcli  di  kticudine ;  e  iupponendo  la  natxm  confifteiite- 
mente  unifbrme  in  quefta  fua  operazione  come  Jo  ^  in 
tutte  1'  alcre,  io  non  dubitai  punco,  che  la  variazione  non 
procedel^  con  qualche  ftabilito  metodo  quanninque 
forfc  aftrufo  e  compBcato  cAtrc  la  capacity  d'  (^niumana 
ihtendimcnw. 

Di  quelbt  dlHicolt^  nulladimeno  non  fi  potera  ty'uat 
Y  incOTitro,  onde  con  rifolula  e  perfeverante  attenzione 
^  ''^ggiogat  flnalmentej  o  credetti  d'  averla  foggiogata, 
rrendo  formato  un  regolar  fiftema,  con  cui  mi  parve  d* 
avct  riconciEati  infieme  tutti  i  differenti  fenomeni,  e  po- 
tendo  dcdurre  la  variazione  in  que'  luog^i  dove  non  d 
conofciuta  da  queHi  dove  gi^  lo  ^,  o  dal  pafiato  predire 
9  firturo,  e  confeguentemente,  conofcendo  la  latitudine 
c  variazione,  d^  afiegnare  la  vera  bng^tuduK  d'  c^ 
qutdunque  luc^o. 

Con  queffo  fiilema  io  me  ne  venni  a  Z/mtka,  dove 
avendo  dpoftl  a  diveHi  ftudiofi  fignori  i  miei  program- 
mi,  e^no  convennero  che  durante  il  tempo  neccflario 
per  compiere  i  miei  efperimenti  io  farei  ftato  lowemito 
coa  una  loro  IbttoTcrizione,  da  elTer  poi  loro  rimborfata 
quando  toccafTi  quella  ricompenia,  della  quate  effi  m' 
ebbero  per  giufto  pretcnfore.  Fra'  mJri  fottofcrivenii 
annoverofli  il  Signor  Rowley  cckfare  ccrflruEtwe  detf 
Orreri ;  ed  tino  dc*  miei  feutori  fij  il  Lord  Pie^,  it  dt 
ciri  nome  non  6  ignoco  a'  filofofi  magnedci.  Feci  fre- 
quenti  Qicrimcnti  fopra  un  ^obo  d'  bronzo,  pe'  quali  il 
mio  fiflxma  fu  conBrmato  in  cafa  il  Signor  Rowley,  dove 
i  Ictterati  c  i  curiofi  di  quel  tempo  foleano  fovente 
ragunaHi. 

N  Grande 
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At  diis  time  ^-eac  e^>e£tations  were  r^fed  by  Mr. 
H^ifioM,  of  afcertfwiing  the  longitude  by  the  inclinadon 
*£  the  needle,  which  he  fuppofcd  to  increafe  or  diminilh 
regularly.  With  tlus  learned  man  I  had  many  confer- 
ences, in  which  I  endeavoured  to.  evince  what  he  has 
at  laft  confeffed  in  the  narrative  (rf  his  life,  the  uncer- 
tunty  and  inefficacy  of  his  method. 

About  the  year  1729,  my  fubfcribcrs  explained  my 
pretenfions  to  the  I-ords  of  the  Adnuralty,  and  the  Lo^ 
Torrittgten  declared  my  claim  juft  to  Ae  reward  afligned 
in  the  laft  claufe  of  the  aft  to  thofe  who  IhooH  make 
dilboveries  conducive  to  die  perfection  <^  the  art  of  1^- 
ing.  This  he  prelTed  with  .fo  much  warmth,  that  the 
commiflioners  ^recd  to  lay  my  tables  before.  Sir  J^aac 
Newton,  who  excufed  himfelf,  by  reafon  of  his  age, 
from  a  regular  examination :  but  when  he  was  informed 
that  I  held  the  variation  at  Laidon  to  be  ftill  encreafingi 
which  he  aod  the  other  philofophers,  his  pupils,  thought 
to  ^be  dien  ftationary,  and  on  the  point  of  regreflion,  h« 
declared  that  he  believed  my  fyftem  viiionaiy.  I  did 
tiot  much  murmur  to  be  for  a  time  overborn  by  that 
trnf^ixy  name,  even  when  I  believed  that  the  name  only 
was  agunft  me :  and  I  have  lived  till  I  am  able  to  pro- 
duce, in  my  favour,  the  teftimony  of  time,  the  inflexible 
enemy  of  falfc  hypothcfes ;  the  only  teftimony  which  it 
becomes  human  underftanding  to  oppofe  to  die  autho- 
rity of  Netoten. 

My  notions  have  indeed  been  fmce  treated  with  equal 
fupercilioufncis  by  thofe  who  have  not  the  lame  tide  to 
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Grande  fa  V  afpettativs  che  in  tal  tempo  vernie  moQa 
dai  Signor  ff^ifion,  ch'  e'  poteiTe  determinare  la  longi- 
tudine  per  via  deUa  inclinazion  dell'  ago  da  lui  fiippofta 
crelcere  o  diminuire  regolarmente.  Con  quello  dotto 
Uomo  io  ebbi  molte  conferenze,  nelle  quali  procure  di 
nvrftrare  quanio  eg^  ha  |$bi  finalmente  confeflato  nel 
racconto  della  fua  vita,  cioc  1'  u^certezza  e  1'  ineiBcacia 
del  fuo  metodo. 

Nell'  anno  1729  i  miei  ibttolcriventi  efpcffero  le  mie 
|)reCenfioni  a'  Lordi  dell'  Anuniragliato,  e  il  Lord  Tat- 
rinpea  dictuaro  che  io  avera  dintto  al  premto  airegnatOi 
nell'ukiina  claufula  dell'  atto,  a  coloro,  ehe  facelTero 
fcoperte  conducive  alia  perfezione  dell'  arte  naurica.  Egli 
infiflene  lu  quefto  con  tanto  calore,  che  i  commiiGonari 
convennerd  di  ibttoporre  le  mie  tavole  all'  e^me  del 
Cavaliere  ^atco  Newton,  il  quale  addufle  la  fua  troppo 
avraflzata  eti  per  ifcufarfi  dal  regoiarmente  e&ininarl& 
Ma  quando  poi  fu  informato  che  io  ceneva  per  fermo  I4 
Variazione  di  Ltmdra  elier  tuttavia  crefceote>  che  egli  con 
altn  Rlolbfi  fuot  di&epoli  penfava  foSk  allora  ftaztonaria 
e  ful  punto  di  regrellionei  dichiafd  di  credere  il  mio 
fiftema  vifionario.  Ne  mi  dolft  10  troppo  (!i  eOere  per 
alcun  terhp6  foverchiato  dalla  grandezza  di  quel  nome, 
comech^  10  foSi  pienamente  periuatb>  che  null*  altro 
che  quel  nome  militava  contra  di  me :  ed  ecco,  che  fao 
pur  viOb  tanto  da  poter  proddurre  in  mio  farore  il  tefti- 
monio  del  tempoj  inBelBbii  nemico  d'  ogcti  falfa  ipoKl^ 
t  il  iblo  teliimonio  che  1'  umana  mente  ha  drjtb>  d'  op- 
porre  all'  autontk  di  Netoton. 

Le  mie  nozioni  furoho  f^indi  guardate  con  equd  fo- 

pracclgUo  da  certunij  che  niolto  minor  dricto  aveuK>  di 
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confidence  of  decifion  j  men  who,  though  perhaps  vtrjr 
learned  m  their  own  ihidtes,  have  had  little  acquuntance 
vnth  mine.  Yet  even  this  may  be  bom  far  better  than" 
the  petulance  of  boys  whom  I  have  feen  fhoot  up  into 
philofophers  by  experiments  which  I  have  long  fince 
made  and  neglefted,  and  by  improvements  which  I  have 
fo  long  transferred  into  my  ordinary  pra£l:icej  that  I 
cannot  remember  when  I  was  inthout  them. 

When  Sir  J^aac  Kewttn  had  declined  the  office  aflign- 
«d  him,  it  was  given  to  IVlr.  Molineux,,  one  of  die  com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  who  engaged  in  it  with  no 
ffcax.  inclination  to  fevour  mej  but  however  thought 
one  of  the  inftrumcnts,  which,  to  confirm  my  own  opi- 
nion, and  to  confutt  Mr.  Whiften's,  I  had,  exhibited  to 
the  Admiralty,  fb  curious  or  uftful,  that  he  lurreptiti- 
eudy  copied  it  on  paper,  and  clandeftinely  endeavoured 
10  have  it  imitated  by  a  workman  for  his  own  ufe. 

Tins  treatment  naturally  produced  remonflrances  and 
altercations,  wMch  indeed  did  not  continue  long,  for 
Mr.  MelinfHx  died  foon  afterwards ;  and  my  [»^poJaIs 
were  for  a  time  forgotten. 

I  will  not  however  accuft  him  of  defigning  to  con- 
demn me,  wdiout  a  trial ;  Ssr  he  demanded  a  portion 
of  my  tables  to  be  tried  in  a  voyage  to  jimerita,  which 
I  then  thought  I  had  reafon  to  refiife  him,  not  yet  know- 
ing how  difficult  it  was  to  obtain,  on  any  terms,  an 
actual  examination. 

About  this  rime  the  theoiyrfDr.  fialleyv/2S  the  chief 
fubjeft  <rf  madiematical  converfation ;   and  though  I 
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deciderc  di  me  con  pari  alterezza,  non  efiendo  per  av- 
Ventura  bafbeyolmente  verfati  negli  fhidl  da  me  intrap- 
prefl,  come  die  verfatiflimi  in  aim  d'  altro  genere.  Pure 
quefta  Ibvcrchicria  mi  fcmbro  meno  grave  a  foppoitarc 
che  la  petulanza  di  certi  fanciulli,  che  fi  vantano  gran 
filofofanri  o  per  aver  vifti  efperimenti  da  me  da  lungo 
tempo  fani  e  negktti,  o  per  trovarfi  capaci  d'  intcnder 
cofc  in  me  per  lung*  ufo  lanio  immede&nate,  che  non 
potrei  ne  tampoco  B0ar  1'  epoca  del  mio  averle  acquiftate. 

Quando  il  Cavaliere  Newton  ebbc  declinato  1'  im- 
pegno,  il  Signer  Moiauux  uno  de*  commiffari  dell'  Am- 
mini^^o  ^  incaricato  del  fuddecto  efame.  Queiti 
afilinie  la  cofa  con  molto  poca  inclinazione  d*  eflermi  fa~ 
vorerole ;  tutiavia  giudico  si  curiofo  ed  utile  inficme  uno 
dcgli  ftromenti  da  me  recali  innanzl  1'  Ammiragjiato  per 
cooiermare  U  mia  opbione,.  e  confutare  quella  del  Signor 
fFHfioMt  che  fe  lo  copid  furretiziamenu  in  carta,  c  di 
nafcofo  piocuro  di  fame  fare  uo  fimile  da  un  arteficc  per 
fuoulb. 

Un.trattamento  dt  tal  &tta  prodduflc  natundmente 
rimoftranze  ed  altcrcazioni,  che  non  durarono  pero  trop- 
po,  condofliache  tl  Signor  MoUneux  morl  poco  dopo>  e 
i  miei  prugrammi  furono  per  un  tempo  mandati  in  obblio. 

Non  e  pcr6,  ch'  io  penfi  ch'  egli  volelie  condannarmi 
fenza  proceffo,  che  anzi  mi  richiefe  una  parte  dclk  mie 
tarole  per  |H-ovarle  in  un  viaggio  d'  Anericaj  U  che  io 
0llor»  pcnfai  aver  ragione  di  rifiutare,  non '  conofcendo 
po^uico  quanto  ardua  cofii  2  i'  ottenerc  un  attuale  efamc 
»  quakhe  patto, 

Verfo  tal  tempo  la  teoria  dc!  Dottore  Hail/y  era  H  fog- 

oetto  princlpajc  d'  ogpi  matematica  confabulazione  i  e 
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could  not  but  confider  him  as  too  much  a  rival  to  be 
appealed  to  as,  3  judge,  yft  his  reputation  determined 
me  to  fplicit  his  acquaintance  and  hazard  his  opinion, 
I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Lffwlborp  and  Dr.  De~ 
fagulierS)  and  put  my  tables  into  his  hands ;  which,  after 
having  had  them  about  twenty  days  under  confidera- 
tion,  he  returned  in  the  prefence  of  the  learned  Mr, 
Macbin,  and  many  other  Ikilful  men,  with  an  entreaty 
that  J  would  puhlijb  them  Jpeedily  j  for  I  poidd  do  v^imte 
brvice  to  mankind- 
It  is  one  of  the  melanchdy  plealbres  of  an  old  man  to 
recollefl:  the  Idndnefs  of  friends,  whofekindnefs  he  (hall 
pxperience  no  more.  I  have  now  none  left  to  favour 
my  ftudies  j  and  tiwrefore  naturally  mm  my  thoughts 
on  thofe  by  whom  1  was  fiiyoured  in  better  days :  and  I 
hope  the  vanity  of  age  may  be  forgiven,  when  I  declare 
that  I  can  boaft,  among  my  friends,  almoft  every  name 
of  my  time  that  is  now  remembered :  and  that  in  diat 
great  period  of  mathematical  competition  fcarce  any 
man  faDed  to  appear  as  my  defender,  who  did  not  ap- 
pear as  my  antagonift. 

By  thefe  friends  I  was  encouraged  to  exiubit  to  the 
Royal  Society,  an  ocular  proof  of  the  reafonablenefi  of 
my  theory  by  a  fphere  of  iron,  on  which  a  fmall  com- 
pafs  moved  in  various  direftions,  exhibited  no  imperfcft 
iyfirem  of  magnetical  attraftion.  The  experiment  was 
ihown  by  Mr!  Hawkejbee,  and  the  expiration,  with 
■  which  it  was  accompanied,  was  read  by  Dr.  Mertimer, 
I  received  the  thanks  of  the  fociety :  and  was  folicited  tq 
Tcpofit  my  theory  properly  fealed  and  attefted  among  their 
archives,  for  the  information  of  pofterity.  I  am  infiarmed, 
-|hat  this  whole  tranfaition  is  recorded  in  their  minutes. 
3  Aftec 
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qiiantunquc  io  non  poteQi  chc  temerlo  traprpo  rivalc  per 
deg^rmdo  da  me  flxflb  per  giudice,'  pure  la  fua  fama  ' 
mi  fe  rifolvere  a  procuramni  la  fua  conofcenza,  e  cor- 
FCrc  n  tifchio  della  fua  opinion^.  Fui  inCFoddatto  a  lui 
dal  Signor  Lowtbcrp  e  dai  Dottore  DefaguJUrs  -,  c  nelle  di 
hii  mam  pod  le  mie  tarolc,  che  dopo  d'  aver  conlidoate 
circa  vend  dl,  egli  mi  rendette  in  prcfenza  del  dotto 
Signor  Macbme  di  altri  preg^eroli  uomint,  pregandomi 
£b'  io  v^^  tqfio  ptbblkwUy  cbe  avreifatto  i^imio/ervi^ 
algenere  itmoHO. 

■  Gli  2  uao  de*  mdanOHUci  pdaceri  d'  un  gnuno  vecr 
chierello  il  ncluamare  alia  mente  qu^  amici,  deUt 
cordialita  de'  quali  e'  non  potii  pid  far  pniova  I  Ncflfuno 
ho  io  pif]  che  favoiifca  i  miei  Audi,  onde.  U  memoria 
mia  naturalmente  volgefi  a  quelli  cbe  un  tratto  g?l  li  hyo* 
rivano!  trovi  venia  la  miacanutaeafelo  nonrof^alLi 
vuii  i  di  dire  che  io  annoveru  fra'  miei  amici  quafi  og- 
nuno  di  colcn^i  i  cui  aomi  ancora  oggidt  fi  nunmen-r 
cano ;  e  che,  ncl  coifo  de4  ma^ior  periodo  di  competi- 
zione  matematica,  quafi  ogni  dotto  che  non  j4>parvc 
come  mio  antagonifta  mofbofli  mio  campione. 

Da  quciti  amici  fiii  io  incoraggjto  ad  efibirs  alia  So- 
ciety. Reale  una  prova  oculare  della  razionabilid  della 
mia  teoria  a>n  una  sfera  d'ferro,  ibprs  la  quale  un  pic- 
ciolo  compaiTo,  moflb  in  varie  direztoni^  ofimra  un 
non  tmperfetto  fiftema  di  magnetica  attrazione.  L*  ef- 
perimenu  fu  &m>  dal  Signor  Hawkejhee,  e  la  fpiegazione 
da  cui  era  accompagnara  fii  letta  dal  Dottore  Mortimer. 
La  fociet^  me  ne  refe  grazie,  ed  io  fui  follecitato  a  ri- 
porre  la  mia  teoria  debitamente  fiigeltata  ed  attelboa  ne* 
lotQ  arclvn  per  infonnazi<me  de'  pc^xri,  e  f(»io  alficurato 
che  tutn  auefta  craitfaucne  i  riccvdata  vetlc  km)  minuu. 
N  4  Popff 
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Af&r  this  I  withdrew  fmm  public  notice,  aod  s^^die^ 
myle]f  «4iolly  to  the  continuation  of  my  o^ienmentSi 
die  confirmation  of  my  fyftemi  an4  the  completion  of 
my  tables,  with  no  other  companion  xbaa  Mr.  Gr^, 
who  Ihared  &11  my  ftudies  and  amuTemcnts,  and  ufed  tQ 
repay  my  communications  of  magnctifm,  with  his  dif- 
coveries  in  cledbicity.  Thus  I  proceeded,  with  inceffant 
diligence ;  and  perhaps  in  t^t  j.eaX  of  enquiry  did  not 
iiifficiently  refled  on  the  filent  encroachments  c^  time^ 
or  remember,  that  no  man  is  in  more  dango*  of  doing 
litde,  than  he  who  flatters  himfelf  with  abilities  to  do  alL 
When  I  was  forced  out  of  my  retirement,  I  came  loaded 
with  the  infirmities  of  age,  to  ftruggle  mch  the  difficuU 
ties  c^  a  narrow  fortune,  cut  off  by  the  blindnefs  of  my 
daughter,  from  the  only  afliftance  which  I  ever  had  t  dc^ 
piived  by  time  of  my  patrons  and  friends,  a  kind  of 
ftranger  in  a  new  world,  where  curioficy  is'  now  dlvertc4 
to  other  oh^cSts,  and  where,  having  no  means  of  .in- 
gradating  my  labours,  I  ftand  the  fmg^  rotary  <£  an 
'  obiblete  fcicnce,'  the  fcoS'-of  puny  p^ils  o(  mmy  fbi-i 
lofophers. 

In  this  flate  of  derelifbion  and  depreffion,  I  have  be- 
queathed to  pofterity  the  fcjlowing  t^Ie ;  which,  if  time 
fhall  verify  my  conjeftgres,  will  Ihew  that  the  variation 
was  once  known ;  and  that  mfuikind  had  once  within 
their  reach  an  eafy  method  of  difravering  the  longi- 
tude. 

I  will  not  however  engage  to  mabtaln,  that  41  T^y 
numbers  are  the(»:etically  and  mi^uttly  e:^  •  I  )wv<e 
not  eodeavoured  at  jEitch  d<^;rees  of  tecqracy  4S.  mij 
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Dopo  (ii  cio  io  m'  tnvoliu  a^  ocdii  del  pubblicc>>  ed 
applicsumj  ioteramente  a  continuare  i  mici  efperimenti,- 
a  confermare  il  mio  fiftema^ed  a  com{Nere  le  mie  tavols 
con  neflun  altro  comp^o  che  il  Signor  Gray^  che  di 
tutd  i  mki  ftudi  ed  inteitenimcnd  partecipava,  ufando 
rifanni  di  quanto  magnedfmo  comunicavo  a  lui  con  le 
fuc  fcopeite  in  elettriciti.  Cosi  and^  io  innan^  con 
inccffanK  diligenza :  e  forfe  il  zelo  del  ricercare  mi 
rittnne  dal  bafevolmente  riflettere  alle  taciturnc  ufuipa- 
zioni  del  tempo,  e  dal  rimembrare  che  niuno  i  piu  in 
riJchio  di  far  poco  che  colui  il  quale  confidando  croj^ 
sdle  proprie  ^ilid  fi  lufinga  di  poter  far  tutto.  SiccM 
quando  io  fui  txatto  a  fbrza  dal  luogo  del  nuo  ridrOi 
pien  venni,  carico  de'  mali  die  i  croppi  anni  cag^onano, 
a  lottare  con  le  difiicolti  d'  una  troppo  parca  f<>rtui)S» 
piiTo  per  la  ceciti  di  mia  Bg^  della  hh.  afiiAenza  che 
aTcfli  mai,  fpogli^  dal  Kmpo  d'  <^tii  fautore  e  d'  ognj 
amico,  e  poco  men  che  ftraniero  in  un  nuovo  mondo, 
la  cuj  curiofita  e  ora  diTertita  da  altxl  o^;etti,  ed  a  cui 
to  non  ho  mezzi  da  rendere  accette  le  mie  fatiche ;  un 
mondo  in  fomma  dove  Io  Ton  rima&  il  folo  votario  d'  U04 
obfokta  icienza^  fcherqo  di  vani  fcolarecd,  e  di  filo^ 
^tucci  pur  ora  nati. 

Cod  derditto,  e  deprefTo  io  l^o  e  laicio  alia  pofteritl 
la  feguente  tavola,  la  quale,  fe  le  mie  conjetturre  ver-r 
ranno  dal  tempo  verificate,  moftrera  che  la  vitiio- 
zione  fa  un  tempo  nota>  t  che  g^  uomini  ebberq 
«n  tempo  in  lor  pottre  Mno  a^ol  metodo  dj  fct^rire 
la  longitudine. 

Non  e  pcro  ch'  io  TOglia  afllctu-are  tutti  1  miei  m- 

xaai  eSere  teoreticamente  e  minutamente  efatu.  '  N£ 

'^  fono  io  propofto  quella  fottile  accuratezza  che  fa  piD 
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diftrafh  enquiry  without  benefiting  pnwSice.  The  quan- 
tity of  the  variation  has  been  fettled  partly  by  inftru- 
ments,  and  partly  by  computation :  infbumcnts  muft 
always  partake  of  the  imperfeftion  of  the  eyes  and 
hands  of  diofe  that  make,  and  of  thofe  that  ufe  them : 
and  computation,  till  it '  has  been  redified  by  experi- 
ment, is  always  in  danger  of  Ibme  omiflion  in  the  premifes, 
or  fome  error  in  the  deduction. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  in  the  ufe  of  this  table,  that 
though  I  name  particular  cities  for  the  lake  of  exciting 
atenuon,  yet  the  tables  art  adjuflxd  only  to  loa^tude 
and  latitude.  Thus  when  I  predial:  that  at  Pr^uc,  the 
▼ariation  will  in  the  year  i8bo  be  24  }  W.  I  intend  to 
&y  that  it  will  be  fuch  if  Prague  be  as  I  have  placed  it 
after  the  beft  gec^r^hers  in  longitude,  14  3c/.  E. 
latitude  50  40'.  but  that  tlus  is  its  true  lituation  I  can- 
not be  certain.  The  latitude  of  many  places  is  un- 
known, and  the  longitude  is  known  of  very  few ;  and 
even  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  feience  will  be 
convinced  that  it  Is  not  cafily  to  be  found,  when  they 
are  told  how  many  degrees  Dr.  HalUy,  and  the  French 
mathemadcians,  place  the  Q^  of  Good  Hcfe  diftanc 
6x)m  each  other. 

Thofe  who  would  pyrfue  this  enquiry  witii  philofophi- 
cal  nicety,  muft  likewife  procure  better  needles  than 
thofe  commonly  in  ufe.  The  needle,  which  after  long 
experience  I  recommend  to  mariners,  muft  be  of  pure 
fteel,  the  fpines  and  the  cap  of  one  pece,  tiie  whole 
length  three  inches,  each  Ipine  centring  four  grains 
and  a  ludf  of  fteel,  and  the  cap  thirteen  grains  and  a 
half. 
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danno  alia  riccrca  che  non  Otik  alia  pradca.  Lequand^d 
della  variazione  flirono  i^cftate  parK  con  iftromend,  < 
parte  per  computazionc.  Ogni  ftromento  fempre  dec 
partidpareMell*  impeHezione  d^^  occhi,  e  delle  mani 
di  colui  che  U  &bbnca,  o  die  lo  ufa ;  e  la  temputazione* 
finatanra  che  non  c  rectiiicata  dallo  Q>erimento,  i  fempre 
in  pericolo  di  qualche  ommiflione  nelle  preme^j  o  di 
qualche  eitore  nella  deduzione. 

Olfcnrifi  poi  nell'  ufo  di  quefta  ravola,  che  quafttunque 
io  nomini  pajticolari  citt^  per  poter  ecdtarc  1'  altriii  at- 
tenzione,  pure  le  tavole  fono  accommodate  foltanto  a 
longitudine,  e  ladtudine.  Cost  quando  io  predlco  che 
a  Fr^a  nell'  anno  1800  la  variazi<me  (ar^l  24  j.  Po* 
nente,  io  intcndo  dire  che  iaii  tale  fe  Praga  e,  come  Io 
full*  autorid  de'  meglio  ge<^rafi  Y  ho  polbt,  in  bogicu- 
dinc  14  30'.  Levante,  e  in  ladtudine  50  40' j  ma  che 
tale  fla  la  fua  vera  fitiiazione  io  non  poOb  averne  cer- 
tezza.  La  latitudine  di  mold  liwghi  6  ignota,  e  la  lon- 
gitudine  fi  fa  di  molto  pochi.  Ed  anche  coloro  che 
non  fanno  che  cofa  e  fdenza  li  convinceraiuio  che  non  £ 
^11  eofa  il  trovu^la  fe  fari  lor  detto  quand  gradi  il 
Dottore  Hal^  e  i  matem^d  Francefi  mettano  il  Capo 
di  Buona  Speranza  diftantt  I'uno  dagli  altri. 

Coloro>  che  vorranno  prol^ire  quefta  ricerca  con 
iilolbfica  efattezza,  deono  altresl  procurare  migliori  ag^ 
di  quelli  comunemente  ufad.  L.'  agd  che  dopo  una 
htnga  fperienza  io  raccomando  a'  marinai  debb'  cSScrc  di 
puro  acciaio,  le  lame  e  il  concavo  tuttod' un pezzo,  k 
total  hinghezza  foltanto  tre  pollicii  ciafcuna  lama  com- 
pdfai  di  folo  quattro  grani  e  mezzo  d'  acciaioj  e  il  con- 
cavo tre^ci  grani  e  mezza 
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The  a>mmon  needles  are  fo  Ul  farmed,  or  fo  un- 
JkilfiiUy  fufpended,  that  they  ajjf  afeitcd  by  many  caufcs 
befides  m^netiTm :  and  among  other  inconveniencies 
have  givsn  occa£oi)  to  the  idle  dream  «f  a  horaty 
yanation. 

I  doubt  not  but  particular  places  may  produce  cxcep- 
fioos  to  my  fyftem.  There  may  be,  in  many  parts  of 
the  earth,  bodies  which  obftruft  or  intercept  the  general 
inSuence  of  magnetifin  i  but  thofe  interruptions  do  not 
infringe  the  theory.  It  is  allowed,  that  water  will  ma 
down  a  declivity,  though  fomeumes  a  ftrong  wind  may 
force  it  upwards.  It  is  granted,  that  the  fun  gives  lig^t 
at  noon,  though  in  certain  conjunctions  it  may  fufier 
an  edipfe. 

.  Thafe  caufcs,  whatever  they  are,  that  interrupt  the 
ctMirie  of  the  magnetical  powen,  are  leaft  likely  to  be 
found  in  the  great  ocean,  when  the  earth,  with  all  la 
minerals,  is  fecluded  from  the  compais  by  the  vaft  body 
of  uniform  water.  So  that  tius  mediod  of  finding  the 
tong^de,  with  a  ia^(y  contrariety  to  all  others,  is  moft 
eafy  and  practicable  at  &a. 

This  method,  therefore,  I  recommend  to  the  ftudy 
and  profecution  of  the  fulor  and  philofophcr ;  and  the 
appendant  fpeckncB  I  eKhibit  to  tht  candid  examin»- 
ponof  the  maritime  natitms,  asa^cimen  of  a  general 
taUe,  fliewing  the  yariacioD  at  all  times  and  places  for 
di«  wK(^  vevolutb*  of  ^  magtvQc  poles,  whkh  I  have 
4(Ntg  ago  begun,  and.  mih  jtA  «0ef)ura^ement,  flwdd 
-fptm  -kn^  ago  aoAfdctEed*  ' 
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Gli  aghi  ccHTiuni  fono  cos)  inal  format!,  o  cosl  igno- 
rantementc  {bfpeft,  che  Ibno  Ibg^tti  a  moiti  altri  fconci 
oltre  al  magncrifmo ;  efnV  altrc  inconvenienze  hanno 
hao  fcioccamente  fognare  a  certuni  una  variazione 
oraiia. 

lo  non  dubito  punto  che  certt  pardcolari  luoghi  non 
poflano  proddurK  eccetioni  si  nuo  fiAema.  In  moltc 
parti  della  terra  pi^bno  trovarii  corpi*  che  polTono  dimi- 
nure  o  itnpedire  la  gcncrale  inflneoza  del  m^netifm*. 
Ma  tali  interrompimenti  non  s*  o|^>oiigono  alia  mia  teoria 
generale.  Ella  ^  cofa  concefla  che  1'  acqua  vuol  correre 
giG  d'  una  dcclivi^  quantunque  alaina  volta  un  vento 
(arte  U  pofla  Ipingere  all'  insu ;  e  che  il  fole  irradia  ful 
mezzo  giomo,  bcncheincerte  cong^unzioni  pofla  foffiir* 
unaeccUffi. 

Quelle  caufe,  checchS  efle  fi  fieno,  che  interrom- 
potio  il  corfo  deUe  magnedche  quality,  piu  di  rado  s''in' 
contreranno  nell*  ampio  oceano,  dove  la  terra  con  tuti 
i  fum  mineral!  i  feclufa  daUa  buflbla  da  un  vafto  corpo 
d*  acqua  uniforme ;  cosl  che  quefto  metodo  di  trovar  la 
longitudine,  in  ci3  fortunatiunentc  diverfo  da  tuttj  gli 
altrii  e  pid  pradcabile  in  mare. 

lo  raccomando  adunque  al  cauto  navlgante,  e  alio 
Ihidiofo  fUoibfo  quel  metodo  di  cui  unilbo  qui  un  faggio, 
fottoponendolo  al  candido  cTame  deUe  maridme  nazioni, 
come  un  faggio  d'  una  general  tavola  che  addita  la  vari^ 
azione  in  cutti  i  tempi  e  in  tutti  t  liioghr  per  nitto  lo 
Ipazio  della  rivolunonc  dc*  poli  m^netjci ;  tavola  da  me 
ftingo  tempo  fa  comindata,  e  che  avrei  aiichc  lungo 
tempo  fa  compiuta  fe  areffi  avuta  la  forte  d'  incontrare 
im  g^ufto  incoragg^ento. 
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From  the  Foundation  of  diatMonarchjr  to  duprdeat  Time)  ' 

Shewing  hs  Connexions   mth  the  ieveral  European 
Powers,  and  particularly  mch  Great -Britain. 

nORTUGALy  of  all  kii^oms  in  the  world,  is  the 
'  moft  dependent  upon  Great-Britain  i  and  the  Britiflt 
nation  reaps  more  benefit  &om  Portugal^  than  &om  at^ 
other  country :  upon  which  account,  it  is  an  interelting 
fubjeft  to  (hew  the  ftate  of  Portugal,  and  its  'connexions 
with  Great'BritaiH. 

Portugal,  as  wj:!!  as  Spain,  fell  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Moors,  in  the  reign  of  Rodmc  the  laft  king  of  the 
Gothic  line :  but,  in  lo^j,  Aphmje  VI.  king  rf  Cajtik 
and  Leon,  eftablilhed  Henrys  one  of  the  princes  of  Bur- 
pmijy  upon  the  throne  o(  Portugal;  whofe  foa  ji^onfi 
obtiuned  a  complete  victory  over  the  five  Moorijh  kings  j 

•  Proot  the  Univerlid  Vifiter,  Feb.  l^^6. 


)  by  Google 


REFLECTIONS,    &c.        191 

in  remembrance'of  which,  five  ftandards  are,  to  this  dxf, 
borne  ip  .the  arms  of  Portugal.  By  the  afmbmcc  of  a 
fieet  &txn  the  Netberlandst  he  took  Z^om,  in  1 147,  and 
rendered  the  crown  hereditary  in  his  family.  From  his 
deadi,  R>  that  of  Ferdinand,  in  1383,  there  were  eight 
princes ;  but  with  him  ended  the  race  of  the  firft  kings 
of  Portugal  i  and  the  crown  came  to  JobHj  'the  natural 
fon  of  kii%  Peter,  who  was  the  predecelTor  of  Fer^nand. 
Seb^ian  was  the  iixth  in  defcent  from  John ;  and  was  fo 
fond  of  &me,  that  he  undertook  an  expedidon  in  favour 
nS  Muley  Mahomet,  king  of  Moretco,  whom  his  brother 
AhliTf  MoUuco  had  drove  from  his  dominions :  but  Se- 
hafiian  was  defeated  7X  Akacer  in  Africa,  in  1578,  in  a 
batdc  remarkable  for  the  death  of  three  kings  on  the 
field  i  SAaftian,  and  MuUj  Mahomet,  bang  flain  in  the 
adion,  while  ALiiey  M>lluce  died  of  a  fever  during  the 
eng^^ment.  Sebajtian  was  fucceeded  by  his  uncle  Hemj, 
irfio  died  in  1580,  i^^en  Phil^U.  of  Spam  invaded 
Portugai,  which  he  united  to  Cajlile:  but,  in  1640,  the 
Portugueze  nobihty  fliook  off  the  Spamjb  yoke,  and  pro- 
clumed  the  duke  of  Braganza  king,  by  the  name  of 
John  IV.  who  bad  a  vifible  right  to  the  crown,  and  was. 
in  poflefiion  of  a  fourth  part  of  the  kingdom,  which  hr 
bravely  defiinded  againft  the  SpoMtrdt,  whet,  in  1668, 
gave  up  all  pretentions  m  Portugal;  and  his  prelent 
Portugueze  m^efty  is  die  great  grandfon  of  John  IV. 

There  is  fcarce  a  ftatt  in  Europe,  having  the  title  of 
a  kingdom,  and  a  peculiar  king,  of  lefs  extent  than 
Portugal,  tvtn  including  the  litde  kingdom  ofAlgarva, 
wluch  was  added  to  it  in  the  rdgn  ofJlpbm/6  III.  about 
the  year  1246,  as  the  portion  rf  his  mfc  Beatrice, 

daughter 
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daughter  crf"  ^Adjj*  king  of  CaJHk;  but  there  art;  fe» 
eotintrics  which  have  fo  extenfiv*  a  commerce,  «•  diiU: 
ftrolecute  trade  with  giy^er  reputation.  Its  grciu  cwi- 
qoefts  in  both  the  IittSes,  its  eftablilhments  in  fevcral 
parts  of  the  confh  of  yfrica,  and  its  pofTeffion  of  the 
•Madeirs,  Aa>res,  Mid  Cirpe-Verd  iflands,  had  for  a  con- 
fidcrable  time  fnpported  this  commerce ;  and  its  origi-  , 
nsT  fplendor  might  ffill  have  been  preferved,  if  Portugal 
had  not  been  unhappily  annexed  to  Spain.  For  the  f*^- 
tugaeze  were  ditpofitflcd  of  fcvcral  places  by  the  l>Htcb% 
and,  rfiotigh  they  afterwards  repoflefled  themfelves  of 
Brazrl,  and  were  reftortd  to  moft  of  their  forts  and  efta- 

-  bllfiimcnts  on  the  African  tfoaft,  yet  they  could  never 
afterwards  properly  re-eftablifh  themfelvcs  in  the  Eajf- 
hidier. 

•  Itwas  John  n.  who  died  in  1495,  thatlwd  die  fiwn- 
darion  of  die  trade  of  Portugaii  by  forming  a  projeft  for 
the  navigation  to  tire  Eafi-Indtts,  which  was  accomplilh- 
ed  in  die  reign  of  his  fiicceflbr  'Emanuel:  and,  in  1500, 
Brazil  wa&  accidentally  difcovered  by  Peter  j^arez  Ca^ 
fraRi :  fo  that  fuch  immenfe  riches  were  brought  into 
Portugdy  during  the  reign  of  Emanuelj  that  it  has  been 

>riuaHy  called.  The  golden  age.  But  the  fatal  ftrokc  to 
the  Pt/rtugueze  trade  was  ftrock  before  the  line  of  Sra~. 
ganza  afcended  the  throne }  and  yobn  IV.  was  obHged  t6 
make  peace  widi  the  Dutch,  in  1661,  after  they  had 
taken  Malacca,  and  all  on  the  coafta  of  Ceylcn  and  Caro- 
wandel,  together  with  Gmasur,  and  mber  places  on  the 
coflft  of  Malabar.  Peter,  who  began  his  reign  in  168  j, 
would  not  fit  a  tame  fpeftaror  in  the  difpuies  which  arofc 
OB  account  of  die  Spanijb  fuccdBon  -,  but  he  rcceiTcd 
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no  benefit  for  his  trouble:  and  his  GiccdJar,  J^  V. 
became  fenllble  that  it  was  his  immediate  intereft  to 
fiudy  the  promotioa  of  trade,  and  avoid  engaging  in 
any  of  the  quarrels  -which  might  embroil  the  other  Eu- 
ropean powers  j  while  he  took  care  to  obferve  a  &ii& 
neutrality. 

Though  the  trade  of  Portugal  is  at  prcfcnt  very  conji- 
derable,  it  is  nothing  in  comparifon  to  what  it  was  for- 
merly, when  all  the  riches  of  the  Perfiox  Gulpb,  jh-aHof 
the  ftaces  of  the  Megbslj  the  other  coafts  of  Tvdia,  C£»m, 
Japan,  and  all  tlw  LOands  of  thatvaftput  of  the  ocean, 
were  aflembled  at  Goa,  the  capital  of  the  Portupieze 
conquefts  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  arrived  at  Lifion  in 
numerous  fleets,  to  be  from  thence  diftributed  among 
all  the  nations  of  Europe  by  the  hands  of  the  Portugueze 
abne.  However,  the  trade  to  the  Brazils  is  ftill  very 
great,  and  carried  on  folely  by  the  Portugueze  themfelves, 
who  difcovered  the  firft  mine  of  gold  there,  in  1680  j 
and  after  this,  many  others  were  found,  that  have  pro- 
dig^oufty  eoriched  the  Eurcpean  world,  as  they  fumilh 
j,ooo,ooo/.  fterling  of  gold  every  year,  a  fifth  of  which 
belongs  to  the  .king.  The  diamond  mines  are  fanned 
by  his  Portu^ttTx  majcfty  to  a  company  ac  Rio  Janarot 
fof  the  annual  rent  of  138,000  cniladoes,  or  26,000/. 
flerling :  and  the  Bra:al  wood  alfo  produces  to  the  value 
of  30,000/^  annually.  But  this  treafure  is  dilSpated 
among  th?  other  Eurcfeaji  powers,  who  fomilh  Portugal 
with  ^  moft  confuierable  articles  of  trade  j  particularly 
the  Eagiijb,  Dutch,  Frencby  and  Hamhurghert, 

Portugal  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  coaft  of  the  jft- 
lantic  ocean,  about  300  miles  in  length  from  north  to  . 
O  footh, 
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feuth,  and  genenBjr  ibout  lOo  mHes  in  breiddi  from 
eaft  to  weft.  The  dimace  a  very  fine  -,  and  the  air  is 
efteemed  a$  wboUcHne  as  any  in  Eanpe,  notwithftandii^ 
itlies  fo&ributh.  the  great  heats  being  commonly  tern- 
'  pered  by  die  iea-breeze.  The  coontry  is  fruitful,  eipe- 
ciaUy  its  vallies,  and  many  <^  its  pluns>  in  wine,  ml, 
£uit5,  and  grain :  but  cheir  crops  of  the  latter -are  of  all 
the  ffloft  uncertain,  and  particukrl^  for  wheat ;  c^irfiich 
grufl,  the  great  city  (^  l^^  never  recoved,  even  in 
die  moft  fanrour^^  years,  more  than  a  durd  part  of  the 
native  growdis  fiir  its  annua]  confumption ;  and  near  the 
&me  proportion  is  wanting  of  bariey,  for  the  feeding  of 
ihdrcatde. 

It  will  take  up  too  mudi  dme,  at  prefeit,  to  enter 
into  A  ^fcuHion  of  the  general  trade  of  PortugtU  whh 
other  countries  j  but  it  is  requifite  to  make  a  ftw  obfer- 
rauons  upon  the  trade  between  it  and  Great-Britm  j  as 
alfo  to  Aiew  how  necefTary  it  is  for  Greal-BritMin  to  ma-- 
ftifeft  a  friendfiitp  for  Portugal, 

The  Portagueze  principally  depend '  on  the  fuccours 
and  fupplies  of  other  nations,  both  for  their  proteftion 
and  fubfiftencc.  Their  native  poverty  was  fo  great  on 
tht  difcovcry  of  thdr  gold  mines,  that  they  would  have 
found  it  impoflible  to  have  worked  them,  bnt  from  the 
credit  given  by  other  countries,  and  particularly  Grau- 
Britain,  in  the  ncceflary  <ximmodides  fin-  diat  purpolli. 
As  their  returns  of  btrilion  augmented,  their  credk  from 
the  A*/^  nation,  and,  by  degrees,  fr<Hn  all  <^er  coun- 
tries, grew  greater :  and,  diou^  now  confider^ly  en- 
riched themfelves,  they  fiill  work  thdr  very  mines,  cany 
on  idmoft  ^  thdr  colony  commerce,  and  much  of  theit' 
3  home 
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hotne  trade,  with  foreign  capitals.  For  they  are  ^rufted 
tridi  aH  kinds  of  Q^c  till  the  returns  conie  round :  in- 
fbnnuch  that  the  merchants  of  otlicr  countries  not  Only 
ftand  the  difburfe  of  the  coft  of  their  goods,  and  the 
charges  of  tranfporting  ^m  to  Perugalt  buf  alfo  of  the 
duties,  till  the  returns  fcff-  them  arrive. 

Parii^al  pays  a  great  ballance  in  fpecie  to  die  coon- 
tries  up  Ac  Baltic  i  as  alfo  to  the  United  Provinces.,  Freaice, 
and  Safy.  The  Portugueze  even  pay  a  ballance  to  Spain : 
but  no  nation  is  more  eflential  in  commerce  to  them 
than  Great-Britain,  who  fomiflies  them  with  the  necef- 
faries  of  Ufc,  and  chiefly  receives  articles  of  luxury.  The 
treaty  made  between  queen  j^e,  and  Peter  II.  of  Pcr- 
ti^ai,  is  fufficicnt  to  fbcvt  the  neceflity  of  «  proper  un^ 
derftanding,  and  perpetud  friendlhip,  between  both 
crowns  t  fw  Portugal  is  thereby  for  ever  to  admit  the 
wooUcn  mamjfafhifes  of  the  Britms  i  and  Gt-eai"  Britain 
it  to  admit  die  irines  of  Portugal,  for  one-third  lels  duty 
than  tiie  mnes  of  France,  h  will  be  attended  widi  too 
much  prolixity  to  enumerate  all  the  articles  of  trade  im- 
ported  and  exported  benffeen  both  countries :  they  are 
fcciprofially  advantageous }  and  the  ballance  is  greatiy 
in  favour  of  Great-Britain,  whofe  intcrrft  it  is  to  pro- 
teet  Portugal,  and  the  Portugueze  are  fcniiblc  how  much 
Aey  oilg^t  to  rely  on  the  fricndfti  ip  of  Hhe  Briti^  nation. 

Indeed,  Portugal  once  feemed  blind  to  her  own  inter- 
eft  :  for  king  Peter,  when  the  Spanijb  fucceflion  was  diC- 
puted,  at  firft  Tided  wth  the  duke  of  A^ea  i  by  conclud- 
ing a  treaty  with  Franect  whereby  he  agreed  to  acknow- 
ledge P^lip  V.  as  king  of  Spain ;  and  that  no  Iheher 
fbmlld  be  |pvai  m  the  Portugueze  ports,  to  E^Jb  or 
O  3  Dutlf, 
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Duicb,  m  cafe  of  their  declaring  for  the  archduke,  nctf 
any  attempts  of  theirs  ^ainft  the  two  crowns  be  feconded 
in  Portugal.  France  was  to  give  the  kii^  of  Portugal  a 
fubfidy  i  and  to  aflift  in  recovering  the  ^  ef  Ceflom 
from  the  DMch.  But  thefc  engagements  with  Fremt 
could  not  prevwl  iipon  the  court  of  Lifim  to  acknow- 
ledge the  Pretender  for  king  of  EngUmd;  notwithfland- 
ing  the  prefling  ihftanccs  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofi> 
His  Portugueze  nujefty  foon  defertcd  France,  and  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  the  allies :  in  confequence  of  which, 
he  alGItcd  the  archduke  in  the  conqucft  of  Spain.  The 
Portuguexe  troai^  have  been  ftigmatized  for  their  mif- 
behaviour  at  the  battle  of  Jlmanza :  but  this  was  owing 
to  a  young  {lobility  who  were  unufed  to  arms,  and  let 
a  bad  example  to  their  men,  who  behaved  well  when 
they  were  incoipcu-ated  among  the  Britift)  foldiers.  How- 
,cver,  the  kingdom  of  i'ercujfd/ was  brought  into  immi- 
pent  danger  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  only  ftipu- 
laced  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Portugueze;  nor  was  aiy  treaty  concluded  between  them 
till  the  year  1715. 

When  the  king  of  Portugal,  in  1709,  had  formed  a 
projed  to  prevent  the  extradion  of  bullion  j  he  was  told 
by  I-ord  Galway,  "  that,  according  to  the  diftribua<ai 
*'  of  things  by  Providence,  riches  belong  to  fome  n*- 
"  cions,  and  induftry  to  others  j  by  which  means  tfw 
'f  liberality  of  heaven  is  made  equal  to  all.  That,  thofc 
'*  nations,  who  are  gainers  by  their  trade  with  Portt^al, 
"  thereby  become  her  natural  guarantees.  That,  his 
*f  m^efly  had  powerful  enemies,  and  required  power- 
«  ful  friends.  That,  the  ambition  of  France  knew  no 
"  boundBj 
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•*  bounds ;  and  the  pride  of  Spain  would  teach  Her  to 
"  keep  up  a  perpetual  claim  to  the  territories  and  crown 
*•  of  Portugal.  That,  his  majcfty  had  no  recourfe  to 
"  fhiftrate  thofe  views,  and  defeitt  the  endeavours  rf 
"  thofe  pocentaas,  but  to  die  maritinne  powers.  And, 
■'  therefore,  (his  lordfliip)  defired  Ms  majefty^  co  confi- 
*•  der,  that  every  pngeft  to  diftrcfi  them,  was  in  effed 
"  a  fcheme  to  deftroy  himfelf." 

From  that  time,  die  crown  of  Vortugal  has  mnked 
at  die  extraftion  of  gold  and  filvo*.  It  is  necelBuy  flie 
Ihould  do  lb :  becaufe,  widi  Sptati  for  an  hereditary  ene- 
my; andircRK';  a  6ienddiat  ihedares  not  truftj  where 
can  Pertitgaly  too  we^  to  defend  herfelf,  look  for  aa 
.  able  and  trufty  ally  ?  To  no  where  but  to  Great-Briftm, 
which  is  the  only  nation  that  ever  has  been,  can,  vt 
win  be,  the  fafe,  trulfy,  and  honourable  fupporterof 
PortugaL  The  EngUJb  gcncroufly  helped  them  in  their 
emancipation  from  the  Sfoaijb  yoke,  and  have  protefted 
them  in  it  ever  fmce.  If  a  fquabble  happened  in  OU- 
wr's  time,  it  was  from  an  indifcretion  irf"  the  court  ci 
Periugai,  which  they  paid  heartily  for ,  and,  on  their 
becoming  infer,  England  became  their  friend  again.  Our 
CharUj  II.  married  their  Infanta,  in  preference  to  all 
other  princefles  j  and  ccmcluded  a  treaty  with  ^pbunfi 
VI.  whereby  Great-Britain  is  to  fuccour  them  in  times 
of  need,  and  particularly  with  a  naval  force  adequate  tu 
the  heceflity  of  their  demand.  In  confequence  of  which, 
*i  1735*  O-eai-Britain  fent  a  fleet  to  proteA  Portugal 
from  the  refentment  of  Spain,  which  cofl  the  Britijb  go- 
vonment  above  a  million  fterling :  and  it  is  our  duty, 
O  3  as 
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«s  veU  as  iatercA,  to  gnnt  the  fame  protection  when- 
ever it  is  required. 

The  ob&rvflnce  of  nKional  fath  has  always  made 
Great- Brit/tin  the  beft  frieiid  of  Portugal  j  who,  in  her 
I&te  (Iresdiiil  caUn^iry,  has  ieafonably  and  bountifully 
experienced  the  charity  and  generofity  of  Briiau.  Our 
mi^rchanta  want  a  confirmation  of  feme  pFivilegej  in 
Portugal ;  and  his  moft  futbful  majefty  is  readily  difpoTcd 
fo  oblige  jhem.  He  is  a  mofl  ^uniubk  and  cxcefirnt 
inonarch :  he  confuUi  nothing  fi>  much  as  the  lu^pinel$ 
of  bis  fubje£ts :  and  the  &tftl  event  that  has  happened 
in  his  pictFOpohs,  oi  Lijbtm,  as  well  as  (he  other  parts 
of  his  dominions,  has  g^ven  inex{M'el!ibte  concern  to  the 
inh^i^nts  of  Zjmdfim  and  Ihewn  an  unprecedented  ex- 
ample of  the.  hoi]$}ur,  friendfhip,  and  humanity  of  the 
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To    tH«    V  I  S  t  T  fi  R. 
S   I   R, 

iKmiw  ntt  wiat  af^iy  ta  itiake  ftr  the  UttU  MJ^tatimt 
^hUb  I  havejaitt  and  wbith  I  will  not  doty  that  Ibavt 
/aavoithd^ffitbatyoujbottldfrnt  if.  I hevrihat Mdmom 
•  nitien  is  vay/eUpmpateftdt  mi  that  authors  are  eimneiUly 
eboieric  i  yetj  J  hoptt  that  yout  and  every  iti^artial  reader, 
uiil  he  cotrvinced,  that  I  bilend  the  benefit  (f  the  pubiiCj  and 
the  advancement  of  hto^fledge  -,  and  that  every  reader^  into 
•whofehands  tbtsjhail  k^fen  tofelif  imllrank  bimjelf  among 
th^e  vb»  ar(  tp  ^  exceed  Jrem  general  cenfiire. 

I  anu  Sir,  your  humble  jervant. 

Scire  veUm  qUare  toties  mihi,  Ntevoie,  tri^ 

Qctwrrii  fronte  ebduBd,  teu  Ma0a  visitts,  Juv. 

THERE  !»no^<rf'n«urc,  or  cfFeft  of  art,  how- 
ever beneficial  to  mankind,  which  either  by  cafual 
iaifiaAom,  or  fbdiflt  perveHionsi  is  not  rometimea  mif- 
*  Fion  th«  Uuveifftl  Vifiter,  Apnl.  175& 

O  4  chievous. 
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chievous.  Whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  happinefs, 
may  be  made  Ukcwifc  the  caufe  of  mifery.  The  medi- 
cine, which  r^tly  applied,  has  power  to  cure,  has, 
when  raflincfi  or  ignorance  prefcribes  it,  the  lame  power 
to  deftroy. 

I  have  computed,  at  fome  hours  of  leifure,  the  lofs 
and  gain  ai  literature,  and  fet  l^e  p^n  which  it  produces 
agunit  the  pieafure.  Such  calculaticms  are  indeed  at  a 
great  diftance  fi-om  mathematical  exafbiefs,  as  they  arife 
from  the  induction  of  a  few  particulars,  and  6x»m  ob- 
fervations  made  rather  according  to  the  temper  of  the 
computift,  than  the  nature  of  things.  But  fuch  a  nar- 
row furvey  as  can  be  taken,  mil  eafily  fliew  that  letters 
caufe  many  bleffings,  and  inflict  nuny  calamities  ;  diat 
there  is  fcarcely  an  individual  who  fnay  not  cot^der 
them  as  immediately  or  mediately  influencing  his  life* 
aj  they  are  chief  inflrumcnts  of  conveying  knowledge, 
and  tranfmitting  fentiments ;  and  almoft  every  man  learns, 
by  their  means,  all  that  is  right  or  wrong  in  his  fenti- 
ments and  conduct. 

If  letters  were  confidercd  only  as  means  of  pleafure, 
it  might  well  be  doubted  in  what  degree  of  efldmatJOn 
they  fhould  be  held ;  but  when  they  arc  referred  to  ne- 
ceffity,  the  controverfy  is  at  an  end :  it  foon  appears, 
that  though  they  may  fometimes  incommode  us,  yet 
human  life  would  fcarcely  rife,  without  them,  above  the 
common  exiftence  of  animal  nature :  we  might  indeed 
breathe  and  eat  in  univerfai  ignorance,  i)ut  muft  want 
all  that£^ves  pleafure  or  fecuiity,  all  the  emb^UiAMnents 
and  delights,  and  moS:  of  the  cotiy^pieni^e^  and  com-* 
fotts  of  our^prefept  condition,       ,    . 

Lite- 
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Literature  is  a  kind  of  inteUedtual  light,  which,  like 
the  light  of  the  fun,  may  fometimes  enable  us  to  fee 
■wh^  we  do  not  like  j  but  who  would  wifti  to  efcape  un- 
plcafing  objcfts,  by  condemning  himfelf  to  perpetual 
darknefs  i 

Since,  therefore,  letters  are  thus  indifpenfably  nccef- 
fary,  fuice  we  cannot  perfuade  ourfclves  to  lofe  their 
benefits  for  the  fake  of  efcaping  their  mifchiefs,  it, is 
worth  our  lerious  enquiry,  how  their  benefits  may  be  io- 
creafed,  and  their  mifchiefs  leflened ;  by  what  means 
dw  harveft  of  our  {hidies  may  afford  us  more  com  and 
lefs  chaff;  and  how  the  rofes  of  the  gardet^s  of  Icience 
may  gratify  us  more  with  their  fragrance,  and  prick  us 
lefs  with  their  thorns. 

I  iliall  not,  at  prefent,  mention  the  more  formidable 
evils  which  the  mifapplicaiion  of  literature  produces,  nor 
fpeak  of  churches  infe£tcd  with  herefy,  ftates  inflamed 
widi  fedidon,  or  fchools  infatuated  with  hypothetical 
fiftions.  Thefe  are  evib  which  mankind  have  always 
lamented,  and  which,  till  mankind  grow  wiie  and  models, 
they  muft,  I  am  afraid,  continue  to  lament,  without 
hope  of  remedy.  I  (hall  now  touch  only  on  fome  lighter 
and  lefe  extenfive  evils,  yet  fuch  as  are  fufficiently  heavy 
to  diofe  that  feel  them,  and  are  of  late  fo  widely  dif- 
fufed,  as  to  deferve,  though  perhaps  not  the  notice  of 
the  l^flature,  yet  the  confideration  of  thofe  whofe  bc- 
'nevolence  inclines  them  to  a  voluntary  care  of  public 
happinels. 

It  was  long  ^o  obferved  by  Firgil,  and  I  fuppofe  by 
maiy  before  him,  that  Bees  do  mt  make  hone^  for  their 
tttm  *fe  i  die  Iwcets  which  they  coUed  in  their  laborious 
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excurfiotis,  and  ftore  up  in  dieir  luv»with  fo  much 
IkUl,  arc  feized  by  thole  ^rik>'  h»vc  contxibuted  neither 
toil  nor  art  to  the  coUeftion }  sitd  the  poor  anim^  is 
cither  deftroytd  by  the-  idrado-,  at.  left  ti>  ihift  without 
a  fupply.  The  condition  is  nearly  the  fame  of  tiie  ga- 
therer of  hooey,  and  the  gasherer  of  luiowledge.  The 
he  aad  the  mi^ier  work  alike  fi^r  others  and  often  lofe 
the  profit  of  tbelr  labour.  The  cafe,  therefore,  of  au- 
thors, however  hitherto  negledcd,  may  claim  regard. 
Every  body  of  men  is  important  according  to  the  joint 
I^p<»ti(Hi  of  their  ufefiilnefs  and  their  raimber.  Indi- 
vtduats,  however  they  may  excel,  cannot  hope  to  be 
coflfidered  lingly  as  of  great  weight  in  the  pcditical  bal> 
lance  j  and  multitudes,  though  thicy  may,  merefy  by 
their  bulk,  demand  fome  notice,  are  yet  not  of  much 
viiaCf  unlefs  they  contribute  to  e^l^  die  burthen  of  fb- 
ciety,  by  po-<^erating  to  its  profperity, 

Of  the  nien,  whofe  condition  wc  are  now  examinii^ 
the  ufefulnefs  never  was  difputcd ;  they  are  known  to 
be  die  gitat  diffeminacors  of  knowledge,  and  guardians 
of  the  common-wealth ;  and  of  late  their  number  hav^ 
been  fo  much  increaied,  that  they  are  become  a  very 
conliucuom  part  of  the  naiioiu  It  is  not  now,  as  iq 
fprmer  rimes,  when  men  fhidied  lon^  and  pa£k  tbroogjh 
the  feverides  of  difcipline,.  and  the  pit>bauon  of  public 
triak,  before  they  prefumed  to  think  themfelves  quali«^ 
fied  for  inftniSor*  of  their  countrymen ;  there  is  found 
a  nearer  way  to  fame  and  cnidirion,  and  ttie  tncloTures- 
of  -  liCEvature  are  thrown  «pcn- to  every  man  whom  idie- 
fie&  dtfpo&s  «a  kisa^  or  whom  pride  inclines  to  fet 
imt&tC  t»  wv,    Tbfr  iaiiac  yubliihes  hi>  JQumal>  the 
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fanner  writes  the  procds  of  his  annual  l^ur;  he  that 
fuccecds  in  his  trade  thinks"  his  wealth  a  proof  c£  his 
anderfbuiding,  and  boldly  tutors  the  pukdicj  he  diac 
feUs,  confiders  his  mifcaniage  as  the  confequence  <^  m 
c^Bcity  too  great  for  the  bufine&  of  a  fhop,  and  amufe* 
biinfdf  in  die  Fleet  with  writing  «■  tranfladng.  The 
kft  century  imagined,  that  a  man,  compofing  in  hb 
chariot}  was  a  new  objeft  of  curiofiiyj  but  how  much 
would'  the  wonder  haye  been  increaied  by  a  footman  fta- 
dyitig  betund  it  ?  There  is  now  no  clafs  of  men  vnthout 
its  audiors,  froiii  die  peer  to  the  direfher ;  nor  can  div 
ibns  of  iitefanve  be  confined  any  longer  to  Gruh-firat 
or  MMr/Mis )  dicy  are  l^iread  ovtr  all  the  tpwn  and  alt 
die  cdontry,  and  fiH  eveiy  ftagt  of  hafcstaiioil-  &om  tike 
ceUar  to  the  g^uret. 

It  is  well  known,  chat' thej»ice  of  commodities  ntiA 
always  fall  as  the  quantity  is  increafed,  and  thaC  do  trade 
tan  allow  its  profeficm  to  be  mi^plied  beyond  a  ccr— 
t^  number.  The  great  mifery  of  writers  prooecdc 
lirom  their  mulutudc;  We  ca&ly  perceive  that  in  a  na-> 
oen  of  clothiers,  no  man  could  have  any  cloth  to  mako 
but  for  his  own  back  -,  that  in  a  cnnmunity  of  baker* 
every  man  muft  ufe  tua  own  bread  i  and  what  can  bo 
the  cafe  of  a  nadon*  of  authors,  but  that  every  maa 
awA  be  content  to  read  hi)  book  to  himfelf  ?  For  &rdy 
ii  is  vain  to  hope,  dial  of  men  l^Murii^  at  the  fame 
occupation,  any  will  prefer  die  work  of  his  neighbour 
DO  bis  own ;  yet  this  expe£tatton,  wild  as  ic  is,  fcenu  to 
be  indulged  by  many  of  the  wridt^  race,  and  therefore 
it  caa  be  no  wooder,  that  like  aU  odw  men  Tifao  fuffet^ 
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rheir  minds  to  form  inconfidentte  hopes,  they  arc  har- 
rafTed  and  dejected  with  frequent  di^ppoiatments. 

If  I  were  to  form  an  adage  of  mifery,  or  fix  the  loweft 
point  to  which  humanity  could  fail,  I  {hould  be  tempted 
to  name  the  life  of  an  author.  Miny  univerial  compa- 
rilbns  there  are  by  wtuch  miiery  is  expre&d.  We  talk 
of  a  man  teazed  like  a  bear  at  the  ftake,  tormented  like 
a  toad  under  a  harrow,  or  hunted  like  a  dog  with  a  ftick 
at  his  tail ;  all  thefe  are  indeed  ftates  of  uneafinels,  but 
what  are  they  to  the  life  of  an  author !  of  an  author 
wmried  l^  critics,  tormented  by  his  bookfeUer,  and 
hunttd  by  his  creditors.  Yet  fuch  muft  be  the  cafe 
of  many  among  the  retailers  of  knowledge,  while  they 
continue  thus  to  fwarm  over  the  land ;  and  whether  it 
be  by  propagation  or  OMitagion,  produce  new  writeri 
n>  h^hten  the  general  diftrefc,  to  incr^ie  confiifion, 
and  hallen  &mine. 

Having  long  ftudied  the  varieties  of  life,  I  can  gucft 
by  every  man's  walk,  or  dr,  to  what  ftatc  of  the  com- 
munity he  belongs.  Every  man  has  noted  the  legs  of 
a  taylor,  and  the  gait  of  a  feaman  j  and  a  little  extenfion 
of  his  phyfiognomicaJ  acquifitions,  will  teach  him  to  dif- 
tinguiih  the  countenance  of  an  author.  Ic  is  my  prac-  ' 
rice,  when  I  am  in  want  of  amufcment,  to  place  myfelf 
for  an  hour  at  Tet^-Bar,  or  any  other  narrow  pafs 
much  frequented,  and  examine  one  by  one  ■  the  looks 
of  the  paflengers ;  and  I  have  commonly  found,  that, 
between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  four,  every  fixth  man 
is  an  author.  They  are  fektom  to  be  feen  very  early  in 
the  morning,  or  fa^  in  the  evening  but  about  dinner 
time  they  are  all  in  motion,  and  have  one  uniform  ea- 
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gemds  in  thnr  &ces,  which  ^ves  little  (^iportuaity  of 
difceming  thdr  hopes  .or  fean,  their  pkafurea  or  their 
pains. 

But,  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  have  all  dined,  or 
compofed  themfelveis  to  pafs  the  day  without  a  dinner, 
their  paflions  have  full  play,  and  I  can  perceive  one  man 
wondering  at  the  Ihipidity  of  the  public,  by  which  his 
new  book  has  been  totally  n^le£i:ed ;  anodier  curfuig 
the  French  who  fright  away  literary  curiofity  by  their 
threats  (^  an  invalion ;  another  fwearing  at  his  booldel- 
ler,  who  wjll  advance  no  money  without  copy  •,  another 
peruTing,  as  he  walks,  his  publifher's  bill ;  another  mur- 
nniring  at  an  unaniwerable  criticilin  1  anodier  deter- 
iiuning  to  write  no  more  to  a  generation  of  barbatiahs ; 
and  another  refolving  to  try  once  again,  whether  he  can- 
not awaken  the  drowfy  world  to  a  fenfe  of  his  merit. 

It  fbmetimes  happens,  that  there  may  be  remarked 
among  them  a  fmile  c^  complacence,  or  a  ftrut  of  ek" 
vacioni  but  if  theft  favourites  of  fortune  are  carefully 
watched  for  a  few  days,  they  feldom  ful  to  fliew  the 
franTitorinefs  of  human  felicity ;  the  creft  falls,  the  gaiety 
is  ended,  and  there  appear  evideiu  tokens  of  a  fuccefs- 
fiil  rival,  or  a  fickle  patron. 

.  But  of  all  authors,  thofe  arc  the  moft  wretched,  who 
exhibit  their  produ^oqs  on  the  theatre,  and  who  ate  to 
jaopiiiate  firit  the  manager,  and  then  die,  public.  Many 
an  humble  vifitant  have  I  followed  to  the  doors  of  theft 
brds  of  the  drama,  ften  him  touch  tho  knocker  with 
a  Ihaking  hand,  and,  after  long  deliberation,  adven- 
ture  to  folicit  entrance  by  a  fing^  knock :  but  I  never 
ftaid  to  fee  them  come  out  6:0m  their  audience,  becaufe 
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my  beartis  tender,  and  being  {vh^eB:  to  frights  in  bed^ 
I  would  not  vWf^Y  dream  of  «i  audur. 

That  the  number  of  authors  is  dtfproportion^tfe  t« 
the  maincainanccwltich  the  public  Teems  willing  toaflign 
them }  ^ac  th«c  is  fieicher  [H-aile  nor  meat  for  all  Triia 
write,  is  eppareat  from  dus ;  diat,  like  wolves  in  long 
winters,  they  are  forced  to  prey  on  <rae  another.  The 
Reviewers  and  Crifkal  Skewers,  the  Rtmtrkers  and  Ex~ 
ammers,  can  fetisfy  their  hunger  only  by  devouring  their 
Iwerfircn.  I  am  far  from  imagining  tiiat  they  are  na- 
turally more  ravenous  or  blood-thiifty  than  thofe  on 
whom  they  fall  with  fo  much  violence  and  fijiy ;  but 
they  arc  hungry,  and  hunger  muft  be  farisfied  s  and  thefe 
CiTages>  when  their  b^ies  are  full,-  will  fawn  on  thofe 
whom  they  nov.'  bite. 

The  refuk  of  all  thete  confiderations  amounts  only 
to  this,  diat  the  number  of  .writers  muft  at  Ufi:  be-  lef- 
kst6t  but  by-what  method  this  great  defign  can-lie  eC' 
compliftied,  is  noccafily-dilcovered.  It  was  lat(dy^<o^ 
pofedj  diat  every  man  who  kept  a  dog  fhould  pay  a 
certain  tax,  which,  as  the  con&iver  of  ways  and  mean* 
wiry  judicioufly  obfcrvedt  would  either  dcflroy  the  dogs, 
or  bring  in  money.  Perhaps  it  might  be  proper  to  hy 
feme .  fuch  tax  apon  authors,  only  xht  payment  muft- be 
IdTened  m  prx^onion  -as  the  animid,  upon  vriudi  it  is 
tai&d,  is  lc&  neceSary ;  for  many  a  man  that  wotdd  ^ay 
&r-hi»  dog,,  wa-difmifs  lus  dediettor.  Perhaps,  H 
any  one,  «4id  employed- or  harboorcd  an  author,  wa* 
t^atdai  a  getM  a  year,  it  would  lufficicndy"  lefTen  thf 
wxtt&aix  mdunx  4efixoying  die  QkcIcs. 
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Bat  no  great  alteradoD  is  to  be  anemptca  raflily. 
We  miift  confider  how  Ac  authors,  wbidi  this  tax  fhall 
ezchide  from  their  trade,  arc  to  be  employed.  The 
nets  ufcd  in  the  berring-fifieij  can  fiimifh  work  but  for 
few,  uid  not  many  can  be  employed  as  labourers  at  die 
ioandation  of  the  »«»  bridge.  There  muft,  therefore, 
4>e  fome  orfier  fchemc  formed  for  their  accommodation, 
whidi  Ac  prefent  ftate  of  affan  may  eafily  fuppljr.  It 
fa  wdl  known,  that  great  efforts  have  been  lately  made 
to  man  die  fleet,  and  augment  die  army,  and  loud  com- 
t^ntt  are  made  of  ufeful  hands  forced  away  from  rfieir 
AmiKcs  into  die  fervice  of  the  crown.  This  ofFenfive 
exertion  of  power  may  be  eafily  avoided,  by  opening 
a  few  houfes  for  ^tt  entert^ment  of  difcarded  authors 
who  would  enter  into  the  fervice  with  great  alacrity,  as 
moft  of  rfiem  are  zealous'friends  of  every  prefent  go- 
Tcntment ;  many  of  them  are  men  of  able  bodies  and 
ftrong  limbs,  qualified  at  leaft  as  well  for  the  mujket  as 
ikt  fen  i  diey  are,  perhaps,  at  prefent  a  linle  emaciated 
vtA  tnfecbled,  but  wotdd  foon  recover  their  ftrength  and 
llelh  widi  good  quarters  and  prefent  pay. 

There  are  fome  reafons  for  which  they  may  fecm  par^ 
ticularly  qua^fied  for  a  military  life.  They  are  «fed  to 
fiifFcr  want  of  every  kind  j  they  arc  accuftomed  to  obey 
the  word  of  command  from  their  patrons  and  their 
bookfellers  j  diey  have  ^dways  paflcd  a  life  of  hazard 
and  adventure,  unceitain  ^at  may  be  their  ftate  on  the 
next  day }  and,  what  is  of  yet  more  importance,  they 
have  fong  made  dieir  minds  ^miliar  to  danger,  by  de- 
feriptioM  of  bloody  bsctln;,  daring  undettidcings,  and 
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wonderful  cfci^jes.  They  have  thrir  memories  Saoscd 
with  all  the  ftratagems  of  war,  and  have  over  and  over 
praAifed  u;  dieir  clofets  the  expedients  of  diflxels,  the 
exultadon  of  triumph,  and  the  rcfignation  of  heroes  fi^- 
tenced  to  dcflradion. 

Some  indeed  there  are,  who  by  often  changing  fides 
in  controverfy,  may  g^ve  juft  fufpicion  of  their  fidelity, 
aad  whom  I  Ihould  think  likely  to  defert  for  the  plea^ 
fure  of  defertion,  or  for  a  farthing  a  month  advanced  in 
their  pay.  Of  thefe  men  I  know  not  what  ufe  can  be 
made,  for  they  can  never  be  trailed,  but  with  Ihackks 
on  their  legs.  There  are  odiers  «^om  long  depreflion, 
under  fuperciUous  patrons,  has  fo  humbled  and  cruflir 
ed,  that  they  will  never  have  fteadinets  to  keep  thdr 
ranks.  But  for  thefe  men  there  may  be  found  fifes  and 
drums,  and  they  will  be  well  enough  pleafcd  to  in- 
flame others  to  battle,  if  they  are  not  obliged  to  figjtt 
themfelves. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  know  what  can  be,  done  with 
the  ladies  of  the  pen,  of  whom  this  age  has  |Hoduccd 
greater  numbers  than  any  former  time.  It  is  indeed 
common  for  women  to  follow  the  camp,  but  no  pru- 
dent general  wiU  allow  them  in  fuch  numbers  as  the 
breed  of  authtM-cfles  would  furailh.  AuthorelTes  are  fcl- 
dom  famous  for  clean  linen,  therefore  they  cannot  make 
laundrefiesi  t^ey  are  rarely  ficJlfiil  ax.  their  needle,- and 
cannot  mend  a  Ibldier's  fhirt ;  they  will  make  bad  fut- 
lers,  being  not  much  accuftomed-  to  eat.  I  muft  there- 
fore propofe^  that  they  fliall  form  a  r^jiment  of  them- 
felves, and  gatrifon  the  town  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
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in  mo(t  danger  of  a  French  invafion.  They  will  pro- 
bably have  no  enennies  to  encounter ;  but,  if  they  are 
once  Ihut  up  n>gcther,  they  will  foon  dif-bcumber  the 
public  by  tearing  out  die  eyes  of  one  another. 

The  great  art  oi  lifei  is  to  play  for  much,  and  to 
flake  litdci  which  rule  I  have  kept  in  view  through 
this  whole  projeft;  for,  if  our  authors  and  authoreffea 
defeat  our  enemies,  we  fhall  obtain  all  the  ufual  advan- 
tages of  victory ;  and,  if  they  fhould  be  defboyed  In 
war,  we  Ihall  lofe  only  thofe  who  had  wearied  the  public, 
aqd  whom,  whatever  be  their  fate,  -nobody  will  mils. 
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Some  Accottnt  of  ks  Declenfion  among  the  Goths, 
and  Revival  among  the  Modems, 

THE  liberal  sens,  luch  as  archit/Sttres  fodptore, 
punting,  and  mufic,  have  had  their  happy  Hges, 
in  whidi  djcyhzve  appeared  with  greater  ^endw,  and 
Caft  3  ftronger  light,  xs  veil  as  the  fciences }  but  this 
was  of  no  long  duration,  except  in  GreeeCf  iriicre  they 
continued  loi^r  than  in  any  other  part  of  die  world. 
However,  I  Jhall  confine  myfelf,  at  prefcnt>  to  the  riie, 
progrefi,  and  perfcftion  ofarchiieSlure  among  the  ancients ; 
with  fome  account  of  its  declenfion  and  reviv^  among 
the  modcn». 

*  From  the  OmTcrfU  Vi&xet  far  Juae  j^jfi. 
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The  care  of  building  houfes  immediaceljr  fucceeded 
the  culQTatuig  of  lands :  they  were  ereded  only  for 
convenience,  to  protect  mankind  ag^nfl;  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  j  and  we  may  find  ah  affinity  between 
the  houfes  thus  originally  conftrufted,  and  the  rural 
cottages  in  moft  countries  of  Europe,  as  well  as  the  habi- 
tations of  the  independent  hdtans  in  Amtrita,  the  Hot' 
tetU9t  kruls  in  .^ricat  and  the  artificers  huts  in  Afia,  In 
die  rime  of  Fiiruvius,  which  was  not  long  before  the 
Chriftian  sera,  they  {hewed,  at  Athens,  as  curious  remains 
d[  aruiquityj  the  roo&  of  the  Areopagus,  made  of  clay : 
and  at  Rome,  in  the  temple  (^  the  capitol,  the  cott:^ 
of  i?«i«(^,  thatched  with  ftraw.  But  men  were  not  long 
contented  with  convenienqr  alooe :  the  workmen  became 
more  indulbious  and  expert ;  whereby  arcbiteHure  called 
in  other  arts  to  its  aid,  which  introduced  pomp,  gran- 
deur, and  nnagnificence,  that  became  highly  laudable 
on  many,  occafions ;  but  they  were  foon  ftrangely  abufed 
by  luxury. 

ArchiteSure  may  be  properly  divided  into  three 
branches!  cii^l,  military,  and  naval:  but  I  am  now  only 
fpeaking  of  the  firft,  which  is  the  art  of  contriving  and 
cxccudng  commodious  buildings  for  the  utility  and  orna- 
ment of  civil  life.  The  ancient  writers  rcprefent  the 
Syrians  as  the  firft  people  amcmg  whom  artbiteSture  was 
carried  to  any  confiderable  improvement,  which  they 
afterwards  communicated  to  the  Egyptians  -,  thofe  to  the 
Grecians  -,  and  thefe  again  to  the  Romans ;  &om  whence, 
sAtT  federal  viciflitudes  of  fbrmne,  in  the  declenfion  of 
the  arts,  and  the  ravi^s  of  the  Vtfigotbs,  it  has,  at  laft, 
P  2  defcended 
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dtfcended  to  the  politer  part  of  the  European  nations,  in 
all  that  beauty  to  which  it  arrived  under  the  care  of 
Vitnevius,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  ^«|w/?tfji  and  all 
that  delicacy  it  received  from  the  labours  of  ^Uedorus^ 
who  erefted  the  remarkable  Trajan  column,  fubfifting 
to  this  day :  fo  that,  by  the  improvement  of  the 
modems,  orchiteBure  is  brought  into  the  form  of  a  ma- 
thematical art;  though  the  tafte  of  the  ancients  vas 
much  fupwior. 

There  is  no  occafion  to  enquire  how  far  areUteSture  was 
carried  among  the  AntedihemoHi :  the  tower  of  BaM  was  . 
built  foon  after  the  deluge  j  &om  whence  yffta  has  been  . 
called  the  eraJU  of  anhiteffttrg,  where  it  had  ns  birth, 
where  it  attuned  a  great  degree  of  perfe^Hcm,  and  fprcad 
into  the  other  parts  of  the  univerfe.  Bafyk/t  and  Nianeb 
were^  magnificent  cities,  built  by  Nimrod,  the  great  grand- 
fon  of  Noab.  The  pyramids,  obelifics,  and  temples  of 
Egypt,  were  admirable.  The  ruins  of  Perfepclis,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Palmyra  and  Balhec,  are  amazing.  Tlic  Je^s  were 
very  fumptuous  in  their  buildings,  particularly  the  taber- 
nacle and  the  tempie  of  Jen^alem.  But  the  perf^m  of 
archite£fure  muft  be  afcribed  to  Greece,  where  we  muft 
(till  go  as  to  the  fchool  of  good  tafte  in  all  rfie  arts  and 
fciences,  if  we  defire  to  excel  in  any. 

Epbejus  was  remarkable  for  the  temple  of  I>iaiia  ;  and 
Athens,  under  the  direftion  of  Pericles^  became  almoft 
as  iUufb^ous  by  the  magnificence  of  her  buildings,  as 
file  was  for  the  glory  of  Iier  military  exploits  j  Mid  the 
temple  of  Ju^fer  Olympius  was  a  noble  ornament  to  the 
city  1  fo  was  that  of  /Ipello  in  Miletus  %  and  that  of  Ceret 

and 
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«nd  Fr^fffme  at  Ekt^.  The  cicf  and  light-houfe  of 
^laambiu  were  w<Hthy  of  the  iaanAttyjIUxander  the  Great : 
and  die  fuperb  monument  which  Artemfa  erected  for 
her  hu/band  Mau^lia,  king  of  Cart,  was  one  o£  the  moll 
excraordinaiy  buildings  of  antiquity:  but  thefe  were 
conftnifted  by  Grecian  artilb. 

The  art  c^  building  was  almoU  as  foon  known  in  Itafy 
as  Grteee ;  if  it  is  true  that  the  Tufcans  had  no  communi- 
catioQ  with  the  Greeks,  when  they  invented  the  particular 
wder,  which  rettuns  their  name  to  this  day.  Tarquinius 
Pryius  began,  and  his  grandfon  Tarquinitu  Superhm 
finUfaed,  the  temple  of  jHpter  Capitolimu  at  i^Miw;  but 
noc  mchout  the  affiftance  of  Etrurian  workmen ;  who 
alio  rufed  the  fubterraoean  fewers  and  canals  that  re- 
ceived all  the  dirt  and  filth  of  the  city ;  "  to  which  (fays 
"  iJiTf)  the  magnificence  of  our  days,  in  its  moft  fu- 
<*  preme  d^ree,  has  fcarce  been  capi^le  of  producing 
*'  any  thing  comparable."  However,  it  was  from  the 
Greeki  that  the  Remans  kamt  to  excel  in  arebiteiha-e ; 
for,  of  all  the  orders,  they  knew  only  the  Ttf/can,  till 
towards  the  latter  times  of  the  republic,  and  under  the 
emperon^  when  luxury  was  grown  to  a  great  hd^t  at 
Rome,  and  arcbiteaure  appeared  diere  in  all  its  iplen<kr. 

Cicera  held  no  expences  to  be  realty  laudable,  but  fuch 
aa  had  the  public  utility  in  view ;  as  die  walls  of  cities 
and  citaikls,  arfenals,  ports,  aquedufh,  caufeways,  and 
others  of  a  limilar  nature.  He  carried  his  rigour  fo  far 
as  to  condemn  theatres,  pu2zas,  and  even  new  ttmples  1 
fiipporting  his  opinion-  by  the  authority  of  Demetrius  PIm~ 
Urttus,  who  abfohitdy  ccrodemned  the  expences  ofPeriekt 
pn  fuch  occafions.  From  hence  we  raay  perceive  why 
P  3  arfbite^urt 
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arcbiieSure  was  kept  fo  backward  among  die  JZwiMKrs 
but,  what  Pohfbius  io  well  forcfaw,  foon  came  to  pals. 
The  firft  Sc^o  had  die  fare  foundadons  (^the  &iture 
greatnefs  of  Remt :  the  kft  by  his  conquefts  opened  the 
'  door  to  luxury ;  and  private  perfbns  followed  cb&.  at  the 
heels  of  public  mi^ificence.  The  amiiesr  thai'  re-r 
turned  vi£torious  out  of  Om^  and  A/U,  introduced 
with  them  the  riches  and  manners  of  thofc  countries. 
}n  what  a  Jhort  time  a  muldtude  of  fupei6  buildings,- 
and  magnificent  works,  were  ercded,  which  ftiH  adom 
the  remains  of  ancient  Rome!  The  pantheon^  dicba;^, 
the  amphidieatre  called  the  coli&Eumi  the  iqueduds, 
the  cauieways^  the  pillars  of  Trajan  and  j^ntstmu,  with' 
die  Vinous  bridge  over  the  Dtpiuhg  built  by  tlie  ordcF 
of  Trajan. 

jirehite^itre  continued  to  fto«rifli  ax.  Rme  tHl  dip  in7 
*afion  of  the  Gmbsy  >rtio  introduced  dieir  osm  particulaf 
kitid  of  buildihg ;  being  that  wUch  is  remote  from  difi 
ancient  proprations,  and  loaded  with  chimerical  oma-^ 
ments.  Sue  diete  ue  two-fpecies  t>f  Gothic  ttrcintgSture: 
thd  One-  ajicieni,  the  other  modern.  The  ancient  is 
diat  which  the  Goths  brought  froiri  die  north  in  the  fifth 
century;  being  maSy,  heavy,  and  grols.  The  works  of 
die  modem  Gethii  itile  were  more  ligh^  eafy,  delicate, 
and  of  an  afioniihing  boldne&  of  workmanlhip ;  being 
loi^  in  ufe,  efpecially  in  Italy.  All  the  ancient  cathedrals 
wen  o(  Gothic  arcbiteSurei  and  there  are  Jbine  voy 
ancient  churches  built  endiely  li^  the  Gothic  tafte>  thu 
want  neither  fblidity  nor  beauty,  uid  are  fiill  admired  by 
the  greaceft  archite&s^  iopotr  account  o(  fome  genend 
proportions  itmaricable  iji.tfaeai. 
y  '■      '    ■       '      '  ■■'  The 
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The  modem  Qubic  continued  from  die  diirteenth 
century,  tSl  Ae  re-eftaM3hment  of  the  ancient  arebi- 
teOitre  in  die  fourteenth.  But  it  is  furpriring,  that  Itafy, 
iriiich  abounded  with  monuments  of  fo  exquifite  a  tafte, 
Ihould  quit  its  own  noble  arcbite^ure,  eftaUiflied  by  an- 
tiquity, fuccels,  and  poflefllon-;  to  adopt  a  barbarous, 
lamgn,  confufed,  and  irregular  manner :  however,  it  has 
■made  amends  for  that  fault,  by  being  the  firft  to  return 
to  the  ancient  cafte,  which  is  now  Iblely  and  uoiverlaUy 
praflifed*. 


I  *  Thitwid  the  two  prccediig  pipm  ar«al<ribedtoDr.J(Jiiif(m 

•B  the  lathorityoTSir  John  Hiwldni,  wbofaysj  thofetnuked  *  * 
I  were  written  by  osr  aathor.    E. 
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To    TH»    P  U   B   L   I   C. 

'  I  *HERE  are  fome  prices  which  cuftom  and  pre- 
■*•  judice  have  lb  unhi^ily  influenfxdj  that  to  obt* 
Icrve  or  neglcft  thcnn  is  c<luaU]r  ccniurablc  The  pro. 
miTes  nwle  by  the  undertal^^  of  any  new  dcGgn,  every 
man  diinks  trnnfelf  at  liberty  to  deride,  and  yet  every 
man  espe£tS}  and  ejpefts  wth  reaToni  thac  he  who  fo- 
licits  the  public  attention,  Ihould  give  fome  account  of 
his  pretenfions. 

We  are  about  to  eyhjbit  cq  pur  councrymen  a  new 
Mondily  CulleAion,  to  which  the  well-defervcd  popu- 
larity of  the  firft  undertaking  of  this  kind,  hasnowmade 
it  almoft  necefl&ry  to  prefix  the  name  of  Magapna^ 
There  are  already  many  fuch  periodical  compilatioiUj  of 
wUch  ws  d9  not  envy  the  reception,  ^lor  Ihall  di^HUtr 
dw  excellence.    If  the  puure  of  things  WQu]4  ^SffV  u% 
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to  mdu^  our^nfliesj-we  ihouH  defire  to  tirmet  our 
ovn  inttreft  widwut  leflening  dnc  of  any  other*  and  to. 
exche  tbe  cunoTiiy  (rf*  Hic  Tacant.  rather  than  withdraw 
dut  which  other  vnitcrs  have  already  engaged. 

Our  defign  is  to  g^ve  the  hiftory  political  and  literary 
of  every  month,  and  our  pamphlets  muft  conSft,  like 
other  coUe£tions>  of  many  articles  unnuineded  and  in- 
depcndeitt  on  each  other. 

The  chief  political  ofajeft  of  an.  ErgliJbmM'i  attentku 
inuft  be  the  ^eac  council  of.  the  nation,  and  we  fhall 
xhere&rc  regifter  all  public  proceedings  vrith  particular 
care.  We  fliall  noc  attempt  to  gjve  any  regular  feries  <^ 
debates,  or  to  amufe  our  readers  with  fenatotial  rhetoric. 
The  fpceches  inferred  in  other  p^Krs  have  been  loi^ 
known  to  be  fi&kidus,  aod  produced  ibmetiniefrby  men 
who  never  heard  the  debatCj  nor  had  any  authentic  in-' 
fiMTnanon.  We  have  no  defig^  to  impofe  thus  grolly 
on-  our  readers,  and  QaU  thcrtfore  give  the  naked  argu- 
hsents  uied  in  tke  difcuOion  of  every  quefljoni  and  add. 
when  they  can  be  obtain^,  the  names  o(Ae  fpeakers. 

As  the  proceeding^  in  parliament  are  uniaceUigible 
without  a  knowle<%e  of  the  faAs  to  which  they  relate, 
and  of  the  ftace  of  the  nations  to  which  diey  extettd  their 
influnce,  we  Ihatl  exhibit  monthly  a  iriew,  thou|^ 
GDntraOed  yet  diftinft,  of  fore%n  a^ii^  and  Uf  open 
the  defigns  and  interefli  of  diofe  nations  which  are  con- 
sidered by  the  EngH^  either  aa  &iendi  or  eneni^ 

Of  tranfaAions  in  our  own  country  cuiioSty  wiU  de- 
mand a  more  pardcular  account,  and  wt  fhall  record 
every  remarkable  ev^>  extractfdinarycafiuliy,  uncom> 
ftion  performance  w  fti^dog  Qovehy,  and  fb^  apt^ 

our 
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oar  canitotliKdifiiinKi^  of  tn)th,.»ittiTer)r  Btcle  ralU 

'  ^he  Kftsof  bbtHS}  ro»ruiges,ideaihs,-and'buriiI^Trill 

be  fb  drawn  up  ch^t-  we  h(^  ^vttf  fe«  ^Q^Iifik>^s  ■  or 
Riiftdtcs  will .  be  fiuuid,  cbaugH  Sotifc  inulb  be  xxpeQed 
to^ha{^)en  in  fo  great.!  ym(?y,-wlierc  there  is  neither 
leidire  oor.qiportunt^foc.miqmerinforoaacion. 

It  is  intended  that  lifts  Ihall  be  .gtvfen  jo£  aU^  the .  of.' 
fieers  and  peribhs  in  public  c^i^oyincht^  and  that  all 
die  allxoaQons  .Ihall  bejioted  as  dkoy  hB|:^n,  by.  u^ck 
oar  lift  will  be  a  kind  of'.equ£ii;<tog^fbeE  abvajra  complete. 

The  Uterwy  hiftory, nf«affitpi;K;j»n»wi&.ah  aooountof 
the  I«bt»ir»  of  chelsanKd,  in  ndHEbinrhcdier^  .StaH 
^kew  much  jodgoKi^'t^r&^tQr, 'moft 'be-  Ifcft  ip  our 
ie»hn.ta(i£teitKX)i:  i.'itB'C^piXi^paStxA&f  jaPtatfk  and 
caodcKic.  Itia  QDttd  b<i«(pei3e(l  dUttvecinin&rt.ez-' 
ttftfivv  eanaSa ^^riocd  examinadicaib  x^  all  :che-mitt 
ia@!9(rbicli..t:hU  9efi:.p(-j9ms!ti  Vfiii$  te&r,  to  our  nottcfa 
4-'fev.wly.vyi  dcfwsejthe  ^iftmiSton  of  oritidfiTv  and 
a  6)9 isnl}; >t^'.Qb^Mi A  •iWelhMkKrytO^felcft.die  beft 
9tA9ti^.\mpon»nf.  m^^,  and  ^e,:itQC  wttliom  fadpe, 
^•wojBifty.-Efoflwiwi*«-J*fl*»<P«  *t*e  piAUc  voic^  and 
Wb*thfl  pppidwijj!  ^  S;iEiM#aWp  wwfe  . 
'l^SMs  r^^aad  villi^-.^e  coni^ofid  to  boohsi  it  vfll  ex; 
tKivl  tfL^lllhe  jm<^a£lao9s.of  Ici^nce; :  Anj  nev  caku* 
l8tiiEin»is  niaoOoie^CNi)  tflftnjnamt;.  A^  dtfeovery  of  anj 
propeny:m..»atarii,-or.wy  new  method  of  biingibg 
k«fE>«ft-{>t|«perue»  ietOr.iiHe.  or  view,  ftatt  be  *Hgtotly 
tiwtfwr^Mp  Tiwrevei;  found- 
v-In  ftip?p!t:defia|Qa(if9r;gfnen^  peeulal,  It  wU  be  no. 

nicnt, 
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ment.  The  elegant  trifles  of  literature,  the  wild  ftrains 
of  fancy,  the  pleafrng  amufements  of  harmlels  wiCi  Ihall 
therefore  be  confidered  as  neceflaiy  to  our  colleftion. 
Nor  Ihall  we  omit  refearchcs  into  antiquity,  explanations 
of  coins  or  infcriptions,  dilquifitions  on  controverted 
hiftory,  conjeftures  on  cioubtful  geography,  or  any  odier 
of  thofe  petty  works  upon  whi?h  learjied  ingenuity  is 
fometimes  employed. 

To  theft  accounts  of  temporary  tranfa£Hons  and  fu- 
gitive performances,  we  fliall  add  fome  diflertations  on 
things  p)ore  pe^apqnt  ^4  ftatfie'iiiJc^eiiKjuiries  ifi^ 
rfic  hiftory  of  nature,  which  has  hitherto  been  treated  as 
if  mankind  were  afraid , of  cxhaufting  it.  There  are  in 
our  own  country  many  things  and  places  worthy  of  note 
that  ve  yet  fittk  kiiown,  and  hkry^-diy  g^ves  oippAr- 
tumties  of  new  obrervati<HU  which  are  made  and  for- 
gotten. We  hope  to  find  means  of  extending  ^^-pra-- 
petuating  phyfiolc^cal  difcoveries,  and  with  regard  to 
this  article^  and  3II  others,  intreu  tHp  ^iftance  'oFigi? 
jious  and  candid  coiie^ondcnts.  '  ■*' 

We  fliall  labour  to  att^n  as  much  exaftncfs  as  icaa 
be  expeded  in  fudi  -mriety,  and  fhaH  gfee  .as  nmcli'tiw 
riety  as  can  cwtfift  with  reafonaUc  exaiflncfs'j'f^  Um 
purpQfe  a  feIe£Uon  has  been  ^TUde  of  men '  quafifiod'  ibr 
dwdifllerent  pam-ofitKe  '^'ork,  and'  each  hai  the'  othv 
jployflROit  dffigned-hlis,  which  he  Isi^jf^^ed^flrnO'^dc 
» diftharge. '  ^     ■.■:■-:■■.  \       .  -  '  ■^-.■■■' 
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FROM      A 

FREI^CH  REFUGEE   ih   AMERICA, 


TO  RIS   rJlIIHII» 


A  GENTLEMAN   in    ENGLAND*. 


■     SIR, 

TH  E  UJir  m^  he  ^twed  to  _fpeak\  you  will  gjve  us 
leave  thorcTorea  who  have  already  begun  to  fuffer» 
and  who  know  not  what  is  yet  behind,  to  rcprefent  to 
you  fome  of  the  inftances  of  neg^eCt  on  our  own  part, 
and  of  iU-conduA  aAd  iinkind  ulage  toward  us,  on  the 
fMBt.of  our  mother  country. 

I  fldll  begin  with  the  poUcyof  the  £i^^in  {^spoinc- 
ing  us  our  GovutiroRs,  ^<riio  are  generally  ftrai^crs  and 
hare  no  Umi^  inttrtfi  here }  and  who  therefore  cannot 
be  fuppded  to  have  that  natttral  affiSim  for  us,  or  that 
pSHtd  attacbnmt  to  uai,  which  natives,  or  thofe  who 

*  ffon  Ike  litnaty  Mi^HiMi  jaae  t7$6. 
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have  a  large  ianded  intereji  heir,  may  be  fuppofcd  to 
have. 

Anodier  confideraoon,  which  tends  to  break  the  tie 
between  us>  is,  that  they  generally  refide  but  a  little 
vhtle  among  us ;  6t,  at  leaft*  have  no  views  of  conti- 
nuing for  life  ;  and  are  too  often  fent  hither  only  tcjerve 
a  turn.  Is  it  therefore  any  wonder  that  fuch  peribns  as 
thefe  Ihould  be  but  very  itiMffermt  with  regard  taimrva- 
tereft,  however /oirt/oiw  they  may  be  in  cultivating  what 
they  may  call  their  own  *  ? 

Another  hardlhip  is,  not  being  fuffered  to  go  into 
thofe  manufactures,  which  nature  has  fitted  and  deGgn-  * 
cd  us  for.  This  rellraint,  you  are  fenfible,  is  laid  Mpon 
us  under  the  pretence,  lefl  we  fiouid  rival  our  mother 
cmntiy.  Whereas  God  and  nature  no  doubt  deljgned> 
that  every  part  of  the  globe  Ihould  contribute  its  quota' 
towards  the  wants  and  advantages  of  human  life;  and 
to  reftrun  any  part  of  die  earth,  in  this  refpeAi  from 
pohtical  confideradons,  is  nothing  lefs  than  laying  an 
embargo  upon  nature,  and  Ihackling,  as  it  were,  divine 
Providence  itfelf.  If  we  rival  Europe  in  fome  articles, 
Europe  rivals  us  in  others.  Nature  ought  to  have  itt 
free  couife  in  this  refpe£l,  and  not  to  be  checked,  and 

*  Witkoat  an  atunduce  to  the  above  conrideraiioni,  it  ii  bird 
to  conceive  how  Tnch  enormoai  incroacliinentj  could  have  been  fnf- 
ftred  to  have  taken  plac«  on  oar  terriumet  in  Jmtrkm,  hy  tha 
Frtnth  and  Spaaiardi,  vaitK  efjwcially  b/  the  fenner  j  who  have 
in  a  manner  covered  that  coantry  with  their  font,  in  order  to  main* 
tatn  thole  incroachmeati.  See  a  map  publilhed  in  the  Cnr/umV 
Magasau  tar  yulj,  1755,  where  theft  incroachment*  appear  by 
inrpejtion,  at  alfo  the  namcroni  fbrti  bntit  in  defence  of  them, 
many  of  irhich'  bava  bean  eaafled  Sicc  the  treaty  .of  AinJa-CtmpJIt* 
8  put 


bvGoo^^lc 


aia  A   LETTER  OM   rat 

put  out  of  the  dire£Uon  theGod  of  nature  ami  die  great' 
bing  of  kings  has  given  her.    Nor,  indeed,  are  princes 

■  aware  *hat  injuries  they  do  tbmfd.vtSt  as  well  as-iAat 
hard/hips  diey  lay  their  Juhjells  under;  by  reftraints  of 
diis  kind;  how  many  countries  have  revolted,  and  other& 
beoi  kA  and  torn  from  their  mother  nations  by  being 
kept  in  diis  bondage.  And  it  ^nll  be  well,  if,  by  thus  ~ 
ieapmg  dattm  the  Anericm  colonies,  and  not  letting  us 
exert  our  natural  ftrength,  we  do  not  become  a  prey  to 
a  &rdign  power,  inftead  of  bnng  a  defence  to  our  mo- 
ther country,  as  we  mi^t  eafily  have  been  made  ere 

*  this  in  much  greater  degrees  than  we  are  now  capable 
of  being,  had  we  been  furred  to  have  exerted  ourfelves 
in  our  own  proper  Jpbere. 

•  Another  inftance  of  grofs  negleft  has  been  the  not  re- 
pelliAg  immediate^  and  wiitbout  any  lojs  of  time,  the  firft 
incroichments,  whether  on  the  fea-coaft,  or  inland,  or 
«idi  regard  to  iflands.  As  Ibon  as  ever  advice  had  been 
Rceived  that  die  French  or  Spamards  had  invaded  our 
feiritories,  or  neutral  lands  or  iflands,  and  were  begin- 
ning to  fettle  and  fortify  themfelves  upon  them,  we  Ihould 
havc'gone  agjunft  thefe  invaders  direSily,  and  have  driven 
riiem-out  fword  in  hand  j  and  not  pretended  to  have  en- 
tered into  treaty  with  people  who  will  .fpend  year  after 

.  year  in  treating  with  you,  and  keep  all  the  while  itruad- 
iag  you,  and  fortifying  themfelves  in  thofe  invafions, 
^id  then  you  mtPf  drvue  tbem  out  of  their  incraacbmenis  htno 
you  cm.  If  the  French  or  Spaniards  had  any  demands 
upon  us,  they  Diould  have  propofed  .them  to  us  and 
^made  dieir  claims ;  and  if  we  would  aof.  ^avCr.heard  dip. 
voce  o£  trtatietfOi  evidencef  rv^lm -aod^iw^c^^  it  would 
'.  -  ^  thex 
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thta  have  been  time  enougb  for  them  to  have  had  re-^ 
couiie  to  armst  but  to  invade  m  firft>  and  then  to  talk 
about  treating,  is  all  a  merejtki  *. 

But  ODXX  more,  our  mother  countty  has  been  cer- 
tainlywantii^  to  us  as  well  as  to  herfelf,  in  not  directing 
long  fince  the  building  a  ftrong  fquadron  of  flups  hete ; 
where  we  have  fo  many  materials  towards  it,  and  could 
fo  eafily  have  matmed  them ;  which  would  hare  ferved 
as  a  JIaf  of  obferuatien  to  have  watched  the  fea-coafts^ 
9nd  prevented  all  iiicroachments  upon  them,  not  to  fay, 
on  the  neutral  American  glands ;  and  even  the  landing 
of  the  laft  late  armament  from  France,  which  may  prove 
b  &tal  to  us,  if  not  counter-wrought  by  a  proper  rein> 
f(xx:ement  from  England,  might,  in  aD  probabihty,  have 
been  prevented. 

What  ihall  I  lay  to  the  ^ving  up  Cape-Bretat  ?  Had 
we  been  fuffered  to  keep  that  aetata  place,  it  might 
have  preventttl  the  prefent  American  war,  by  breaking 
in  a  good  meafure  the  chain,  which  the  Frentb  have 
formed  between  Canada  and  Louifiand,  Certainly,  as  ic 
vras  an  American  conquefi  it  ought  in  juftice,  and  more 
efpeciaUy,  in  policy,  to  have  been  left  to  Jhnerica.  And 
if  all  the  powers  of  Europe  cannot,  oi!  will  not  make 
headagainftirtfiff/on  the£»nipV4fncofitineDti  whymufl! 
America,  a  poor  infant  fetdement  of  but  abbat  acentuiy 
or  two's fianding,  be  the  Edifice f 'Had  we  kept-the 

,  *  It  wai  w  long  kgo.u  Jiiij,  tf$i^,  -dut  the  Frimik  lwd;,«|M  in- 
Jbletice  to  attack  colonel  WaPiimgtm,  and  to  drive  hin.Oiit  of  fort 
Ntciffij  in  Firginia,  nmnJeriitg'a'nnmber  of  luiniciij  at  wbicb 
time  the  whole  garrifon  narrowly  efcaped  Iwiitg  p6i  to  the  fwori. 
S6e<fiMA»<M'*Afefaw«,  1754.  ^PM*  399.  ■    '■.■      ^-    -'■'     <^ 
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ifland  of  Cape-Bretcn  it  wouU  tutre  been  a  good  ftep 
towards  driving  the  French  intirefy  cut  ef-  America  }■  and. 
It  is  much  to  be  feared,  we  Ihall  never  have  any  fiSd 
feace  till  that  is  done.  In  which  cafe>  ive  had  been  in 
condition  to  have  lent  our  mother  country  i«cre£hlt  affift- 
«a«  in  a  time  of  war;  whereas^  now,  by  being  thus  rCi 
duced  again  into  bondage,  we-  ftand  in  need  of  alliftance 
from  her.    'Leuijbtirg  is  the  Dunkirk  tX.  America. 

I  come  now  to  an  article  of  much  folly  and  guilt ;  I 
mean  no  other  than  our  fsd»dfn»«»f  of  the /»<]!u3v.  Thefe, 
we  Ihould  have  endeavoured,  no  doubt  by  all  pofiible 
means,  to  have  g^ned  over  to,  and  fecured  in  our  tn- 
tereft ;  in  oppofidon  to  thofe  in  the  intereft  of  France 
and  Spain.  This  fiiould  have  been  attempted  by  all  pof- 
fible  applications  to  their  minds  and  their  hcdies.  We 
ihoiild  have  endeavoured  to  have  given  them  jiift  notions 
of  life,  natural,  civil,  and  religious ;  and  Ihewn  them 
Ae  diffi:rence  between  ^cfriendflnp,  thcfirvice,  and  the 
gevenment  of  the  EngUfi,  and  of  the  Freud)  and  Sfoni-  ■ 
sris.  Where  reajm  had  failed  us,  I  mean  where  we  had 
found  the  Indian:  incapable  of  the  convictions  of  realbnr 
we  ihould  have  had  recourfe  to  I'uch  other  confiderations 
as  are  immediate  and  palpable ;  and  fuch  as  cmlider- 
ing  them  as  mere  ammais  mijf,  they  could  not  bat  have 
been  feollble  to. 

After  guningover  as  many  of  the  adults  as  pOfGbte 
into  our  intereft,  we  fhould  have  been  particularly  at- 
tentcre  to  the  education  of  their  cHttDRBK  i  in  order  to 
hare  weftj  out  the  race  of  die  wild  Indians^  we  Ihould 
have  tav^t  tl^em.  our  language,  and  the  firll  principle! 
of  our  kitnKK^t  naturait  tivil  and  reiiffous :   initiacod 

them 
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them  into  the  mecbameal  trades :  and  fhewn  diem  the 
conveniences  and  accommodations  of  life,  in  order  to  have 
drawn  them  off  from  the  favage  life  of  their  parents ; 
and  a  few  o( genius  felefted  out  from  each  nation  among 
them,  might  have  been  introduced  to  an  acquaintance 
with  the  liberal  artSj  who  might  have  been  made  inftni- 
merits  to  have  gained  others. 

But  there'  is  the  lefs  neceffity  to  enlarge  upon  this 
head  j  as  I  have  obferved,  from  time  to  time  among  the 
advertifements  found  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  you 
fcnt  me,  a  treatife  upon  the  importance  of  gaining  end 
prtferving  the  friendjbip  tf  the  Indians  to  fbe  Britifh  in- 
terefi\  which  however,  I  fuppofe,  like  multitudes  of 
your  other  books,  has  lain  by  neglected  among  you,  a« 
it  has  done  am<»ig  us. 

Laitiy,  it  is  pity,  mediinks,  that  a  fcheme,  like  tliat 
obt^ing  among  the  French^  was  not  fet  on  foot  here  ■, 
by  which  an  immediate  efiimate  might  be  made  of  our  na- 
turaii  civil,  and  military  ftrength ;  which,  more  efpcd- 
ally  in  a  time  of  war,  mi^t  be  of  infinite  fervice. 

I  fay  nothing  at  prefent  of  the  negled  with  regard  to 
die  peopling  of  us  more  thoroughly ;  though  there  is  roww, 
it  is  certain,  to  receive,  and  work  enqugh  to  employ  all 
i^cjpare  bands  of  die  idands  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland: 
nor  need  you  have  any  fingle  beggar  cxftroller  left  through- 
out the  three  kingdoms. 

Nor  do  I  take  any  notice  of  the  deficiencies  in  die 
forming  and  training  our  militia,  or  thofe  already  fet- 
tled among  us.  Thefe,  together  with  feveral  other  ar- 
ticles natural-,  civil  and  religious,  will  be  the  fubjedt  of 
another  jtix'%  letters,  if  Providence  fliall  permit  the  con- 
Q^  tinuance 
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tinuancc  pf  the  correfpoBdence  s  which  however,  confi- 
dering  my  age  and  the  troubles  in  view,,  is  not,  I  am 
afraid,  very  probabk. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  laid  before  you  a  ipecimcn  of  our 
grievances;  fome  of  them  occafioncd  by  ouf  own  o»A- 
lenee,  and  others  by  the  negle£t  of  our  mother  country. 
You  compaffionate  us,  I  do  not  queftion,  harrafled  bjr 
robbers  on  either  fide,  the  inhabitairts  of  Canada  and 
Letqfimta  j  not  to  &y  the  French  and  the  Sfamards  *  ( 
but,  Sir,  fity  alone,  give  me  leaye  to  tell  you,  will  not 
do.  You  muft  fend  us  fuppUes,  veterans  and  en^mers 
are  the  people  that  we  want  to  mJx  with  our  raw  levies, 
Uid  to  pit  againft  the  veterans  and  engineers  of  France ; 
without  a  timely  and  powerful  fufply  of  which,  God  only 
knows  flfet  muft  be  the  confequence. 

Adieu,  dear  Sir,  and  may  lieaven  avert  the  melan- 
choly Appearances  wtuch  now  threaten  us. 
.  Make  my  compliments  to  all  our  common  friends, 
and  particularly  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  -■— ■  ■  and  his  very 
^eeable  family,  letting  him  know  how  fincerely  glad 
I  now  am,  that  he  did  not  accept  my  prelling  invita- 
tions of  fettling  here,  offered  him  when  I  was  1^  in 
England.  Since,  if  there  are  not  already  enfffv  of  us  to 
repel  the  French,  there  are  however  enotv  of  m  to  faU 
before  them,  and  to  be  et^laved  by  them ;  one  or  the 

*  It  is  not  long  fincc  we  had  adrice  that  the  Sfaniarjt  had  re- 
built  t\x/irti  of  incrvactmeat  in  Gnrgia,  which  had  been  demo- 
lilhed  by  general  Ogliihurpt  during  his  governmenbof  that  colony  ; 
to  fa/  nothing  of  their  late  conduft  in  regard  to  oor  feitlementi  in 
the  bays  of  Hsniurat  and  Camptachj, 

Other 
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other  of  which  muft  ccrtaioly  be  the  fate  (^  all  the  in- 
habitants of  every  country,  where  tt)c&  perSdious  and 
bloody  people  obtain  the  mallcry.    I  ;pi. 

Dear,  Sir^  ^e. 

Emeries,  Ag.  I,  175$* 

Gallo-Ahgli;s< 

P.  S.  Do  not  you  thidk  me  ai^  unh^py  nfaa  ?  Driven 
out  of  Fratifti  as  you  know  I  firft  was  together  with 
my  parents,  in  infancy,  by  that  hoaiy  tyrant  Ij>tds  XIV. 
inK>  HoUand:  from  thence  reCdmg  fbifl£  years  in  Eng- 
Ifind.  And  now  fettling^  as  I  thought,  fortfae  laft  time 
tn  order  to  Q>end  the  remainder  ^  my  days  in  thefe  ib^ 
Ijtt^f  s,  to  have  the  repde  vi  my  (M  age  broken,  hf. 
ijnen  vhom  I  am  afhamed  Ui  call  my  ecurttrymen :  as 
^ifif  vt  indeed  no  other  than  the  cemmos  enttms  and 
fvjgm  diftwbers  o(  mankindj  refolving  that  no  body  fhaU' 
ever  have  any  aijcymmt  of  Ufe,  tiU  they  become  thtir 
J^40s )  when  it  will  be  m^^ibU  they  fliould  have  any.  ■ 


Observations  ««  the  foregoing  L^tte%, 

By    Dr<    J  O  H  N  S  O  5f. 

YT  is  n^ral  for  every  man  to  think  highly  of  his  own 
■^  ufefulnefs  and  importance,  and  confequently  of  the 
importance  f^  that  qpmmufMty,  or  pan  of  ttK  commu- 
nity, with  which  he  is  connected. 

Q^a  From 
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From  thii  difpofition  proceeds  much  of  the  ri^t  and 
of  the  wrong  in  every  man's  aftions  and  opinions  -,  and 
to  this  mufl:  be  imputed  whatever  is  cenfurable  in  thtf 
foregoing  letter,  which  contains  many  juft  obfervations 
and  pofitions,  thac>  though  very  littk  to  the  honour  of 
our  country,  cannot  be  difputed. 

His  compl^ts  of  Fcftrdnts  laid  upon  thdr  manufac- 
tures are  fuch  as  every  man  makes,  who  finds  himfelf 
reftraiaed.  But  his  cant  about  nature  and  providence 
would  prove  that  no  humw  legidature  has  a  right  to 
make  any  prudential  laws,  or  to  regulate  any  thing 
-^fhich  before  fuch  regulation  was  indifferent.  But  fiich 
is  the  flate  of  fociety,  that  part  muft  be  fixnetimes  in- 
commoded for  the  advantage  of  the  whole.  Every  na- 
tion forbids  fomc  importations  or  exportations,  or  re- 
gulates the  buildings,  plantations,  and  agriculture  of  its 
own  people. 

I  do  not  attempt  to  prove,  that  all  the  reltraints  lud 
on  the  j^8frictms  are  prudent.  I  have  not  in  generaL 
a  favourable  opinion  of  relh^ints,  which  always  pro- 
duce difcontent  and  an  habitual  violation  of  laws, 
and,  perhaps,  feldom  contribute  much  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed.  But  whether  wife  or  not  they  may  undoubtedly 
be  juit. 

If  the  American  colonies  can  fupport  themfelves  i^ainft 
thdr  enemies,  to  what  do  they  .owe  that  ftrcngth,  but 
to  the  proteftion  of  Ettgiami,  and  how  can  they  repay 
it  but  by  contributing  to  the  wealth  of  that  country 
wiiich  protcfted  them  in  their  helplels  ftate,  on  condi- 
tion that  they  ihould.  obey  her  laws,  and  promote  her 
intercft. 

If 


)  by  Google 


TOREGOIHC      LETTER.  iif 

If  they  yet  cannot  fubfift  but  by  the  help  and  defence 
■which  they  receive  from  England,  as  indeed  they  cannot 
for  a  fingle  year»  they  may  furely  be  content  to  parchafe 
that  pFote£tion  by  the  ufe  of  the  manufa&ures  of  their 
native  country. 

When  he  talks  of  their  importaoce,  he  forgets  that  ■ 
their  impcHtance  is  the  confecjuence  of  the  i;e{)raints 
wMch  he  condemns ;  for  if  our  colonies  did  not  con-r 
fume  our  manufaftures,  they  would  be  to  us  of  no  im- 
portance or  value,  nor  ihould  we  have  »ny  intcreft  in 
defending  them  more  than  any  other  body  of  cjtiles  or 
fugitives. 

When  he  talks  of  their  ftrengthi  he  in  fomc  meafur^ 
confutes  himfelf :  for  if  they  are  grown  fo  ftrmig  in  fo 
flioit  a  Dme>  it  is  evident  that  they  cannot  h^re  been 
much  difcouraged  or  opprefled. 

With  as  little  reafon  does  he  fompla^  of  the  reftj- 
tution  of  Cafe-Breton,  whichi  a»  he  knows,  was  reftored 
only  becaule  it  could  not  be  kept.  Nothing  can  b^ 
more  abfurdthan  to  cl^m  it  as  an.u^urican  fengu^t 
which  is  falfe,  becaufe  it  was  conquered  by  the  he^ 
of  an  Englijb  fleei^  and  which,  if  it  were  true,  could  . 
not  be  urged  widiout  confidering  the  jlmericaHs  as 
having  an  iotereft  diflin£t  &Qm  that  pf  their  mother 
country. 

^  the  powers  of  Europe,  fays  he,  (omot  or  tciU  not 
make  head  againft  France,  why  mufl  America,  a  poor  in-, 
font  colofTft  be/acrijiced?  If  any  facrifice  muft  be  made, 
which  we  hope  xo  be  ahvays  able  to  refufe,  what  fliouU 
wc  facriBcc  but  a  poor  infant  colony  f  What  Ihould 
Q-3  W 
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wc  facrifice  8ut  that  which  is  of  leaft  value  ?  Bilt  this 
complaint  is  fureJy  unfcafonable,  when  all  the  power 
of  Britain  is  exerted  in  defence  of  the  jfmerican  cb!o- 
liies. 

One  of  his  arguments,  by  which  he  proves  the  value ' 
of  our  Anerrcm  dominions,  is  ftich.  as  deceives  mtoy, 
and  gives  occafion  to  many  ibfurd  fpeculations,  if  not 
to  mifchievous  pradhces,  and  therefore  deferves  to  bfc 
confidered.  There  is,  fays  he,  fo  much  room  in  the 
■American  regions,  that  thereneeds  not  be  a  beggar  orfiroUer 
}n  England. 

1  do  not  very  clearly  fee  the  confequencc  that,  bc- 
cauie  there  are  lands  in  ABerica,  there  need  be  no  beg- 
gars in  England.  Our  beggars  are  not  beggars  bccauft 
Sve  want  land,  but  either  by  impotence,  idlenefs,  igno- 
rance of  the  arts  of  life,  or  misfortune.  Thofe  who  are 
impotent  ftill  not  be  much  mended  by  the  Voyage,  and, 
\  am  afraid,  will  be  coldly  received  by  their  felbw-fub- 
jcftS  in  America.  What  cure,  except  hunger,  or  a 
whip,  there  is  in  America  for  idlenefs,  the  inhabitants  of 
that  countly  muft  inform  us  j  if  idlers  can  be  reformed 
there  by  any  means  which  cannot  be  ufcd  at  home,  they 
bught  certainly  to  be  {hipped  off  with  the  firft  wind. 
Thofe  that  haVt  been  fo  unhapfrily  trained  as  to  have 
no  means  of  earning  a  livelihood,  but  by  brute  la- 
bour or  bodily  ftrcngth  exerciled  without  art,  are,  I 
believe,  lefs  wanted  in  America  than  in  England.  And 
of  thofe  *ho  are  irrpoveriflied,  the  number,  whom  mi- 
fcry  terror  and  wane  drive  into  Amtrica^  is  already  tod 
great. 

It 
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Ic  oug^t  to  be  confidcred,  diac  every  inhabitant  gain- 
ed to  the  colonies^  is  loft  to  the  mother  country.  That 
the  people  fent  into  thefe  unbounded  regions,  are  dif- 
fufed  over  vaft  tra£b,  to  fuch  a  diftanpe  as  to  be.dif- 
abled  from  inftru&ing  or  helping  one  another,  and  arc 
therefore  lefs  ufefiil  and  Icfs  happy  than  at  home.  The 
ftrength  of  every  country  confifts  in  the  number  of  peo- 
ple proportionate  to  its  extent,  and  it  is  not  the  popu- 
loulhels  of  a  nation  that  produces  beggars  and  fttxillers, 
but  want  of  due  regulation.  To  free  ourfelves  from 
b^gars  and  ftroUers  by  fending  them  to  jimerica,  is  ta. 
cure  an  ulcer  by  curtug  off  the  limb. 
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Between  his  Britannic  Majcfty  and  her  Im- 
perial Majefty  of  all  the  Russias,  figned  at 
MofcoWy  Dec.  ii,  1742;  the  Treaty  between 
his  BaiTANNic  Majefty  and  the  Landgrave  of 
Hessb  Cassel,  iigned  June  j8,  1755,  and 
the  Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majefty 
and  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Russias, 
figned  at  St.  Feterjburg^  Sept.  45>  ^75J*- 

THESE  are  the  treades  which  for  many  months 
Hlled  the  lenate  with  debates,  and  the  kingdom 
with  clamours ;  which  were  reprefented  on  one  part  as 
inftanccs  of  the  moft  profound  policy  and  the  moft  ajSive 
care  of  the  public  welfare,  and  on  the  other,  as  zBa  of 
the  moft  contemptible  folly  and  moft  flagrant  corruption, 
as  violations  of  the  great  truft  of  government,  by  which 
the  wealth  of  Britain  is  facriflced  to  private  views,  and 
to  a  particular  province. 

*  From  the  Literary  Maga^e  for  Jttly  1756. 
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.  What  honours  oiir  minifters  and  negotiators  may 
txpc&  to  be  paid  to  their  -wifdom,  it  is  hard  to  dctennine> 
for  the  demands  of  vanity  are  not  eafily  eftimated.  They 
Ihould  confider,  bef(»e  they  call  too  loudly  for  enco- 
miums, that  they  live  in  an  agt  when  the  power  of  gold 
is  no  longer  a  fecret,  and  in  which  no  man  finds  much 
difficulty  in  making  a  bai^n  with  money  in  his  hand. 
To  hire  troops  is  very  cafy  to  thofe  who  are  willing  to 
pay  their  price.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  whatever 
has  been  done,  was  done  by  means  which  every  maa. 
knows  how  to  ufe,  if  fortune  is  kind  enough  to  put  them 
in  his  power.  To  arm  the  nations  of  the  north  in  the 
caufe  of  Britain,  to  bring  down  hofts  ag^nft  France  from 
the  polar  circle,  has  indeed  a  found  of  magnificence, 
which  mig^  induce  a  mind  unacquainted  with  public 
aff^rs  to  imagine,  that  fome  effort  of  poUcy  more  than 
human  had  been  exerted,  by  which  diltant  nations  were 
armed  in  our  defence,  and  the  influence  of  Britain  was  , 
extended  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  the  world.  But  when 
this  lb-iking  phenomenon  of  negotiation  is  more  nearly 
infpedcd,  it  appears  a  bargain  merely  mercantile  of  one 
power  that  wanted  troops  more  than  money,  with  ano- 
ther that  wanted  money,  and  was  burdened  with  troops  j 
between  whom  their  mutual  wants  made  an  cafy  con-. 
tra£t,  and  v^o  hare  no  other  fricndihip  for  each'other, 
than  reciprocal  convenience  lu^pens  to  produce. 

We  Ihali  therefore  leave  the  praifes  of  our  mJnifters 
to  others,  yet  not  without  this  acknowledgment,  that  if 
they  have  done  httle,  they  do  not  feem  to  boaft  of  doing 
much  i  anid  that  whether  influenced  by  modefty  or  fru- 
gality, they  have  not  wearied  the  public  with  mercenary 
panegyrifts. 
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panegjrrifls,  but  have  been  content  with  the  concurrence 
Af  the  parliament,  and  have  not  much  folidced  the  ap- 
jAaufes  of  die  people. 

In  public  as  in  private  tranf^ttons,  men  more  Ire^ 
quently  deviate  from  the  right  for  want  of  virtue  than  of 
wifdom  i  and  thofe  who  declare  themfelves  diflatislied 
with  thefe  treaties,  impute  them  not  to  folly  but  cor- 
mpti<»i. 

By  thefe  advocates  for  the  independence  t^  Britain^ 
Who,  whether  their  arguments  be  juft  or  not,  fecm  to 
be  moft  favourably  heard  by  the  people,  it  is  allcdged, 
that  thefe  treaties  are  expenfive  without  advantage;  that 
they  waftc  the  treafure,  vrfiich  we  want  for  our  own  de- 
fence, upon  a  foreign  interfiftj  and  pour  the  gains  of 
our  commerce  into  the  coffers  of  princes,  whofc  enmity 
tannot  hurt  nor  friendlhip  help  us ;  who  fet  thdr  fub- 
jefts  to  {ale  like  Iheep  or  oxen,  without  any  enquiry  after 
the  intentions  of  the  buyer,  and  will  withdraw  the  troops 
with  which  they  have  fupplied  us,  whenever  a  higher 
bidder  Oiall  be  found. 

This  perhaps  is  true,  but  whether  it  be  true  or  felft 
is  not  worth  enquiry.  We  did  not  expert  to  bxiy  theil- 
friendlhip,  but  their  troops  %  nor  did  we  examine  upon 
what  principle  we  were  fupphed  with  afliftance ;  it  was 
fti.1icient  that  we  Wanted  forces,  and  that  they  were 
willing  to  furnifli  them.  Policy  never  pretended  to  ttakt 
.  men  wife  and  good  j  the  utmoft  of  her  power  is  to  make- 
-  the.  bcft  ufe  of  men  fuch  as  they  are,  to  lay  hoM  on 
fticky  hom^,  to  watch  the  preftnt  whuits  and  pfcfent  in- 
tcrcfts  of  others,  and  make  therii  fubferVicrit  to  her  oWrt 
convenience. 

It 
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It  is  farther  urged  with  great  vehemence,  that  thcfc 
troops  of  Ruffia  and  Hejfe  are  not  hired  in  defence  of 
Srila'm ;  that  ive  arc  eng^ed  in  a  naval  war  for  terri- 
tories on  a  djftant  continent;  and  that  thefe  troops, 
though  mercenaries,  can  never  be  auxiliaries ;  that  they 
increafe  the  biirden  of  the  war,  mchout  hafterang  its 
tonclufion,  or'  promoting  its  fucccfs  j  fince  they  can 
neither  be  fent  into  /Imerica,  the  only  part  of  the  world 
^here  England  can,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  have  any . 
employment  for  land  forces,  nor  be  put  into  our  Jhips, 
by  which,  and  by  which  only,  we  are  now  to  oppofe  and  ■ 
fubdue  our  enemies. 

Nature  has  ftationed  us  in  an  ifland  inacceffible  but 
by'fea;  and  we  are  now  at  war  with  an  enemy,  whofe 
naval  power  is  inferior  to  our  own,  and  from  whom 
therefore  we  are  in  no  danger  of  invaiion  :  to  what  pur- 
pole  then  are  troops  hired  in  fuch  uncommon  numbers  ? 
To  what  end  do  we  procure  ftrength  which  we  cannot 
exert,  and  exhauft  the  nation  with  fubfidies  at  a  time 
when  nothing  is  difputed,  which  the  princes  who  receive 
our  fubfidies  can  defend  ?  If  we  had  purchafed  Ihips, 
and  hired  fcamen,  we  had  apparently  increafed  our  power, 
and  made  ourfclves  formidable  to  our  enemies,  and,  if 
any  increafe  of  fecurity  be  poffible,  had  fecured  ourfelves  . 
ftill  better  from  invafions  ;  but  what  can  the  regiments 
of  Ri^ffia  or  of  Hefft  contribute  to  the  defence  of  the 
coafts  Q^ England;  or. by  what  alTiftance  can  they  repay 
us  the  fums  which  we  have  ftipulated  to  pay  for  thcif 
coftly  friendlhip  ? 

The  King  of  Great-Britain  has  indeed  a  territory  on 
,  flifi  continent,  of  which  the  natives  of  this  ifland  fcarcely 

knew 

D.D.t.zeabvGo0^^lc 


2j6  OBSERVATIONS 

knew  the  name  till  the  firefent  family  was  called  to  die 
throne,  and  yet  know  Htde  more  than  that  our  King 
vifits  it  from  time  to  time.  Yet  for  the  defence  of  this 
country  are  thefc  fubfidies  apparently  paid,  and  thefe 
troops  evidently  levied.  The  riches  of  our  nation  arc 
ient  into  diftant  countries,  and  the  ftrength  which  Ihould 
be  employed  in  our  own  quarrel  confequently  impaired, 
for  the  lake  of  dominions,  the  intereft  of  which  has  no 
connexion  with  Ours,  and  which,  by  the  aft  of  fucceOion, 
we  took  care  to  keep  leparatc  from  the  Bri/i^  kingdoms. 

To  this  the  advocates  for  the  rubftdics  fay,  that  un- 
reafonable  ftipulations,  whether  in  the  a&  of  fettlemenc 
or  any  other  contra^,  are  in  chemfelves  void ;  and  that 
if  a  country  connected  with  England  by  fubje^Hon  to  the 
lame  fovereign,  is  endangered  by  an  EngUJb  quarrel,  it 
milfl  be  defended  by  Englift)  force ;  and  .that  we  do  npc 
engage  in  a  war  for  the  fake  of  iSawwr,  but  that  Hanover 
is  for  our  fake  espofed  to  danger. 

Thofe  who  brought  in  thefe  forcipi- troops  have  ftill 
fomething  further  to  fay  in  their  defence,  and  of  no 
honeft  plea  is  it  our  intention  to  defraud  them.  They 
grant,  that  the  terror  of  invafion  may  poffibly  be  ground- 
lefs,  that  the  Frencb  may  want  the  power  or  die  courage 
to  attack  us  in  our  own  country ;  but  they  muntan,  like- 
wife,  that  an  invafion  is  poflible,  that  the  armies  oi  France 
are  fo  numerous  that  ihe  may  hazard  a  laige  body  on 
the  ocean,  without  lea^ng  hcrfelf  expofed  i  that  Ihe  is 
exafperated  to  the  utmoft  degree  of  acrimony,  and  would 
be  willing  to  do  us  mifchief  at  her  own  peril.  They 
allow  that  the  invaders  may.  be  intercepted  at  fea,  or 
that,  if  thfy  land,  they  may  be  defeated  by  our  native 
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troops.  But  they  fay,  and  fay  juftly,  diat  danger  is 
better  avoided  than  encountered  -,  that  thofe  minifters 
confult  more  the  good  of  their  country  who  prevent  in- 
vafion,  than  r^l  it ;  and  that  if  thefe  auxiliaries  have 
only  favcd  us  fix>m  the'  anxiety  of  expefUng  an  enemy 
at  our  doors,  or  ftom  die  tumult  and  diftrefs  which  an 
invafion,  how  foon  foever  reprefled,  would  have  pro- 
duced, die  public  money  is  not  fpent  in  vain. 
-  Thefe  arguments  are  admitted  by  fome,  and  by  others 
r^e£^.  But  even  thofe  that  admit  them,  can  admit 
diem  only  as  pkas  of  neceffity }  for  they  confider  the 
reception  of  mercenaries  into  our  country  as  the  delpe- 
rate  remedy  of  de^rate  diftrefs ;  and  think  with  great 
reafon,  that  all  means  of  prevention  fhould  be  tried  to 
fave  us  from  any  fecond  need  of  fuch  doubtful  fuccours. 
That  we  are  able  to  defend  our  own  country,  that 
arms  are  moft  fafely  entrufied  to  our  own  hands,  and 
that  we  have  ftrength,  and  fkill,  and  courage,  equal  to 
die  beft  of  the  nations  of  the  continent,  is  the  opinion 
of  every  EngU^num  who  can  think  without  prejudice, 
and  fpeak  without  influence ;  and  therefore  it  will  not 
be  eafy  to  perfuade  the  nadon,  a  nation  long  renowned 
for  valour,  that  it  can  need  the  help  of  foreigners  to 
defend  it  from  invafion.  We  have  been  long  without 
the  need  of  arms  by  our  good  fortune,  and  long  mthout 
the  ufc  by  our  negligence ;  fo  long,  that  the  praftice 
and  almoft  the  name  of  our  old  trwied-b»nds  is  for- 
gotten. But  the  ftory  of  ancient  times  will  tell  us,  that 
the  tr^ned-bands  were  once  able  to  maintain  the  quiet 
and  fifety  of  their  country ;  and  reafon  without  hiftxjry 
will  inform  us,  that  thofe  men  arc  moA  likely  to  fighe 
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brayely,  pr  at  lejift  to  fig^t  obftinately,  irfw)  fight  for 
their  own  houfes  and  farms,  for  their  own  wives  and 
children. 

A  bill  was  therefore  tiered  for  the  pretention  of  any 
fi^re  danger  or  invafion,  or  neccflity  of  mercenary 
iprces,  by  re-<{tabliflilng  and  improving  the  militia. 
It  was  pafled  by  die  Commons,  but  rejefted  by  the 
Lords.  That  this  bill,  the  firfi:  eflay  of  political  con- 
fideration  as  a  fut:^£t  long  forgotten,  Ihould  be  little 
tp  objcftion,  cannot  be  ftrangej  bxii  furely,  juftice, 
poljcy,  common  re^on  require  that  we  ftiould  be  trufted 
with  our  own  defence,  and  be  kept  no  longer  in  fuch  a 
helplefs  ftate  as  at  onofe  to  dread  our  cnanies  and 
confederates. 

By  the  bill,  fuch  as  it  was  formed,  fixty  thoufand  men 
■yrould  always  be  in  arms.  We  have  ftiewn  *  how  they 
may  be  upon  any  exigence  eafily  increafed  to  an  hundred 
and  fifty  thouf^nd ;  and  I  believe,  ndther  our  fiiends 
nor  enemies  will  think  it  proper  to  infult  our  coalh  when 
they  expeft  to  find  upon  them  an  hundred  and  fifty 
ihoy(and  Englijbmm  with  fwords  in  their  hands. 


*  ^  Uteifry  Mag.  N^  ii.  p.  5}< 
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PREFACE 

T  O      A  H 

Intboduction  to  the  Game  of  Draughts. 

By  William  Payne,  Teacher  of  Mathematics*. 

IT  is  natural  for  a  tnan  to  think  well  of  die  2rt  which 
he  profefles  go  teach,  and  I  may;  therefore  be  ex- 
p^fted  to  have  fixne^eem  fiu-  the  play  (^Draughts. 
I  would  not,  hovever,  be  thought  to  over-rote  it.  Every 
.art  is  valued  in  a  joint  pn^nion  to  its  difficulty  and 
ufefulnefs.  The  Hie  of.  Draitghts  is  the  fame  with 
that  of  any  other  game  of  {kill,  that  it  may  amufe  thofe 
hours  for  which  nwre  laudable  employment  is  not  at 
hand/  and  happy  is  the  man  whofe  equability  of  temper 
and  conftancy  o(  perfeverancc  in  better  Aings,  exempt 
him  from  the  need  of  fuch  reliefs. 

Whatever  may  be  determined  concerning  its  Ute,  its 
difficulty  is  inconteftible ;  for  among  the  multitudes  that 
praftife  it,  very  few  underftand  it.  There  are  indeed 
not  many  who  by  any  frequency  of  pla^ng  can  attain  a 

*  Firft  pnbliflied  i;j6. 
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moderate  4cgrcc  of  -Atill  without  raample3  and  inftruc- 
tions.  I  hare  .therefore  here  given  a  CoUeftion  of  die 
moft  artful  ^ames,  the  moft  critical  fituations,  and  tl^ 
moft  ftriking  .revolutions,  that  have  fallen  within  my 
notice } '  which  are  fuch  as  may,  in  fome  reipe&Sj  "lee  this 
game  even  equal  with  that  of  Chefs. 

There  b  indeed  <Mie  fecret  boafted  in  the  World/which 
I  cannot  teach.  Some  men  pretend  te  an  in&llible 
jmethod,  by  which  he  that  moves  firft  fliall  win  the  g^me  \ 
but  no  fuch  )iero  has  it  ever  been  my  fortune  to  oi- 
countefi  and  no  fuch  do  I  expe£t  to  find.  Nor  cao  it 
be  proved  that  the  firft  plover  has  any  confiderable  ^- 
vantage  over  a  perfon  equally  fkilful  with  himfelf.  In 
this  opinion  I  have  the  cbncurrence  of  thofe  excellent 
filayers  Mr.  James  Raruiell,  Captain  Joh/t  Ge^ef,  and 
Mr.  H^ltiam  WoUy,*  my  intimate  and  worthy  ifiends, 
whofe  namples  have  greatly  contr^uced  to  my  fldll  in 
the  game ;  but  in  particular  thofe  of  die  great  RandeUt 
of  whom  it  may  ^th  probability  be  alTetted,  that  what 
he  could  not  attain  will  never  be  difcovcred. 
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PREFACE 

TO      THE 

OCTAVO      EDITION 

OF      THE 

ENGLISH    DICTIONARY. 

TTAVING  been  long  employed  in  the  ftudy  and 
■*■  -*■  culdvation  of  the  Englifli  language,  I  lately  pub- 
lifhed  a  djiftionary  like  thofe  compiled  by  the  academics 
of  Italy  and  Fiance,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  as  aipire  to 
cxaftnefs  of  criticifm,  or  elegance  of  ftyle. 

But  it  has  been  fince  confidered,  that  works  of  that 
kind  are  by  no  means  necelTary  to  the  greater  number 
of  readers,  who,  feldom  intending  to  write  or  prefuming 
1^  judge,  turn  over  books  only  to  amufe  their  leifure, 
.    and  to  g^  degrees  of  knowledge  fuitable  to  lower  charac- 
ters, or  neceflary  to  the  coinmon  bufinefs  of  life :  thefe 
know  not  any  other  ufe  of  a  dictionary  than  that  of 
adjufting  orthography,  and  explwning  terms  of  fciencc, 
or  words  of  infrequent  occurrence,  or  remote  derivation. 
For  thefe  purpofes  many  dictionaries  have  been  written 
by  difierent  authors,  and  with  different  degrees  of  fkillj 
R  but 
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but  none  of  them  have  yet  falkn  into  my  hands  by 
wJridi  cren  ^  ^oweft  expeSattons  could  be  fati^ied. 
Sohie  of  their  authors  wanted  induftry,  and  others  lite- 
jature :  fomc  knew  not  their  own  defefts,  and  others 
were  too  i3k  to  fup^ly  them. 

For  this  reafon  a  fmall  dlftionary  appeared  yet  to  be 
wanting  to  common  readers ;  aadi  as  I  may  without 
arrogance  claim  to  myfelf  a  longer  acquiuntance  widi 
the  lexicography  of  our  language  than  any  other  writer 
has  had,  I  fhall  hope  to  be  conlidered  as  having  more 
experience  at  leafl:  than  moft  of  my  predeceObrs,  and  as 
more  likely  to  accommodate  the  nadon  with  a  vocabu- 
lary of  daily  ule.  I  dierefo^  ofler  eo  the  public  an  ab- 
ftraft  or  epitome  of  my  former  work. 

In  comparing  this  with  other  dictionaries  of  the  fame 
kind,  it  wiD  be  found  to  have  feveral  advantages. 

I.  It  contains  many  words  hot  to  'be  found  in  any 
odier. 

il.  Many  barbarous  terms  and  phnifo,  by  which 
other  diftionaries  may  vitiate  the  flyle,  are  rqefted  from 
this. 

III.  The  words  are  more  correflly  fpelled,  partly  by 
attention  to  their  etymology,  and  pardy  by  oWervation 
of  the  practice  of  the  belt  authors.  * 

IV.  The  etym(rfa^es  and  derivations,  is^ether  from 
foreign  languages  or  from^tive  roots,  arc  more-dHi- 
gendy  traced,  and  more  diftinftly  noted. 

V.  The  fenfes-of  each  "Word  are  more  copioufly  enu- 
merated, and  more  clearly  explained. 

VI.  Many  words  occurring  in  the  elder  authors,  fiich 
as  Spenfer,  Shakfpeare,  and  Mihon,  which  had  been 
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hitherto  omitted,  are  here  carefully  inferted  j  fo  that  this 
book  may  ferve  as  a  glo&fy  or  expofitory  index  -to  -the 
poetical  writers. 

VII.  To  the  words,  and  to  the  different  fenTes  of 
each  word,  are  fubjoined  from  the  large  diftionary  the 
names  of  thofe  writers  by  whom  they  have  been  uled ; 
fo  that  the  reader  who  knows  the  dlBerent  periods  of  the 
language,  and  the  time  of  its  authors,  may  judge  of 
the  elegance  or  prevalence  of  any  word,  or  meaning  of 
a  word ;  and  mthout  recurring  to  other  books,  may 
know  what  are  antiquated,  what  are  unufual,  and  what 
are  recommended  by  the  beft  authority. 

The  words  of  this  diftionafy,  as  oppofed  to  others, 
are  more  diligendy  collefted,  more  accurately  fpelled, 
more  faithfully  explwned,  and  more  authentically  afcer- 
tained.  Of  an  abftraft  it  is  hot  neceffary  to  fay  more  j 
and  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  found  that  truth  requires  me 
to  fay  le{s. 
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MANY  naturalifts  are  of  opinioiij  tliat  the  animals 
which  we  commonly  confider  as  mute,  have  the 
power  of  imparting  their  thoughts  to  one  another.  That 
they  can  exprefs  general  lenfations  Is  very  certain  i  every 
being  chat  can  utter  founds,  has  a  different  voice  for 
pleafure  and  for  pain.  The  hound  informs  his  fellows 
when  he  fcents  his  game  ;  the  hen  calls  her  chickens  to 
.their  food  byjier  cluck,  and  drives  them  from  danger 
by  her  fcream. 

Birds  have  the  greateft  variety  of  notes ;  they  have 
indeed  a  variety,  which  feems  almoft  fufficient  to  make 
a  fpeech  adequate  ^o  the  purpofes  of  a  life,  which  is 
regulated  by  inftinft,  and  can  admit  little  cliange  or  im- 
provement. To  the  cries  of  birds,  curiofity  or  fuper* 
ftition  has  been  always  attentive ;  many  have  ftudied  the 
language  of  the  feadiered  tribes,  and  fome  have  boafted 
that  they  underftood  it. 

•  This  paper  was  omitted  wbeit  The  Idler  was  reprinted.    E. 

The 

Dci-zecbvGoogIc 


The      idler.  245 

The  moft  flcilful  or  moft  confident  interpreters  of  the 
fylvan  dialogues  have  been  commoniy  found  among  the 
philofophers  of  the  caft,  in  a  country  where  the  calfnnefs 
of  the  ^r,  and  the  mildnefs  of  the  feafons,  allow  the 
ftudent  to  pafs  a  great  part  of  the  year  in  groves  and 
bowers.  But  what  may  be  done  in  one  place  by  peculiar 
opportunities,  may  be  performed  in  another  by  peculiar 
diligence,  A  ihepherd  of  Bohemia  has,  by  long  abode 
in  the  forefts,  enabled  himfelf  to  underftand  the  voice 
of  birds ;  at  Icaft  he  relates  with  great  confidence  a  ftory, 
of  which  the  credibility  is  left  to  be  confidered  by  the 
learned. 

As  I  was  fitting  (faid  he)  within  a  hollow  rock,  and 
watching  my  Iheep  that  fed  in  the  valley,  I  heard  two 
vultures  interchangeably  crying  on  the  fummit  of  the 
cliff.  Both  voices  were  eameft  and  deliberate.  My 
curiofity  prevailed  over  my  care  of  tlie  flock ;  I  climbed 
fiowly  and  filently  from  crag  to  crag,  concealed  among 
the  flirubs,  till  I  found  a  cavity  where  I  miglit  fit  and 
liften  without  fuffering,  or  giving  difturbance. 

I  foon  perceived,  that  my  labour  would  be  well  re- 
paid ;  for  an  old  vuhure  was  fitting  on  a  naked  promi- 
nence, with  her  young  about  her,  whom  fTie  was  in- 
ftrufting  in  the  arts  of  a  vulture's  life,  and  prepving,  by 
the  laft  lefture,  for  their  final  djfmiffion  to  the  mountains 
and  the  (kits. 

My  children,  fud  the  old  vulture,  you  will  the  lefs 

want  my  inflxuftions,  becaufe  you  have  had  my  praftice 

before  your  eyes ;   you  have  feen  me  fnatch  from  the 

farm  the  houlhold  fowl,  you  have  feen  me  fcize  the 
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leveret  in  the  bufli,  and  the  kid  in  the  pafture  j  you 
know  how  to  fix  your  talons,  and  how  to  balance  your 
flight  -when  you  are  laden  with  your  prey.  But  you  re- 
member the  tafte  of  more  delicious  food  ■,  I  have  often 
rtgaled  you  mth  the  flefh  of  man.  Tell  us,  faid  the 
young  vultures,  where  man  may  be  found,  and  how  he 
may  be  known ;  his  flelh  is  furtly  the  natural  food  of  a 
vulture.  Why  have  you  never  brought  a  man  in  your 
talons  to  the  neft  ?  He  is  too  bulky,  faid  the  mother  j 
when  we  find  a  man,  we  can  only  tear  away  his  fiefh, 
and  leave  his  bones  upon  the  ground.  Since  man  is  fo 
big,  faid  the  young  ones,  how  do  you  kill  him  ?  You 
are  afraid  of  the  wolf  and  of  the  bear,  by  what  power 
are  vultures  luperior  to  man  ?  is  man  more  defencelels 
|3ian  a  Iheep  ?  We  have  not  the  ftrength  of  man,  re- 
turned the  mother,  and  I  am  fometimes  in  doubt  whc-r 
iher  we  have  the  fubtilty;  and  the  vultures  would  fcldom 
fcaft  upon  his  flefh,  had  not  nature,  that  devoted  him 
fo  our  ufes,  infufed  into  him  a  ftrange  ferocity,  which  I 
have  never  obferyed  in  any  other  being  that  feeds  upon 
the  earth.  Two  herds  of  men  will  often  meet  and  ftiake 
the  earth  with  noife,  and  fill  the  air  with  fire.  When 
yon  hear  noife  and  fee  fire,  with  flafhes  along  the  ground, 
haften  to  the  place  with  your  fwifteft  wing,  for  men  are 
furely  deflroying  one  another;  you  will  then  find  the 
ground  fmoldng  with  blood,  and  covered  with  carcafies,- 
of  which  many  are  difmembered  and  mangled  for  the 
Convenience  of  the  vulture.  But  when  men  have  killed 
their  prey,  faid  the  pupil,  why  do  they  not  eat  It? 
When  the  Wolf  has  killed  a  iheep,  he  ftiffers  not  the 
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vulture  to  touch  it  till  he  has  fatiafied  himfelf.  Is  not 
cnafi  another  kind  of  wolf?  Man,  (nd  the  mother*  is 
the  only  beaft  uriw  kills  that  which  he  does  not  devour, 
and  thisqualjty  makes  him  fo  mych  a  bcncfaftor  ;o  our 
ipecies.  If  men  kill  our  prey  and  lay  it  in  our  way, 
iwd  the  young  one,  what  need  Ihall  we  have  pf  lattour- 
iflg  for  ourfelves  ?  Becavfe  man  will,  fometimee>  rcplicf) 
the  mother,  remain  for  a  long  time  quiet  in  his  dgu. 
The  old  vultures  will  teU  you  when  you  are  to  watch 
his  motions.  When  you  fee  men  in  great  numbers 
moving  clofe  together,  like  a  fli^t  of  fl»rks,  you  may 
conclude  that  they  are  hunting,  and  that  you  will  foon 
revel  in  human  blood.  But  ftiU,  faid  the  young  bne, 
I  would  gladly  know  the  reafon  of  this  mutual  (laughter. 
I  could  never  kill  what  I  could  not  eat.  My  child,  laid 
the  mothe%  this  is  a  queition  which  I  cannot  anfwer, 
though  I  am  reckoned  the  moft  fubtile  bu-d  of  the 
mountain.  When  I  was  young,  I  ufed  frequently  to 
vifit  the  ayry  of  an  old  vulture,  who  dwelt  upon  the 
Carpathian  rocks ;  he  had  made  many  obfcrvations ;  he 
knew  the  places  that  afforded  prey  round  hb  habitation, 
as  far  in  every  direction  as  the  ftrongeft  wing  can  fly 
between  the  rifrng  and  fetting  of  the  fummer  fun ;  he 
had  fed  year  after  year  on  the  entrails  of  men.  His 
opinion  was,  that  men  had  only  the  appearance  of  uiimal 
life,  being  really  vegeubles  with  a  power  of  morion  ( 
and  that  as  the  boughs  of  an  oak  are  dalhed  t<^;ether  by 
the  flnrm,  that  fwine  may  fatten  upon  the  falling  acorns, 
fo  men  are  by  fome  unaccountable  power  driven  one 
sgainft  another,  rill  they  lofe  their  motion,  that  vultures 
R  4  may 
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may  be  fed.  Others  think  they  have  obfcrvcd  fomething 
of  contrivance  and  policy  among  thefe  mifchicvous  be- 
ings J  and  thofe  that  hover  more  clofely  round  them, 
pretend,  that  there  is,  in  every  herd,  one  that  gives  di- 
reftions  to  the  reft,  and  feems  to  be  more  eminently 
delighted  with  a  wide  carnage.  What  it  b  that  entitles 
him  to  fuch  pre-eminence  we  know  not  j  he  is  feldom 
die  bi^eft  or  the  fwifteft,  but  he  Ihews  by  his  eagernefs 
and  diligence  that  he  is,  more  than  any  of  the  others, 
a  friend  to  the  vultures. 
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GREEK      COMEDY, 

Tranflated  from  B  r  u  m  o  y  •. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

I  CONCLUDE  this  work  according  to  my  pro- 
mife,  mth  an  account  of  the  Comic  Theatre,  and 
intreat  the  reader,  whedier  a  favourer  or  an  enemy  of  the 
ancient  Drama,  not  to  pals  his  cenfure  upon  the  authors 
or  upon  mc,  without  a  regular  perufal  of  thb  whole 

*  Poblilhedby  Mn.Lennoxin  4to.  i7i;9.  To th«  third  voTnine 
of  (his  work  the  following  Advertifement  is  prefixed.  "  In  ihit 
"  Tolame,  the  Difcoarfe  on  the  Greek  Comedy,  and  the  General 
"  CpnclaGon,  are  rranflated  by  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Rani' 
"  bier.  The  Comedy  of  the  Birds,  and  that  of  Peace,  by  a  yoQDg 
"  Gentleman.  The  Comedy  of  the  Frogs,  by  the  learned  and  in- 
"  genious  Dr.  Gregory  Sharpe.  The  Difcourfe  opon  the  Cyclops, 
"  by  John  Boarrya,  EJq.  The  Cyclops,  by  Dr.  Grainger,  an-  ' 
"  thorof  the  tranllaiioDof  TibuUus."    E. 

work. 
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work.  For,  though  it  £ceia&  co  be  compofed  of  pieces 
of  which  each  may  precede  or  follow  without  depcndance 
upon  die  other,  yet  all  the  parts>  taken  tt^ther,  fonn 
a  lyftem  which  would  be  deftroyed  by  their  disjuni5tion. 
Which  way  Ihall  we  come  at  the  knowledge  of  the  an- 
dents  ibews,  but  by  comparing  together  all  that  is  left 
of  them  ?  The  v^ue  and  necelTity  of  this  compariTon 
detennined  me  to  publiffa  all,  or  to  pubUlh  nothing. 
Befides  the  reflexions  on  each  piece,  and  on  the  gene_ 
ral  tafte  of  antiquity,  which  in  my  opinioti,  arc  not 
without  importance,  have  a  kind  of  obfcure  gradarioni 
which  I  have  carefully  endeavoured  to  preferve,  and  of 
which  the  thread  would  be  loll  by  him  who  fliould 
nighdy  glance  fometimes  upon  one  piece,  and  fomc- 
times  upon  another.  It  is  a  ilru£ture  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  make  as  near  to  regularity  as  I  could, 
and  which  myft  be  feen  in  its  full  extent  and  in  pro- 
per fucceflion.  The  reader  who  fkipsfhere  and  there 
over  the  book,  might  make  a  hundred  objections  yriuch 
are  either  anticipated,  or  anfwered  in  thofe  pieces  which 
he  might  have  overlooked.  I  have  hid  fuch  ftrcfs  upon 
the  ccMioefUon  of  the  parts  of  this  work,  that  I  have 
declined  to  exhauft  the  fubje£t,  and  have  fuppreded 
many  of  my  notions,  that  I  mig^t  leave  the  judicious 
reader  to  pleafe  himfelf  by  fbraiing  Rich  conclofions 
as  I  ft^pofed  lam  Vkc  to  difcover,  as  weH  as  myfelf. 
I  am  not  here  attempting  to  prqudice  the  reader  by  an 
,  VpcAogf  either  for  the  ancients,  or  my  own  manner.  I 
have  not  claimed  a  rig^t  of  obliging  others  to  deter- 
■inine,  by  my  apinioo,  die  degrees  .of  eftocm  which  I 

think 
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diink  due  to  die.  authors  of  the  Athenian  Stage  j  nor 
do  I  think  that  their  reputation  in  the  prefent  tinie>, 
ought  to  depend  upon  my  mode  of  thinking  or  ex- 
preQing  my  thoughts,  which  I  leave  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  the  public. 


DISSERTATION,    &c. 


'I 


W  A  S  in  doubt  a  bng  time,  whe-  Reafims  vikjj- 
iher  I  Ihould  meddle  at  all  widi  g^^^Jf^^f 
the  Greek  comedy,  both,  bccaufe  the  without  tranf. 
pieces  which  remain  are  very  few.  the  J£j«  ^^  *"" 
iicentioufnefs  of  Arifiopb&neij  their  au-, 
thor,  is  exorbitant,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  draw  fiom 
the  performwces  of  a  fmgle  poet,  a  jull  idea  of  GreA 
comedy.  Befides,  it  feemed  that  tragedy  was  fufiicient 
CO  employ  all  my  attention,  that  I  might  give  a  com- 
plete reprefentation  of  that  kind  of  writing,  which  wm 
moft  efteemed  by  the  Jibeniam  and  the  wifer  Greeks  •, 
particularly  by  Sscrates,  who  fet  no  vafce  upon  comedy 
or  comic  aftors.  But  the  very  name  of  that  drama, 
which  in  polite  :^s,  and  above  all  others  in  our  own, 
has  been  fo  inuch  advanced,  that  it  has  become  equal 

*  There  nrai  a  lav  wUdi  foifttd  any  judge  of  ihe  Jrttfapu  to 
write  comedjr. 
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to  tragedy,  if  not  preferable,  incline  me  to  think  that 
I  may  be  partly  reproached'  wth  an  imperfet3:  work,  if, 
after  having  gone  as  deep  as  I  could  into  the  nature  of 
the  Greek  tragedy,  I  did  not  at  leaft  flcetch  a  draught  of 
the  comedy. 

I  then  confidered,  that  it  was  not  wholly  impoffible 
to  furmount,  at  leaft  in  part,  the  difficulties  which  had 
ftopt  me,  and  to  go  fomewhat  farther  than  the  learned 
■writers  *,  who  have  pubiilhed  in  French  fome  pieces  of 
Jrijiopbants ;  not  that  I  pretend  to  make  large  tranfla- 
tions.  The  fame  reafons  which  have  hindered  with  re- 
fpc£t  to  the  more  noble  parts  of  the  Greek  drama,  ojie- 
ratc  with"  double  force  upon  my  prefent  fubjeft.  Thougli 
ridicule,  which  is  the  bufinefe  of  comedy,  be  not  lefs 
uniform  in  all  times,  than  the  paffions  which  are  moved 
by  tragic  compofitions  j  yet,  if  diverfity  of  manners 
may  fomctimes  difguife  the  paffioijs  themfelves,  how 
much  more  greater  change  will  be  made  in  jocularities  ? 
The  truth  is,  that  they  are  fo  much  changed  by  the 
courfe  of  time,  that  pleafantry  and  ridicule  become  dull 
and  flat  much  more  eafily  than  the  pathetic  becomes 
ridiculous. 

That  which  is  commonly  known  by  the  term  jocular 
and  comic,  is  nothing  but  a  turn  of  expreffion,  an  airy 
phantom,  that  muft  be  caught  at  a  particular  point. 
As  we  lofe  this  point,  we  lofe  the  jocularity,  ■  and  find 
nodiing  but  dulnefs  in  its  place.  A  kcky  fally,  which 
has  filled  a  company  with  laughter,  will  have  no  efFca 
in  print,  becaufe  it  is  Ihewn  fingle  and  feparate  from 

•  Madame  Daeiir,  M.  Boi'uiii. 
4  the 

D.D.t.zeabyGoOglc 


GREEK     COWED  Y.         253 

the  circunaftance  which  gave  it  force.    Many  {atirical 
jefls,  found  in  ancient  books,  have  had  the  fame  fate  j 
their  fpirit  has  evaporated  by  time,  and  have  left  no- 
tliing  to  us  but  infipidity.    None  but  the  moft  biting   ■ 
paflages  have  preferved  their  points  unblunted. 

But,  bcfides  this  objeftion,  which  extends  univerfally 
to  all  tranflations  of  Arijlopbanes,  and  many  allufions  of 
which  time  has  deprived  us,  there  are  loofe  exprelHons 
thrown  out  to  the  populace  to  raife  laughter  from  cor- 
rupt paflions,  which  are  unwdrthy  of  the  curiofity  of 
decent  readers,  and  which  oug^t  to  reft  eternally  in  pro- 
per obfcurity.  Not  every  thing  in  this  infancy  of  co- 
medy was  excellent,  at  leaft  it  would  not  appear  excel- 
lent at  this  diftance  of  time,  in  comparifon  of  compo- 
fitions  of  the  fame  kind,  which  lie  before  our  eyes ; 
and  this  is  reafon  enough  to  fave  me  the  trouble  of  tranf- 
lariag,  and  the  reader  that  of  perufing.  As  for  that 
fmall  number  of  writers  who  dehght  in  thofe  delicacies, 
they  give  thcmfelves  very  little  trouble  about  tranflations, 
except  it  be  to  find  fault  with  them ;  and  the  majority 
of  people  of  wit,  like  comedies  that  may  give  them  plea- 
.fure,  witliout  much  trouble  of  attention,  and  are  not 
much  difpofed  to  find  beauties  in  that  which  requires 
long  deduftions  to  find  it  beautiful.  If  Helen  had  not 
appeared  beautiful  to  the  Creeks  and  Trojms  but  by  f 
force  of  argument,  we  had  never  been  told  of  die  SVe- 
JMi  war. 

On  the  otiier  fide,  Ariflophatus  is  an  author  more 
confiderable  than  one  would  imagine.  The  Hlftorj'  of 
Greece  could  not  pals  over  him,  when  it  comes  to  touch 
upon  the  people  of  Athens  -,   this  alone  might  procure 

him 
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him  re{pe&>  even  when  he  was  not  conHdertd  as  » 
comic  poet.  But  when  his  writings  are  taken  into  view, 
we  iind  him  the  only  author  from  whom  maybe  drawn 
8  juft  idea  of  the  comedy  of  his  age ;  and  farther,  wc 
find  in  lus  pieces,  that  he  often  makes  attacks  upoQ 
the  tragic  writers,  particularly  upon  the  three  chief, 
whofc  valuable  remains  we  have  had  under  examina- 
tion i  and,  what  is  yet  worfe,  fell  fbmetimes  upon  the 
fiate,  and  tipoh  the  gods  themfelves. 
ThechiefhMd.  ."•  Thefe  confiderations  have  detcr- 
of  chu  dif-  mined  me  to  follow,  in  my  reprefenta- 
tion  of  tlus  writer,  the  fame  method  which 
I  have  taken  in  fcveral  tragic  pieces,  which  is  that  of 
-giving  an  exa6t  analyfis  as  far  as  the  matter  would  al- 
low, -from  which  I  deduce  four  important  fyftems,  Firft, 
■Up<Mi  the  nature  of  the  comedy  of  that  age,  without 
omitting  that  of  A&wa«d(fr*.   Secondly,  Upon  the  vices 

and 

*  MntnJet;  an  Jlhenian,  Ton  of  Diepeihei  mi  HigtfiraUi,  wa> 
apparently  the  moft  eminent  of  the  writers  of  the  new  comedy. 
He  had  been  a  fcholar  of  Thtephraftui ;  his  paffion  for  the  women 
branght  iafiimy  upon  him  :  he  wai  fquint-eyed,  and  very  lively. 
Of  the  one  hundred  uid  eighty  comedies,  or,  accocding  to  Sw^iu, 
the  eighty  which  he  compofed,  and  which  Are  all  faid  to  be  tranf- 
laied  by  Ttrenee,  we  have  now  only  a  few  fragments  remaining. 
He  Aourifiied  about  the  115th  olympiad,  318  years  before  the 
Chrillian  JEn,  He  was  drowned  as  he  was  bathing  in  the  port  of 
Pirtui.  I  have  told  in  another  place,  what  is  faid  of  one  Phiitmin, 
-bis  antagonifti  not  fo  good  a  poet  as  himfelf,  but  one  who  often 
^ined  the  prize.  th,u  Pbiltiatm  was  older  than. him,  and  was 
much  in  falhion  in  the  lime  oi  AUxtatiir  the  Grt«t.  He  expreSed 
all  his  wilhes  in  two  lines,  ■  To  have  health,  and  fortune,  and 
'  pleafure,  and  never  to  be  in  debt,  is  all  I  defiie.'  He  was  veiy 
'      -  covetous. 
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4nd  government  of  Ae  Athenians.  TWidly,  Upon  the 
notion  we  ought  to  eiwcrtwn  of  ArifiofbatieSy  mth  re- 
fpeft  (o  Efch^lusy  Scphociti,  and  Euripidei.  Fourthly, 
Upon  the  jeft  which  he  m^s  upon  the  gods.  Thefc 
things  will  not  be  treated  in  order,  as  a  regular  difcxnirfc 
fcems  TO  require,  but  will  arife  fometimes  feparately, 
fometimes  together,  from  the  view  of  each  parricula" 
comedy,  andfrom  the  refleftions  which  this  fiee  man- 
ner of  writing  will  allow.  I  fliall  conclude  with  a  fhort 
view  of  the  whole,  and  fo  finifh  my  deflgn. 

in.  I  fliall  not  repeat  here  what  Madame  Haeierj 
•and  lb  many  others  before  her,  have  collefted  of  aH 
that  can  be  known  relating  to  the  hiftory  uiftory  of  co- 
of  comedy.  Its  beginnings  are  as  ob-  vmAj. 
icure  as  thofe  of  tragedy,  and  there  is  an  appearance 
'that  we  take  thefe  two  words  in  a  more  CKtenfive  mean- 
ing J  they  had  both  the  feme  original,  that  is,  they  be-  ■ 
^an  among  the  feftivals  of  the  vintage,  and  were  not 
diftinguilhed  from  one  another  but  by  a  burlefque  or 
lerious  chorus,  which  made  all  the  foul  and  all  the 
■body.  But,  if  we  give  thefe  words  a  ftrifttfr  fenfe,  ac- 
cording to  the  notion  which  has  fince  been  formed, 
comedy  was  produced  after  tragedy,  and  was  in  many 

coTCtoai,  >nd  was  piAured  with  his  fingers  hooked,  fo  that  he  lot 
hit  comedies  at  a  high  price.  He  lived  about  a  hundred  years, 
Ibine  &y  a  hundred  and  one.  Many  tales  are  told  of  his  death  ; 
FWfTMr/  Maximus  ftyi,  that  he  died  with  laughing  at  a  little  inci- 
dent :  &eiag  an  afa  eatiiig  hi*  fig*,  he  ordered  hi*  fcrraat  to  drive 
her  away  ;  the  man  made  no  great  hafie,  and  the  afi  eat  them  all. 
,  'Well  done,  byt^biltmtn,  now  give  her  fome  wine,'  jffmliiat 
ind  ^Mtliati  plKti  this  writer  much  below  AfnrojMW-,  but  give 
him  the  lecond  place. 

reljwfts 
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relpe&s  a  fequel  and  imitation  of  the  works  of  Efcbyliu. 
It  is  iQ  reality  nothing  more  than  an  action  fee  before 
die  fight,  by  the  iame  artifice  of  reprefentation.  No- 
thing is  diflferent  but  the  objeft,  which  is  merely  ridi- 
cule. This  original  of  true  comedy  will  be  eafily  ad- 
■  mittcdj  if  we  take  the  word  of  Horace,  who  muft  have 
known  better  than  us  the  true  dates  of  dramatic  wta-ka. 
This  poet  fupports  the  fyftem  which  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  eftablilh  in  the  fecond  difcourfe  *  fo  ftrongly  as 
to  amount  to  demonftrative  proof. 

Horace  f  expreffes  himfelf  thus ,  *'  "Tbejpis  is  faid  to 
"  have  befen  the  firft  inventer  of  a  fpecies  of  tragedy, 
*'  in  which  he  carried  about  in  carts,  players  fmearcd 
"  with  the  dregs  of  wine,  of  whom  fome  fung  and  others 
"  decliumed."  This  was  the  firft  attempt  both  of  tra- 
gedy and  comedy ;  for  TbeJ^  made  ufe  only  of  one 
fpcaker,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  dialogue. 
"  Efcirftus  afterwards  exhibited  them  with  more  dignity^ 
"  He  placed  them  on  a  ftage,  fomewhat  above  the  ground, 
*'  covered  their  faces  with  mafks,  put  bufldns  on  their 
.«  feet,  dreffed  them  in  trdling  robes,  and  made  them 
"  fpeak  in  a  more  lofty  ftylc."  Horace  omits  inventitm 
of  dialogue,  which  we  learn  from  jfrtJlotU  %.  But, 
however,  it  may  be  well  enough  inferred  from  the  fol- 
lowing words  of  Horace ;  this  completion  is  mentioned 
wliile  he  fpeaks  of  Efcbylus,  and  therefore  to  Efchyks  it 
muft  be  afcribed :  "  Then  firft  appeared  the  old  come- 
"  dy,  with  great  fuccefs  in  its  beginning."    Thus  we  fee 

•  Grett  Thtatre,  part  I.  vol,  I.  f  ^^-  P^^'-  ^-  '75' 

%  Poet.  ch.  4. 
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that  the  Greek  comedy  arofe  after  tr^cdy,  and  by  coil- 
fequcncc  tragedy  was  its  parent.  It  was  fbn1ncd".in  imi'- 
tatkm  of  EJcbyluij  the  inventor  of  the  tragic  drama; 
or,  to  go  yet  higher  into  antiquity,  had  its  original  from 
Htsmer^  who  was  the  guide  of  Efchylus.  For,  if  we  cre*- 
dit  ArifiotU  *,  comedy  !iad  its  birth  from  the  MargeteS, 
a  fatirical  poem  of  Hcmer,  and  tragedy  from  the  Jliad 
and  Odyjiy.'  Thus  the  defign  and  artifice  of  comedy 
were  drawn  from  Hcmer  and  Efchylus.  -^^^  j^.  gmj,o„. 
This  will  appear  lefs  farprifing,  fince  the  of  comedy, 
ideas  of  the  human  mind  are  always  gradual,  and  arts 
are  feldom  invented  but  by  imitation.  The  firft  idea 
contains  the  feed  of  the  fecond ;  this  fecond,  expanding  ' 
itfe;^,  gives  birth  to  a  third  j  arifl  fo  on.  Such  is  the 
progreis  of  the  mind  of  man ;  ix.  proceeds  in  its  pro- 
duftions  ftep  by  flep,  in  the  fame  manner  as  nature 
miiltipUes  her  works  by  imitating,  or  repeating  her  own 
aft,  when  fiie  fecms  moft  to  run  into  variety.  In  this 
manner  it  was  that  comedy  had  its  birth,  its  increafc; 
its  improvement,  its  perfeftion,  and  its  diverfity.  . 

IV.  But  the  queftion  is,  wjio  was  the  happy  author 
of  that  imitation,  and  that  fliew,.  whether  only  one  hke 
Efchyks  of-  tragedy,  6r  whether  they  were  feveral  f  for 
neidicr  Horace,  nor  any  before  him,  expl^ncd  this  f. 

This 

•  Po«.  ch-'4. 

t  ■  Th«  alteraiionsi  which  llBre  beed  ttiadt  In  ira^dy,  were 
'  pA^xptible,  and  the  aatbours  of  ihem  nnlcnown  ;  but  comedy  hai 

*  lain  in  ebfcurity,  bsing  not  caluTMed,  like  tragtdy.  from  th« 
'  time  of  its  origiilal ;  for  ii  was  long  before  the  magiftratea  begaa 
'  to  give  comic  chcnifle*.     It  wa*  iuA  exhibited  by  adors,  wiia 

*  played  valnntarily,  without  order*  of  the  magiftrateir    Fniin  the 

S  ■  time 
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This  poet  only  quotes  three  miters  vim  had  reputation 
in  the  old  Comedy,  EupoBs  *,  Cratitius  t»  and  Artfio- 
fhanes,  of  whom  he  fays,  *  That  they,  and  others  who 
*  wrote  in  the  feme  way,  reprehended  the  faults  of  par- 
'  titular  perfons  with  exccfTive  liberty.'  Thefe  arc  pro- 
bably the  poets  of  the  greateft  reputation,  though  they 
were  not  the  firft,  and  we  know  the  n:unes  of  many 
others  J.  Among  thefe  three  we  may  be  fure  that  ylrifio- 
■^hMUS  had  the  greateft  charafter,  fince  not  only  the  king 
of  Perfia  \  cxpreffcd  a  high  efteem  of  him  to  the  Gre- 

'  time  tbat  it  began  to  take  fome  fettled  form,  we  know  its  an. 
'  thotirt,but  are  not  infonaed  who  iirfi  nred  malks,  added  prologue*, 
'  increafed  the  number  (/  the  aAon,  and  joined  all  the  other 
'  things  which  now  belong  to  it.  The  £rft  that  ihooght  of  form- 
'  ing  comic  fables,  were  Epicharmmt  and  Phr»fs,  and  confequnitly 
'  this  manner  came  from  Sidly  :  Crmtn  was  the  firft  Aihtmam  that- 
<  adopted  it,  and  fbrfook  the  prafiice  of  grofi  raillery  that  prevail- 
■  ed  before.'  Arifist.  ch.  5.  Cra(«  flourilhed  in  the  Sad  Olym- 
piad, 4JD  years  before  our  Rxx,  twelve  or  thirteen  years  before 
Arijl»pheMti, 

*  F.uptlh  v!»a  an  Aibmian;  his  death,  which  we  Iball  mention 
prefenily,  [is  reprefented  difierently  by  anthors,  who  almoft  all 
agree  that  he  was  drowned.  Elimn  adds  an  incident  which  deferm 
to  be  mentioned :  he  fays  (book  x.  Of  Animals),  that  one  A^eet  of 
Sleufit,  made  Eafelh  a  prefent  of  a  fine  miiftif,  who  was  fo  faithful 
to  his  mafter  as  to  worry  to  death  a  Have  who  was  carrying  away 
fame  ofhii  comedies.  Headds,  that  when  the  poet  died  at  Egime, 
hti  dog  flaid  by  his  tomb  till  he  perifhed  by  grief  and  hunger. 

f  Craiimmt  of  Athtnt,  who  was  fon  of  CaUimiJei,  died  at  the  age 
of  ninety-feven.     He  cotnpofed  twenty  comedies,  of  which  nine 
had  tbepriK;  he  was  a  daring  writer,  but  a  cowardly  warrior. 
'  {  Huttlim  has  colle^d  the  fentences  of  fifty  Gmi  poeu  of  tko 
different  tges  of  comedy. 

II  Interlude  of  the  fecood  ftft  of  thtcoaedfiavtW  Th  Aharmnn 
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dm  ambaflkdors,  as  of  a  man  extremely  ufeful  to  his 
country,  and  P/aia  *  rated  him  fo  high,  as  to  fay,  that 
the  graces  refided  in  his  bolbm  i  but  likewife  becaufe 
he  is  the  only  writer  of  whom  any  comedies  have  made 
their  way  down  to  us,  through  the  confufion  of  times. 
There  arc  not  indeed  any  proofs  that  he  was  the  inven- 
tor of  comedy,  properly  fo  calkd,  efpccially  fince  he 
had  not  only  predeceiTors  who  wrote  in  the  fame  kind, 
but  it  is  at  leaft  a  fign,  that  he  had  contributed  morp 
than  any  other  to  bring  comedy  to  the  perfeftion  in 
which  he  left  it.  We  ihall,  therefore,  not  inquire. fer- 
thcr,  whether  regular  comedy  was  the  work  of  a  finale 
mind,  which  feems  yet  to  be  unletded,  or  of  feveral 
contemporaries,  fuch  as  thefe  which  Horace  quotes.  We 
muft  diftinguilh  three  forms  which  comedy  wore,  in 
confequence  of  the  genius  of  the  writers,  or  of  the 
laws  of  the  mag^ftrates,  and  the  change  of  the  govern- 
ment of  many  into  that  of  few. 

That  comedy  f ,  which  Horace  calls  ^j^  ,,  ., 
the  ancient,  and  which,  according  to  his  (lle>  and  aew 
account,  was  after  E/cirylus,  retained  fome-  ^""^  ^' 
thing  of  its  original  ftate,  and  of  the  licentioufnefs  which 
it  praftifed,  wliile  it  was  yet  without  regularity,  and  ut- 
tered ioofe  jokes  and  abufe  upon  the  palTers-by  from 
the  cart  of  Theffis.  Though  it  was  now  properly  mo- 
delled, as  might  have  been  worthy  of  a  great  theatre 
and  a  numerous  audience,  and  defcrved  the  name  of  a 

*  EpigTjun  attribored  to  Phia. 

t  This  hiftory  of  ibe  three  ages  of  comedy,  and  their  different 
chwaaen,  is  taken  in  part  from  the  valuable  fragments  oi  PU- 

S  a  regular 
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rtgular  comedy,  it  was  not  yet  much  nearer  to  decency. 
It  wss  a  rcprefcntatlon  of  real  aftions,  and  exhibited 
the  drefs,  the  motions,  and  the  ak,  as  far  as  could  be 
done  in  a  maik,  of  any  one  who  was  thought  proper  to 
be  facrificcd  to  public  fcorn.  In  a  city  fo  free,  or  to 
fay  better,  fu  licentious  as  Athens  was  at  that  time,  no- 
body was  fpared,  nor  even  the  chief  magiftrate,  nor  the 
very  judges,  by  whofc  voice  comedies  were  allowed  or 
prohibited.  The  infolcnce  of  chofc  performances  reach- 
ed to  open  impiety,  and  fport  was  made  equally  with 
men  and  gods  f.  Thefe  are  the  features  by  which  the 
greweft  part  of  the  compofitions  of  Arifitrphanes  will  be 
known.  In  which  it  may  be  particularly  obferved,  that 
not  the  leaft  appearance  of  prwfe  will  be  found,  and 
therefore  certainly  no  trace  of  flattery  or  fervility. 

This  licentioufnefs  of  the  poets,  to  which  in  fome  fort 
Scerates  fell  a  facrifice,  at  laft  was  reftrained  by  a  law. 
For  the  government,  which  was  before  (hared  by  all  the 
inhabitants,  was  now  confined  to  a  fettled  number  of 
citizens.  It  was  ordered,  that  no  man's  name  fhould  be 
menuoned  on  the  ftage  j  but  poetical  malignity  was  not 
Jong  in  Bnding  the  fecret  of  defeating  the  purpofc  of  the 
law,  and  of  making  themfelves  ample  compenfation  for 
the  reftraint  laid  upon  authors,  by  the  neceflity  of  in- 
venting falfe  names.  They  fet  themfelves  to  work  upon 
known  and  real  charafters,  fo  that  diey  had  now  the 
advant^;e  of  giving  a  more  exquifite  gradfication  to  the 
vanity  of  poets,  and  the  malice  of  fpeftators.  One  had 
the  refined  pleafure  of  fetting  others  to  gue£,  and  the 

f  It  will  be  fliewn  how  lod  in  what  rufc  thii  wai  sllowed.. 
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other  that  of  gueOing  right  by  naming  the  mafks.  When 
pictures  ai  e  fo  like,  that  the  name  is  not  wanted,  no 
body  infcribes  it.  The  confequencc  of  the  law,  there- 
fore, WiU  nothing  more  than  to  make  that  done  with  de- 
licacy, which  was  done  grofsly  before  j  and  the  art,  which 
was  expe^ed  would  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  duty, 
was  only  partly  tranfgreffed  with  more  ingenuity.  Of 
this  Arifiophanes,  who  was  comprehended  in  rfiis  law, 
gives  us  good  examples  in  fbme  of  his  poems,  Subb 
was  that  which  was  aftenvards  called  the  middle  comedy.. . 

The  new  comedy,  or  that  which  followed,  was  again 
an  excellent  refinement,  prefcribed  by  the  magiftrates, 
who,  as  they  had  before  forbid  the  ufe  of  real  names, 
forbad  afterwards  real  fubjei^s,  and  the  train  df  chorul&s* 
too  much  g^ven  to  abufe :  fo  that  the  poets  law  them-« 
felves  reduced  to  the  necefTity  oS  bringing  ima^nary 
names  and  fubje£ts  upon  the  lUge,  which  at  once  puri- 
fied and  enriched  the  theatre ;  for  comedy  from  that 
time  was  no  longer  a  fury  armed  wth  torches,  but  & 
pleafing  and  innocent  mirr(»-  of  human  life. 

Cbacun  pe'mt  avec  art  dans  ce  neuvfau  miroir 
Sy  vit  avec  flaijir,  ou  crut  fie  s'y  fas  voir  I 
Vavarc  des  premiers  rtt  du  tahkau  fideile 
D'ltn  avare /ouvent  trace  fur  Jon  modelle ; 
Et  mille  f»s  un  fat  finemenl  exprimi 
Mtcomut  le  portrait  Jur  iui-mhne  forme  \. 

*  Perhaps  the  chonii  was  forbid  in  the  middle  age  of  the  comedjr. 
fUtUuint  feems  to  fay  fo. 

t  D*/trtmx  An.  Put.  (fiMiU.  8. 
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The  comedy  of  Menander.  and  "Terence  is,  in  propriety 
of  fpeech,  the  fine  comedy.  I  do  not  repeat  all  this 
^er  fo  maiy  writecs  but  juft  to  recall  it  to  memory, 
and  to  add  to  what  they  havefaid,  Ibmething  which  they 
have  oraitted,  a  fingiilar  efFeft  of  pubUc  edidb  appear- 
ing in  the  fucceffivc  progrefs  of  the  art.  A  naked  hif- 
tory  of  poets  and  of  poetry,  fiich  as  has  been  often  given, 
i?  a  mere  body  without  foul,  unlefs  it  be  enlivened  with 
an  account  of  the  birth,  progrefs,  and  perfeftion  of  the, 
aft,  and  of  the  caufes  by  which  they  were  produced. 

VI.  To  omit  nothing  effential  which  concerns  this 
The  Latin  co-  P^''^>  '^^  ^^'  ^^X  ^  viovA  of  the  Latin  co- 
•nedy.  medy.    When  the  arts  paffcd  from  Greece 

ttf  Rome,  comedytook  its  turn  among  the  reft :  but  the 
Rimam  applied  themfelves  only  to  the  new  fpecies,  with- 
I3ut  chorus  or  perfonalabufe  ;  though  perh^s  they  might 
hav«  played  fbme  tranflations  of  the  old  or  the  mjddle  _ 
comedy,  for  Plitty  gives  an  account  of  one  wMch  was  re- 
prefcnted  in  his  own  time.  But  the  Roman  comedy, 
which  was  modelled  upon  the  laft  fpecies  of  the  Greeks 
hath  neverthelefs  its  different  ages,  according  as  its  au- 
thors were  rough  or  polifhcd.  The  pieces  of  IJvius 
Andronifus  •,  more  ancient  and  lefs  refined  than  thofe 
of  the  writers  who  learned  the  art  from  him,  may  be  faid 
to  compofe  the  firft  age,  or  the  old  Roman  comedy  and 
tragedy.  To  him  you  muft  join  Nevius  his  contempo- 
rary, and  EmiuSi  who  lived  feme  years  after  him.  The 
fccond  age  comprlfes  Pamvius,  CecUius,  Accius^  and  Pleu- 
taJ,  unlefs  it  ihall  be  thought  better  to  reckon  PJautiU! 

*  The.year  cf/!MW5i4f  thefirft  jear  of  the  135th  OljrmpUd. 
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with  terencti  xa  make  the  third  and  high^ft  age  of  the 
Latin  comedy>  which  may  properly  be  called  the  new 
comedy,  cfpecially  with  regard  to  Terence,  who  was  the 
friend  .of  l^lim,  and  the  faithful  copier  of  Menender. 

But  the  Romans,  without  troubling  themfelves  with 
this  order  of  fucceflion,  diftinguifhed  their  comedies  by 
the  drelfcs  *  of  the  players.  The  robe,  caUed  pratextat, 
with  large  borders  of  purple,  being  the  formrf  drcfs  o* 
ma^itrates  in  their  dignity,  and  in  the  exercife  of  their 
office,  the  a£tors,  who  had  this  dre&,  gave  its  name  to 
the  comedy.  This  is  the  fame  with  that  called  "Tra- 
beata  |,  from  Trahea,  the  drefs  of  the  confuls  in  peace 
and  the  generals  in  triumph.  The  fecond  fpecies  intro- 
duced the  fenators  not  in  ^at  offices,  but  as  privare 
men ;  this  was  called  Teges,  from  Togata.  The  laft  fpe- 
cies was  named  'Tahtmaria,  from  the  tunic,  or  the  com- 
mon drefs  of  the  people,  or  rather  from  die,  mean  houfes 
which  were  pwnted  on  the  fcene.  There  b  no  need 
of  mentioning  the  farces,  which  took  their  name  and 
original  from  Alella,  an  Micient  town  of  Campama  in  haiyy 
becaufe  they  differed  from  the  low  comedy  only  by 
greater  licentioufncfs ;  nor  of  thofe  which  were  called 
Paliiatety  from  the  Greek,  a  cloak,  in  irfiich  the  Gr^ 
charafters  were  dreffed  upon  the  RomoH  flage,  becaufe 
that  habit  only  diftinguifhed  the  nation,  not  the  dignity 
or  charadler,  like  thofc  which  have  been  mentioned  be- 
fore. To  fay  trudi,  thcfc  are  but  trifling  diftindions  j 
for,  as  we  Oiall  fhc*  in  the  following  pages,  comedy 

•  Frmtixt*,  Tt^at^f  Tattmaritt. 

f  Suit.  Jt  CUrit  Grmiimat,  hji,  that  C,JB*lifii,  Ubtlrian  to  dm^  ■ : 
Pffm,  WH  tkc  muIm*  of  iu  , 
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may  be  more  ufefully  and  judicioufly  diftinguilhed^  by 
the  general  nature  of  its  fubjedU.  As  va  the  Rimens, 
whether  they  had,-  or  had  not,  rcafon  for  thefe  names, 
they  have  left  us  fo  little  upon  the  fubjccl  wliich  is  come 
down  to  us,  th<.t  we  nee^t  not  trouble  ourfelves  with  a 
djftincuon  which  »Bbrds  iis  no  folid  fatisfaftion.  Piau~ 
IHS  and  -fere^ce,  the  only  authors  of  whom  we  arc  in  pof- 
feillon,  give  us  a  flilkr  notion  of  the  real  nature  of  their 
comedy,  with  refpc-fh  at  ieaft  to  their  own  times,  than 
can  be  received  from  names  and  terms,  from  which  we 
have  no  real  exemplification. 

,     VII.  Not  to  go  too  far  out  of  our  way,  let  us  return 
to  Jrijlephanes,  the  only  poet  in  whom  we  can  now  find 

the  Greek  comedy.  He  is  the  (ingle  writer, 
iBedyiircducrd  whom  thC  violence  of  time  has  in  feme 
"till?  '^"'^'''      ^^&^^  fpared,    after  having  buried   in 

darknefs,  and  almoft  in  forgetfulnefs,  fo 
many  great  men,  of  whom  we  have  nothing  but  the 
names  and  a  few  fragments,  and  iuch  flight  memorials 
a$  arefcarcely  fufficicnt  to  defend  them  againft  the  cne- 
rpies  of  the  honour  of  antiquity  -,  yet  thefe  memorials 
are  like  the  laft  glimmer  of  thefetting  fun,  which  fcarce 
afford  us  a  weak  and  fading  light ;  yet  from  this  glim- 
mer we  muft  endeavour  to  coUeft  rays  of  fufficicnt 
ftrcngth  to  form  a  pifture  of  the  Greek  comedy  approach- 
ing as  near  as  poflible  to  the  truth. 

Of  the  pcrfonai  character  of  Ariftc-pbanes  lirdc  is 
kjoown ;  what  account  we  can  give  of  it  muft  theretOTC 
be  had  from  his  comedies.  It  can  fcarcely  be  f^id  with 
teffainty  of  what  cojintry  he  was ;  the  invedives  pf  his 
enemies  fo  often  called  in  queftion  his  qualjficatipn  as  » 

citizen. 
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citizen,  that  they  have  made  it  doubtful.  Some  faid, 
Kc  was  of  Rhodes,  others  of  Egma,  a  little  ifland  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  all  agreed  that  he  was  a.  ftrMiger.  ^ 
As  to  himfclf,  he  faid  that  he  was  the  f6n  of  Philip,  and 
born  in  the  Ofdalbenian  quarter ;  but  he  confeffed  that 
feme  of  his  fomine  was  in  Egena,  which  was  probably 
die  original  feat  of  his  family.  He  was,  however,  for- . 
maiiy  declared  a  citizen  of  Athens,  upon  evidence,  whe- 
ther good  or  bad,  upon  a  decifive  judgment,  and  this 
for  having  made  his  judges  merry  by  an  jqjpUcation  of 
a  faying  of  Telemacbus  *,  of  which  rfiis  is  the  fenfe :  "  I 
"  am,  as  my  mother  teUs  me,  the  fon  of  Philip ;  for  my 
"  own  part,  I  know  Ijtde  of  the  matter,  for  what  child 
"  knows  his  own  father  ?"  Tliis  piece  of  merriment  did 
him  as  much  good,  as  A-cbias  received  from  the  ora- 
tion of  Cicerc  f,  who  faid  that  that  poet  was  a  Reman 
citizen.  An  honour  which,  if  he  had  not  inherited  b^ 
birth,  he  dcferved  for  his  geiyus.' 

jlrijiopbanes  ^  flourifhed  in  the  age  of  the  great  men 
of  Greece,  particulariy  oi  Socrates  and  Euripides,  both  of 
which  he  outlived.  He  made  a  great  figure  during  the 
whole  Pelepennejian  war,  not  merely  as  a  comic  poet  by 
whom  the  people  were  diverted,  but  as  the  cenfor  of  the 
government,  as  a  man  kept  in  pay  by  the  ftate  to  re- 
form it,  and  almoft  to  aA  the  part  of  the  arbitrator  of 
the  public.  A  particular  account  of  his  comedies  will 
beft  let  us  into  his  perfonal  chara&er  as  a  poet,  and  into 
the  nature  of  his  genius,  which  is  what  we  are  moft  in- 

•  Htiur,  OJxf*j.  t  Orat.  frt  Arthia  Puta, 

J  In  the  S5th  year  of  tite  Olympiad,  437  before  our  ^a,  and 
3 17  of  the  fonadadon  of  Siaau,      , 

terefted 
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tcTcfted  to  know.  It  wll,  however,  not  be  amife  to 
prepoffds  our  readers  a  little  by  the  judgments  diat  had 
been  pafled  upon  him  by  the  critics  of  our  own  time, 
widiout  forgetting  one  of  the  ancients  that  defcrves  great 
refpca. 

JfiSiitUMti  VIII.  "  ^ijlcpbanes,  fays  father  jR^ipo/, 

cenlurcd  and  "  is  not  exaft  in  the  contrivance  of  his 
^       '  "  fables  i  his  fidions  are  not  prtAable  j 

-  **  he  brings  feal  charaifters  upon  the  (tage  too  coarfely 
"  and  too  openly.  Socrates,  whom  he  ridicules  fo  much 
"  in  hjs  plays,  had  a  more  delicate  turn  of  burlefque 
"  than'himfelf,  and  had  his  merriment  without  his  im- 
*i  pudence.  It  is  true,  that  .t^ifiepha»ej  wrote  amidft 
**  the  confiriion  and  Ucenuoufnels  of  the  old  comedy, 
"  and  he  was  well  acquiunted  with  the  humour  of  the 
*'  yfibenioMs,  to  whom  uncommon  merit  always  gave 
"  iii%uft,  and  therefore  he  made  the  eminent  men  of 
**  his  time  the  fubjed  of  Ijis  merriment.  But  the  too 
*'  great  delire  which  he  had  to  delight  the  people  by 
"  exp<^]ng  worthy  characters  upon  the  ftage,  made  him 
*^  at  the  fame  time  an  unworthy  man  j  and  the  mm  of 
'*  his  genius  u>  ridicule  was  disfigured  and  corrupted  by 
*'  the  indelicacy  and  outrageoufhefs  of  his  manners. 
"  After  alt,  his  plcaiantry  confifls  chiefly  in  new  coined 
**  puffy  language.  The  difli  of  twenty-fix  fyllables, 
**  which  he  gives  in  his  laft  fccne  of  his  Femaie  Orators, 
"  would  pleafe  few  taftes  in  our  days.  His.  language 
f  is  fometimes  obfcure,  perjJexed  and  vulgar,  and  his 
•*  frequent  play  wirfi  words,  his  oppofitions  of  contra- 
**  diAory  terms,  his  mixture  of  tragic  and  comic,  of 
('  ferious  and  burlefque,  are  all  flat }  and  his  jocularity, 

« if 
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*  if  you  examine  ic  to  the  bottom,  is  all  faUe.  ^- 
"  Ttander  is  diverting  in  a  more  elegant  manner  \  his  ftjrle 
"  is  pure,  clear,  elevated,  and  natural ;  he  pcrfuades  like 
**  an  orator,  and  inftru^  like  a  philofopher ;  and  if  we 
"  may  venture  to  judge  upon  the  fragments  which  re-- 
"  main,  it  appears  that  his  pidures  of  civil  life  are 
'*  pleafmg,  that  he  makes  every  one  fpeak  accoirding  to 
'*  his  charafter,  that  every  man  may  apply  his  pi£hirei 
"  rf  life  to  himfelf,  bccaufe  he  always  follows  nature^ 
"  and  feels  for  the  pcrfonages  which  he  brings  upon  die 
"  ftage.  To  conclude,  Vlutarch,  in  his  companion  of 
**  thefe  authours,  fays,  that  the  Mufe  ot  Arifit^ann  tr 
"  an  abandoned  proffitute,  and  that  of  jWif»(wrii!(r  a  mod^ 
•*  woman." 

It  is  evident  that  this  whole  charafter  is  taken  from 
.  Plutarch.  Let  us  now  go  on  with  this  remark  of  father 
Rapin,  fince  we  have  already  fpoken  of  the  Lalm  co- 
medy, of  which  he  gives  us  a  defcriprtion. 

'*  With  relpeft  to  the  two  Latin  comic  poets,  PloKtut 
**  is  ingenious  in  his  defigns,  happy  in  his  conceptions, 
'*  and  fruitful  of  invention.  He  has,  however,  acowd-" 
**  ing  to  Horace,  fome  low  jocularities,  and  thofc  finait 
"  iayings,  which  made  the  vulgar  laugh,  made  him  be 
"  pitied  by  men  of  higher  tafte.  It  is  tnie,  that  fome 
•*  of  his  jefls  are  extremely  good,  but  others  likewife 
**  are  very  bad.  To  this  every  man  is  exptrfed,  who 
"  is  too  much  determined  to  make  iallies  of  merriment  j 
'*  they  endeavour  to  raifethat  laughter  by  hyperboles, 
**  which  would  not  arife  by  a  juft  rqirefentation  of  things. 
'•  Plautus  is  not  quite  fo  regular  as  Terence  in  the  fchemc 
ff  of  his  defi^}  or  in  the  diftribution  of  hts  afts,  but 
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«  he  is  more  fimple  in  Ms  plot ;  for  the  fables  of  ference 
"  arc  commcHily  complex,  a»maybefeen  in  his^siirM, 
**  which  contains  two  ainours.  It  was  imputed  as  a 
**  fault  to  Terence,  that,  to  bring  more  adtion  upon  the 
"  ftage,  he  made,  one  Latin  comedy  out  of  two  Greek ; 
"  but  then  Terence  unravels  his  plot  more  naturally  than 
"  Fiautus,  which  Plauius  did  more  naturally  than  Jrifie- 
**  phones ;  and  though  Cafar  calls  Terence  but  raie  half 
**  oi  Mentader,  becaufe,  though  he  had  foftne(s  and 
**  ddicacy,  there  was  in  him  fome  want  of  fprightlinefs 
**  and  ftrength ;  yet  he  has  written  in  a  manner  fo 
**  natural  and  lb  judicious,  that,  though  he  was  then 
**  oidy  a  copy,  he  is  now  an  original.  No  author  has 
"  ever  had  a  more  exa£t  fenfe  of  pure  nature.  Of 
**  CeciHus,  fince  we  have  only  a  few  fragments,  I  Ihall 
**  fay  nothing.  All  that  we  know  of  him  is  told  us  by 
«  Varrus,  that  he  was  happy  in  the  choice  of  fubjeib.'' 

Rapin  omits  many  others  for  the  fame  reafon,  that  we 
have  not  enough  of  their  works  to  qualify  us  forjudges. 
While  we  are  upon  this  fut^eft,  it  will  perhaps  not  dif- 
pleafe  the  reader  to  fee  here  what  that  cntic's  opinion  is 
cf  Lopei  de  Vega  and  MsHere.  It  will  appear,  that,  with 
refpe£t  to  Li^s  de  Vega,  he  is  rather  too  pnrfufe  of 
prwfc ;  that  in  faking  of  Meiiere,  he  is  too  parfimo- 
nious.  This  piece  will,  however,  be  trf  uie  to  our  de- 
^jnj  ^en  we  Ih^  examine  to  the  bottom  what  it  is 
that  ought  to  make  the  charadter  of  comedy. 

"  No  man  has  ever  had  a  greater  genius  for  comedy 
"  than  Lopet  de  Vega  the  Spaniard.  He  had  a  fertility 
"  of  vrit,  joined  with  great  beauty  of  conception,  and  a 
*'  wonderful  readinefs  of  compofitioni  for  he  has  written 

*•  more 
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*'  more  than  three  hundred  comedies.  His  name  alone 
'*  gave  reputadcm  to  hts  pieces ;  for  his  reputation  was 
"  fo  well  eftabliihed,  that  a  work,  which  came  from 
*'  his  hands,  was  lure  to  claim  the  approbation  of  the 
"  public.  He  had  a  mind  too  extenfive  to  be  fubjeded 
*'  to  rules,  or  reftrained  b7  limits.  For  that  reafon  he 
"  gave  himfelf  up  to  his  own  genius,  on  which  he  could 
*'  always  depend  with  confidence.  When  he  wrote,  he 
"  confuked  no  other  laws  than  the  t^e  of  his  audirors, 
"  and  regulated  his  manner  more  by  the  fuccels  of  his 
*'  work  than  by  the  rules  of  reafon.  Thus  he  dif- 
"  carded  all  fcruples  of  unity,  and  all  the  fupcrflition  of 
"  probability."  (This  is  certainly  not  faid  with  a  dcBgn 
to  praifc  him,  and  muft  be  connefted  mth  that  which  , 
immediately  follows.)  *'  But  as  for  the  moft  part,  he 
*'  endeavours  at  too  much  jocularity,  and  carHes  ridicule 
"  to  too  much  refinement ;  his  conceptions  are  often 
"  rather  happy  than  juft,  and  rather  wild  than  natural ; 
"  for,  by  fubtilizing  merriment  too  far,  ic  becomes  too 
"  nice  to  be  true,  and  his  beauties  lofe  their  power  of 
*'  ftriking  by  being  too  delicatt  and  aaite. 

"  Among  us,  nobody  has  carried  ridicule  in  comedy 
"  farther  than  Moliere.  Our  ancient  comic  writers 
"  brought  no  characters  higher  than  fervants,  to  make 
*'  fpcMt  upon  the  theatre ;  but  we  are  diverted  upon  the 
"  theatre  of  Moliere  by  marquifes  and  people  o(  quality. 
"  Others  have  exhibited  in  comedy  no  ^cies  of  life 
"  above  dial  of  a  citizen;  but  AibiSferf  fliews  us  all  Parif, 
*'  and  the  court.  He  is  the  only  man  amongft  us,  who 
"  has  laid  open  thofe  features  of  nature  by  which  he  is 
"  exa£tly  marked,  and  may  be  accurately  known.  The 
3  .      "  beauties 
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^  beauties  of  his  pidures  are  lb  natural,  that  the^  are 
"  fdt  by  perfons  of  the  Icaft  difcemment,  and  his  power 
•*  of  pleafantry  received  half  its  force  from  his  power 
.  *<  of  copying.  His  Mifanthrc^  is>  in  my  opinion,  the 
**  moil  complex,  and  likewife  die  moft  fingiilar  charac- 
*'  ter  that  1ms  'ever  ^ipeared  upon  the  flage :  buc  the 
V  di^fidon  of  his  comedies  is  always  defective  fome 
"  way  or  another.  This  is  all  irfiich  we  can  obferve  in 
•*  general  tipon  cmnedy." 

Such  are  the  thoughts  of  one  of  the  moft  refined 
judges  of  works  of  genius,  from  which,  thou^  they 
are  not  all  oraculous,  Ibme  advantages  may  be  drawn, 
as  they  always  make  Ibme  i^roaches  to  truth. 

Madame  Dacier*,  having  her  mind  full  of  the  merit 
f^  /irijiepbanes,  exprefles  hcrfelf  in  this  manner :  "  No 
"  man  had  ever  more  difcemment  than  him,  in  finding 
**  out  the  ridicidous,  nor  a  more  ingenious  manner  of 
**  Ihewing  it  to  others.  Hb  remarks  are  natural  and 
**  cafy,  ■  and,  what  very  rarely  can  be  found,  with  great 
«  copioufnefs  he  has  great  delicacy.  To  fay  all  at  once,  . 
"  the  j^tic  wit,  of  which  the  ancients  made  fuch  boaft, 
*•  appears  more  in  Ariftophanes  than  in  any  other  that  I 
"  know  of  in  antiquity.  But  what  is  moft  of  all  to  be 
*•  admired  in  him  is,  that  he  is  always  fo  much  mafter 
*'  of  the  fubjcd:  before  him,  that,  without  doing  any 
**  violence  to  himfelf,  he  finds  a  way  to  introduce  natu- 
••  rally  things  which  at  firft  appeared  moft  diftant  from 
"  his  purpofc;  and  even  the  moft  quick  and  unexpcfted 
**  (^  his  defukorylaUies  appear  the  necellaryconfequence 

»  Pfc&ce  to  fb^v,    Purit,  1S94. 
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*'  of  the  foregoing  incidents.  '  This  is  that  art  which 
*•  fees  the  dialogues  of  Plafo  above  imitation,  which  we 
"  muft  confider  as  fo  many  dramatic  pieces,  which  are 
"  equally  entertaining  by  the  action  and  by  the  dia- 
"  logue.  The  ftyle  of  yS^opijwj  is  no  left  pleafing 
"  than  his  fancy  j  for,  befides  its  clcamefs,  its  vigour, 
"  and  its  fweetnefs,  there  is  in  it  a  certain  harmony  fo 
"  deUghtfuI  to  the  ear,  that  there  is  no  pleafore  equal  t» 
**  that  of  reading  it.  When  he  applies  himfelf  to  vulgar 
*'  mediocrity  of  fiyle,  he  defcends  without  meannefs : 
"  when  he  attempts  the  fublime,  he  is  elevated  without 
"  obfcurity}  and  no  man  has  ever  had  the  art  of  blend- 
"  ing  all  the  different  kinds  of  writing  fo  equally  toge- 
"  ther.  After  having  ftudied  all  that  is  left  us  of  Gre-  ' 
"  cioH  learning,  if  we  have  not  read  AriflopbaneSy  we 
"  cannot  yet  know  all  the  charms  and  beauties  of  that 
"  language." 

IX.  This  is  a  pompous  elogium ;  but  „.  ,,  - 
let  us  fulpend  our  opinion,  and  hear  that  tlment  upon  A- 
oi  Plutarch,  who,  being  an  ancient.  wcU  ^^^t^'  "** 
deferves  our  attention,  at  leaft  after  we 
have  heard  the  modems  before  him.  This  is  then  Ae 
fum  of  his  judgment  concerning  Ariftopbanes  and  Me- 
vander.  To  Menmder  he  gives  the  preference,  without 
■  allowng  much  competition.  He  objefts  to  AriflapbaneSy 
that  he  carries  all  his  thoughts  beyond  nature,  that  he 
writts  rather  to  the  crowd  than  to  men  of  charafter  j 
that  he  affefts  a  flyle  obfcure  and  licentious,  tragical, 
pompous^  and  mean,  fometimes  ferious,  and  fometimes 
hidicrous,  even  to  puerility  j  that  he  makes  none  trf"  hi^ 
perfonages  fpeak  according  to  any  diftinft  charaAer,  fo 

that 
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that  in  his  fcenes  the  fon  cannot  be  known  from  the  Cz- 
rfier,  the  citizen  from  the  boor,  the  hero  from  the  (hop- 
k«pcr,  or  the  divine  from  the  ferving-man.  WhereiB 
-the  diftion  of  MenanJer,  which  is  always  uniform  and 
pure,  is  very  juftly  adapted  to  different  charafterSj  riling 
when  it  is  neceffary  to  vigorous  and  fprightly  comedy, 
yet  without  tranfgrefllng  the  proper  limits,  or  lofing 
fight  of  nature,  in  which  Menander,  fays  Plutarch,  has 
attained  a  perfedion  to  which  no  other  writer  has  arrived. 
l^or,  what  man,  befides  himfelf,  has  ever  found  the  art 
of  making  a  difcion  equally  fuitable  to  women  and  chil-* 
dren,  to  old  and  young,  to  divinities  and  heroes  ?  Now 
Menander  has  found  this  happy  fecret,  in  the  equality 
arid  flexibility  of  his  diftion,  wluch,  though  always  the 
fame,  is  neverthelefs  different  upon  difFerent  occafions  ; 
like  a  current  of  clear  water  (to  keep  clofely  to  the 
thoughts  of  Plutarch),  which  running  through  banks 
differently  turned,  complies  with  all  their  turns  back- 
ward and  forward,  without  changing  any  diing  of  its 
nature,  or  its  purity.  Plutarch  mentions  it  as  a  part  of 
the  merit  of  Menander,  that  he  began  very  young,  and 
was  flopped  only  by  old  £^,  at  a  time  when  he  would 
have  produced  the  greatcft  wonders,  if  death  lud  not 
prevented  him.  This,  joined  to  a  retlefticm,  which  he 
makes  as  he  returns  to  Artftepbanes,  fhews  that  Arifio- 
fhanes  continued  a  long  time  to  dilplay  his  powers  :  for 
his  poetry,  fays  "Plutarch,  is  a  flrumpet  tliat  affefts  fome- 
times  the  wrs  of  a  prude,  but  whofe  impudence  cannol 
be  forgiven  by  the  people,  and  whofe  affefted  modefly 
is  defpifed  by  men  of  decency.  Matandtr,  on  the  cmi- 
crary,  always  fhews  himj^lf  a  man  agreeable  and  witty. 
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a  companion  defirablc  upon  the  ftage,  at  table,  and  in 
gay  aHemblies ;  an  extraft  of  all  the  treafures  of  Greecet 
who  deferves  always  to  be  read,  and  always  to  pleafe. 
His  irreftftible  power  of  perfuafion,  and  the  reputation 
which  he  has  had,  of  being  the  beft  matter  of  language  ' 
of  Greece^  fuTiciently  Ihews  the  dclightfulncfs  of  his  ftyle. 
Upon  this  article  of  Menander,  Plafarch  does  not  know 
how  to  make  an  end  :  he  fays,  that  he  is  the  delight  of 
philofophers  fatigued  with  (hidy;  that  they  ufe  his  works 
as  a  n)eadow  enamelled  with  flowers,  where  a  purer  air 
gratifies  the  fenfe ;  that,  notwithdanding  the  powers  of 
the  other  comic  poets  of  Atbms,  Menander  has  always 
been  confidered  as  poffefling  a  fait  peculiar  to  himfel^ 
drawn  from  the  fame  waters  that  gave  birth  to  VeHus, 
That,  on  the  contrary,  the  fait  of  Arijiopbanes  is  bitter, 
keen,  coarfe,  and  corrofive  j  dut  one  cannot  tell  whether 
his  drattcrity,  which  has  been  fo  much  boafteid,  confifla 
hot  more  in  the  charaftcrs  than  in  the  expreflion,  for  he 
is  charged  with  playing  often  upon  words,  with  affe£Hng 
antithetical  allufions ;  that  he  has  fpoiled  the  copies  which 
he  endeavoured  to  take  after  nature ;  that  artifice  in  his 
plays  is  wickednefe,  and  fimplicicy,  brutiftinefs ;  that  his- 
jocularity  ought  to  riufe  hiffes  rather  than  laughter  j  that 
his  amours  have  more  impudence  than  gaiety  j  and  that 
he  has  not  fo'much  written  for  men  of  underftanding, 
as  for  minds  blackened  with  envy  and  corrupted  with 
debauchery. 

X,  After  fuch  a  character  there  fecms    ^^  juftifica- 
no  need  of  going  further ;  and  one  would     tii.n  of"  ^rifia- 
think,  that  it  would  be  better  to  bury  for    ^  ""'' 
ever  the  memory  of  fo  hateful  a.  writer,  that  makes  us 
T  ■  b 
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(a  poor  a  recompcnlt:  for  the  lots  of  Mtnander,  who  can' 
Dot  be  recalled.  But,  without  Ihewing  any  mercy  to  the 
indecent  or  malicious  fallies  of  Jriftopheuust  any  more 
than  to  Plautus  his  imitator,  or  at  leaft  tlie  inheritor  of 
his  genius,  may  it  not  be  allowed  us  to  do,  with  refpedt 
to  him,  what,  if  I  miftake  not,  iMcretias*  did  to  Eionus, 
from  whofe  muddy  veries  he  gathered  jewels  ?  £«w  dt 
fiercdre  gemmos. 

Befides,  we  muft  not  believe  that  Plutarch^  Who  lived 
more  than  four  ages  after  Menander,  and  nfiore  ^lan  five 
after  Ariftopbanes,  has  palTed  (o  exaft  a  judgment  upon 
both,  but  that  it  may  be  fit  to  re-examine  if.  PlatOt 
the  contemporary  of^rij?i^i»a«w,  thought  very  differently, 
at  leaft  of  his  genius ;  for,  in  his  piece  called  the  Enter- 
iainmentj'hc  gives  that  poet  a  di{tingui(hcd  place,  and 
makes  him  fpeak,  according  to  his  character,  with  Soera- 
fes  himielf  i  from  wliich,  by  the  way,  it  is  apparent,  that 
dus  dialogue  of  Pi'ato  was  compofed  before  the  time  that 
Jriftepbmes  wrote  his  Ckiuis  agdnft  Socratet.  Plato  Is 
Kkewife  faid  to  have  fent  a  copy  of  /b-iftophants  to  jDi#- 
TfjyfKj  the  tyrant,  with  advice  to  read  it  dii^ndy,  if  he 
Would  attain  a  complete  judgment  of  the  ftate  of  thtf 
Athenian  republic. 

Many  odier  fcliolars  have  thought,  that  they  ih^C 
depart  fornewhac  from  the  ojiinion  of  Plutarch,  Frytb^ 
linttt,  for  example,  one  of  the  commentators  upon  Arif* 
tophanes,  though  he  juftly  allows  his  tafte  to  be  Ids  pure 
than  that  of  Menander,  has  yet  undertaken  his  defence 
agMnft  the  outrageous  cenfure  of  the  ancient  cripc     In 


*  Britmvf  his  ntilUken  tutrtiiut  for  Vir^iU 
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die  firfl;  place,  he  condemns  without  mercy  his  ribaldty 
■and  obTcenicy.  But  this  part.  To  worchy  of  contempt, 
and  written  only  for  the  lower  people,  according  to  the 
remark  of  Botvin,  bad  as  it  is,  after  all  is  not  the  ciijef 
part  which  is  left  of  j&i/lepba/ies.  I  will  not  fay  with 
FrifchitTius,  that  Plutarch  feems  in  this  to  contradift  him- 
felf,  and  b  realicy  commends  the  poet,  when  he  accufes 
him  of  having  adapted  his  language  to  die  ftage ;  by 
.the  ftage,  in  this  place,  he  meant  the  theatre  o(  Fortes, 
on  which  low  mirth  and  bufFoonry  was  exhibited.  Tliis 
plea  o(  FrifcbUnus  is  a  mere  cavil ;  and  though  the  poet 
had  obtained  his  end,  which  was  to  divert  a  corrupted 
populace,  he  would  not  have  been  lefs  a  bad  man,  nqr 
lefs  a  defpicable  poet,  nocwithftanding  the  e^cufe  of  h^ 
defender.  To  be  able  in  the  highcft  degree  to  divert 
fools  and  libertines,  will  not  make  a  poet :  it  is  noc> 
therefore,  by  this  defence  that  we  muft  juftify  the 
charafter  of  JriJiopboMs.  The  depraved  tafte  of  tlw 
crowd,  who  once  drove  away  Cratinus  and  his  company, 
becaufe  the  icenes  had  not  low  bufFoonry  enough  for 
.their  tafte,  will  not  juftify  Ariftophanu,  fince  Menander 
found  a  way  of  ch^iging  the  tafte  by  giving  a  fort  of 
comedy,  not  indeed  fo  modeft  as  Plutarch  reprefents  it, 
but  lefs  licentious  than  before.  Nor  is  Aifiopbamshfcwc 
juftified  by  the  reafon  which  he  hinifclf  offers,  when  he 
fays,  that  he  exhibited  debauchery  upon  the  ftage,  niv 
to  corrupt  the  morals,  but  to  mend  them.  The  fight 
of  gnafe  faults  is  rather  a  poifon  than  a  remedy. 

The  apologtft  has  forgot  one  reafon,  which  appears 

to  me  effential  to  a  juft  account.    As  far  as  we  can  judge 

by  a{»pearance,  Plutarch  had  in  his  hands  all  the  plays 
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of  Ariftophaiies,  which  were  at  leaft  fifty  in  number.  In 
thefe  he  faw  more  licentioufnefs  than  has  come  to  otfr 
hands,  though  in  the  eleven  that  are  ftill  remaining, 
there  is  much  more  than  could  be  wifhed. 

PJutarcb  cenfures  him  in  the  fecond  place  for  playing 
UpoA  words  i  and  againfb  this  charge  Frtfchlinus  defends 
him  with  lefs  (kill.  It  is  impoflTiblc  to  exemplify  this 
in  French.  But  after  alJ>  this  part  is  fo  little,  that  it 
defervcd  not  fb  fevere  a  reprehenfion,  etpecially  iince 
amongft  thofe  fayings,  there  are  fome  fo  mifchievoufly 
malignant,  that  they  became  proverbial,  at  leaft  by  the 
fting  of  their  malice,  if  not  by  the  delicacy  of  their  wit. 
One  example  will  be  fufp.cient :  fpeaking  of  the  tax- 
gatherers,  or  the  excife-men  of  Athens^  he  cruihes  them 
at  once  by  obferving,  nen  quad  ejjent  T»^ieil,  fed  >af*t«J. 
The  word  lamU  fignified  walking fpirits,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  vulgar  notion,  devoured  trien  j  this  makes 
the  fpirit  of  the  farcafm  againft  the  tax-gatherers.  This 
cannot  be  rendered  in  our  language ;  but  if  any  thing 
as  good  had  been  faid  in  France  on  the  like  occafion,  it 
would  have  lafted  too  long,  and,  like  many  other  fayings 
amongft  us,  been  too  well  received.  The  beft  is,  that 
Plutarch  himfeif  confefles  that  it  was  extremely  ap- 
I^auded. 

-  The  third  charge  is,  a  rrtixture  of  tragic  and  comic 
fiyle.  This  accufation  is  certainly  tnie ;  Arifiopbams 
often  gets  into  (he  bufltin  :  but  we  miift  examine  upon 
what  occafion.  He  does  not  take  upon  him  the  charac- 
ter of  a  tragic  writer  j  Jbut,  having  remarked  that  hia 
trick  of  parody  was  always  well  received  by  a  peoplft 
who  liked  to  laugh  a:  that  for  which  they  Ind  been  juft 

weeping, 
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weeping,  he  is  eternally  ufing  the  fame  craft ;  and  there 
is  fcarce  any  tragedy  or  ftriking  paflagc  known  by 
memory  by  the  Aebenianst  which  he  does  not  turn  into 
merriment,  by  throwing  over  it  a  drefs  of  ridicule  wid 
burlefque,  which  is  done  fomerimcs  by  changing  or, 
tranfpofing  the  words,  and  fometimes  by  an  unexpeftcd 
application  of  the  whole  fentence,  "  Thefe  are  the  fhreds 
of  tr^dy,  in  which  he  arrays  the  comic  mufe,  to  make 
her  llill  more  comic.  Cratitius  had  before  done  the 
fame  thing  j  and  we  know  that  he  made  a  comedy 
called  UlyJJies,  to  burlefque  Himer  and  his  Odvjfey  j  which 
fliews,  that'  the  wits  and  poets  are,  with  rclpedt  to  one 
another,  much  the  fame  at  all  times,  and  that  it  was  at 
Athens  as  here.  I  will  prove  this  fyftcm  by  fafts,  par- 
ticularly'with  refpeft  to  the  merriment  of  v^^epiawj 
upon  our  three  celebrated  tragedians.  This  being  the 
cafe,  the  mingled  ftyle  of  Aiftaphmti  will,  perhaps,  not 
deferve  fo  much  cenfure  as  Plularcb  has  vented.  We 
have  no  need  of  the  Travefly  of  Virgil,  nor  the  parodies 
of  9ur  own  time,  nor  of  the  Lutrin  of  BoiUau,  to  ihew 
vs  that  this  medley  may  have  its  merit  upon  particular 
<)Ccaligns, 

The  fame  may  be  faid  in  general  of  his  obfcuriry,  his 
mcanneffes,  and  his  high  flights,  and  of  all  the  feeming 
inequality  of  ftyle,  which  puts  Plutarch  in  a  rjige.  Thefe 
cenfurcs  can  never  be  juft  upon  a  poet,  whofe  ftyle  has 
always  been  allowed  to  be  perfeiftly  Allic,  and  of  an 
Altififm  which  made  him  extremely  delightful  to  the 
lovers  of  the  Athenian  tafte.  Plutarch,  perhaps,  rather  . 
means  to  blame  the  chorufles,  of  >vhich  the  language  is 
fometimes  elevated,  fometimes  burlefque,  always  very 
T  3  poetical, 
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poetical,  and  therefore  in  appearance  riot  fuitable  to' 
comedy.  But  the  chorus,  which  had  been  borrowed 
from  tragedy,  was  then  all  the  fafhion,  particularly  for 
pieces  of  fatire,  and  Ariftophanes  admitted  them  like  the 
odier  poets  of  the  old,  and  perhaps  cf  the  middle 
comedy;  whereas  Menander  fupprefled  diem,  not  fo 
much  in  compliance  with  his  own  judgment,  as  in  obe- 
dience to  the  public  edifts.  It  is  not,  therefore,  this 
mixture  of  tragic  and  comic  that  will  place  Jrtjiopbanei 
below  Msnander. 

The  fifth  charge  is,  that  he  kept  no  diftindtion  of 
charafter  j  that,  for  example,  he  makes  women  fpeak 
like  orators,  and  orators  like  flaves :  but  it  appears  by 
the  charafters  which  he  ridicules,  that  this  Obje£H<Mi  falls 
of  itfelf.  It  is  fufficicnt  to  fay,  that  a  poet  who  pMnted, 
not  imaginary  charafters,  but  real  peribns,  men  well 
known,  citizens  whom  he  called  by  their  names,  and 
fliewcd  in  drefles  like  their  own,  and  maflts  refembling 
their  faces,  whom  he  branded  in  the  fight  of  a  whole 
city,  extremely  haughty  and  full  of  derifion  ;  it  is  fulfi- 
cient  to  fay,  that  fuch  a  poet  could"  never  be  fuppofed 
to  mifs  his  characters.  The  applaiife,  which  his  licen- 
tioufnefs  produced,  is  too  good  a  juftification  ;  bcfides, 
if  he  had  not  fucceeded,  he  expofed  himfelf  to  the  fate 
of  Eupolis,  who  in  a  comedy  called  die  Brwimed  Man, 
having  imprudently  piiHed  to  pieces  particular  perfons, 
more  powerful  than  himfelf.  Was  laid  hold  of,  and 
drowned  more  effbftually  than  thofe  he  had  drowned 
upon  the  open  ftage. 

The  condemnation  of  the  poignancy  of  ArifiepbaneSt 
as  having  too  much  acrimony,  is  better  founded.    Such 

was 
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was  the  turn  of  a  fpecies  of  comedy,  in  which  all  licen- 
tioufnefe  was  flowed  j  in  a  nation  which  made  every 
thing  a  fubjeft  of  laughter,  in  its  jealoufy  of  immoderate 
liberty,  and  its  enmity  to  all  appearance  of  rule  and  fu- 
periority ;  for  the  genius  of  independency  naturally  pro- 
duces a  kind  of  facire  more  keen  than  delicate,  as  majr 
be  eaOly  obJerved  in  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  ilUnds. 
If  we  do  not  fay  with  Longaus,  that  a  popular  govern- 
ment kindles  eloquence,  and  that  a  lawful  monarchy 
ftifles  it ;  at  leaft  it  is  eafy  to  difcover  by  the  event,  that 
eloquence  in  different  governments  takes  a  diifererrt  ap- 
pearance. In  republics  it  is  mtae  fprightiy  and  vident, 
and  in  monarchies  more  infinuating  and  foft.  The  fame 
thing  may  be  faid  of  ridicule  :  it  follows  the  caft  of  gc* 
nius,  as  genius  follows  diat  of  government.  Thus  the 
itpublican  raillery,  particularly  of  the  age  which  we  art 
now  ctmfidering,  muft  have  been  rougher  than  that  of 
the  age  which  followed  it,  for  the  fame  reafbn,  that 
Horace  is  more  deUcate,  and  Lucilius  more  pointed.  A 
difli  of  fatire  was  always  a  delicious  treat'  to  human  ma- 
lignity ;  but  that  dilh  was  difierently  feafoned,  as  the 
manners  were  poliflied  more  or  lefs,  By  poliflied  man- 
ners J  mean  that  good-breeding,  that  art  of  referye  vkI 
felf-reftraint,  which  is  the  ponfequcncc  of  dependence. 
If  one  was  to  determine  the  preference  due  to  oqe  of 
thofe  kinds  of  pleafantry,  of  which  bqth  have  their  value, 
ritere  would  not  need  a  moment's  hefitation,  every  voice 
would  join  in  favour  of  die  fofter,  yet  without  contempt 
of  that  which  is  rough.  Menander  will,  therefore,  be 
preferred,  but  jJriftophaHti  flrtll  not  be  defpiftd,  efpecially 
fince  he  was  the  firft  who  quitted  that  wild  practice  of 
T  4  fatirifing 
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fatirifing  at  liberty  right  or  wrong,  and  by  a  comedy  of 
Miother  call  made  way  for  the  manner  of  Mtnmder-,  more 
agreeable  yet,  and  lefs  dangerous.  There  is  yet  another 
diftindion  to  be  made  between  the  acrimooy  of  the 
one,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the  other  j  the  works  of  the  one 
are  acrimonious,  and  of  the  other  foft,  bccaufe  the  one 
exhibited  pcrfonal,  and  the  other  general  charaftcrs ; 
■which  leaves  us  Hill  at  liberty  to  examine,  if  thefe  dif- 
ferent defigns  might  not  be  executed  with  equal  delicacy. 
We  ihall  know  this  by  a  view  of  the  particulars  j  in 
this  place  we  fay  only  that  the  reigning  taltc,  or  the  love 
of  ftriking  likeneffes,  might  juility  Arijtofhanes  for  hav- 
ing turned,  as  Plutarch  fays,  art  into  malignity,  fimpli- 
■city  into  brutality,  merriment  into  farce,  and  amour 
into  impudence ;  if  in  any  age  a  poet  could  be  cxcufed 
for  pjunting  public  folly  and  vice  in  their  true  colours. 

There  is  a  motive  of  intereft  at  the  bottom  which  dif- 
pofed  EHan-t  Plutarch-,  and  many  others,  to  condemn 
.this  poet  without  appeal.  Socrates,  who  is  faid  to  have 
been  deftroyed  by  a  poetical  attack,  at  the  inftigation  of 
two  wretches  f ,  has  too  many  friends  among  good  men> 
to  have  pardon  granted  to  fo  horrid  a  crime.  This 
.has  filled  them  with  an  implacable  hatred  againft:  jirif- 
^  tophanes,  which  is  mingled  with  the  fpirifof  philofophy» 
a  fpirit,  wherever  it  comes,  more  dangerous  than  any 
other.  A  common  enemy  will  confefs  fome  good  qua- 
lities in  his  adverfary ;  but  a  philofopher,  made  partial 
by  pliilofophy,  is  never  at  reft  till  he  has  totally  deftroyed 

f  It  is  not  (ertalfl,  that  AriftBphanti  did  procure  the  death  of 
S»tratei :  bu;,  however,  be  is  certainly  criminal  for  having,  in  the 
Ciaudi,  accufed  biio  publicly  of  ioipiet/. 

him 
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him  who  has  hurt  the  moft  tender  part  of  his  heart  ^ 
that  is,  has  difturbed  hJm  in  his  adherence  to  fome  clia- 
raaer,  which,  like  that  of  Socrates,  takes  poffeffion  <^ 
the  mind.  The  mind  is  the  freeft  part  of  man,  and 
the  moft  render,  of  its  liberties  :  poffeflions,  life,  and  re- 
putation, may  be  in  another's  power,  but  opinion  is  al- 
ways indepcndeht.  If  any  man  can  obtain  that  gentle 
influence,  by  which  he  ingratiates  himfelf  with  the  un- 
dcrftanding,  and  makes  a  feft  in  a  commonwealth,  his 
followers  will  facrifice  themfelves  for  him,  and  nobody 
will  be  pardoned  that  dares  to  attack  him  juftly  or-un- 
juftly,  becaufe  that  truth,  real  or  imaginary,  which  he 
maintained,  is  now  become  an  idol.  Time  will  do  no- 
thing for  the  extinftion  of  this  hatred ;  it  will  be  pn^st* 
gated  from  age  to  age  }  and  there  is  no  hope  that  /hif- 
topbanes  will  ever  be  treated  with  tendemels  by  the  dif- 
ciples  of  Plato,  who  made  Socrates  his  hero.  Every  body 
elle  may,  periiaps,  confefs,  that  jiriftopbanes,  though  in 
one  inftance  a  bad  man,  may  neverthelefs  be  a  good 
poet;  but  diftinftions,  like  thefc,  wiU  not  be  admitted 
•  by  prejudice  and  palTion,  and  one  or  other  dictates  aQ 
characters,  whether  good  or  bad. 

As  I  add  my  own  reafons,  fuch  as  they  are,  fw  or 
againft  Ariflophanesj  to  thofe  of  Fri/chlinus  his  defender, 
1  muft  not  omit  one  thing,  which  he  has  forgot,  and 
which,  perhaps,  without  taking  in  the  reft,  put  Plutarch 
out  of  humour,  which  is  that  perpetual  farce  which  goes 
through  all  the  comedies  of  jiriftepbanei,  like  the  cha- 
racter of  Harlequin  on  the  Italian  theatre.  What  kind 
of  perfonagcs  are  clouds,  fr<^,  wafps,  and  birds  ?  Plu~ 
iarchj  ufed  to  a  <;omic  ftage  of  a  very  different  appear- 
'  ance. 
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ance,  muft  have  thought  them  ftrtnge  things  ;  and  yet 
ftranger  muft  they  appear  to  us,  who  have  a  newer  kind 
of  comedy,  with  which  the  Greeks  were  unacquainttd. 
This  is  what  our  poet  may  be  charged  with,  and  what 
niay  be  proved  beyond  refutation.  This  charge  com- 
prifes  ^1  the  reft,  and  againft  this  I  ihall  not  pretend  to 
juflify  him.  It  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  fay,  that  Arifio- 
fhanes  wrote  for  an  age  that  required  (hews  which  fUkd 
the  eye,  and  grotesque  paintings  in  fatirical  performances  j 
that  the  crowds  of  fpe^tcM^,  which  fometimes  neglected 
Craiims  tt>  throng  AriJlo^Mnes,  obliged  him  more  and 
more  to  comply  with  the  ruling  tafte,  left  he  ftiould  lofe 
die  public  favour  by  pictures  more  delicate  and  Icfs 
ftri^ng ;  that  in  a  ftate,  «^rc  it  was  c»;jlidered  as  po- 
licy to  lay  open  every  thing  that  had  the  appearance  <rf" 
ambition,  fingularity,  or  knavery,  comedy  was  become 
a  haranguer,  a  reformer,  and  a  public  couniellw,  from 
i»hom  the  people  learned  to  take  care  of  their  mcrft  va- 
luable interefts  -,  and  dtat  this  comedy,  in  the  attempt 
'to  lead  and  to  pleafc  the  people,  clwrned  a  right  to  the 
feongeft  touches  of  eloquence,  and  had  likewife  the 
power  of  perfonal  painting  peculiar  to  herfelf.  All  thefc 
^eafons,  and  many  others,  would  difappear  immediately, 
and  my  mouth  would  be  ftopped  with  a  fingle  word, 
with  whicli  every  body  would  agree :  my  antagonift 
would  tell  me,  that  fuch  an  age  was  to  be  pitied,  and 
paffing  on  fixim  age  to  age,  till  he  came  to  our  own, 
tie  Would  conclude  flady,  that  we  are  the  pnly  pofleJforg 
of  common  fenfe ;  a  determination  with  which  the  French 
are  too  much  reptjached,  and  which  overthrows  all  Ac 
prgudice  in  favour  of  smtiquity.  At  the  fi^t  of  fo 
I  many 
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TMiif  happy  txniches,  which  one  cuinot  help  admiring 
in  Aiftiphanesj  a  man  might,  perbapSi  be  inclined  u» 
lament  that  fuch  a  genius  was  thrown  into  an  age  of 
foob  :  but  wiiat  age  lias  been  without  them  i  And  havs 
not  we  ourfelves  rcafon  to  fear,  left  poftciity  Ihould  judge 
of  Maliere  and  his  age>  as  we  judge  of  yiriflofbiOHsf 
Menander  altered  the  tafte,  and  was  applauded  ill  Aibetu  t 
but  it  was  after  Athati  was  chatted.  Terence  imitated 
him  at  Rome,  and  obcaned  the  preference  over  Piaiuus^ 
tiiough  Ci^ar  called  him  but  a  ^m\~Mt>hmJer,  becauft 
he  a|^&t«  to  want  that  fpiric  and  vivacity  which  he  caUy 
the  vis  temica.  We  are  now  weaiy  of  the  nwnner  (^ 
Menmier  and  Ttreme,  and  leare  thtm  for  MaUere^  wha 
i^pears  like  a  new  ftar  in  a  new  courfe.  Who  can  ao* 
JWer,  that  in  fuch  an  intoral  of  time  as  has  paftbetwaev 
tftele  four  writers,  there  will  not  arife  another  authoi) 
or  anodier  tafte,  that  may  bring  Mdiere,  in  his  twCb 
into  negle^  ?  Without  going  further,  our  nd^ibouny 
■Ae  Englijh,  riiink  he  wants  force  and  fire.  WJieiher 
<hey  are  fight,  or  no,  is  anodier  queflion}  tik  that  I 
ihean  to  adv^Ke  is,  that  we  are  to  Jbc  it  as  a  conctu*- 
fton,  that  comic  authors  muft  grow  c^olcte  with  the 
modes  of  life,  if  we  admit  any  one  age,  or  any  one  cli>- 
mate,  for  the  fovcreign  rule  of  tafte.  But  let  us  cdk 
wfth  niore  exa£tne&,  and  endeavour  by  an  exa&  ana» 
\yia  to  find  out  what  there  is  in  oimedy,  whetiier  of 
■Arifiophmes  and  Plamus,  of  Menaader  and  "TeretKet  aS 
Moliere  and  his  rivals^  which  is  nefver  oblUet^  and  muft 
^le^  aU  ages  and  all  nations. 

3a. 
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XI.  I  now  ipcak  paracularly  of  co- 


medyrfor  wc  mufttdsfervc,  tha:  between 
ofcoinedy,  a<id  t^^^t  and  Other  works  of  literature,  cfpe- 
oihcj-  works  of  ciaiW  traecdy,  there  is  an  effendal  dif- 
gcDiui,withre-  '  ,-\.    .  .         r         .      . 

gard  to  their       lerencc,  which  the  enemjes  or.  anuquity 
ilnratioo.  ^j^j]  POP  undcrftand,  and  which  I  Oiall 

endeavour  palpably  to  Ihew. 

All  works  (hew  die  ^e  in  which  they  are  produced ; 
dicy  carry  its  ftamp  upon  them;  the  manners,  of  the 
times  are  imprcffed  by  indelible  marks.  If  it  be  allowed, 
that  the  beft  of  paft  tiroes  were  rude  in  coniparifon  with 
ours,  the caufe  of  theancients  is  decided  againft  them j 
and  the  want  of  politenefs,  with  which  their  works  are 
rfiarged  in  our  days,  tc\v&  be  generally  confeffled.  Hif- 
tory  alone  feems  to  cMm  exemption  from  diis  accufa>> 
dm.  Nobody  will  daie  to  fay  of  Heredoius  or  Tbucy- 
^HdeSt  of  Livius  or  Tacitus,  that  which  has  l>een  fsud 
widuxit  fcrtiplc  of  fimer  and  the  ancient  poets.  The 
reaJbn  is,  that  hfflxwy  takes  the  neareft  way  to  its  pur- 
pofe,  and  gives  the  c-haraders  and  pradices  of  nations, 
be  they  whac  they  will ;  ic  has  no  dependance  upon  its 
fubjeft,  and  otftrs  nodiing  to  examination,  but  the  art 
of  the  narrative.  An  hiftory  of  C^wa  well  written, 
would  plcafc  a  Frenchman  as  well  as  oije  of  France.  It 
is  otheiwifo  with  mere  works  of  genius,  they  depend 
'  up«n  their  fubjefts,  and  confcquenity  upon  the  charac- 
ters  and  the  practices- of  the  times  in  which  they  were 
written ;  dits  %t  Icaft  is  the  light  in  which  they  are  be- 
held. This  rule  of  judgipent  is  not. equitable;  for,  as 
I  have  faid  over  and  over,  all  the  orators  and  the  poets 
arc  painters,  and  merely  painters.  They  exhibit  na- 
ture 
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tute  as  it  is  before  them,  influenced  by  the  accidents  of 
education,  which,  without  chzn^g  it  intirely,  yet  give 
h,  in  different  ages  and  climates,  a  difierent  appearance ; 
but  we  make  their  fuccefs  depend  in  a  great  d^ree  upon 
their  fubjef);,  that  is,  upon  drcumftances  which  we  mea- 
fure  by  the  circumftances  of  our  own  dxys.  Acccwxling 
to  this  prejudice,  oratory  depends  more  upon  its  ilibjeft 
than  hiftory,  and  poetry  yet  more  than  oratory.  Our 
times,  therefore,  fhew  more  regard  to  Herodotus  and 
Suetonius,  than  to  Dmojlbenes  and  Cicero,  and  more  to 
all  thefe  than  to  Homer  or  FirgU.  Of  this  prejudice, 
there  are  regular  gradations  j  and  to  come  back  to  the 
point  which  we  have  left,  we  fliew,  for  the  fame  imper- 
ceptible reafon,  lefs  regard  to  tragic  poets  than  go  othen. 
The  reafon  is,  that  the  fubje^b  of  their  p^ntto^ 
are  more  examined  than  the  art.  Thus  comparing 
the  jicbilles  and  Hippoiytus  of  EMripdes,  with  thofc  of 
Ratine,  we  drive  them  off  the  flage,  without  confider- 
irig  that  Racine's  heroes  will  be  driven  off,  in  a  fiiture 
age,  if  the  farne  rule  of  judgment  be  followed,  and  one 
time  be  meafured  by  another. 

Yet  tragedy  havit^  the  patfions  for  its  .objeft,  is  not 
wholly  cxpofed  to  the  cap-ice  of  oxir  tafte,  which  would 
make  our  own  manners  the  rule  of  human  kind;  for 
ihe  pafEons  of  Grecian  heroes  are  often  dreffed  in  exter- 
nal  modes  of  appearance  that  difguft  us,  yet  they  break 
through  the  veil  when  they  are  ftrongly  marked,  as  we 
■cannot  deny  them  to  be  in  Efchylus,  Sophocles,  and  Eiiri- 
pides.  The  eiTence  then  gets  the  better  of  the  circum- 
flance.  The  paffions  of  Greece  and  Frame  do  not  fii 
much  differ  by  the  particular  characters  of  particutw 
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agci,  as  dtey  agree  by  the  paracipntiQii  of  that  whidi 
belqpgs  to  the  ^me  paffion  in  all  ages.  Our  three  tragic 
poets  will,  therefore,  get  clear  by  fufiering  only  a  Uttle 
ridicule,  which  ^Is  dircdiy  upon  their  times  t  but  tbe& 
times  and  themfelws  will  be  well  recompenfed  by  the 
admiraticHi  whidi  their  art  will  irreTiftibly  inforce. 

Comedy  is  in  a  more  lamentable  ficuadon ;  for,  not 
only  its  ot^eft  is  the  ridiculous,  which,  though  in  reality 
always  the  lame,  is  fo  dependant  on  cuflom  as  to  change 
its  jqjpearance  with  time,  and  with  place  i  but  tiK  art 
^■z  comic  writer  is,  to  lay  hold  of  that  Ipecies  of  the 
ridiculous  which  will  catch  the  fpedatora  of  the  prelent 
hour,  without  regard  to  futurity.  But,  thou^  comedy 
has  attuned  its  end,  and  diverted  the  pic,  for  which  it 
«nu  written ;  if  it  goes  down  to  pt^erity,  it  is  in  a  new 
MY>dd,  where  it  is  no  longer  known  ^  it  bec(»nes  there 
quite  a  foretgneTj  becaufe  there  are' no  longer  the  fame 

•  originals,  nor  tfie  lame  fpedcs  of  the  ridiculous,  nor  tic 
feme  fpcftators,  butafct  of  merciJels  readers,  who  com- 
fHuR  that  they  are  tired  with  it,  though  it  once  filled 
jitbens,  Romct  or  Paris,  with  mwrimeat.  This  pofitioo 
\%  general,  and  comprifes  all  poets  aod  all  ages.  To 
lay.^atORCe,  comedy  is  the  Have  of  its  fubjed^  and 
Vf  the  reigi^ng  tafte ;  tr^edy  is  not  fubjed  to  the  imnc 
deg?«e  of  flavQry,  becaufe  the  ends  of  the  two  fpecies  of 
poetry  are  different.  Few  this  rcafon,  if  we  fuppofe  thac 
in  tS^  ages  there  are  critics  who  meafure  every  thing  by 
d»  feme  rule,  it  will  follow,  diat  if  the  comedy  oi  Ari- 

fivfhmes  be  become  obfolete,  that  ef  Mmmder  likewife^ 
■aftft-  having  delisted  Athens^  and  revived  again  at  Rxime, 
■W  Uft  fuflercd  by  die  force  of  time.    The  Mufc  of 
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Meliere  has  almoft  made  bodi  of  them  forgotten>  and 
Would  ftill  be  walking  the  ftagCj  if  die  deHre  of  novelty 
did  not  in  time  make  us  weary  of  that  which  we  have 
too  frequently  admired. 

Thofe  who  have  endeavoured  to  render  their  judg- 
ment independent  upon  manners  and  cuOxnns,  and  of 
fuch  men  there  have  been  always  fome,  have  not  judged 
fo  feverely  either  of  times,  or  of  writers  j  they  have  dif- 
covercd,  that  a  certain  refemblance  runs  through  ail  po- 
lished ages,  which  are  ^ike  in  eflend^  things,  and  dif- 
fer only  in  external  manners,  which,  if  we  exc^t  rcli-<- 
gion,  are  things  of  indifference ;  that  wherever  there  U 
genius,  politenefs,  liberty,  or  {denty,  dure  prevadls  aa 
Cxaft  and  delicate  tafte,  which,  however  hard  to  be  ez- 
pre0ed,  is  felt,  by  thofe  that  were  born  to  feel  it|  that 
^hensj  the  inventrefs  of  all  the  arts,  the  mother  firft  of 
tbe  Roman  and  then  of  gener^  taftc,  did  not  confift  of 
ftufnd  favages }  that  the  Atbman  and  Au^ftan  a^  har-  • 
ing  always  been  confidered  as  times  that  enjoyed  a  par- 
ticular privilege  of  excellence,  diough  we  may  diftinguilh 
the  good  authors  frcrni  the  bad,  as  in  our  own  days,  yet 
We  ought  to  fujpend  the  vehemence  of  cridcifm,  and 
Jjroceed  with  caution  and  dmidity  before  we  pa&  fen- 
tence  upon  times  and  writers,  whole  good  tafte  has  been 
univerfally  apjdaudcd.  This  obroius  confideraiion  haa 
dtfpo&d  them  to  paufe  t  they  have  endeavoured  to  dis- 
cover the  original  of  tafte,  and  have  found  that  there 
Is  not  only  a  ftable  and  immutable  beauty,  as  there  is 
ft  common  underftandiog  in  ^  dmes  and  places,  which 
is  never  obfolete ;  but  there  is  anotho-  kind  of  beauty, 
foch  as  we  are  now  treating,  which  depends  upon  times 
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and  places,  and  is  therefore  changeable.  Such  is  the 
imperfeftion  of  every  thing  below,  that  one  mode  of 
beauty  is  never  found  without  a  mixture  of  the  other, 
and  from  thefe  two  blended  together  refults  what  is  called 
the  tafte  of  an  age.  I  am  now  fpeaking  of  an  age 
fprig^tly  and  polite,  an  i^  which  leaves  works  for  a  long 
time  behind  it,  an  age  which  is  imitated  or  criticifed 
wlien  revolutions  have  thrown  it  out  of  fight. 

Upon  this  inconteftable  principle,  which  fuppofcs  a 
beauty  univerlal  and  abfolute,  and  a  beauty  likcwife  re- 
lative and  particular,  which  are  mingled  through  one 
,  work  in  very  different  proportions,  it  is  eafy  to  give  an 
account  of  the  contrary  judgments  paffed  on  Arifiophanes. 
If  we  confider  him  only  with  re^edt  to  the  beauties, 
which,  though  they  do  not  pleafe  us,  delighted  the  ^ri^- 
nians,  we  ftiall  condemn  him  at  once,  though  even  this 
fort  of  beauty  may  fometimes  have  its  original  in  um- 
verfal  beauty  carried  to  extravagance.  Inft&td  of  com- 
mending him  for  being  able  to  giye  merriment  to  the 
moil  refined  nation  of  thofe  days,  we  Ihall  proceed  to 
place  that  people,  with  all  their  atticifm,  in  the  rank  of 
lavages  whom  we  take  upon  us  to  degrade  becaufe  they 
have  no  other  qualificadons  but  innocence  and  plain  un- 
derllanding.  But  have  not  we  likewile  amidft  our  more 
polifhed'  manners,  beauties  merely  fafhionable,  which 
make  part  of  our  writings  as  of  the  writings  of  fc»-mer 
times  i  beauties  of  which  our  felf-iove  now  makes  us 
fond,  but  which,  perhaps,  will  difgull  our  grand-fons  I 
Let  us  be  more  equitable,  let  us  leave  this  relative  beauty 
to  its  real  v^ue  more  or  lefs  in  every  age  :  or,  if  we 
muft  pafs  judgment  upon  it,  let  us  fay  that  thefe  Couches 
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in  AriJhpbaneSi  Menander,  and  Mdiere,  were  Wdl  ftnick 
4^  in  thnr  o«n  dme ;  but,  that  comparing  tliem  widi 
true  beiuty,  that  part  of  Ar^o^mas  wa«  a  colouring 
too  ftrongj  that  of  Menander  was  too  weak,  and  that  of 
Melitre  was  a  peculiar  varniih  fi»ined  of  one  and  the 
otho*,  which,  without  being  an  imitation,  is  itfelf  ini- 
mitaUe,  yet  depencfeg  upon  time,  which  Trill  efiace  k 
by  degrees,  as  our  notions,  which  arc  every  day  chang- 
ing, Ihall  receive  a  fenfible  altcradon.  Much  of  this 
has  afa-eady  h^pencd  £nce  th&  time  of  Moliere,  who,  if 
he  was  now  to  come  ag^n,  muft  take  a  new  road. 

With  rcfpeft  to  unalteraMe  beauties,  of  which  comedy 
admitt  much  fewer  than  tn^edy,  when  they  are  the  Tub- 
jeft  (rf"  our  confideration,  we  muft  not  too  eafity  fct  jfiif- 
tophoKBs  and  Plautus  below  Squander  and  'Terertee.  We 
may  properly  hcfitate  with  BeSeau,  wheAer  we  fliall  pre- 
fer the  French  comedy  to  die  Greek  and  Latm.  Let  us 
only  give,  like  him,  the  great  rule  for  pleafing  in  aU  • 
ages,  and  die  key  by  which  all  the  di^ulties  In  pafling 
judgment  may  be  opened.  This  rule  uid  this  key  are 
nothing  eUe  but  the  ultimate  delign  of  the  comedy. 

Eiudiez  la  cour,  &  cumunffex  la  mile :  , 

L'me  ^  I'autre  efi  teujours  en  modeles  fertile. 

C^  far-Ut  que  MoUere  Ulufirant  Jes  ecrits 

Peut-etre  de  Jon  art  eut  reir^crte  le  prix^ 

Si  mains  ami  dupeuple  en  Jes  de^esfeintures 

B  n'e&t  pcint  fait  Jouvent  grimacer  Jes  ^gurest 

^vitle  four  le  bouffm  I'agreahle  b?  le  fn^ 

El  Jans  hente  5  Terence  allie  Taharin  *. 

•  BHkm  jSrt.  Put.  rhut.  3. 
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In  truth,  ^ftophanes  and  Plaufus  united  buffboneiy 
and  delicacy  m  a  greaar  degree  than  MiUere  j  and  fw 
rfiis  they  may  be  blamed.  That  which  then  pleafcd  at 
Atbensy  and  at  Kome^  was  a  tranfltory  beauty,  which  had 
not  fuffi(:ient  foundation  in  truth,  and  therefore  the  tafte 
changed.  But,  if  we  condemn  thofe  ages  fbr  this,  what 
age  Ihall  we  fpare  ?  Let  us  refer  every  thing  to  perma- 
nent'and  univofal  tafte,  and  we  fhall  find  in  jlrifte^nts 
at  leaft  as  much  to  commend  as  cenlure. 
Tragedy  more  ^"-  Butbcforcwcgoontohis  works, 
oniferm  than  it  may  bc  allowed  to  make  fome  reflec- 
tions upon  tragedy  and  comedy.  Tra- 
gedy, though  different  according  to  the  difference  of 
.  times  and  writers,  is  unifomi  in  its  nature,  being  found- 
.ed  upon  the  paflions  which  never  change.  "With  co- 
medy it  is  otherwife.  Whatever  difference  there  is  be- 
tween Efcbyluty  Sopbecks,  and  EuripU^s  -,  between  Cor- 
tuille  aftd  Racine ;  between  die  Frencb  and  the  Greeks,  it 
will  not  be  found  fufficient  to  conftitute  more  than  one 
jlpecjes  of  tn^edy. 

The  works  of  thofe  great  matters  are,  in  fwnc  rc- 
fpefts,  like  the  fea-nymphs,  of  whom  OvU  fays,  "  That 
"  their  faces  were  not  the  fame,  yec  fo  much  alike  that 
**  they  might  be  known  to  be  fifters." 

Facia  ti6n  omnibus  una, 
J^et  diver/a  tamen,  qualettt  decet  ege  fororim. 

The  realbn  is,  that  the  fame  paflions  ^re  aftion  and 
animation  t»  them  all.  With  refpeft  to  die  comedies 
Qi  JrijiopbMits  and  Plauttts,  J^en^nderaad  Terence,  Mo- 
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Here  and  his  infitators,  if  we  compart  theiti  (me  with 
another,  we  Ihall  fiiid  fomething  of  a  &fnily  likends, 
but  much  lets  ftrongly  markedi  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ferent appearance  which  ridicule  and  i^afantry  take 
from  the  different  manners  of  every  age.  They  will  not 
pals  for  filters,  but  for  very  diftant  relations.  Th<!  Mufe 
of  Arifio^anes  and  Plautus,  to  fpeak  of  her  with  jultice, 
is  a  bacchanal  at  leaft,  whofe  malignant  tongue  is  di}^>ed 
in  gall,  or  in  poifon  dangerous  as  that  of  the  afpic  or 
viper;  but  whofe  burfb  of  malice,  and  fallies  of  wttt 
often  ffvc  a  blow  where  it  is  not  expcftcd.  The  Mofti 
of  Teraue,  and  confequently  of  Mevaader,  is  an  artlefi 
and  unpainKd  beauty,  of  eafy  gaiety,  whofe  features 
are  rather  delicate  dian  ftrikii^,  rather  foft  than  ftrong, 
rather  plain  and  nuxielt  than  great  and  haughty,  Uit  al- 
ways perfe&ly  natural. 

Ce  tfefi  pas  m  portrmij  me  image /emihiU  i 
Ctfiun^i  un  amant,  ua  pere  virUaik. 

The  Mufe  of  Melitre  is  not  always  plaihly  dreffet^ 
but  takes  ^rs  of  quality,  and  rifes  above  her  originaL 
conditi<»i,  fo  as  u>  attire  herfcif  gracefully  in  m^nificenc 
apparel.  In  Her  manners  ihe  mingles  elegance  with 
foolery,  force  nith  delicacy,  and  grander,  or  even  haugh- 
rinefs,  with  plainnels  and  modefly.  If  fomctimes,  to 
pleafe  the  pe<^,  flie  g^vcs  a  bofe  to  farce,  it  is  only 
the  g^y  folly  of  a  moment,  from  which  Ihe  immediately 
tetumst  and  which  lafla  no  longer  than  a  flight  intoxi- 
Cadon.  The  firft  might  be  painted  encircled  with  litde 
Iktyrs,  fome  groisly  fooliJh,  the  others  deHcate,  but  all 
U  a  extremely 
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ffjctrtme)}'  titeAttenis  and  mafign&nCi  monk^  dways 
ready  to  laugh  In  your  face,  and  to  p(nnt  out  to  tncH'-' 
criminate  ridicule,  the  good  and  die  bad.  The  ftccnd 
may  be  (hewn  encircled  with  geniulb  fiiH  of  foftncls 
tnd  <^  candour,  taught  to  p^eafe  by  nature  alone,  and 
whole  honeyed  dialeft  is  fo  much  the  more  infinusuig, 
as  ther;  is  no  ten^ftacion  to  diftruft  it.  The  laft  nnift 
be  accompanied  with  the  delicate  laughter  of  the  court, 
and  that  of  the  city  fomeiAat  rijjore  coarfe,  and  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  can  be  feparatcd  from  her.  The 
Mufe  of  Arifiofhanes  and  of  Plautas  caii  ncTcr  be  de- 
nied the  honour  of  fprightlinefs,  antmaitton,  and  inven- 
tion I  nor  that  of  Menander  and  Ttrence  the  prwfe  ctf"  na- 
ture and  of  delicacy  j  to  that  of  MoBere  muft  be  afflowtd 
the  fe^py.  fecrct  of  uniting  ^  the  piquancy  of  the  for- 
mer, mth  a  peculiar  art  which  they  did  not  know.  Of 
thefe  three  forts  of  merit,  let  us  Ihew  to  each  die  juftice 
that  is  dufe>  tet  us  in  each  feparate  &e  pure  and  die  true 
from  tiie  falfe  grfd,  without  approving  or  condemning 
cither  the  one  or  the  other  in  the  gro&.  If  we  mtlft 
proiwtmce  in  general  upon  the  tafte  rf  their  writu^, 
lib*  muft  intfifpucaUy  allow,  that  Afyum^,  Terettce,  and 
MoHav,  -vHi  give  moft  pk:Uure  ixt  a  decent  aucUnKK) 
and  confequehtly  that  they  approach  nearer  to  the  tn* 
beauty,  and  have  Ids  mixture  of  beauties  purely  relative, 
ttnui  PleatMs  and  Arijhpbaws. 

If  we  di£tiogui&  comedy  by  us  fubjefb,  weftall  find 
three  fore  among  the  Greeks,  and  as  many  amongthe 
Zjaim,  ^  differendy  drelTed :  if  we  diftbgiiifh  it  by 
ages  and  authors,  we  Hiidl  again  find  diree  forts ;  and 
We  fltdl  find  three  forts  a  third  dmc  tf  we  regard  more 
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clofelf  the  fiibjeft;  As  Ae  ultimate  v)4  general  mtes 
of  aU  ihefc  forts  <^  comedy  «e  the  {atnCt  it  will,  ^- 
)iap3>  be  igreeable  to  our  purpofe  to  flcctch  them  out 
before  we  give  a  full  difplfly  of  the  laft  clafs.  I  can  do 
nMhing  better  on  this  occaHon  than  tranfcrtbe  the  twen- 
ty rfifth  reBeftioD  of  Rt^n  upon  poetry  in  paiticuUr. 

XIII.  "  Comedy,  feys  he*,  is  a  re-  aenmi  rnlei 
«  prefentation  of  common  life:  its  end  "^ «"«!/• 
.*■  is  to  fliew  the  faults  of  particular  charaftcrs  on  the 
f  ftage^  to  correft  the  diforder  a{  the  people  by  the 
**  fear  of  ridicule.  Thus  ridicule  is  the  effential  part 
"  ofacmnedy.  Ridicule  may  be  in  wirds,  orindungs; 
"  it  may  be  decent,  or  grotefque.  To  find  what  is  ri- 
*«  diculous  in  every  thing,  Is  the  gift  merely  of  nwiire } 
**  for  all  the  a^ons  of  life  have  ihejr  bright  and  their 
f*  daik  fides ;  fomething  ferious,  and  fomething  meny. 
'*  flue  Arifiotk,  who  has  given  ruks  for  drawing  tears, 
"  has  given  none  for  ruling  laughter ;  for  this  is  merely 
**  the  work  of  nature,  and  muft  proceed  from  genius, 
*•  widi  very  little  help  from  an  ot  matter.  The  Sj>tf- 
"  wrds  have  a  turn  to  find  the  ridicule  in  things  much 
•*  more  than  wet  imd  the  BaUanfj  who  are  natural 
*•  comediaim,  have  a  tjetter  turn  for  ejqntlfing  it  (  their 
«  language  is  more  proper  fpr  it  than  ours,  by  an  air 
"  of  dr<^ry  whidi  it  can  put  on,  and  of  which  outs 
I*  m»y  became  capable  when  it  Ihall  be  t»x)tig^t  DCtref 
f  to  perfe&ion.  in  Ibort,  that  agreeaUe  turn,  thR 
*' £igety  which  yet. muotaiiu  the  delicacy  of  its  charac- 
"  ter  without  falling  into  dutnefi  or  into  bM^wuy, 

*  R^luAm/krU^A.  p.  tJ44  farUt  t6>4> 
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*'  that  degant  raillery  which  is  the  flower  c^  fine  vit,  is 
*f  (he  qualification  which  comedy  requires.  We  m\^ 
"  however,  remember  that  the  true  artificial  ridicule, 
«  which  is  required  on  the  theatre,  muft  be  only  a  tran- 
**  fcript  of  the  ridicule  which  nature  alfords.  Comedy 
"  is  natufdly  written,  when,  being  on  the  dieatre,  a 
*f  man  can  fancy  himfelf  in  a  private  family,  or  a  par- 
*'  ticular  part  of  the  town,  and  m«:ts  with  nothing  but 
*<  what  he  really  meets  wirfi  in  the  worid ;  for  it  is  no 
«  real  comedy  in  which  a  man  does  not  fee  his  own 
«  pifture,  and  find  his  own  manners  and  thofe  of  the 
"  peopk  among  whom  he  lives.  Menander  fuccecdcd 
**  only  by  this  art  among  the  Greeks :  and  the  Romans, 
**  when  they  fat  at  Terence's  comedies,  imagined  them- 
"  ftlves  in  a  private  party  j  for  they  found  nothing  there 
."  which  they  had  nbt  been  ufed  to  find  in  common 
•*  company.  The  great  art  of  comedy  is  to  adhere  to 
^V  nature  without  deviation ;  to  have  general  fentiments 
■**  an4  expreflions  which  all  the  world  can  underftand : 
*'  for  the  writer  muft  keep  it  always  in  his  mind,  that 
^'  the  coarieft  touches  after  nature  will  pleafe  m<we  than 
"  the  moft  deficate  with  which  nature  is  inconfiflrnt. 
■*'  However,  low  and  mean  words  (hould  never  be  al- 
"  lowed  upon  the  ftage,  if  they  are  not  fupported  widi 
•'  fome  kind  of  wit.  Proverbs  and  vulgar  fmartneflSs 
"  can  never  be  fiiflered,  unlefs  they  iiaye  fomething  in 
**  them  df  nature  and  pleafantrjfl  This  is  the  univerial 
"  principle  of  comedy  j'  whatever  is  reprefcnted  in  this 
«  manner  muft  pleafe,  and  norfiing  can  ever  pilcafe  with- 
"  out  it.  It  is  by  application  to  the  ftudy  of  nature 
*'  alone  that  we  ^ve  at  [Kx>bi^ilicy,  wfakh  is  the  onl; 
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"  infallible  guide  xo  theatrical  fuccefs :  without  thb  pm- 
«  babiiity  every  thing  is  defeftive,  and  that  which  has 
'^  it,  is  beautiful :  he  that  follows  this,  can  never  go 
**  wrong ;  and  the  moll  common  faults  of  comedy  pro- 
*'  ceed  from  the  ncgleft  of  propriety,  and  the  prccipi- 
**  tation  of  incidents.  Care  muft  likewife  be  taken  that 
*  *'  the  hints,  made  ufe  of  to  introduce  the  incidents,  are 
"  not  too  ilrong,  that  the  fpefbator  may  enjoy  the  plea- 
"  fure  of  finding  out  their  ineaning :  but  commonly  the 
**  ■weak  place  in  our  comedy  is  the  untybg  of  the  plot, 
"  in  which  we  almolt  always  fail,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
*'  ficulty  which  there  is  in  difintanglmg  of  what  has  been 
"  perplexed.  To  perplex  an  intrigue  is  eafy,  the  ima- 
"  gination  does  u  by  itfelf ;  but  it  muft  be  difintangled 
**  merely  by  the  judgment,  and  is,  therefore,  feldom 
**  done  happily :  and  he  that  reflefts  a  very  little,  will 
"  find  that  molt  comedies  are  faulty  by  an  unnatural 
"  cataftrqphe.  It  lemuns  to  be  examined  'whether  (»- 
"  wcdy  will  allow  pid:ures  larger  than  the  life,  that  this 
"  ftrength  of  the  ftrokes  may  m^e  a  deeper  impreffion 
"  upon  the  mind  of  the  fpeftators ;  that  is,  if  a  poet 
*'  may  make  a  covetous  man  more  covetous,  and  a 
**  peeviih  man  more  impertinent  and  more  troublefome 
"  than  be  really  is,  To  which  I  anfwer,  that  this  waa 
*•  the  praftice  of  Plauius,,  whofe  aim  was  to  pleafc  the 
*'  people ;  but  that  Terence,  who  wrote  for  gentlemen, 
**  confined  himfcif  withm  the  cdmpafs  of  paturc,  and 
*'  reprffcnted  vice  without  addition  or  aggravarioji, 
"  However,  thefe  extravagant  charafters,  fuch  as  the 
"  Citizen  turned  G^tlemaUf  and  the  Hfpocott<iri4ii  Patient 
f*  of  Moliere,  haye  lately  fuccecdcd  at  courtj  where  dc^ 
U  4  '*  licacy 


by  Google 


2^6      A  DISSERTATION  ok  thb 

"  licacy  U  carried  fo  farj  but  every  tioB^,  even  to  pro- 
«  vincid  interludes,  is  well  received  if  it  has  but  mer- 
"  rimcnt,  for  we  had  rather  laugh  than  admire.  Tbtfe 
"  are  the  moft  important  rules  of  comedy:" 
Three  forts  of  XIV.  "Thefe  rules,  indeed,  are  com- 
"^^7'  mon  to  the  three  kibds  which  I  haVe  in 

my  mind ;  but  it  is  neceflary  to  diftinguiOi  eadi  from  the 
reft,  which  may  be  done  by  diveriity  of  matter,  which  al- 
ways makes  fomedivcrfity  of  management.  The  old  and 
middle  comedy  Cmply  reprefented  real  adventures  :  in 
the  fame  way  Ibme  paOages  of  hiftory  and  oC  faUe  mig^ 
fwm  a  clafe  of  comedies,  which  ftiould  refcmble  it  without 
having  its  faults ;  fuch  is  the  JmpbittyoH.  How  many 
moral  tales,  how  many  adventures  ancient  and  modem> 
how  many  litde  fables  o(  ^Jbp,  of  Ph^driis,  c^  Fontaaut 
ta  force  other  ancient  poet,  would  make  pretty  «d^i- 
tions,  if  they  were  all  made  ufc  of  aa  materials  by  fkil- 
ful  hands  ?  And  have  we  not  fecn  fome  like  Tmm  the 
Mm  Ha/efi  that  have  been  fuccelsful  in  this  way  I  This 
Gan  chiefly  regards  the  Italics.  The  ancient  exhilHticui 
called  a  iatyre,  becaufe  jhe  fatyrs  pliyed  thdr  p&rt  in  it, 
of  which  we  have  no  other  inftance  than  die  Ofclefs  of 
Etirifides,  has,  without  doubt,  given  occafion  to  the  paf- 
toral  comedies,  for  which  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to 
Jtai^,  and  which  are  diere  more  cultivated  than  in  France. 
It  is,  however,  a  kind  of  exhibition  diat  would  have  its 
charms,  if  it  was  touched  with  elegance  and  without 
meanneis ;  it  is  the  paftoral  put  into  action.  To  con- 
clude, die  new  comedy,  invented  by  MaandeTt  has  pro- 
duced the  comedy  properly  fo  called  in  our  times.  This 
is  that  vhich  has  for  ib  lubjcft^gcncral  pidures  of  com- 
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tnon  life-,  and  feigned  names  and  adventuRs,  vhedier  of 
the  court  or  of  die  city.  This  third  kind  b  iDOonceftabfy 
the  moft  nobk,  and  has  received  the  ftru^eft  £uidi(m 
fixwn  cuftom.  It  U  likewife  the  moft  difficult  to  per- 
form} becaufe  it  is  merely  the  work  of  invcndon,  in 
which  the  poet  has  no  help  from  real  pa&ges>  or  per- 
fons,  which  the  tragic  poet  always  makes  ufe  of.  Who 
knofra  but  by  deep  thinking,  another  kind  of  comedy 
may  be  invented  wh<^  difierent  from  the  three  wluch 
I  have  menti(med;  fuch  is  the  fruicfrdnefs  of  comedy: 
but  its  courfe  is  already  too  wide  for  the  diftovery  of 
new  fields  to  be  wiftted,  and  on  ground  where  we  are  al- 
ready fo  apt  to  ftumble,  Aothing  is  fo  dangerous  as  no- 
vekyimperfedlyundcTftood.  This  Is^rock  onwhidi 
moi  have  of^n  Iplit  in  every  kind  of  purfoit  {  to  go  no 
fordier>  in  that  of  gnutimar  and  language :  it  is  better 
to  endeavour  after  novelty  in  the  manner  of  cxpi^ng 
Common  things  than  to  hunt  for  ideas  out  of  the  way, 
in  which  many  a  man  k)fes  himfelf.  The  ill  fuccels  of  . 
that  odd  compofition  Tragic  Comedf,  a  monftcr  whd&f 
unknown  to  antiquity,  fufficiently  fhews  the  dai^er  of 
novelty  in  attempts  like  thefe. 

XV.  To  finifh  the  parallel  of  the  two  Wlwthcr  mm. 
dramas,  a  queftion  may  be  revived  equal-  ^  ^^^  ^^^  J^ 
ly  common  and  hnportant,  which  has  to  write. 
been  oftencr  propofed  than  well  decided :  h  is,  whether 
comedy  or  tragedy  be  moft  eafy  »  difflouk  to  be  wcU 
executed.  I  IhaH  not  have  the  temerity  to  determine 
pofitrvely  a  queftion  which  fo  many  great  geniufes  have 
been  afi^d  to  decide :  but  if  it  be  allowed  to  every  li- 
terary man  u>  gjve  hh  reafons  for  and  agunft  a  mere 

wodt, 


tv  Google 


398      A  DISSERTATION  oh  the 
woHe  of  geniiis,  confidered  without  relpeft  to  its  good 
or  bad  tendency,  I  ihall  in  a  few  words  give  my  opi- 
nion, drawn  frmn  the  nature  pf  the  two  worits,  and  the 
qualifications  they  demand.    I^tue  *  propofes  a  quef- 
Gon  ncariy  of  the  fame  kind  :  «  It  has  been  enquired, 
'!  whc«her  a  good  poem  be  the  work  of  art  or  nature : 
*f  for  my  part,  I  do  not  fee  much  to  be  done  by  art 
**  without  genius,  nor  by  genius  widiout  knowledge. 
"  The  one  is  nece0ary  to  the  other,  and  the  fucceis  de- 
*'  pcnds  upon  their  co-operation."    If  we  ihould  en- 
deavour to  accommodate  matters  in  imitaticm  <^  this 
decifion  rf  Horace^  it  were  eafy  to  fay  at  once,  thw  fup- 
pofing  two  geriiufes  equal,  one  tragic  and  the  other  co- 
mic, fuppofing  the  art  likewifc  equal  in  each,  one  would 
be  as  eafy  or  difficult  as  die  other ;  but  this,  though  fa- 
tisfeftory  in  the  Gmple  queftion  put  by  Horace^  will  not 
be  fufficient  here.    Nobody  can  doubt  but  genius  and 
induftry  contribute  their  part  to  every  thing  valuable, 
and  particularly  to  good  poetry.     But,  if  genius  and 
ftudy  were  to  be  weighed  one  aganft  the  odier,  in  order 
to  difcover  which  muft  contribute  moft  to  a  good  work, 
the  queftion  would  become  mwe  curious,  and,  perhMB, 
very  difficult  of  foludon.    Indeed,  though  nature  muft 
have  a  great  part  of  the  expence  of  poeuy,  yet  no  poetry 
lafts  long  that  is  not  very  correa :  the  balance,  there^ 
fore,  feems  to  incline  in  favour  of  correction.    For  is 
it  not.known,  that  Virpl  ml\^  lefs  genius  than  Ovid,  is 
yet  Valued  mcffe  by  men  of  cxquifite  judgment;  or^ 
without  going  fo  far,  Boileau,  the  Horace  of  our  time, 

•  Poet.  V.  ^7, 
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^o  composed  ^th  fp  much  labour,  and  afked  MtAier^ 
where  he  ibund  his  rhyme  lb  cafiiy,  has  laid,  '*  If  I 
.**  write  four  vordi,  I  Ihall  blot  out  three  i"  has  not 
Soileeut  by  his  polilhed  lines,  retouched  and  retouched 
a  thoufand  times,  g^ned  the  preference  above  the  woi^ 
of  tbelameM)£«r;,  which  are  fo  nstural,  and  produced 
by  fo  fruitful  a  genius !  Horace  was  of  that  opinion,  for 
^hen  he  is  teaching  the  writers  of  his  age  the  art  of 
poetry,  he  tells  them  in  plain  terms,  that  Rome  would 
excel  in  writing  as  in  arms,  if  the  poets  were  not  a&ud 
xtf  die  \a3oom.,  panence,  and  rime  required  to  polllh  their 
pieces.  He  thought  every  poem  was  had  that  had  not 
been  thought  ten  rimes  back  to  the  anvU,  and  required 
that  a  work  fhould  be  kept  nine  yeats,  as  a  child  is,  nine 
mondis  in  die  womb  of  its  modicr,  to  reftrain  that  na- 
tural impatience  which  combine  -widi  floth  and  felf-hnre  ~ 
to  difguife  faults ;  fo  certain  is  it  that  corre^on  is  die 
pHich-ftone  of  writing. 

The  quellion  propofed  comes  back  to  the  comparifon  - 
m^iich  I  have  been  making  between  genius  and  cwrec- 
tion,  fince  we  are  now  engaged  in  enquiring  whether 
there  is  more  or  Ids  difficulty  in  writing  tragedy  or  co- 
medy :  for  as  we  mufl:  compare  nature  and  ftudy  one 
with  another,  fincc  they  muft  both  concur  more  or  lefs  xa 
make  a  poet ;  lb  if  we  will  compare  the  labours  of  two  dif- 
ferent minds  in  different  kinds  of  writing,  we  muft,  wirfi 
fegard  to  the  authors,  compare  the  force  of  genius,  and 
with  refpeft  to  the  compofition,  the  difficulties  of  the 
taOt. 

The  genius  of  the  tragic  and  comic  writer  will  be 
eafily  allowed  to  be  remote  from  each  other.    Every 
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perfomiaace,  be  what  it  will,  requires  a  turn  of  nund 
which  a  man  cangot  confer  upon  himftlf :  it  i»  jtw^y 
ibe  giit  of  nature,  which  detennines  thi:^  who  have  it, 
to  pufiue,  almcft  in  fpiK  of  thenifelvcs>  the  tafte  which 
pndominates  )a  dieir  minds.  P^tal  found  in  his  child- 
hood, that  he  was  a  mathemuicbm,  and  Vmdyh  that 
he  was  bom  a  painter.  Sometimes  this  internal  diiec* 
(ion  of  the  mind  does  not  make  &ch  evident  dilcoveriet 
of  itfelf ;  but  it  b  rare  to  find  CemeiUes  who  have  lived 
long  without  knonnng  that  dief  were  poets.  Cenuiik 
having  once  got  fbme  notion  of  h^  powers,  tried  a  loi^ 
time  on  all  fides  to  know  whu  particular  diredioD  he 
fliot^  take.  He  had  firft  made  an  attempt  in  comcdji^ 
in  an  age  when  it  was  yet  fogrois  ini^dor^that  it  codfi 
ghre  no  pleafure  to  police  pcrfons.  }»Ulite  was  fo  wi^ 
received  when  he  drefied  ho-  out,  that  fhe  gaye  rife  to  a 
new  fpecies  of  coiiiedy  and  comedians.  This  fuccej^ 
which  encouraged  Cemeille  topurfue  that  fort  of  c(Hno(^ 
of  i^chhc  was  the  fitft  inventor,  left  him  (to  i^on  to 
imagine,  that  he  was  one  day  to  produce  ^ole  mafter- 
jHeces  of  tragedy,  which  his  tccmSr  difplayed  afterwards 
with  fo  much  fplendor;  and  yet  lels  did  he  im^in^ 
that  his  comic  pieces,  which,  for  want  of  any  diat  wetc 
preferable,  were  then  very  much  in  fafliiqn,  would  be 
eclipfed  by  another  genius  *  formed  upon  the  Gredu  and 
■Remaas,  and  who  would  add  to  their  excellencies  im- 
provements of  his  own,  and  that  this  modiih  comedy, 
CO  which  CertuiiU,  as  to  hit  idol,  dedicated  his  labours, 
would  quickly  be  forgot.    He  wrote  firlt  Medsa,  and 
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•fter^ranb  the  GJt  ^^  ^J  that  prodigious  flig^  of  his 
gCMUs,  he  dilcoTcred,  diougKbte,  Aat  nature  had form*< 
ed  liim  to  rrat  in  no  other  courfe  bo;  dut  of  S^b$clei. 
Happf  genius  thiit,  wtdiouc  rule  or  imitation,  could  tf 
»nce  take  fi>  high  a  fiig^;  having  onccj  as  I  may  ixf^ 
made  himfelf  an  eagle>  he  never  afterwards  quitted  the 
padi>  which  he  had  worked  out  for  himfetf,  over  the 
head)  of  the  writers  of  his  time :  yet  he  retained  f<Hnc 
traces  of  the  faUe  taftc  wtuch  infefted  the  whole  nati- 
on {  but  even  in  this,  he  deferves  oih-  admiration,  iincc 
in  time  he  changed  it  complccely  by  the  reflections  he 
made,  wd  thofe  he  occafioned.  In  fliort,  ConuiUe  Wat 
bom  Ah*  G^gedy,  as  MoUere  for  comedy.  MoUertf  m- 
deed,  knew  lua  own  genius  fooncr,  and  was  not  left 
hxppf  in  {HtKuring  applauTe,  thou^  it  often  happeneet 
to  \am  as  to  CemaUet 

JJIptotanet  ^  I'Erreur  i  fss  Haiffantes  fKets 
En  babit  de  Marquis,  en  ro^j  tie  Com/^Sf 
f'hrffent  peitr  dtffimer  Jm  cbrf-d'mivre  netevcaa, 
KtJecBiar  la  tHe  &  I'eHdroit  h  plus  btM. 

Bttt,  without  taking  any  &rther  notice  of  i^e  ante  «c 
which  'either  came  to  the  knowlet^  of  his  own  genius, 
fet  tis  fuppofe  that  the  powers  of  tragedy  and  axnedf' 
wwe  as  equaBy  ftiared  between  MoRere  and  CorneiSe,  as 
Aey  are  difftrent  jn  their  own  nature,  and  then  notMng 
mort  will  remain  than  to  compare  the  feveral  difiic^ 
ti«  of  each  compofition,  and  to  rate  thrfc  difficulties 
tc^thcr  which  are  common  to  both. 

It 
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Ic  appears,  firit,  that  the  tragic  poet  has  in  his  fub- 
je£t  an  advant^e  over,  the  tomic,  for  he  takes  it  £rMn 
hiftory,  and  his  rival,  at  leaft  in  the  more  elevated  and 
^)Iendid  comedy,  is  cJjliged  to  form  it  by  his  own  in- 
vention. Now,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  as  it  might  feem  to 
find  comic  Hibjefts  capable  of  a  new  and  pleating  form ; 
but  hifljory  is  a  fource,  if  not  inexhauft^jle,  yet  certainly 
fo  copious  as  never  to  leave  the  genius  a-ground.  It 
is  true,  that  invention  foems  to  have  a  wider  field  than 
hiftory:  real  fads  are  limited  in  their  number,  but  the 
fe£ts  which  may  be  feigned  have  no  end ;  but  diough, 
in  this  refpeft,  invention  may  be  allowed  to  have  the 
advantage,  is  the  difficulty  of  inventing  to  be  accounted 
as  nothing  ?  To  make  a  tragedy,  is  to  get  materids  to- 
gether, and  to  make  ufe  of  them  like  a  fkilful  archi- 
tect; but  to  make  a  comedy,  is  to  build  like  jEfop  in 
the  air.  It  is  in  vain  to  boait  that  the  compafs  of  in- 
vendon  is  as  mde  as  the  extent  of  dellre :  every  thing 
is  limited,  and  the  mind  of  man  like  eveiy  thing  elfe. 
Befides,  invention  muft  be  in  cwiformity  to  nature ;  but 
diftin£t  and  remarkable  charafters  are  very  rare  in  na- 
ture herfelf.  Moliere  has  got  hoki  on  the  [nincipal 
touches  of  ndicule.  If  uiy  man  ihould  bring  chuac- 
terslefs  itrong,  he  will  be  in  danger  of  dulnef^.  Where 
ctHnedy  is  to  be  kept  up  by  fubordinate  perfonages,  it  is 
in  great  danger.  All  the  force  of  a  pi6ture  muft  aiifo 
from  the  principal  perfons,  and  not  from  the  muldtude 
duftered  up  together.  In  the  fame  manner,  a  comedy, 
to  be  good,  muft  be  fupported  by  a  fmgle  ftriking  cha-^ 
rafter,  and  not  by  under-parts. 

But, 
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But,  on  the  contrary,  cra^c  chara£ters  are  Without 
number,  though  of  them  the  general  out-lines  are  li- 
mited; but  diOimulation,  jealoufy,  fx^icy,  ambition, 
defuv  of  dominion,  and  other  interefts  and  pafftons,  are 
various  without  end,  and  take  a  thoufand  diSerent  forms 
in  difiercnt  lituations  of  hillory ;  fo  that  as  long  as  there 
is  tragedy,  there  may  be  always  noTelty.  Thus  the 
jealous  and  diflembling  AStbridates,  fo  happily  painted 
by  Racitu,  will  not  ftand  in  the  way  of  a  poet  who  fliaH 
attempt  a  jealous  and  dilTembling  Tiberius.  The  ftormy 
violence  of  an  Achilles  will  always  leave  room  for  the 
ftarmy  violence  of  Akxmdtr, 

But  the  cafe  is  very  dififerent  with  avarice,  trifling  va- 
nity, hypocrily,  and  other  vices,  confidcred  as  ridicu- 
lous. It  would  be  fafer  to  double  and  treble  all  the  trage- 
dies of  our  greateft  poets,  and  ufe  all  their  fubjefts  over 
and  over,  as  has  been  done  with  OeSpus  and  Sopbmyba, 
than  to  bring  again  upon  the  ftage  in  five  afts  a  M^er, 
a  Citizen  turned  Gentleman,  a  Tarluffe,  and  other  fubjefts 
fuiliciendy  known.  Not  that  thefe  popular  vices  are 
lels  capable  of  diverGficarion,  or  are  lefs  varied  by  diC- 
fcrent  circumftances,  than  the  vices  and  pafllons  of  he- 
roes ;  but  that  if  they  were  to  be  brought  over  i^in 
in  comedies,  they  would  be  lefi  diftinft,  lefs  exafti  le6 
forcible,  and,  confequently,  lefs  appUuded,  Plcafantry 
and  ridicule  muft  be  more  ftrongly  marked  than  heroifm 
and  pathos,  which  fupport  themfelves  by  their  own  force. 
Befides,  though  thefe  two  things  of  fo  different  natures 
cotild  fiipport  themfelves  equally  in  -equal  variety,  which 
k  very  far  from  being  the  cafe ;  yet  cwnedy,  as  it  now 
iUnds,  confifts  not  in  incidents,  but  in  characters.  Now 
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it  is  by  incidents  onlf  chat  dianiders  are  dtverfified,  as 
mil  upon  the  ftage  of  comedy,  ts  upon  dw  ftage  of 
life.  Comedy,  as  MttHere  bas  left  it>  rcfembks  die  i»c- 
tures  of  manners  drawn  by  die  celel^ated  La  Bngtre. 
Woidd  any  mkn  after  him  venture  to  draw  them  over 
^un,  he  wmdd  expole  himfelf  to  the  fate  of  thofe  vho 
have  ventured  to  continue  them.  For  inftance,  what 
could  we  add  to  his  charaAer  of  the  Ahfeta  A^?  Shall 
l»e  put  him  in  other  urcumftances  P  The  principal  ftrokes 
t£  alienee  of  mind  will  always  be  the  fame ;  ukI  dicre 
are  only  thofe  ftriking  touches  which  are  fit  for  a  come- 
dy, of  which  the  end  b  painting  after  nature,  but  widi 
fii«i^;th  and  fpri^ttine&  like  the  defigns  of  CeUot.  If 
Comedy  were  among  us  what  it  is  in  Spain,  a  kind  of 
fomance,  conMing  of  many  circum{binces  and  intrigues, 
perf:fexed  and  .difentangled,  fo  as  to-furprife;  if  it^nu' 
neady  the  &ine  with  that  which  CormUe  pniftiied  in  his 
tkne  i  if,  tike  that  of  Termctt  it  went  no  farther  than 
to  draw  the  oMxinuHi  portraits  of  fim{de  nature,  and 
fiiew  us  fathers,  fons,  and  rivals ;  notwidiftwding  the 
iKiifonnity,  which  would  always  prevail  ds  in  the  plays 
of  Ta-aicey  and  probably  in  thofe  of  Menandtr,  whom  he 
imitated  in  his  four  fidt  pieces,  there  would  always  be  a 
ivfi^urce  found  eJRJKr  in  vatiety  of  uicideBCs,  like  thofe 
^die  Sfamardsy  <h:  in  the  repetition  of  the  lame  cba- 
Ri£iers  in  the  way  of  Tennte  r  but  the  c^  is  now  voy 
^^iCBt,  thepuUic  calk  for  new  characters  and  nothing 
ctte.  Muldf^cy  of  accident,  and  the  laborious  cen- 
tnvancc  <^  an  intrigue,  ate  not  now  aUowed  to  fiieher  a 
weak  genius  that  wo^  find  g^at  conveniences  in.  that 
wa;  of  writing.  Nor  docs  k  fuic  the  aftc  of  comedy, 
5  which 
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v/iach  requires  an  air  Ids  conftritined,  and  fuch  freedom 
and  eafe  of  manners  as  admits  nothii^  of  the  romantic^ 
She  leaves  all  the  pomp  of  fudden  events  to  the  nov4bi 
(M*  little  romances,  which  were  the  diverfion  of  the  laft 
age.  She  allows  nothing  but  a  fucceflion  of  chani&eK 
re&mbUng  nature,  and  &lUng  in  without  any  appaxtot 
contrivance.  Racine  has  likewife  taught  us  to  give  v> 
tragedy  the  fame  fimplicity  of  air  and  afUon;  he  has 
endeavoured  to  dilentangle  it  from  that  great  number  of 
incidents,  wluch  made  it  rather  a  Ihidy  than  diverfion 
to  the  audience,  and  which  Ibew  the  poet  not  &i  much 
to  abound  in  invention,  as  to  be  deficient  in  taHe.  But, 
notwithftuidiog  all  that  he  has  done;,  or  that  we  can  do, 
to  make  it  iimpltf,  it  will  always  have  the  advuitage 
over  comedy  in  the  number  of  its  fubjeil^  becaufe  it 
admits  more  variety  of  ficuations  and  events,  wjiid^  give 
variety  and  novelty  to  the  charaders.  A  mifer,  o^ied 
after  nature,  mil  always  be  the  mifer  of  Plauius  oir  Mb- 
tiere  j  but  a  Nere,  or  a  prince  like  Ntre,  will  not  always 
be  the  hero  of  Ratine,  Comedy  admits  of  fo  litde  in- 
■crigue,  that  die  mifer  cannot  be  fhewn  in  any  fuch  po- 
fition  as  will  make  tus  pidure  new ;  but  the  great  events 
of  tragedy  may  put  Nero  in  fuch  circumftances  as  to 
make  him  wholly  another  charader. 

But,  in  the  fecond  place,  over  and  above  the  fubjeds, 
may  we  not  fay  fomeching  concerning  the  final  purpofe 
of  comedy  And  tragedy  ?  The  purpofe  of  the  one  is  ia 
divert,  asA  the  other  to  move )  and  of  thejfe  two,  which 
i$  the  ealicx.?  To  go  to  the  bottom  of  thofe  purpofes  i 
%p  move  is  to  itrike  thofe  ftrings-  of  the  heart  which  is 
iiu^  natiurd,  terror  and  pity :  to  divert  is  to  make  one 
•X  laugh. 
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kugh,  a  thing  wtudV  indped  is.  natural  cno^ik  but  inon 
delicate.  The  gentleman  and  the  ruftic  iavc  both  fen- 
^li^  and  tendCTnefe  of  heart,  perhaps  in  greater  or 
lefs  degree ;  but  as  they  are  men  afike,  the  heart  is 
moved  by  the  fame  touches.  They  both.  low  likcwifc 
to  fimd  Aeir  thoughts  abroad,  and  tu  expand  tliem&lves 
in  merriment ;  but  die  fprings  which  mufl:  be  toixhed 
fer  this  porpole,  are  not  the  fame  in  the  gentlonan  and 
the  ruftic.  The  paiSons  depend  on  nanitc,  and  mer- 
riment upon  education.  The  clowD  viU  laug^  at  a 
m^gety,  iad  the  gentleman  oi^  at  a  ftroke  of  dcticatc 
conceit-.  The  fpedators  of  a  tragedy^  if  they  hove  but 
a  little  knowledge,  are  aimed:  all  on  a  intA;  but  widi 
refpeft  to  comedy,  we  have  three  claffts,  if  not  snotty 
the  people,  die  learned,  and  the  court.  If  tiieie  arc  cer- 
fcuL  it&&  in  which  all  may  be  comprehended  in  Ait 
term  people,  this  is  not  one  trf  thofc  cafci.  Whtiicv^ 
father  Rapin  may  fay  about  it,  we  are  more  wffitng  even 
»  admire  than  to  laugh.  Every  mam  that  ha!i  a«y  power 
of  diftin£tiort,  laughs  as  rarely  as  the  phflofopher  ad- 
mines;  for  we  are  not  to  reckon  thofc  fits  of  lawghier 
which  are  not  incited  by  nature,  and  »Wch  are  given 
merely  to  compljufance,  to  rcfpeS:,  Batttiy,  and  good 
humour ;  fuch  as  break  out  at  fayings  which  pretatd  W 
fmartnefs  in  aflemblies.  The  laughter  of  the  tlieatre  is 
of  anothtt  Ifemp.  Eveiy  reader  and  Jpe^tw  judges  of 
wit  by  Ms  own  Itandbrd,  and  meafores  it  by  his  eaptt- 
city,  or  by  his  condition :  the  tUfl^nt  capociues  and 
conditions  of  men  make  them  diverted  on  very  diflfo«nt 
occalions.  If,  theref<H*e^  we  ctmlider  dw  end  oTihe 
tragic  and  aimic  poet,  the  comedsan  irmft  be  iavf^rcd 
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iaODiudiinoreclifliailiiej),  mA4Ut.iidunigtn«h«  (^^jtrw-t 
ttnato  he  encoun^red  equally  by  ho(h>  in  an  ut  which 
confifla  in  nifing  the  pajfions,  or  the  mirth  oT  a  gi^u 
mi^itwl&  The  tnguiim  hw  tittle  to  do  but  «>  icficA 
iqjptt  hi)  own  thoughtsj  aftd  drw  firon  his  heart  tboie 
fenaononta  vkidt  wiU  certainly  make  their  way  to  the 
iKflrts  ai  othcn,  if  he  fiiund  them  in  h^  own.  The 
otho'  tmiQitake  many  forms,  and  change  him&lf  »]moJt 
itaCi  SI  many  peribns,  as  he  undertakea  to  fatisfy  and 

It  maybe  £ud>  4u^i  if  genius  be  fiTppoicd  equal,  H)4 
fiiocc&  fu|^>ofid  to  depend  upon  genius,  the  bufbieft 
vnU  be  oquafiy  e^y  and  difficult  to  one  author  and  «» 
the  other.  Thb  ol^edtion  is  of  noweig^;  fbrdiefiune 
qucAioB  fiifl  recurs,  nhiiAi  is,  whether  of  theft  two  kinds 
of  genius  is  more  valuable  or  more  rare.  If  wc  pro- 
ceed by  cxanqilej  and  not  by  reafonin^  we  Audi  decide 
1  think  in  favour  of  comedy. 

It  may  be  laid,  that,  if  merely  art  be  nmfidcrod.  It 
will  require  deeper  dioi^^  to  form  a  plan  jufb  and 
Anplti  to  produce  ha;^  Jurprifes  without  apparent 
i  to  CBtry  a  paffion  fkilfuUy  diroug^  its  gra- 
^.so:  Its  height  t  to  nrive  happily  to  the  end  bf 
jdm^  moving  fiom  it,  althaea  feemed  «o  By  U^s-y 
CD  uwie  the  a&s  and  fcenet  -,  and  to  raife  by  in&nfiUe 
^e^xei  a  JEbiking  edifte,  of  whkh  the  leaft  merk  fkoU 
■be  *T*y*"*fe  bf  poopottioB.  It  m^  be  added,  that  in 
jMiBiqdytias  an  lA  infinkely  left,  &r  dure  die  diarafiiOris 
^acm  upon  tfic  Jbi|p  widi  very  litdt  artifice  or  pies: 
<!•  tUe  (bbcne  ie  &  'cotMaOedthiKWefecItAt^Mutit, 
MLd^  pbB.  and  jlifpoQdan  d  thepaits  make  a  Ihull 
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p9n  of  its  exceUence,  in  comparifon  of  a  glois  of  ple»> 
iantry  difiiifed  ov«r  each  fcenc,  which  is  more  the  ha|^ 
effe£t  of  a  lucky  moment,  thantif  long  confideradon. 

Thefe  obje^ons,  and  many  others,  which  (o  fhiitfbl 
a  fubjeft  might  e^ily  lii^eft,  it  is  not  difficult  to  re- 
fiite :  and  if  ve  "woe  to  judge  by  the  impreffion  made 
on  the  mind  by  tragedies  and  comedies  of  equal  cxcxl-. 
lencc,  perhaps,  when  we  examine  dioJe  imfocOions,  it 
wiU  be  found  that  a  fally  of  pleafantry,  which  diverti  all 
the  world,  required  more  thought  than  a  paflage  which 
give  the  higheft  pleafure  in  tragedy;  and  to  thifi  de- 
tenninatiw  we  Ihall  be  more  inclined  when  a  cloler  ex- 
aminad<Hi  Ihall  flicw  us,  that  a  ha[^  vein  of  tragedy 
is  opened  and  efiufcd  at  led  expencc,  than  a  well-placed 
.wittidlin  in  comedy  has  required  merely  to  aflign  its 
place. 

It  wmild  be  too  much  to  dwell,  long  upon  fiich  a  di. 
greOion;  and  as  I  have  no  bxj^nelsto  dedde  liie  que£- 
tion,  I  leave  both  that  and  my  arguments  to  the  tafte 
'«^  each  particular  reader,  1^0  will  find  what  is  to  be 
£ud  for  or  againft  ic  My  purpofe  was  only  to  Iky  of 
comedy,  confidered  as  a  work  of  genius,  all  chat  a  ami 
of  letttn  can  be  fuppofcd  to  deliver  without- dqioitii^ 
from  his  charadxr,  and  without  palliadng  in  any  d^^ 
the  corrupt  ufe  which  has  been  ahnoit  aikways  made  of 
.an  exhibition  ;which  iii  its  nature  mig^tbe  inttocent« 
;  but  has  been  vi$Jous  from  the  time  that  it  has  been  in>- 
|e£todwiththewickfdntdsof  men..  It  isnocibr public 
exhibitions. that  I-'am  pow  midng,'  but  fbrlitcracy  in^ 
quines.  The  fiagc  ii  too  muoh>fi«qaentedj  ajodboels 
too  much  neg^Ofd^    Yet  it  is  toitfae  iiteracatti  d'Chut 
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and  Rau  that  wt^arc  bdebtcd  for  that  valuable  taftc^ 
vhich  will  be  infcnfiWy  loft  by  tHe  affeAcd  negligee 
iriiich  now  prevails  of  having  recourie  to  originals.  If 
reafon  has  been  a  coiifiderable  guio.  It  muft  be  con- 
feflcd  that  taltc  has  been  fomewhat  a  kifer. 

To  return  to  JriJiophaHet :  fo  many  great  men  of  an- 
tiquity, through  a  long  fucceflion  of  ages,  down  to  our 
times,  have  fet  a-value  upon  hit  works,  -^t  we  cannot 
naturally  fuppofe  them  contemptible,  noDrithfbnding 
the  efifendal  feults  with  which  he  may  be  juftly  reproach- 
ed. It  is  fuffictent  to  fay,  &at  he  w^  efteeinbd  hf  Plmo. 
and  Gttrc ;  and  to  conclude  by  tkat  which  does  him: 
moft  honour,  but  fl^  falls  fhort.  (^.  juftification,  the' 
ftrong  and  fprightly  eloquence  of  St,  Qtr^f/hm  drew  itir 
fopport  irom  the  mafcultne  and  v^grpui  amcifm  of^bu% 
larcaftic  comedian,  to  whom  ^e  father  pfud  the  fartne: 
regard  as  JlexmtJerxx)  Homer,  that  of  putting  his  yn«it».  > 
under  his  pillow,  that  he  migjit  read  them  at  mg^  be^- 
fore  he  (lept>  and  in  the  naomij^  as  ibon  as  he  awaked. 
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SrtaMnfordn     I.  T-iHUS  J  hftW  riWn  a:  fiBthftl 
fonr  «rucln  I  «     ^  .  .         ^    ^  .« 

Mondoffathtt  "^     esnuBt  o(  Ac  tcinainB  of  JH^ 

**»''^'  ^a*tf/.    Th3ClhSf«iiKfhe«mthtintii 

ilHir  true  ftrffl^  laitinMdfHud^iatty  bod^^com- 
^«ih.  I  hivt  givM  an  AGcmint  of  erverf  thing  o6r 
fl»  4«  WW  cdnmitfis  ivkh  thot^I  ^cenqr.  No  fe6,  Ittm^ 
tfVi»r  ryuitd  ^  fteuhimtlht  «ndd  venture  to  t>rt)dcia9 
m  ApKii  idly  the  hottidf>aflragfS  vrfiiehl  havlt  put  dot  of 
fighti  Mid.&iOefld  «f  rtfsteaot^  Htty  pan  tlac  I  hftre 
fupprefled,  the  very  fiippreSion  will  eafily  fliew  to  what 
degree  the  ^benians  were  infedtcd  with  licentioufiiefe  cf 
imag^tion  and  corruption  of  principles.  If  the  tafte 
of  antiquity  allows  us  to  preferve  what  time  and  barba-. 
rity  hare  hitherto  fparcd,  religion  and  virtue  at  leaft 
oblige  us  not  to  fpread  it  before  the  eyes  of  mankind, 
To  end  this  work  in  an  ufcfiil  manner,  let  us  examine 
in  a  few  words  the  four  particulars  which  are  moft  ftrik- 
ing  In  the  eleven  pieces  of  yirijiepbarus, 
Ch«fiia«r  of  ^^'   ^^*  *^  ^  ^'^  charafter  of  die 

ancient  come-    ancient  comedy,  which  has  no  likenefi. 
■*'■'  '  ^  ^y  thing  ill  nature.    Its  genius  is  fo 

wild 
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wild  and  flrange,  that  k  Ibarce  admits  a  definidotk  Ir 
what  dais  of  comedy  muft  we  place  it  ?  It  appears  to 
lae  Co  he  a  Ipedes  of  wiiiiiqg  b^  itfelf.  .  If  wc  had 
ptoymttUt  Piate^  Ei^oUSf  Criiims^  Jmei^as,  and  lb 
Ifiany  other  celebrated  rivals  of  jir0ophanes,  of  whoiif 
9U  tfaac  we  AMI  Bnd  are  a  few  fragmexus  Mattered  in 
PAttartkj  Mhtmas  and  Suidas,  we  might  compare  theo^ 
with  our  poet,  &t^  the  general  fchemc,  obferve  the 
minuter  difierenceG,  and  form  a  complete  notion  of  their 
comic  ft^e.  Sue  for  wwt  «f  aU  dus  we  can  fixomly 
on  A^^anes^  and  it  is  true  that  he  onay  be  m  jbme 
mcafuit  Sufficient  to  (wnifti  a  tolerable  judgment  of  ^e 
old  comedy  1  for  if  we  bdieve  him,  and  who  can  be 
betttr  credited  ?  he  was  the  moft  daring  of  all  has  bre- 
tkren  the  poets,  who  praSUftd  the  fame  kindof  wntii^ 
Upon  this  fli^jpofttioQ  we  ma^  conclude,  that  the  c^ 
medy  of  thoft  d^s  confified  in  an  allegory  drawn  out 
■nd  coBtinuedi  an  allegory  itbvti  veiy  regular*  buc 
oAen  ingedbus,  and  almoft  alwayi  carried  ^oad  ftri& 
prc^riety,.  of  fttire  keen  and  bidi^  but  diverftficdf 
fpn^a^t  and  uneipe£todi  fo  that  the  wound  was  g^ven 
before  h  was  perceived.  '  Their  points  of  fktire  were 
thunderboltt,  and  their  wttd  figures,  with  therr  variety 
«id  quidcnds>  had  the  c^eA  of  ^^tning.  Their  imi- 
tation was  carriod  even  to  refon^lance  of  perfona,  and 
-thor  conHiran  enteitiunmencs  was  a  parody  of  rival 
poets  joined,  if  I  may  fo  eiprefs  it,  with  a  puody  i£ 
manners  and  hduta. 

But  it  wQold  be  tedious  to  draw  out  to  the  reado-  that 

lAich  he  wi&  already  haye  percetyed  betcer  than  n^lblf. 

I  IiftTc  no  defigb  so  aoUQipate  hi«  reOeftionsi  and  therc- 

X  4  fore 


)  by  Google 


Jit    GENERAL  CONCLUSION  to 

fore  ihall  only  flwtch  the  piduTC,  vhich  he  muft  finiiH 
by  him(elf :  he  will  purfue  the  fubjeft  farther,  and  fwm 
to  Kimfetf  a  view  of  the  common  and  domeftic  life  of 
the  jAhatumj,  of  which  this  kind  of  comedy  was  a  jmc- 
ture,  with  fome  a^ravation  of  the  features:  he  will 
bring  within  his  view  all  die  cuftoms,  manners,  and  vices, 
and  the  whole  charafter  of  the  pe<^e  of  jAbtus.  By 
brpigjing  all  thefe  together  he  will  fix  in  his  mind  an  in- 
delible idea  of  ft  people  in  whom  lb  many  contrarieties 
'^:re  united,  and  who  in  4  manner  th^  can  (carce  be 
exprefied,  connefted  nobility  with  the  caft  of  JUbens, 
wilHom  with  madnefi,  rage  for  novelty,  mth  a  bigotry 
for  antiquity,  the  poUteneti  of  a  mcmu^y  with  tha  roughs 
nefs  of  a  republic,  refinement  with  coarfencfi,  inde^}eH- 
dence  ^th  flavery,  haughtinefs  wfth  fervile  compliaaoO} 
feverity  of  manners  with  debauchery,  a  kind  of  irrcli- 
gion  with  piety.  We  Ihall  do  this  in  reading ;  as  in 
travelling  diroujgh  difierent  nations  we  make  ourfelvcs 
mafters  of  their  dvara£ters  by  combining  their  di&renc 
^)pearaaces,  and  refledtli^  upon  what  >ie  fee. 
The  eorem-  ^^''  The  government  of./Ai^  makes 

meat  t>f  the       a  fine  part  of  the  ancient  comedy.     In 
'     ^'  moft  ftates  ^  myftcry  of  government  is 

-confined  within  the  walls  of  the  cabinet  ^  even  in  comr 
monwealths  it  does  not  pafs  but  dutjugh  five  or  fix  heads, 
irtio  rule  thofe  that  think  themfelvea  the  mlers.  Orar 
tory  dares  not  touch  it,  and  comedy  {till  leis.  Gcero 
himfelf  did  not  fpeak  fiecly  upon  fo  nice  a  fuhjeift  as  the 
Roman  commonwealth ;  but  the  ^benian  ekiquencc  was 
informed  of  the  whole  lecret,  and  fcarchcs  the  recefles 
(^  the  hunian  mindj  to  fetcl^  it  out  and  exi^&i  it  to  the 

people. 
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people.  Demefihettest  and  hiacontemporarie9«  fpeakmdi 
a  freedom  at  which  we  are  aftonUhed,  notwidiflandiiig 
^e  notion  we  have  of  a  popular  goTemment,  yet  at  what 
time  but  this  did  comedy  adventure  to  claim  the  iame 
lights  with  civil  eloquence  i  The  Iti^an  comedy  of  the 
laft  agCj  all  daiing  as  it  was,  could  for  its  boldnefe  come 
into  no  competition  with  die  ancient.  It  was  limited  to 
gtneral  fattre,  which  was  Ibmedmes  carried  fo  far,  diat 
the  malignity  was  overlooked  in  an  attention  to  the  irild 
cxE^geradoni  the  unexpected  ftrokes,  the  pungent  wi^ 
and  the  magnify  concealed  under  fuch  wild  flights  at 
became  the  charaAer  c^  Harlequin.  But  though  it  lb  fir 
Kfembled  Ai^ftophanes,  our  age  is  yet  at  a  great  diftance 
6t»m  his,  and  the  Italian  comedy  from  his  fcenes.  But 
mth  rel^£k  to  the  liberty  of  cenfuring  the  govemmeniv 
diere  can  be  no  comparifon  made  of  one  age  or  comedy 
m^  another.  Jrijlophanes  is  the  only  writer  of  his  kind^ 
and  is  for  diat  reafon  of  the  higheft  value. '  A  powerful 
ftue  fet  at  the  head  of  Greece,  is  the  fubje^  of  his  mer- 
limeht,  and  that  merriment  is  allowed  by  the  ftate  tt^ 
1^.  This  appears  m  us  an  inconfiftency;  butit  istnie 
that  it  was  the  imerrit  of  the  ftate  to  allow  it^  diough 
nc^  always  without  inconvcntency.  It  was  a  reftraiot 
upon  die  ambition  and  tyranny  of  fingle  men,  a  matter 
of  gyeat  importance  to  a  peo[^e  fo  very  jealous  of  their 
tiberty.  Qeen,  ^ciiiades,  Lamatbtv,  and  many  other 
generals  and  magiflracesi  were  kept  under  by  fear  of 
die  comic  tlrokes  of  a  poet  Ha  lit^  cautious  as  u^c* 
^anes.  He  was  (Hice  indeed  in  danger  of  paying  dear 
for  his  wit.  He  pro&fied,  as  he  tells  us  himlelf,  to  be 
«f|;reatule  bjr  his  wriungs  to  die  ftate  s  and  fated  ius 
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ndint  lb  high  tt  itt  cem^^  that  he  was  tMC  rewarded. 
Bat,  mda-  pgtepce  of  dtis  public  Ipiiit^  he  %afe^  m> 
{wn  of  the  public  coi>di)6t»  neidier  was  govenunent^ 
oooocHs  revenues,  poptiUr  aflemUics,  iecret  proceed- 
iiqp  n  judtcatote,  choice  of  mtnifiersj  Ae  goKrenuneat 
ef  the  AdUca*  or  that  t^  the  pe(^  %«mi 

The  jAfe0niM»j>  the  Pm<v»  and  the  iSirdV.  are  eter- 
nal nKMiufcetits  of  die  boMnefi  of  the  poet,  who  ww 
Mt  afraid  of  cfiniuringjthe  gofernment  for  the  dbfttna^ 
condinwnoc  of  a  ruinous  wftr,  lor  undenting  new  onc*^ 
and  feeding  itfelf  i«ich  «iid  imagioatioiis,  aikl  runniiig  to> 
deftna£tion  as  it  did  for  an  idle  point  of  honour. 

Nothing  can  be  more  refHoachfiil  to  Ae  Ahmamt 
thttA  bis  play  oi  the  Kmgity,  when  he  repreients  undei; 
an  aUcgory  that  may  be  «dUy  feen  through,  the  aaooa 
of  the  jMemms  as  an  old  doating  fellow  tiicked  by  9 
oew  man,  fiich  as  CZmr  aild  hi$  compuibns,  who  wtte 
t£  ^  ImK  fiamp. 

A  fin^  g^ce  \xpoalj0raa,  and  the  Fmak  Or^ 
terst  muft  raife  a&omfhnacnt  iriien  the  JbbtnUn  poli^ 
is  fee  fadonr  the  fchemes  <^  women.  ^H^wtn  the  authour 
makes  rieEcvious  for  no  other  rcafbo  tlun  to  bring  con- 
tempt upon  their  hufbaitifa,  who  hdd  die  hekn  of  gih- 
Tcenmeot. 

The  fy*/pi  iswriRen  tocj^wfe  ^  madneis  of  jpcoi^ 
ibr  tawfuics  ahd  li^gattuns,  and  a  tnukitude  of  iniqui- 
ties aic,  laid  <^en. 

It  nuiy  caiily  be  ^dufedi  thtt  noCwidtfUndic^  the 
wife  hws  of  S^lm,  «duch  tiiey  Hih  pro&flTcd  to  ibilow. 
^e  goTtmmcnt  was  fidling  wxo  decay,  for  we  are  not 
«p  undesftud  da  jefts  of  ^^r^/t^fbams  m  tbe  litczal  fonfe. 

It 
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It  a  {daia  that  dw  oomipuon,  thoi^  w  Ihould  fujv< 
pvft  tt  but  half  u  nucb-is  .we  are  told,  was  very  fftat, 
i»  it  ended  in  tbc  deftni&ioa  oljiiieai,  which  could 
{baree  lufe  its  head  affipt  a&er  it  had  been  taken  fagr 
I^Mkt.  Though  we  conlider  Ari^^htaut  ^  a  comic 
wrttef  whb  de^  in  exi^garatipn,  and,  bring  down  ht» 
ftorkftto  their  true,  ftandap^f  we  (till  find  that  the  ftin-* 
demeitttb  of  thnr  g^vcitiaient  fail  in  abnoft  all  die  cf> 
fential  points.  That  the  people  were  inveigh  by  men 
<}f  kmhiwtnt  riiK  all  covi^itfi  and  decrees  had  their  (Hi, 
Ipnal  in  fitftious  c«ml^nawns »,  that  avarice  afed  privaet 
idteitft  utiiriatddaUfiheirpplicytothehurtofthepuU 
Ikji  that  ^ir  ferehuts  wne  m  quana^  their  allies 
ina^ro0eilrtitai«d]  ^ac  thnr  good  dtizeni  w  w  fecri- 
ftteti,  !nd  die  bad  p«t  in  pbooffi  that  a  mad  oeetiid* 
kt  jXidkU  Iki^titw  copIl  Mp  ^  their  atcenttoa  withii^ 
wid  tiiat.wM-  was  adaiie  wit^tit»  not  lb  nwch  with  wif- 
itia\  und  pi«caDuoa>  as  with  temerity  and  good  hick  i 
fiiat  (hrfove  bf  oi^v^yMd  &ihion  in  ^manner  of 
flmnagng  the  public  aifeirs  was  a  J3udne&  univeriaUf 
{Mtrafent  t  and  thacMnitfrAMvi  Gifs  m  Pktarcb^  the  ,re^ 
pdblic  of  Abmi  itaa  conuAued  «{dy  iqr.  dte  pcfpeiml 
fibftvdiif  thelbkhaeaRaM^teftflliun.-  This  reaie7 
tlisd  dicr  dilbteiiur  by  prcTcinndg.  «h«  cquUibriqm,  and  ~ 
ita  Icqic  ohra^  bi  0QxM  by  tloquence  and  comedy.  . 
ThB  IswhaciBgpncralowybcdrawnfromdietcad.- 
ffig  A^fkaueh  TM  fi^^atf  of  the  readers  will  ga 
Aither«  they  will  iMnparB  the  difo^c<  Ibmn  ^  go- 
venifnac  ^7  whieh  thKt  wmultuovs  pco^  cndoaTouEed 
to  regttlatt  «t  moMfc  «h0  detBoccacy>  which  forms 
'wtti  tH  Atal  (bttie  Aus,  henvA  they  «^  w»  built 
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ijpon  biting  fecundations,  and  had' all  in  them  the  prin- 
cTpIes  of  deftKidlon.  A  ftrange  contrivance  it  was  to 
pdpetuate  a ftate by  chang^gdiejuftprapomon  which 
&1I0H  had  wifely  fettled  between  the  nobles  and  die  peo- 
jX&i  Arid  by  opening  a  gate  to  Qic  Ikilfiil  ambiticHi  of 
thbft  who  had  Srr  or  courage  enough  to  force  themfcives 
into  the  government  by  means  <rf'  the  peofrfej  irfiom 
th6y  flattered  with  protedions  dut  they  mi^t  more  cer- 
tainly crofh  them. 

The  uaric  IV.  Another  part  of  tlieworits  of  ./A^T- 

pHu  i»lUed.  tophanes  are  his  pleafpnt  reflexions  upon 
the  mofl:  celebrated  poets :  the  flufts  which  he  kts^ 
in  die  three  heroes  of  tragedy>  and  particularly  at  £jb> 
ri^dtSt  might  incHne  the  reader  to  believe  that .  be  had 
)it^  efteem  for  thole  gre^  men ;  imd  that  prdMd>^  die 
f^ftators  that  ^plauded  him*ere  of  his  opinion.  This 
conclufion  "would  -not  be  juAy  as  I  have  already  fliewn 
byai^mentsj'whichj  V[  I  had  not  ofiered  them,  the 
reader  might  have difcoveredlietta- than  I.  Butthat  I 
inay  leave  no  room  for  objeflions,  and  prevent  any 
Ihadow  of  capuoufiie&,  1 11^  venture  to  obferve»  diat 
^poftetity  w^  not  confida-  RMcmi  as  lefi  a  mafter  of  th$ 
Pi'mcb  ftage  becaule  his  pla^ra  were  ridiculed  by  paro- 
i^es.  Parody,  ahnys  fixes  upon  die  befl;  peces,  -and 
was  more  to  the  taflj;  of  the  Gudcs  than  n  <nin.  At 
jMvfent  the  Mjgh  theatm  givc'  it  up  m  ftages  of  inferior 
'huik ; '  but  in  Athens  the  ccHnic  -theatre  confidered  partidy 
as^  its  principal  ornament,  for  a  rcafon  which  is  worth 
'Ciamining.  The  ancient  comedy  was  not  £ke  ours,  a 
'remote  and'  delicate  imitadon ;  ic  was  the  art  of  gn^ 
mimicry,  and  would  have  been  luppoicd  to  have  mified 


)  by  Google 


BftUMOYVGREER  THEATJlEi    317 

its  aim^  had  ittn2>t,copied  the  mien,  die  mlk,  die  drcfii 
the  motions  of  the  face  of  thole  vfaqiA  it  exhibited. 
Now  punif '»  an'  imita^n  of  this  kisd  j  it  is  a  change 
of  Itfiow  to  bui:kl()ue>  bj^  a  f^g^t 'varifltioo  of  wordsj 
inflexion  of  voice^  or.  an  imperceptible  art  €f  ^01107. 
Parody  is-to  poetry  .as  a  maique  n>  a  face.  As  die  tr»: 
gcdies  of'  J^bylusy  of  Sfphecles,  and  of  Euripides,  were 
much  in  faihion,  and  were  known  by  memory  to  the 
pcf^le,  the  parodies  upon  chem  would  naturally  ftrike 
and  plea£e>  when  they  were  accompani^  by  the  g^- 
maces  c^  a  good  comedian,  who  mimicked  with  arch- 
neis  a  ferious  character.  Such  is  the  malignity  of.  hu- 
man ruture;  we  love  to  lau^at  thofc  whom  we^eem 
moft,  and  by  this  make  ourfelves  fome  recompence  for 
the  unwilling  homage  which  we  pay  to  merit.  The 
parodies  upon  thefe  poets  made  .by  ^rifii^fbates,  ought 
to  be  confidered  rather  as  encomiums  than  iiuires.  They 
ffve  us  occafion  to  examine  whether  the  crincifms  :are 
juft  ornot  in  themfelves :  but  what  is  more  importan)^ 
they  afibcd  no  proof  that  EuripiJes  or  his  predeceflbrx 
wanted  the  efteem  of  Anfio^a»es  or  his  age.  The  fta- 
tues  nvfed  to  their  honour,  the  rdpeA  piud  by  th^ 
A/ieniaiu  to  dieir  writings,  and  the  carefiil  prefervation 
of  thofe  wridj^  thefofclTes>  arc  immortal  tcftimonies  in 
their  &vour,  and  nfiake  it  unnecefl^  for  me  to  flop 
uiy  lotiger  upon  lb  plaufible  a  folution  of  So  frivolous 
an  objedion.  -     - 

V.  The.  moft  troublefome  difficulty,  Freqacnt  ridi- 
and  that  which,  fo  far  as  I  know,  has  "l^o^'l^eod*; 
noc  yet  been  cleared  to  fatisfaflion,  is  the  ooncemptuout 
L  wluch  /Biftepbants  treats  the  gods.  Though 
I  am 
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I  aw^crfuiKMin  nffownittind  dut  I  tu¥e  found  the 
trae  H^udoK  <^  Au  qudtion, '  I  ant  not  fere  dwt  kmll 
ini^  mac  impreflion  diuV  dwt  otf*  M.  BtMii  who 
c«)Kntshiin^fi'indi(apng,  that  «vtiy4hingw»  sUorwod 
n  dw  connc  poets;  and  tfiat'even-Atheifin  was  permit- 
ted to  Ac  ticentioufnefs  c^  the-flage  i  thfii  ^Avc  jlthatmu 
a^tauded  all  that  made  them  lau^ ;  and  believed  that 
Jupiter  himfetf  laughed  wkK  them  at  the'finait  (iiTings 
of  a  poet.  Mr.  Collier,  ztfEngH/bmM,  in  his  "remarks  . 
upon  ^ir  ftage,  attempts  to  prove  that  Aificptaxes  was 
an  open  Atheift.  For  my  part  1  am  not  latisfted  -wkh 
tfie  accoant  either  of  one  a-  the  Other,  and  diink  it 
better  to  venture  a  new  fyftcm,  of  which  I  have  already 
Atjpt  feme  hints  in  this  work.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
Alhemam  profeflcd  to  be  grftat  laughers ;'  always  ready 
for  mcmtnent  on  whatever  fut^eft.  But  it  CMwot  be 
eeneeived  that  A-iftopbanes  fhould,  without  punifliment, 
jpubiifli  himftlf  an  Atheift,  linlefs  we  fupp(^  diatAdMain 
was  the  opinion  likcmfe  of  the  fpeAators,  and  of  the 
judges  commiffioncd  to  examine  the  |^s ;  and  yet  dm 
canrtot  be  fulpeftcd  of  thofe  who  boafted  thetniEeWes  the 
inoft  religious  nation,  and  naturally  the  moft  fi^ierfti- 
tious  of  afl  Greece.  How  can  we  lupptrfe  th<A  to  be 
Arficflb  who  pafled  fentence  upon  Diagoraj,  SMrattf, 
iaii.Sriiiaiiert'{<x  impiety  i  Thefe are  goring  inooiifift- 
ences.  To  fey  like  M.  Boivin,  for  fake  of  getting  ckar 
of  the  difHculty,  that  jScibiades,  Socrates,  and  Dianas, 
attacked  religion  fe-ioufiy,  and  wovdiere^sre  not  aUow- 
'  ed,  \>yit  rhxi  ^fitpbtnies  diditin  jefti  wwas'abiftoriM 
fay  cufticHTij  would  be  to  e^  <vMa  the  diikfUlyx  ttd 
not  CD  clear  it.    Thou^  the  jItkmMs  loved  iiicinnnc«» 
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tcb  natlifaitrth«if.(^ri/8o;»iiM^hadpiDfeflMAtburrA, 
they  would  have  ^wed  him  mere  thaa  Soavtts,  «^ 
had  as  modi  Hie  and  pka&ntrf  ki  his  dUcourfes,  as  the 
poec  ia  his  comedies.  The  pungent  raiUery  nS  Aifit-  < 
|i^0Mi,  aBdthef(Midne&oftbc.^4!ieMMnf  f(K-it,  arethore- 
ffBT  not  the  trae  reafon  why  the  poet  was  ipaied  when 
Secrattt  was  condenifted.  I  fliall  now  iolve  the  qu^oA 
with  great  brevity,  ' 

The  true  anfWcr  to  dus  queftion  is  g^ven  by  Pin- 
tarcb  in  his  crcati&  of  readtng  of  the  poets.  Plutertk 
attcBipes  tt  prove  diat  youth  is  not  to  be  prc^bited  the 
reading  of  die  poets  j  but  to  be  cainioned  againft  fucK 
parts  as  may  have  bad  efie£b.  They  are  firft  to  be  pie- 
poflefled  with  this  leading  princi|fc>  that  poetry  is  feUe 
and  fabulous.  He  then  enunterates  it  ki^;ththe  fables 
which  Abnr  and  other  poets  have  invented  about  theit 
deitiesi.  aad  ooncludes  thus :  "  When  therefon  there  is 
"  found  in  poetical  con^xjfidoiE  any  thing  ftrange  and 
"  ifaocking,  wtA  rdfped  to  gods,  or  dcmi-gods,  or 
"  concemihg  the  viicue  of  any  cxcdlcnt  and  renowned 
"  chataAera,  -he  that  Ihould  receive  thefe  Bflions  as 
**  truih  would  be  corrupted  by  a»  emmeom  opinioni 
^  but  he  diat  always  keepo  in  his  mind  the  ft^les  and 
'  **  allufions,  which  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  poetry  to  con^ 
«  trire,  "wUl  not  be  injured  by  dwfc  (toriesj  nor  receive 
^  any  Ul  iw^Rflioni  upon  ias  though,  but  wiU  be 
'*  ttaAy  t*  otiifan  htmrel£  if  at  ar^  time  he  hj^pcns 
'F  CO  be  afraid,  left  Tieptmu  in  his  r^  fliotdd  Ipllt  the 
-ft  earth,  and  hq^  «p«i  the  infmt^  re^ons."  Some 
pages  afterwards,  he  tells  us^  "  That  religion  is  a  thing 
"  diffiodt  M'cbmprehenfien,  and  above  the  underftand- 
•  "  iog 
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"  ing  of  poets ;  nthkh  it  is,  fcys  he,  necdfivy  to  h«VB 
**  in  mind  when  we  read  their  Abies." 

The  J*agmu  dierefore  had  dieir  fables^  which  they  difl 
tinguifhcd  from  .their  religion  j  for  no  one  can  be  pw- 
fuadcd  that  Ovui  intended  his  Metamorpbejes  as  a  true 
reprefcntarion  of  the  religion  of  the  Romans.  The  poets 
were  allowed  thck*  imaginations  about  their  gods^  as 
things  which  have  no  regard  to  the  public  worfhip.  Up- 
on this  principle,  I  iky,  as  I  laid  bc&re,  there  was 
amongft  the  Pagans  two  forts  of  religion;  one  a  poeti- 
cal] and  a  real  religion  :  one  prafUcal,  the  other  thea- 
trical ;  a  mythology  for  the  poets,  a  theology  for  ufe. 
They  had  fables,  and  a  worihip,  which  though  founded 
upon  fable,  was  yet  very  different. 

DiagaraSi  Socrates,  Piato,  and  the  [dulofophers  oiJtbais^ 
with  Ckero,  dieir  admirer,  and  the  other  pretended  wife 
men  diRime,  are  men  by  tbemfelvei.  Thefe  were  the 
AtheUb  with  relpeA  to  the  ancients.  We  muft  not 
thereibre  look  into  Piato,  or  into  Ckero  for  the  real  re- 
Ug^n  of  the  PagaHs,  as  diftinft  from  the  fabulous.  Thefe 
two  authors  involve  themlelves  in  the  clouds,  that  their 
opinicHis  may  not  be  difcovered.  They  durft  not  openly 
attack  the  real  rdi^on;  but  delbx>yed  it  by  attacking 
fable. 

To  diltinguiih  here  with  cxa£tnels  the  agreement  oe 
difference  between  fable  and  rehgion,  is  not  at  prefenc 
my  intention :  it  is  not  eafy  •  to  fliew  with  ^jaftnefi 
what  was  the  AthemaH  nodon  of  the  nature  of  the  gods 
whom  they  worflupped.    Plutarch  himielf  tdls  us,  that 
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this  was  a  thing  very  difficult  for  the  philofophers.  It 
is  fufiident  for  mi  dtat  the  mythok^  and  theology  of 
the  ancients  were  different  at  the  bottom ;  that  the  names 
of  die  gods  continued  the  fame ;  and  that  long  cuftem 
gave  up  one  to  the  caprices  of  the  poets,  without  fup- 
poQng  the  other  afie£ted  by  them.  This  being  once 
fettled  upon  the  authority  of  die  ancients  themfelvies, 
I  am  no  longer  furprifed  to  fee  Jitpiter,  Miwroaj  Nep- 
tune, Battbuj,  appe»-  upon  the  ft^  in  the  comedy  of 
Arifiepbmes ;  and  at  the  &me  time  receiving  incenfe  in 
the  temples  of  Athens.  This  is,  in  my  c^inion,  the 
moft  reafonable  account  tA  a  thing  fo  obfcure  -,  and  I  anx 
ready  to  give  up  my  fyftem  to  any  other,  by  which  the 
/ftbettians  Ihall  be  made  more  confiftent  vdth  themfclvesj 
thofe  Athenians  who  fat  laughing  at  the  gods  of  jfrifto- 
pbanes,  while  they  condemned  Socrates  for  having  appear- 
ed to  defpife  the  gods  of  bis  country. 

VI.  A  word  is  now  to  be  Ipoken  of  The  Uiwti  and 
the  Afiwi,  which  had  fome  relation  to  '*-«'•»««/. 
comedy.  This  appdlation  was,  by  the  Greeks  and  Ro-  ' 
manst  given  K>  certdn  dramatic  performances,,  and  to 
the  zSion  that  played  them.  The  denomination  fuffi- 
ciendy  fhews,  that  their  art  conlifted  in  imitation  and 
buffoonery.  Of  their  works,  nothiog,  or  very  little,  is  re- 
maining; fothat  they  can  onlybeconfidered  by  the  help 
of  fome  paflages  in  authors :  froni  which  little  is  to  be 
learned  that  dcferves  confideration.  I  (hall  extraft  the 
fubftance,  as  I  did  with  relpeft  to  the  chorus,  without 
lofing  time,  byjdefining  all  the  different  fpecies,  or  pro- 
ducing all  the  quotadons  which  would  ^ve  the  reader 
pwre  trouble  than  ioffm£tion.  He  that  defires  fuller 
Y  inftruc- 
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infbudtiops  may  read  Voffius,  Vaiois,  SaumaiJeSj  and  Gat' 
aker,  <4.  wtioTe  comfHkaons,  however  le»-ned,  I  ihould 
thuik  it  fhame  to  be  the  author. 

The  Mhm  had  their  originai  from  comedy,  of  w^ch 
at  its  firft  appearance  they  made  a  part  j  for  their  mimic 
aftors  ahvays  played  and  oihibited  grotefque  dances  in 
the  comedies.  The  jealoufy  of  rivalfhip  afterwards  brdtc 
them  off  from  the  comic  aftors,  and  made  chem  a  com- 
-pany  by  themfchres.  But  to  fccore  their  reception^  they 
borrowed  from  comedy  aH  its  drollery,  wiHnefs,  groft- 
nefs,  and  licentioufnefs.  This  amufcment  they  added 
to  their  dances,  and  they  produced  what  are  now  called 
firces,  or  burkttos.  Thefe  farces  had  not  the  regula- 
Tity  or  delicacy  of  comedies ;  they  were  only  a  fiicccf- 
fiofl  of  ftngle  fcenes  contrived  to  rafc  laugjiter  -,  firfmed 
or  unravelled  without  order  and  widiout  connexion. 
They  had  no  other  end  but  to  make  the  people  lau^ 
Kow  and  tljen  there  mi^t  be  good  feitenccs,  like  the 
fcntenccs  of  P.  Syrus,  that  arc  yet  left  us ;  but  the  ground- 
work was  low  comedy  i  and  any  thing  of  greater  dig- 
nity drops  in  by  chance.  We  muft  however  im^ne, 
{hat  this  odd  Ipecies  of  the  drama  rofe  at  length  to  fome- 
■what  a  higher  charafter,  fincc  we  are  told  that  Plato  the 
philofophcr  laid  the  Mimi  of  Sopbrcn  under  his  pillow, 
and  they  were  found  diere  after  his  death.  But  in  ge- 
neral we  may  fay  with  truth,  that  it  always  diffcovered 
the  mcannefs  of  its  original,  like  a  falfe  pretenfion  to 
nobility,  in  which  the  cheat  is  always  djfcovcred  througfi 
the  concealment  of  fiftjtious  fplendor. 

Thefe  Mim  were  of  two  forts,  of  which  the  lengtii 
was  dilftrent,  but  the  purpofes  thfe  feme.    The  jt*i«r 

■     of 
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«f  one  fpecics  *ttc  (Kottj  rfiofe  of  the  other  long,  anSl 
not  quirt  fo  grotcfijue.  Thefe  two  kinds,  were  fubdi- 
vided  into  many  fpecies,  dlftinguifhed  by  the  dreffes  and 
charaAers,  fuCh  as  ihevs,  drunkards,  phyricians>  men, 
and  women. 

Thus  fo  of  the  Gre^s.  The  Rotndns  hivittg  borrowed 
of  them  flie  more  noble  fhews  of  tragedy  and  comedy, 
■were  not  conwnt  riU  they  had  thilr  rhapibdies.  They 
had  tJieir  pkMpedttt  VTho  played  with  flat  foles,  diat  they 
fnighc  ha^'e  the  more  ^ity ;  and  their  SamionSf  whofe 
h«ad  was  ftiaved,  that  they  might  bok  the  better.  There 
is  no  need  of  naming  here  all  who  had  a  name  for  thefi; 
Sliverfions  among  the  Gtelks  and  Romans,  t  have  faid 
enoDghj  and  perhaps  too  much  of  £his  abortion  of  cou 
mcdyi  irtiich  drew  upoii  iticlf  the  contempt  of  good 
men,  die  Cenfures  of  fte  mag^l&ates,  and  the '  indigna^ 
^on  fi(  the  fediers  of  die  churrfi  *, 

Anothef  let  of  players  were  caRed-PanioaimeS:  thefe 
ttrre  ar  feaft  fo  far  preferable  to  the  former,  that  they 
gave  nO  offence  to  the  ears.  They  Ipoke  only  to  tfw 
tfts  i  but  wSdi  fuch  art  of  expreltion,  that  without  the 
tineraJice  of  a  finglc  word,  they  reprefeiited,  as  we  are 
ftjM,  i  complete  tragedy  or  comedy,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner ai  dumb  Hadt^in  is  ejthibited  on  our  rfieatres, 
Thefe  Ptaitethimes  among  the  Greeks  firft  mingled  ring- 
ing with  dicir  dances  1  afterwards,  about  the  time  of 

*  It  is  tlie  nc«iitioufDe&  of  tbe  MM  Md  Famtmlmtj,  tpSoA. 
which  the  cenfore  of  the  Holf  Pathen  ; srtknlarljr  bivakt  out,  w 
sgaidlt  a  thing  irreguhr  and  indecent,  witbont  luppufing  it  muclt 
««kioe{ted  with  the  caofe  of  ftllgiow. 
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■ZJviiu  jhdromas,  the  fongswere  perfonncd  by  one  part, 
ind  the  dances  by  another.  Afterwards*  in  the  time  c^ 
JugufiuSi  when  they  were  fent  for  to  Rom^  fia"  the  di-^ 
veriions  trf"  the  people,  whom  he  had  enflaved,  they 
played  comedies  without  fongs  or  vocal  utterance  ;  but 
by  the  ^rightlinefi,  aftivity,  and  efficacy  of  their  gef-. 
tures;  or,  3&S'tdmus  A$oUinaru  exprcffes  it,  ckufisfatt- 
eihtit,  ei  lotptente  geftuy  they  not  only  exhibited  diings  and 
'pafJQons,  but  even  die  moft  delicate  di(tin£tions  of  paf- 
fibns,  and  the  (ligjiteft  circumftanccs  of  fads.  Wc 
muft  not  however  imagine,  at.  leaft  in  my  opiniooi  that 
the  Pantomimes  did  literally  reprefenf  r^;Hlar  tragedies 
or  comedies  by  the  mere  motions  of  their  bodies.  Wt 
may  juftly  determine,  notwithftanding  ^  their  agpJity. 
their  rcprefentadoiis  would  at  lait  be  very  incomplete  : 
yet  we  may  fuppofe,  ^th  good  rcafon,  that  their  aftion 
was  very  Hvely ;  and  that  the  art  of  imitadcm  went  greaC 
lengths,  fince  it  mfedthe  admiration  of  the  wifeft  men, 
and  made  the  people  mad  with  eagcmefs.  Yet  whea 
we  read  that  one  tf/lm,  die  pupil  of  one  PyiaJeSf  in  the 
time  o^JuguJIus,  divided  the  appfaufes  of  the  pe<^ 
-with  his  matter,  when  they  r^rclcnted  Oedipus,  or  when 
Jieoawl  cells  us,  that  BatbiUta  played  Leda^  and  odw 
filings,  of  the  &me  kind,  it  is  not  eafy  to  believe  dtac 
a  fingle  man,  without  fpeaking  a  word,  could  exhibit 
tragedies  or  comedies,  and  make  ftarts  and  bounds  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  vocal  Mticulation.  NotwithibuidiOg^ 
Ae  obfcurity  of  this  whole  matter,  mie  triay  know  what 
to  admit  as  certain,  or  how  far  a  reprefentadon  could 
b6  cariied  by  dancfu.jwfture,  and  grimace.     Amon^ 
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ittefe  artificial  dances,  of  which  we  know  nothing  but 
the  nanicsi  there  w^  as  early  as  the  dmes  of  Arifi^mes 
fomc  extremely  indecent.  Thefe  were  continued  in 
UaJy  from  the,  time  of  Aupijhi:.,  long  after  the  empe- 
rors. It  was  a'  public  mifchief,  which  contributed  in 
fomC  mealure  to  the  decay  and  ruin  of  the  Reman  em- 
pire. To  have  a  due  deteflation  of  thefe  licentious  en- 
tertainments, diere  is  no  need  of  any  recourfe  to  tiie  &• 
thcrs  i  the  wifer  Pagans  tell  us  very  plainly  what  they 
thought  of  them.  I  have  made  ctus  mentioq  of  the 
Mmi  &nd  PaHtcmiMes,  only  to  fhewhow  the  moft  noble 
of  public  fpeftacles  were  corrupted  and  abufed,  and  ta 
conduft  the  reader  to  the  end  through  every  road,  and 
^rou^  all  the  bye-paths  of  human  wit,  from  Homer  and 
Efchylus  to  our  own  time. 

VII.  That  we  may  conclude  this  work  WiDderingi  of 
by  applying  the  principles  laid  down  at  aOnj  "j^h. 
die  beginning,  and  extend  it  through  the  ^"^  and  pro- 
whole,  I  defire  the  reader  to  recur  to  fncai  repn^n- 
that  point  where  I  have  reprefented  the  t«ion»- 
human  mind  as  beginning  the  courfe  of  the  drama.  The 
chorus  was  firft  a  hymn  to  BaccbuSf  produced  by  acci- 
dent i  art  brought  it  to  perfedion,  and  delight  made  it 
a  public  cHvcrfion.  Tibg^w  made  a  fingle  aftor  fday 
before  the  people  j  this  was  the  b^^nning  of  theatrical 
,  Ihews.  E/ifyhts,  taking  the  idea  of  the  lUad  and  OJyf' 
Jeyt  animated^  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  the  epic  poem, 
and  gave  a  dialogue-  in  place  of  fimple  recitation,  puts 
the  whole  into  action,  and  fets  it  before  the  eyes,  as  if 
ic  was  a  prefent  and  real  tranfaftion  t  be  gives  the  cho- 
Y  3  nu 
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rgs  •  an  interdl  in  the  fecnes,  contrives  habits  of  dig- 
nity and  theatrical  decorations.  In  a  vacd,  he  gives 
b^h  to  tragedy  i  or,  dqcmt  properly,  draws  it  from  the 
bQfptn  of  the  epic  poem.  She  made  her  appearance 
fparkliD^  wkh  graces^  and  diTplayed  fuch  tn^fty  as 
g^d  every  heart  a;c  the  fitft  viev.  Si^acles  coofideis 
her  more  neatly,  with  the  eyes  of  a  critic,  and  finds 
that  ihe  has  iooqedwvg  QiU  about  bei  roug^  and  fwel- 
ling;  he  diveft^  her  of  her  fatfc  ociumenu,  teaches  her 
^'oiare  re^Ur  walk»  and  Enoce  ^niliar  dignity.  Eu- 
rij^  was  of  <^^Qn,  that  flie  ou^  to  itceive  ftiU 
rpo^e.  foftniefs  ^  tcndexneis ;  he.  te^hes  her  tt^  iteic 
afc  of  ^leaUo]^  by  Umplicity,  and  g^ves  her  the  diarau 
cji  ^.cdid  ncg^eocc  i  Sa  that  he  makes  her  ftaod  iif^ 
jufpence,  whether  fhe  appears  itv?ft  to  advantage  iin  thQ 
drefs  of  Setbacks,  fpaitlding  witt  genu^  or  in  that  oEBu- 
ripiikit  whkh  is  ipotc  iimpljt  and  mpdcit  Bocbindee4 
are  elp^tf  i  but  the  elegance  is  of  different  Unds,  he^ 
t\«ea  which  no  jvdgojpnt  as  yet  h^.  decided  the  pciae 
of  fupcriorij::^ 

We  caa  now  trace  it  no  farther  i  its  progrcfs  amoogft 
Vk  Qreehs  15  pvit  of  fig^t.  Wc  muft  piJs.  at  once  to  tht 
time  ai/b^u^Ms,  where  y^/fe  and  tKe.  Mufti  quitwd 
their  ancient  refidence  in  Creece^  to  fix  their  abode  in, 
Jialy_.  But  it  is  vain  to  alH  queftions  of  Melpmme  -,  9^, 
is.  obftinately  fijent,,  and  we  only  know  fi;oi&  ftrangp'* 
her  power  ajnongft  the  Remans.     Sepeca-  endeavoui?  to. 

*  tjilrfliu,  in  m}'  opinion,  ai  welt  as  the  oihar  {foets  fiia  contem- 
|ifMU7c»,  retained-rhechoruBi  not  nierejjr  iKCaufe  itwaa-ihe  fMfluoii> 

ntional  CD  coiiccive,  that  an  aAion  great  and  fplendid,  like  the 
Kvolgtioa  of  i  fUte,  could  p^  without  witnefTej. 

3  make 
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make  her  fpeak ;  bat  die  gaudy  ihcw  vkh  which  he  la^ 
ther  loads  dian  adorns  her^  mskcs  us  chink  thstt  he  took 
fome  phantom  of  Mtlpomone  for  the  Mufe  herielf. 

Another  flight,  equally  rapid  with  tha  to  Rome,  nraft 
carry  us  through  thoufands  of  years,  from  Rcme  R» 
France.  There  in  the  time  of  Lewu  XIV,  we  fee  the  ■ 
mind  of  man  ^ving  birth  to  tragedy  a  fecond  time;  as 
if  the  Greek  ti^edy  had  been  utterly  forgot.  In  the 
place  o(  Efcbylus,  we  have  our  Rotreu.  In  Comeiiief  we 
have  another  Sepboeksy  and  in  Recme  a  fecapd  Eur^diks. 
TIkk  is  tragedy  raifed  from  her  alhes,  carried  to  the 
uEm(^  point  of  greatnefs,  and  fo  daszling  that  fiie  pre- . 
fers  herfelf  to  herfelf.  Sorprifed  to  fee  herfey*  produced 
again  in  Frame  in  fo  flioit  a  time^  and  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  b(;fore  in  Greece^  Aie  is  cfifpofed  to  be^ 
lieve  that  her  &te  is  to  m^  a  fliort  tranfiuon  from  her 
birch  to  her  perfediw>  Uke  the  goddefe  that  iffiied  from 
■  the  braiiv  of  "Jupiter. 

If  we  look  back  on  the  other  fide  to  the  rife  of  co- 
medy, we  fliaU  fee  it  hatched  by  Margites  from  the  Od^-, 
Jey  of  Homer,  in  imitation  of  her  eldeft  filler;  but  we 
fee  her  under  the  conduct  of  Arijlcrphanes  become  licen-  . 
tious  and  petulant,  taking  airs  to  herfelf  -wfiich  the  ma- 
giftrates  werd  obliged  to  crulh,  Menander  reduced  her 
xo  bounds,  taught  her  at  Once  gaiety  and  policenefe,  and 
enabled  her  to  correal  vice,  without  riiocking  the  of- 
fenders. Plauius,  among  tlie  Romans,  to  whom  we  muft 
now  pafi,  united  the  earlier  and  the  niter  comedy,  and 
joined  buffoonery  with  dehcacy.  Terence,  who  was  bet- 
tor inftr^ftcd,  Kceived,  comedy  from  Menander,  and 
furpaired  his  original,  as  he  endeavoured  to  copy  ic^ 
Afld  lalily,  MoUtre  produced  *  new  fpecies'  of  comedy, 
Y  4  ifliich 

D.D.t™a  by  Google 


3a8     GENERAL  CONCLUSION  to 
ithich  muft  be  placed  in  a  clais  by  itfelf,  in  oppofiiion 
to  that  of  jirifiopbanes,  whofe  manner  is  Ukcwife  pecu- 
liar to  himfclf. 

But  fuch  is  the  weaknels  of  die  human  mind,  that 
when  we  review  the  fucceflions  of  the  drama  i  third 
time,  we  find  genius  falling  fitim  its  height,  forgetting 
jtfcif,  and  led  aftray  by  the  love  of  novelty,  &nd  the  dc- 
fire  of  ftriking  out  new  paths.  Tragedy  degenerated  in 
Gretce  from  the  time  of  j^ftotU,  and  in  Rome  after  j4u- 
fftjtus.  At  Rome  and  jlihens  comedy  produced  Mmi^ 
pantomimes,  burlettas,  tricks,  and  faj'ces,  for  the  fake 
of  variety ;  fuch  is  the  charaftcr,  and  fuch  die  madnefi 
tX  the  mind  of  man.  It  is  fatisfied  with  having  made 
great  conquefts,  and  gjves  them  up  to  aaempt  others, 
which  arc  far  from  anfwcring  its  expeftadoo,  and  only 
enables  it  to  difcover  its  own  folly,  weaknefs,  and  devi- 
ations. But  why  fliould  we  be  tired  with  ftandii^  (till 
at  the  true  point  of  perfcftion,  when  it  is  attained  ?  If 
eloquence  be  wearied,  and  forgets  herfclf  a  while,  yet 
ftie  foon  returns  to  her  former  point :  fo  will  it  happen 
to  our  theatres  if  the  Frtnch  Mufes  will  keep  the  Credt 
models  in  their  view,  and  not  look  with  difdain  upon  a 
ftage  whofe  mother  is  nature,  whofe  foul  is  paflion,  and 
•whofe  art  is  Cmplicity:  a  ftage,  which,  to  fpeak  the 
truth,  does  not  perhaps  equal  ours  in  fplendor  and  ele- 
vation, but  which  excels  it  in  fimplicity  and  propriety, 
and  equals  it  at  1^  in  the  conduft  and  direction  rf 
thofc  paffions  which  rrivf  properly  affeft  an  honeft  man 
and  a  chriftian. 

For  my  part,  I  fliall  tlunfe  myfclf  well  recompenfed 
for  my  labour,  and  ftiall  attain  the  end  which  I  had  in 
view,  if  I  ih«il  in  fomc  little  meafui  e  revive  in  the  minds 
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of  thole  who  purpofe  n>  run  the  round  of  poliu  liters- . 
turC)  not  an  immoderate  uid  blind  reverence,  but  a 
true  tafte  of  antiquity :  fuch  a  talte  as  both  feeds  an4 
poMies  the  mind^  and  enriches  it  by  enabling  it  to  ap- 
propriate  the  wealth  of  foreigners,  and  to  exert  its  na- 
tural fertility  in  exquifite  produdiops ;  fuch  a  tafte  u 
gave  the  Racinttt  the  Meiieres,  the  BeUeaiu,  the  Fea~ 
tames,  the  Patrutt  die  PeUffms^  and  many  other  great 
gemufes  of  the  laft  age,~all  that  they  were,  and  all  that 
they  will  always  be  j  fuch  a  tafte  as  puts  the  feal  of  im- 
mortality to  thole  wtH-ks  in  which  it  is  difcovercd ;  a 
tafte  lb  necefiiuy,  diat  without  it  we  may  be  certain  that 
the  greateft  powers  of  nature  will  long  condnue  In  a  ftate 
below  themfelves ;  for  no  man  ought  to  allow  himfelf  to 
be  Battered  or  feduced  by  the  example  of  feme  men  <^ 
genius,  who  have,  rather  appeared  to  defpife  this  taite 
than  to  defpife  it  in  reality.  It  is  true  that  excellent 
originals  have  given  occaEon,  ndthout  any  fault  of  their. 
own,  to  very  bad  copies.  No  man  ought  fevercly  to  ape 
either  the  ancients  or  the  moderns :  but  if  it  was  necrf. 
fary  to  run  into  an  extreme  of  one  fide  or  the  other, 
which  is  never  done  by  a  judicious  and  well-direded 
mind,  it  would  be  better  for  a  wir,  as  for  a  punter,  to 
enrich  himfelf  by  what  he  can  take  from  the  ancients, 
than  to  grow  poor  by  Caking  all  from  hu  own  ftock ;  or 
openly  to  alfeA  an  imitaticui  of  thofe  modems  whole 
more  fertile  genius  has  produced  beauQes  peculiar  to 
themfelves,  and  which  themfelves  only  can  difplay  with 
grace :  beauties  of  that  peculiar  kind,  that  they  are  not 
fit  to  be  imitated  by  others ;  though  m  thole  who  Btft; 
invented  them  iliey  may  be  juftly  efteemed,  and  in  thetti 
only. 

AC-> 
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ACCOUNT 

OF      A 

B         O  O         K> 

I  n  r  I  r  i  E  D, 

An  tuAorical  sknd  critical  Enquiry  into  the  Evi*> 
dence  produced  by  the  £ju-1s  of  Morav  and 
Morton^  againft  Mary  Qy^oi  of  Scots*. 
>  Hl^tb  an  Examination  of  the  Rer.Eh-.RoiBRT- 
iK>tt*s  Difleitfttlon,  and  Mr.  Hvms's  Hiftofy, 
with  refiwft  to  that  Evidence  f, 

TJtTE  Eve  in  an  age  in  which  theft  i»  rriiSch  qH:  of 
'  '  independence,  of  private  judgnrieiit,  6(  Kbftty 
of  thou^t,  and  Hbeity  of  prels.  Our  ctamorouspmres 
of  liberty  fulKciendy  prove  that  we  enjoy  it ;  arid  if  bf 
liberty  nothing  elfe  be  meant,  than  fecOrity  frtini  the 
perfecutions  of  power,  it  is  fo  fiilly  pofleffed  by  us,  that 
little  more  is  to  be  defired,  except  that  one  ffiould  talk 
of  it  lefs,  and  ufe  it  better. 

But  a  Jocial  being  can  fcarcely  rife  to  compliete  inde- 
pendence J.  he  that  has  any  Wants,  which  others  can 

•  WrlMen  by  Mr.Tytler,  of  Edinburgh,    E. 
'  -f  Printed  in  the  G'entlCfflaa's  Magazine,  OOober  1760.    ff. 
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fupply,  muft  ftud)r  the  grabHcotJon  of  them  whole  $^ 
filbiKe  he  experts ;  this  is  equally  true^  vhcther  his 
wants  be  wants  of  nature  or  of  Tanity.  The  writers  of 
the  prcfent  time  are  not  itlways  caodidates  Sot  preferment, 
:nor  often  the  hirelings  of  a  pavon.  They  prolefs  t» 
Save  no  iotereft,  and  fpea^,  vith  loud  jcontempc  of  fyco- 
pjiants  and  flaves. 

There  is,  however,  a  power,  frotp  wbob  iofluecoC' 
neither  they  nor  tlieir  predeccffors  have  ever  bceo  free 
Tbofe  who  have  fet  greatn^  at  defUDce>  have  yec  been 
the  lUyes  of  fa&ioo.  Wlien  an  opnuoa  has  once  be- 
come popular,  very  few  atf:  wUUng  to  appoft  ic  Idle* 
nefs  is  ntore  inlling  to  credit  thaa  cnquin:;.  cowardice 
is  afraid  of  controverfy,  and  vaniqr  tii  anDmtr ;  and  he- 
that  wrucs  merely  for  fal<^  a  icmpled  to  court  porchafcts 
jay  Battering  the  pr^dice»  of  the  jmUic. 

It  has  now  been  falhionable  for  mw  hatf  s  century,  to- 
^ame  and  v4^  the  houfe  ofStnart,  and  to  cxak  and 
jnag^ify  the  reign  of  EUz^heA.  Th^  Stuarts  have  fcKoaA- 
few  apologifts,  {or  the  dead  caawi  pay  for  F^  >  ^"^ 
?»ho  wiU,  without  r^wM'd,  oppoie  the  tide  ofpopulan^  ? 
Yet  there  «m«ns  fall  among  ua,  not  wheily  extiiv 
g^j^fhed,  a  zi^'  for  truth,  ^defirc  ef  eftablifliing  ng^t, 
is  oppo^jjoa  to  fajliioa.  The  author,  i^xA.  w«tk  i» 
now  bc&re  usi,  has  actempfied  z  Tisdicttian  oCM^ryof 
ScellaTid,  -vrhoSc  nsme  has  fas  Qjsas  years  been  general^!* 
reaped  to  ioBtmy,  and  who  liaa  bosoi  oaAMv^  as 
the  mutidcMr  oi  her  hidbaniL  and  eoudanoed  by  her 
own  Icaersi.  ■ 

Of  thelclcttccav  ijur^udnr  of  thisvindifatioa  etODfcflia 
dK  ir^poaancG  v>  be  fuch,  thac.  ^  tk^  ht  geiuime^  thf 
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qtuen  toes  guUty  t  and  if  they  bejpuriaus,  fie  was  inmceti* 
He  hasy  therefore,  undertaken  to  prove  them  (purious, 
JUid  divided  his  creatife  into  fix  parts. 

In  thej^  is  contained  the  hiftory  of  the  letters,  from 
dieir  difcovery  by  the  earl  of  Morton^  their  being  pro- 
duced agMnft  Q^Maryt  and  their  feveral  appearances  in* 
England  before  Q^EIizabetb  and  her  commiflioners,  ui^ 
til  they  were  finally  ddivtred  back  ^;alh  to  the  earl  of 
Morten. 

Ths/ecofid  contains  a  ftiort  abftraft  of  Mr.  Goedall's 
Ji^ments  for  proving  the  letters  to  be  fpurious  and 
fiwged  f  and  of  Dr.  Robert/on  mA  Mr.  Humeri  objeftions 
by  way  of  anfwcr  to  Mr.  Goodall,  with  critical  obferva- 
cions  on  thefe  authors. 

The  third  contains  tm  examinJttion  of  the  arguments 
irf"  Dr.  Robertjon  and  Mr.  Mow,  in  fupport  of  the  au- 
ihenticity  of  the  letters. 

The  fturtb  contains  an  examinarionof  dw  confeflkm 
tX Nicholas  Hubert,- commonly  called  French Paris^  with 
obfcrvatitms  fhewing  the  fame  to  be  a  forgery. 

The  ffih  contains  a  fhort  recapitulation  or  fummtry 
of  the  arguments  on  both  fides  of  the  quclUon.    And, 

The  laft  is  an  hlftorical  coUeaion  of  the  direft  or 
poiitive  evidence  ftill  on  record,  tending  to  {hew  vhitt 
part  the  earls  of  Miorajy,  and  Morton^  and  fccretary' 
Letbington,  had  in  the  murder  of  the  lord  Damky. 

The  audKM-  apologies  for  the  length  of  this  book,  by 
obftrving,  that  it  neceflartly  comprifes  a  great  number 
of  particulars,  which  could  not  eafily  be  contrafted :  the 
fame  plea  maybe  made  for  the  imperfedion  of  our  ex- 
tradt,  which  wiU  natural  fall  below  the  force  of  the 
a  book. 
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book,  becaufe  we  can  only  fele£t  parts  of  Hat  endence, 
which  owes  its  ftrcngth  to  its  concatenation*  and  which 
will  be  weakened  whenever  it  is  disjoined. 

The  account  of  the  feizure  of  thefe  controverted  let- 
ters is  thus.given  by  the  queen's  enemies. 

"  That  in  the  caftell  of  Edinburgh  thair  was  left  be 
"  the  Erie  of  5fl/^^JV,  before  his  fleeing  away,  and'wa* 
"  fend  for  be  ane  George  Dalgkijb,  hi^  fervand,  who  was 
"  taken  be  the  Erie  of  Mortoun,  ane  fmall  gylt  coffer, 
^*  not  fully  vie  fute  lang,  gamilht  in  findrie  places,  with 
"  the  RoMaa  letter  F.  under  ane  king's  crownc  j  whorin 
"  were  certane  letteris  and  writings  weel  knawin>  and 
"  be  aithis  to  be  affirmit  n>  have  been  wricixn  with  the 
"  Quene  of  Scottts  awn  hand  to  the  Eric." 

The  pi4>ers  in  the  box  were  fud  to  be  eight  letters  in 
FrencJb,  fome  love  fonnets  in  French  aUb,  and  a  promife. 
of  maniage  by  the  Queen  to  Botbweli.  • 

To  the  reality  of  thefe  letters  our  author  makes  fome 
xonfiderable  obje£Uons,  from  the  nature  of  things ;  but 
as  fuch  arguments  do  not  ^ways  convince,  we  will  pa{» 
to  the  evidence  of  fa£ts. 

On  Jime  15,  1567,  the  queen  delivered  herfelf  t9 
I^tm^  and  his  party,  who  imprilbned  her, 

'Jvxe  20,  1567,  Z)(i/jr)W)2t  was  feized*  and  fix  days  after 
v«i  examined  by  Martm  t  his  examination  is  ftill  extant^ 
andihere  a  no  mention  of  this  fatal  box. 

Def.  4,  1 J67,  A&OT-ity'a  fecret  council  pubUflied  an 
a£t,  in  which  is  the  firft  mention  of  thefe  letttrs,  and  in 
v<Brtdch  th^  are  faid  to  be  written  andjubfirivit  with  her 
swin  band.  Ten  days  afief  Moray's  firfl  parliameflC 
fosty  and  pafled  an  z,^  ii)  which  they^mendon  frevi^^ 
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Utters  wtittett  haieSe  [irfidly]  '"^j*  *fr  awin  band.  1V 
*ftrencc  between  written  and  ^Jcrtbed,  and  wb^fy 
vritteny  ^vct  the  author  juft  rndbn  to  lulpefty  firft,  a 
fc^gerjr,  and  then  a  variarioti  of  ihe  forgery.  It  b  in- 
deed very  remarfcaHc,  that  die  firft  accotint  afferts  more 
ifianAefecond,  (houghthefecond  coiitflins:dldictnith; 
fer  Ac  letKTS;  i^ether  written  bj  die  (\iKtn  or  not, 
were  not  fubfcrihed.  Had  the  fccortd  account  differed 
from  the  firft  orfy  by  fomething  added,  the  firft  might 
feiTe  contained  truth,  thoc^  not  ^  the  truth ;  but  as 
die  fccond  corrcfh  Ae  feft  by  diminution,  the  firft  can- 
not be  cleared  fnxA  fsdfhood. 

In  O£foier  15*6,  thde  letters  were  Aewn  at  Tork  to 
Elizabeth'^  commiflioncrs,  by  the  agents  of  Murray^  but 
not  in  their  public  chara3:er  as  commiflioners,  but  by 
way  of  private  information,  and  were  not  therefore  ex- 
pdfed  to  Mary'i  commilfioners.  Majt  however,  hear-* 
Ing  that  fome  letters  were  intended  to  be  produced  againft 
her,  direftcd  her  comnwflioncre  to  require  them  for  hei" 
inlpeftion,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  derfarc  them  ^^e 
and  feipiedj  forged  and  invented,  obferving  drat  rfiere 
were  many  that  cotrfd  counterfeit-  her  hand. 

To  counterfeit  a  name  is  cafy,  to  counterfeit  A  hand 
dwoug^  e^t  letters  very  Afiicirft.  But  it  docs  nu*  ap- 
pear d»at  the  Ictten  were  ever  ihewn  to  diofe  wfio  woulrf 
ddire  to  deteft  them  ;  and  to  the  En^ifii  comriirflienew 
a  rudeand  remote  imitation  mi^t  be  lufficicnt,  fincc 
diey  were  not  ftiewn  as  judidal  proofs ;  and  why  they 
were'  not  fhcwn  as  proofs,  no  other  rcafbn  can  be  giviSi 
than  they  muft  have  then  been  exammed,  and  that  cOr' 
rfihiation  wcratd  have  dctcfted'thc  forgery.     , 
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Thcfe  fcnersi  thus  timoroully  and  fa^icioufly  com- 
municated, were  all  tlie  evidence  againft  Mary ;  fcr  iJifc 
kmnts  c^  BotbttK^  esreexitedforthemorderof  thekW, 
acquitted  the  queen  it  the  hour  of  deat^  Thele  letters 
vere  fo  necelTary  to  Murray,  that  he  alledges  theffl  &s 
the  reafon  of  the  queen's  Smprifonment,  diough  he  im- 
prifoned  her  on  the  i6th,  and  preteridtd  not  to  havft 
intercepted  the  lettera  before  the  20th  of  JSwif.  ' 

Of  di«ft  letters,  on  which  the  fate  ftf  princes  and 
kingdoms  was  ra^)ended>  die  aathorky  fhoold  have  been 
put  out  of  doubt  i  yet  that  foch  letten  were  ever  ftnind; 
diere  is  no  witnefs  but  Mbrtm,  v^o  accufed  die  queen, 
and  Crawfurdy  a  dependent  on  Lemtox^  another  of  her 
accuftrs.  HalgJeiPj  Ac  bearer,  was  hanged  without  any 
interrogamries  concenung  them  j  and  Hulet,  mendoned 
in  them,  though  then  tn  prifon,  was  never  called  to  au- 
thenticate them,  nor  was  his  confeflion  produced  agunlt 
Mary  till  death  had  left  him  no  power  to  dilbwn  it. 

Elizahttb,  indeed,  was  eafily  fatisfied;  fhe  declared 
herfelf  ready  to  receive  the  proofs  againft  Mary,  and 
abfolutely  refbfed  Mary  the  liberty  of  confronring  her 
accufersj  and  making  her  defence.  Before  fuch  a  judge> 
a  very  litdc  proof  would  be  fu/Ecient.  She  gave  die 
accufers  of  Mary  leave  to  go  to  Seetland,  and  the  box 
and  letters  were  feen  no  more.  They  have  been  fuice 
loft,  and  the  difcovery,  which  comparifon  of  writing 
might  have  made,  is  now  no  longer  polTible.  Hume  has, 
however,  endeavoured  to  palKate  the  cotidutft  of£Mza- 
betb,  but  bis  account,  &ys  our  author,  is  cmtraMSid  al' 
moji  in  every  Jentmct  by  tbe  ruordi^  wHcb,_  it  a;^ars,  he 
has  bim/elf  fert^. 

In 
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In  die  next  partt  the  authemicit^  o£  the  letters  is 
cacunined ;  and  it  feeim  to  be  proved  beyond  contra- 
diftiotik  that  the  F^cb  letters  ft^ipofed  to  hzve  been 
written  by  AUryy  arc  tranflaKd  fibm  the  Scotch  copy, 
ttid,  if  originals,  which  it  was  fb  much  the  intercft  of 
ludi  numbers  to  prefervCj  are  wanting,  it  is  much 
more  likely  that  they  never  exiflxd,  dian  that  they  hare 
been  loft. 

The  argument  ufcd  by  Dr.  Rohertjai,  to  prove  Ac 
geouinenefs  of  the  letters,  are  next  examined.  RobertJoH 
makes  ufe  principally  of  what  he  calls  the  iiiUrmU  evi- 
denctt  which,  amounting  at  moft  «>  conjc&ure,  is  <^- 
pofed  by  conjefture  equally  probable. 

In  examining  the  confeffion  of  Nicholas  thiherty  or 
French  P^s^  this  new  apol(^^  of  Mary  teems  to  gain 
ground  upon  her  accufer.  Paris  is  mentioned  in  the 
letters,  as  the  bearer  of  them  to  BotbweUi  when  the  r^ 
of  BethweU's  fcrvants  were  executed,  clearing  the  queen 
in  the  laft  moment,  Paris,  inftead  of  fufftring  his  trial 
with  the  reft  Vi  Edinburgh,  was  conveyed  to  St.  Andrews, 
where  Murray  was  abfolute,  put  into  a  dungeon  of 
Mieraf%  ciudel,  and  two  yean  after  condemned  by 
JWwTjy  himfelf  nobody  knew  how.  Several  months 
after  his  death,  a  confefEon  in  lus  name,  without  the 
regular  teitifications,  was  lent  to  Cecil,  at  what  exa^t  time 
nobody  can  tell. 

Of  this  confeffion,  Z.^,  bifhop  of  iZg/i,  openly,  denied 
die  genuinenefs,  in  a  book,  printed  at  London,  and  fup- 
prefled.  by  EUzaheth ;  and  another  hiftorian  of  that  time 
declares,  that  Paris  died  without  any  confelHon :  and' 
the  confeHioo  icfelf  was  never  [hewn  to  Mary^  or  to 
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Mary's  commiOioners.     The   author  makes  thi^  re- 
fteadon: 

"  From  the  violent  prefumptiorts  that  arife  from  their 
carrying  this  poor  ignorafit  ftranger  from  Edinburgh,  the 
ordinary  feat  of  juftice  -,  thdr  keeping  him  hid  from  all 
the  world,  in  a  remote  dungeon,  and  not  producing  liim 
wkh  their  other  evidences,  fo  as  he  might  have  been 
publicly  queftioncd ;  the  pofitive  and  direft  teftinlony 
of  the  author  of  Crawfuri's  manufcript,  then  living, 
and  on  the  fpot  at  the  time  j  with  the  public  aflirmation 
of  the  biihop  of  Rojs  at  the  time  of  Paris's  death,  that 
he  had  vindicated  the  queen  with  his  dying  breath ;  the 
behaviour  of  Murray,  Morten,  Buchanan,  and  even  of 
ifey,  the  attcfter  of  this  pretended  confcffron,  on  that 
occafion ;  their  clofe  and  referved  filencc  at  the  time 
when  they  muft  have  had  this  confeflion  of  Paris  in  their 
pocket  J  and  their  publifhing  every  other  circumftance 
that  could  tend  to  blacken  the  queen,  and  yet  omitting 
this  confeflion,  the  only  dircft  evidence  of  her  fuppofed 
guilt;  all  this  duly  and  difpalTionately  confidered,  { 
think,  one  may  fafely  conclude,  that  it  was  judged  not 
fit  to  expofe  fo  foon  to  light  this  piece  of  evidence 
againft  the  queen ;  which  a  cloud  of  witneffes,  living, 
and  prefent  at  Paris'^  execution,  would  furely  have  given 
clear  tcftimony  ag^nft,  as  a  notorious  impofture," 

Mr.  Hume,  indeed,  obferves,  "  It  is  in  vain  at  prefent 
to  feek  for  improbabilities  in  Ntcbalas  Hubert's  dying 
confeflion,  and  to  magnify  the  fmallefi;  difficulties  into 
a  contradiction.  It  was  certainly  a  regular  jutHcial  paper, 
given  in  regularly  and  judicially,  and  ought  to  have 
been  canvaf&d  ac  the  time,  if  the  perfons,  whom  it  con- 
Z  ■    cemed. 
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ccrned,  had  been  affured  of  their  innocmce." — To 
which  our  author  makes  a  reply,  which  cannot  be  fhort- 
ened  without  weakening  it : 

*'  Upon,  what  does  this  author  ground  his  fencencc  ? 
Upon  two  very  plain  reafons,  firfi^  That  the  confeflion 
was  a  judicial  one,  that  is,  taken  in  prefence,  or  by  au- 
thority of  a  judge.  A.nA  fecondfyy  That  it  was  regularly 
and  judicially  given  in ;  that  muft  be  underftood  during 
the  time  of  the  conferences  before  queen  Elteabetb  and 
her  council)  in  prefence  of  Mary'%  commiflioners ;  at 
which  time  (he  ought  to  have  canvafled  it,  lays  our 
author,  if  Ihc  knew  her  innocence. 

That  it  was  not  a  judicial  confeflion,  is  evident :  the 
paper  itfelf  does  not  bear  any  fuch  mark ;  nor  does  it 
mention  that  it  was  taken  in  prefence  of  any  perfon,  or 
by  any  authority  whattbever ;  Mid,  by  comparing  it  with 
die  judicial  examinations  oi  Dalgleijhj  Ht^,  and  Hephunt, 
it  is  apparent,  that  it  is  deftitute  of  every  formality 
requifite  in  a  judicial  evidence.  In  what  dark  comer, 
then,  this  ftrangc  produftion  was  generated,  our  author 
may  endeavour  to  find  out,  if  he  can. 

As  to  his  fecond  afiertion,  that  it  was  regularly  and 
judicially  given  in,  and  therefore  ought  to  have  been 
canvafied  by  Mary  during  the  conferences,  we  have  al- 
ready feen  that  this  likewife  is  not  faift :  the  conferences 
broke  up  in  February  1569:  Nicholas  Hubert  was  not 
hanged  till  Augufi  diereafter,  and  his  dykig  confeflion, 
as  Mr.  Hitme  calls  it,  is  only  dated  dir  lOth  q(  that 
month.  How  then  can  this  gentleman  gravely  tell  us, 
that  this  confeflwn  was  judicially  given  in,  and  ou^t 
to  have  been  at  rfiat  very  time  canvaffed  by  queen  Mary 
4  and 
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and  her  commilTioners  ?  Such  pofiQv^  aOerdonSj  ap- 
parendy  contrary  to  fa£t,  are  unworthy  the  character  of 
an  hiftorian,  and  may  very  juftly  render  his  decifion, 
with  refpeft  to  evidences  of  a  higher  nature,  very  dubious. 
In  antwer  then  to  Mr.  Hone:  As  the  queen's  accufers 
did  not  chufe  to  produce  this  material  witnefs}  Parist 
whom  they  had  alive,  and  in  their  hinds,  nor  any  de- 
claration or  confellion  from  him  at  the  critic^  and  proper 
rime  for  having  it  canvaifcd  by  the  queen,  I  apprehend 
our  author's  conclufion  may  fairly  be  ufed  againft  him- 
felf ;  that  it  is  in  vain  at  prefent  to  fupport  the  improba- 
bilities and  abfurdities  in  a  confeflion,  taken  in  a  clan- 
delHne  way,  no  body  knows  how ;  and  produced  after 
Paris'^  death,  by  no  body  knows  whom  j  aid  from  every 
appearance  deftitute  of  every  formality  requifite  and 
common  to  fucb  fort  of  evidence :  for  thefe  reafons,  I 
am  under  no  fort  of  hefitarion  to  give  fentence  agsunfl: 
Nicholas  Hui>ert^&  cOnfcfllon,  as  a  grols  impi^hire  and 
forgery." 

The  ftate  of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  letters  is 
this : 

Merlon  afHrms  that  they  were  taken  in  die  hands  of 
Dalgleifl}.  The  examination  of  Z)fl4r/«)i&  is  ftill  extan^ 
and  he  appears  never  to  have  been  onCe  interrogated 
concerning  the  letters. 

Morten  and  Mwrraj  affirm  that  they  were  written  by 
the  queen's  hand  ■■,  they  were  carefully  concealed  from 
Mary  and  her  commifTioners,  and  were  never  collated 
by  one  man,  who  could  dcfire  to  diiprove  them. 

Several  of  the  incidents  mentioned  in  the  letters  are 

confirmed  by  the  oath  of  Crarjjfurd,  one  of  Lemiex'i 
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defendants,  and  foine  of  the  incidents  are  fo  minute,  a3 
that  they  could  fcarcely  be  tlioiight  on  by  a  forger. 
Cra'ufurd'i  teftiniony  is  not  without  fufpicion.  V/ho- 
ever  praftices  forgery,  endeavours  to  make  truth  the 
vehicle  of  falfhood.  Of  a  prince's  life  very  minute  in- 
cidents are  known ;  and  if  any  are  too  flight  to  be  re- 
marked, they  may  be  fafely  feigned,  for  they  are  like- 
wife  too  flight  to  be  contradifted.  But  there  are  ftill 
more  reafons  for  doubting  the  genuinenefs  of  thefc  let* 
ters.  They  had  no  date  of  time  or  place,  no  feal,  no 
diredion,  no  fupcrfcription. 

The  only  evidences  that  could  prove  their  authen- 
ticity were  Dalgleijb  and  Paris,  of  which  Dalgleijh,  at  his 
trial,  was  never  queftioned  about  them  ;  Paris  was  never 
publicly  tried,  though  he  was  kept  alive  through  the 
time  of  the  conference. 

The  fervants  of  Bofhzvell,  who  were  put  to  death  for 
the  king's  murder,  cleared  Mary  with  their  lafl:  words. 

The  letters  were  firft  declared  to  be  fubfcribed,  and 
were  then  produced  without  fubfcription. 

They  were  Ihewn  during  the  conferences  at  Tori  pri- 
vately to  the  Englijh  commifTioners,  but  were  concealed 
from  t!ie  commilTioners  of  Mary. 

Maiy  always  folicited  the  pcrufal  of  tbefe  letters,  and 
was  always  denied  it. 

She  demanded  to  be  heard  in  perfon  by  Etiz^heth,  be- 
fore the  nobler  of  England,  and  the  ambafl&dors  of  other 
prince*,  and  was  refufed. 

When  Mary  perfifted  in  demanding  copies  of  the 
letters,  her  commiffioners  were  difmifled  with  their  box 
to  Scotland,  and  the  letters  were  fcen  no  more. 

The 
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The  French  letters,  which  for  almoft  two  centuries 
have  been  confidered  as  originals,  by  the  enemies  of 
MaTy'%  memory,  are  now  difcovered  to  be  forgeries, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  tranflations,  and  perhaps  French 
tranflations  of  k  Latin  cranHation.  And  the  modern 
accufers  of  Mary  arc  forced  to  infer  from  thefe  letters, 
which  now  exift,  that  other  letters  exifted  formerly, 
which  have  been  loft  in  fpite  of  curiofity,  malice,  and 
intereft. 

The  reft  of  this  treatife  is  employed  in  an  endeavour 
to  prove,  that  Mary's  accufers  itere  the  murderers  of 
Damley ;  through  this  enquiry  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
follow  him ;  only  let  it  be  obferved,  that,  if  thefe  letters 
were  forged  by  them,  they  may  eatily  be  thought  capa- 
ble of  other  crimes.  That  the  letters  were  forged,  is 
now  made  fo  probable,  that  perhaps  they  will  never  more 
^e  cited  as  teftimonies, 
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/ 

O  N     T  H  E 

CORONATION 

Of  his  prpfcnt  M  A  j  B  s  t  T 

King    GEORGE    the   Third; 


Reafons  offered  againft  confining  the  Proceffion  to  the 
uTual  Track,  and  pointing  out  others  more  commo- 
dious and  proper. 

Tq  wbich  ire  prcGxed, 

A  Plan  oF  the  difierent  Paths  recommended,  with  ibe  Part^ 
adjacent,  and  a  Sketch  of  the  Proceffion. 

Moil  humbly  fubmitted  to  Conlideration. 

fiift  printed  in  the  Year  m  dcc  lxi. 
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ON     THE 

CORONATION,      &c. 

AL  L  pomp  is  inftituted  for  the  fake  of  the  public, 
A  ihew  without  fpedators  can  no  longer  be  a 
ihew.  Magnificence  in  obfcurity  is  equally  vain  wth  a 
Jun-dial  in  the  grave. 

■  As  the  wifdoni  of  our  anceftors  lias  appointed  a  very 
fplendid  and  ceremonious  inauguration  of  our  kings, 
their  intention  was,  that  they  fhould  receive  their  crown 
with  fuch  awful  ritps,  as  mig^t  for  ever  imprcfs  upon 
ihem  a  due  fenfe  of  the  duties  which  they  were  to  take, 
wjjen  the  h^pinefs  of  nations  is  put  into  their  hands } 
and  that  the  people,  <as  lAany  as  can  polBbly  be  wit- 
nefles  to  any  fingle  aft,  Ihould  openly  acknowledge  their 
fovcreign  by  univerfal  homage. 

By  the  late  method  of  condufUng  the  coronation,  all 
thefe_  purpofes  have  been  defeated.  Our  kings,  with 
their  trmn,  have  crept  to  the  temple  through  obfcurc 
paffagcs  J  and  the  crown  has  been  worn  out  of  fight  of 
the  people.  Of  the  multitudes,  whom  loyalty  or  cu- 
riofity  brought  togetherj  the  greater  part  has  returned 

with- 
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■without  a  fingle  glimpfc  of  their  prince's  grandeur,  and 
the  day  that  opened  with  feftivity  ended  in'  difcontcnt. 

This  evil  has  proceeded  from  the  narrownefs  and 
fhortnefe  of  die  way  through  which  the  procefllon  has 
lately  pafled.  As  it  is  narrow,  it  admits  of  veiy  few 
fpcftators ;  as  it  is  fliort,  it  is  foon  paffed.  The  firft 
part  of  the  train  reaches  the  abbey  before  the  whole  has 
left  the  palace ;  and  the  nobility  of  England,  in  tlwir 
robes  of  ftate,  difplay  their  riches  only  to  themfeives. 

All  this  inconvenience  may  be  ealily  avoided  by  chufing 
a  wider  and  longer  courfe,  which  may  be  again  enlarged 
and  varied  by  going  one  way,  and  returning  another. 
This  is  not  without  a  precedent ;  for,  not  to  enquire 
into  the  praftice  of  remoter  princes,  the  proceffion  of 
Charles  the  Second's  Coronadon  ifiued  from  the  fWfr, 
and  paffed  through  the  whgle  length  of  the  city  to 
mitebaU  • 

The 

'  The  king  went  early  In  the  momiag  to  the  Tov;ir  of  Ltnitu 
in  hii  coach,  mod  of  the  lords  being  there  before.  And  aboot  tea 
of  the  clock  the;  fet  forwlard  towards  Whitthall,  ranged  in  that 
order  ai  the  heraldt  had  ap{>oioted  ;  thole  of  the  long  robe,  the 
king's  council  at  law,  the  mafters  of  the  chancery,  and  judges, 
going  firft,  and  fo  the  lord)  in  their  order,  very  fpleadidly  habited, 
on  rich  footcloths ;  the  narober  of  their  footmen  being  limited,  to 
the  dnkes  ten,  to  the  lords  eight,  and  to  the  vifcounii  fix,  and  the 
barons  four,  all  richly  clad,  as  their  other  fervants  were.  Tbo 
whole  fliow  was  the  moft  gloriooi  in  the  order  and  expence,  that 
faod  been  ever  feen  in  England ;  they  who  rode  ftrfi  being  in  Fktt- 
ftrtet  when  the  king  ifliied  oat  of  the  Taiioer,  as  was  known  by  the 
difcharge  of  the  ordnance :  and  it  was  near  three  of  the  clock  ii| 
the  afternoon,  when  the  king  alighted  at  iVbittb^h  The  nexf 
IDoming  the  king  rode  in  the  fame  ftate  in  his  robes,  and  with  hia 
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The  path  in  the  late  coronations  has  been  only  from 
JVefim'mfter-hall,  along  Neag  Palace-yard,  bto  Umon-fireety 
through  the  extreme  end  of  King'fireet,  and  to  the  jH- 
bej  door,  by  the  way  of  St.  Margaret*^  church-yard. 

The  paths  which  I  propofe  the  pFoceflion  to  pals 
through,  arc, 

I.  From  St.  James'&  palace,  along  Pall-MaU  and 
Charing-Crefs,  by  IVbite-ball,  through  Pto'liament-ftrett, 
down  Bridge-ftretty  into  King-firuty  round  St.  Marga->. 
ret'i  church-yard,  and  from  thence  into  the  Abbey. 

II.  From  St.  James's  palace  a-crols  the  canal,  into 
the  Bird-cage-waii,  from  thence  into  Greai  George-flrett, 
then  turning  down  Img-ditcb,  (the  Gate-bouff  previoufly 

■  to  be  taken  down)  proceed  to  the  Abbey.     Or, 

III.  Continuing  the  courfe  along  George-ftreet^  into 
Khtg-fireett  and  by  the  way  of  St.  Margaret's  church- 
yard, to  pafs  into  the  weft  door  of  the  Ahb^. 

cnnra  on  hia  head,  and  all  the  lords  in  their  robes,  to  Wtflminfitt- 
Midi;  where  all  the  enfigas  ibr  the  coioiiatioa  were  delivered  to 
thofe  who  were  appointed  to  carry  them,  the  carl  of  Utrth%mhirUiid 
bdng  made  high  conftable,  and  the  earl  of  Suffolk  earl  marfhal.  for 
the  day.  And  then  all  the  lords  in  their  order,  and  the  king  him- 
felf,  walked  on  Akk,  upon  bine  cloth,  from  Wifimiufmr-U^U  tq 
the  Mb^  Churfh,  where,  after  a  feraon  preached  by  Dr.  MirUf, 
(then  bifliop  of  Warttfttr)  in  Uturj  th*  Srvmh't  Cbapil,  the  king 
wa«  fworn,  crowned  and  anointed,  by  Dr.  Jmctm,  archbilhop  of 
Canierimy,  with  all  the  folemnity  that  in  thofe  cafes  had  been  afcd. 
All  which  being  done,  the  king  Ktnrned  in  the  fame  mtliner  on 
foot  to  ifeftmin/ltr-H^l,  which  wu  adordfed  with  rich  hangagi 
and  llataes ;  and  there  th«  Icing  dined,  and  the  lordi  on  either  fide 
at  tabln  provided  for  them :  and  all  other  ceremonies  were  per- 
fbtmed  with  great  order  and  msgnificeQCe. 

Lift  if  ItftI  Clarendon,  f.  187. 
IV. 
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IV.  From  St.  James's  palace,  the  ufual  way  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  pafles  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  far  as  to  the  pa- 
rade, when,'  leaving  the  horfe-guards  on  the  left,  pro- 
ceed along  the  park,  up  to  Great  Ceargt-firett.,  and  pals 
to  the  Mhej  in  either  of  the  tracks  laft  mentioned. 

V.  From  Weflminfter  HaU  into  Parliament-Jireet,  dowa 
Bridge-ftreet,  along  Great  George-ftreet,  through  Long 
Ditch,  (the  Gaie-houje,  as  before  obferved,  to  be  taken 
down)  and  fo  on  to  the  weft  door  of  the  Jbhey. 

,VI.  Ytotci  fVhiteball  M^  Parliament 'ftreet,Ao'wnBridge- 
ftreett  into  King-Jh-eet,  round  St.  Margaret's  church- 
yard, proceed  into  the  Alfiey.  • 

Vn.  From  the  Houfe  of  Liords  along  St.  Margaret's^ 
Jtreet,  a-crofs  New  Palace-yard,  into  Parliament -Jireet^ 
and  from  dience  to  the  Abbey  by  die  way  laft  mentioned. 
But  if,  on  no  account,  the  path  muft  be  extended  to 
any  of  the  lengths  here  recwnmended,  I  could  wifh, 
rather  than  fee  the  proceffion  confined  to  the  old  way, 
that  it  fhould  pafs, 

VIII.  From  JVejlmnJler-HaU  along  Palace-yard,  into 
Parliament-fireet,  and  condnued  in  the  laft  mendoned 
path,  viz.  through  Bridge-ftreet,  King-ftreet,  and  round 
ithe  church-yard,  to  the  weft  door  of  die  cathedra!. 

IX.  The  return  from  the  jibbey,  in  either  cafe,  to  be 
as  ufual,  viz.  round  St.  Margaret's  church-yard,  into 
'Khig-Jireety  through  IMon-ftreet,  along  New  Palace-yard, 
and  fo  into  fFeJhninfter-b^. 

It  is  almoft  indiflfcrent  which  of  the  fix  firft  ways  now 
propofed  be  taken  ;  but  there  is  a  ftronger  reafon  than 
mere  convenience  for  changing  the  common  courfe. 
Some  of  the  ftreets  in  the  old  crack  are  fo  ruinous,  that 

there 
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there  is  danger  left  the  houfes,  loaded  as  they  will  be 
with  people,  all  preffing  forward  in  the  fame  diredBon, 
fliould  fall  down  upon  the  proccflion.  The  kaft  evil 
that  can  be  exped:ed  is,  that  in  fo  clofe  a  crowd,'  fome 
will  be  trampled  upon,  and  others  fmothered ;  and  furely 
a  pomp  that  cofts  a  fingle  life  is  too  dearly  bought. 
The  new  ftrcets,  as  they  are  more  extenfive,  will  afford 
place  to  greater  numbers,  with  lefe  danger. 

In  this  propofal  I  do  not  forefee  any  objeSion  that 
can  reafonably  be  made.  That  a  bngcr  niarch  wjll  re- 
quire more  tinie,  is  not  to  be  mentioned,  as  implying 
any  defeft  in  a  fcheme  of  which  the  whole  purpofe  is  to 
lengthen  the  march  and  prolraft  the  rime.  The  longeft 
courfe  which  1  have  propofed  is  not  equal  to  an  hour's 
walk  in  the  Park.  The  labour  is  not_fuch,  as  that  the 
king  fliould  refufe  it  to  his  people,  or  the  nobility  grudge 
it  to  the  king.  Queen  June  went  from  the  palace  through 
the  Park  to  the  Hall,  on  the  day  of  her  coronation ;  and 
when  old  and  infirm,  ufed  to  pafs  on  folemn  thankf- 
eivings  from  the  pajace  to  St.  Paul's  church  ■.      " 

Pm 

*  In  order  to  conivjr  to  the  reader  fome  idea  how  highly  parade 
and  magnificence  were  eftimated  hj  our  anceHori,  oq  thefe  folemn 
occalions,  I  fhall  take  notice  of  the  manner  of  condufttng  lady  jfxwt 
Belfjn  from  Greenivict,  ptevloas  to  her  coronation,  as  it  is  recited 
by  S/B10. 

King  flatrj  VIII.  (fayt  that  hiSorian)  having  divorced  qneen  C4- 
tbiriiit,  and  married  Jim>  B»Ujn,  or  BtUiat,  who  was  delcended 
from  Gadfrcj  BeUixe,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Ltndon,  and  intending 
her  coronation,  fent  toorder  theLordMayor,  notonly  to  malceall 
the  preparations  neccflary  for  conducing  his  royal  confort  frum 
Crtamieh,  by  water,  to  the  foww  of  Ltndtn,  but  \a  adorn  che  city 

afier 


:ectv  Google 


C  O  R  O  N  A  T  1  O  K-  349 

Part  of  my  fcheme  fuppofes  the  demolition  of  the 
Gate-bouje^  a  building  fo  ofFenfive,  that,  without  any  oc- 
cafional  reafon,  it  ought  to  be  pulled  down,  for  it  dif- 
graces  the  prefent  magnificence  of  the  capital,  and  is  a 
continual  nuifance  to  neighbours  and  paffengers. 

A  longer 

arier  the  moft  magnificent  manner,  for  her  paflage  throngli  it  t<t 
.  VTifiminfirr. 

In  obedience  to  the  royal  precept,  the  mayor  and  common-coun- 
cil not  only  ordered  the  company  of  HaierJafitri,  of  which  thtf 
lord  mayor  was  a  member,  to  prepare  a  magnificent  ftate  bvge ) 
bat  enjoined  all  the  ciiy  corporationi  to  provide  themfelres  witb 
barget,  and  to  adorn  them  in  the  moft  fuperb  manner,  and  efpeu* 
ally,  to  have  them  fopplied  with  good  bands  of  mulic. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  the  time  prefixed  for  this  pompom  procer> 
fion  by  water,  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons,  aifembled  at 
St.  Mary-bill ;  the  mayor  and  aldermen  in  fcarlet,  with  gold  chains, 
and  thofe  who  were  knights,  with  the  collars  of  SS.  At  one  they 
went  on  board  the  city  barge  %x.BilUngfgttti,  which  was  moft  mag* 
nilicently  decorated,  and  attended  by  fifty  noble  birges,  belonging 
to  the  feveral  companiei  of  the  city,  with  each  iti  own  corporation 
on  board;  and,  for  the  better  regulation  of  this  proccflion,  itwoa 
ordered,  that  each  barge  fliould  keep  twice  their  lengths  afunder. 

Thus  regnlated,  the  city  barge  was  preceded  by  anotjier  mount- 
ed with  ordnance,  and  the  figures  of  dragons,  and  other  monftert, 
inceflantly  emitting  fire  and  fmoke,  with  mach  noife.  Then  the 
city  barge,  attended  on  the  right  by  the  Haherdafiitri  ftate  barge, 
called  tVt  Be(btl»ri,  which  was  covered  with  gold  brocade,  and 
adorned  with  fails  of  filk,  with  two  rich  ftandards  of  the  Icing'a  and 
queen's  arms  at  her  head  and  ftero,  befidea  a  variety  of  flagt  and 
Areamen,  containing  the  arms  of  that  company,  and  thofe  of  the 
merchant  adventurers;  befides  which,  the  fhronds  and  ratlines 
were  hung  with  a  number  of  fmall  bells :  on  the  left  was  a  barge 
that  contained  a  very  beautiful  mount,  on  which  ftood  a  white  fal- 
con crowned,  perched  upon  a  golden  ftump  enriched  with  rofes, 
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A  longer  courfe  of  fcaffolding  is  doubtlels  nKW«  «- 
penfivc  than  a  fhorter ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is 
now  paft,  when  any  defign  was  received  or  rejeded  ac- 
cording to  the  money  diat  it  would  coft.  Magnificence 
cannot  be  cheapj  for  what  is  cheap  cannot  be  magni- 
ficent. 

bfing  the  queen't  emblem  ;  and  rognd  the  moant  fat  Ctvtrai  beaa- 
tifol  virgins,  finging,  and  pUying  upaa  inflrnfflents.  Tbe  otber 
barges  followed  in  legutu  aider,  till  ihey  came  below  Grtemoicb. 
On  their  retnro  the  proceffion  began  with  xku  barge  which  was  be- 
fore the  lift,  in  which  were  mayor's  and  Iherif  t  officers,  and  thii 
was  followed  by  thofe  of  the  ioferior  companies,  afcending  to  the 
lord  mayor's,  which  immediately  preceded  that  of  the  queen,  who 
was  attended  by  the  BMhtlari  or  ftate  barge,  with  the  magni^cence 
of  which  her  majefiy  was  mnch  delighted ;  and  being  arrived  at 
the  Te-wir,  Ihe  retnmed  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  thanks,  fot 
the  pomp  with  which  be  had  been  condaOed  thither. 

Two  days  after,  the  lord  mayor,  in  a  gown  of  criitilon  velvet, 
and  a  rich  collar  of  i>S,  attended  by  the  Iheriifs,  and  two  domoAic* 
in  red  and  white  damalk,  went  to  receive  the  ^ueea  at  the  TVuw 
of  howdan,  whence  the  flietiifs  retorned  to  fee  that  every  thing  wu 
in  order.  The  ftreets  were  jnlt  before,  new  gravelled  from  the 
TmiuT  to  TtmplfBar,  and  railed  in  on  each  fide,  to  the  intent  that 
thehorfei  fhould  not  Aide  on  the  pavement,  nor  the  people  be  hurt 
by  the  horfes  [  within  the  rails  near  Grttt-thtreb,  ftood  a  body  of 
Aaftatu  merchants,  and  next  to  them  the  feveral  corporations  of 
the  ciiy,  in  their  formalities,  reaching  to  the  aldermens  Aation  at 
the  upper  cod  of  Cb*affidt.  On  the  oppofiie  lide  were  placed  the 
city  conftablei  drclTed  in  filk  and  velvet,  with  fiaffs  in  ihnr  hands, 
to  prevent  the  breaking  in  (tf  the  mob,  or  any  other  diftnrbnnce. 
On  this  occafton,  Gractehhrch-^rut  and  Ctrnbiil  were  hang  with' 
crimfon  and  fcarlet  cloth,  and  the  fides  of  the  houfesof  aplace  theit 
called  Gtid/miibt^iwi,  in  Chtapfidt,  were  adorned  with  gold  bro^ 
cadet,  velvet,  and  rich  tapcOry. 

The 
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ficent.    The  money  that  b  fo  fpetit,  is  fpent  at  home,  , 
and  the  king  will  receive  again  what  he  lays  out  on  the 
pieafure  of  his  people.    Nor  is  it  to  be  omitted,  that 
if  the  coft  be  confidered  as  expended  by  the  public, 

much 

The  proceiCon  began  from  the  Ttvotr  with  twelve  of  the  FrtMtb 
ambaiTuliir's  domeftics  ia  blue  velvet,  the  trappings  of  their  horiet- 
b«ing  blae  farTnet,  inierfperfed  with  white  crolTea  s  after  whom 
marched  thofe  of  the  equeftrian  order,  two  and  two,  followed  by 
judges  in  their  robes,  iwo  and  two  ;  then  came  the  koighti  of  the 
fiaih  in  violet  gowns,  purfled  with  menever.  Next  came  the  ab- 
bots, baron;,  bifhops,  earls  and  marquifes,  in  their  robei,  two  and 
two.  Then  the  lord  chancellor,  followed  by  the  Vtnaian  ambaf- 
lador  and  the  archbifliop  of  Terk ;  next  the  Fmeh  ambaflador  and 
the  archbilhop  of  CaHierbmry,  followed  by  two  gendemen  reprc- 
lenting  the  dulces  of  Ntmuntfy  and  JquitaiM ;  after  whom  rode  the 
lord  mayor  of  LmdtH  with  his  mace,  and  Garter  in  his  coat  of 
arms ;  then  the  duke  of  S^gklk,  lord  high  fteward,  followed  by  the 
deputy  marfhal  of  England,  and  all  the  other  officers  of  Sate  in 
their  robes,  carrying  the  fymbols  of  (heir  feverat  offices :  (hen 
othcn  of  the  nobility  in  crimfon  velvet,  and  all  the  queen's  oScert 
in  fcarlet,  followed  by  her  chancellor  uncovered,  who  iiD  mediately 
preceded  his  miftrefs. 

The  qaeen  was  dreffed  in  ftlver  brocade,  wiih  a  mantle  of  the 
lame  furred  with  ermine ;  her  hair  was  dilhevelled,  and  Ibe  wore  a 
chaplet  upon  her  head  fet  with  jewels  of  ineftimable  value.  She 
fat  in  a  litter  covered  with  filler  tiff'ae,  and  carried  by  two  beav- 
tifal  pads  doathed  in  white  damalfc,  and  led  by  her  footmen.  Over 
the  litter  was  carried  a  canopy  of  cloth  of  gold,  with  a  (ilver  bell 
«t  each  corner,  fupported  by  fixteen  knights  alternately,  by  fbnr 
at  a  time. 

After  her  majefty  came  her  chamberlain,  followed  by  her  mafier 
of  horfe,  leading  a  beautiful  pad,  with  a  fide-faddle  and  trappings 
of  filver  tilTue.  Next  came  feven  ladies  in  crimfon  velvet,  faced 
wich  gold  brocade,  mounted  on  beautiful  horfes  with  gold  trappings. 

Thea 
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much  more  will  be  faved  than  loft ;  fiir  the  cxceCBVc 
prices  at  which  windows  and  tops  of  houfes  are  now  let, 
will  be  abated,  not  only  greater  numbers  will  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  Ihew,  but  each  will  come  at  a  cheaper  r«e. 

Some 

Thni  followed  twa  chariots  covered  with  cloth  of  gold,  in  the  Grft 
of  which  were  the  ducheli  of  Narfalk  and  the  marchionefs  of  Dwfii, 
and  i»  the  fecond  foor  ladiei  in  critnfon  velvet ;  then  followed 
level)  Udiei  dre^ed  in  the  fame  manner,  on  horfeback,  with  m^- 
ntlicent  trappings,  followed  by  another  chariot  all  in  white,  with 
fix  ladies  in  crimfon  velvet;  thii  was  fbllotved  by  another  all  in 
red,  with  eight  ladies  in  the,  fame  drcis  with  the  former :  next 
came  ihiny  gentlewomen,  attendant!  to  the  ladies  of  hononr; 
they  were  on  horfeback,  drefTed  in  filks  and  velvet;  and  the  ca- 
valcade was  clofed  by  the  horfe  guards. 

This  pompous  procclEon  being  arrived  ia  Tmthtrth-firttl,  the 
the  queen  iloppcd  at  a  beautiful  pageant,  crowded  with  children  in 
racicaDtflc  habits ;  who  congra[ula[ed  her  majefty  upon  the  joyfiil 
occalJon  of  her  happy  arrival  in  the  city. 

Thence  fhe  proceeded  to  Graeteho'cbconKT,  where  was  created 
ft  very  magnificent  pageant,  at  the  expence  of  the  company  ofJm- 
Jiaiie  merchants,  in  which  was  reprefented  mount  Pameffiu,  with 
the  fountain  of  HtlUau,  of  white  marble,  out  of  which  arofe  fbar 
IJM-tngs  about  four  feet  high,  centering  at  the  top  in  a  fmatl  globe, 
from  whence  ilTaed  plenty  of  Rhtnifi^  wine  till  night.  On  the  moont 
i^tAptiU.M.  his  feet  was  CailUfi,  and  beneath  were  theieftofthe 
Mufesr  furrouadiog  the  mount,  and  playing  upon  a  variety  of  ma- 
Heal  inltrumenls,  at  whofe  feel  were  infcribed  fereral  epigrams 
fuited  10  the  occafion,  in  letters  of  gold. 

Her  majeHy  then  proceeded  to  LiaJtabali,  wheif  flood  a  pageant, 
reprefenting  a  hill  encompalli;d  with  red  and  white  rofc.R ;  and  above 
it  was  a  gtdden  Hump,  upoo  which  a  white  falcon,  defcendiag 
from  above,  peiched,  and  was  quickly  followed  by  an  angel,  who- 
pnt  a  crown  of  gold  upon  his  head.  A  little  lower  on  the  hillock 
fat  St.  jtaait  fonjiunded  by  her  progeny,  one  of  whow  made  an 

oration. 
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Some  regulations  are  neceflary,  whatever  track  be 
chofen.  The  ka&M  ought  to  be  raifcd  at  leafi:  four 
feet>  with  rails  high  enough  to  fiipport  the  ftanders>  and 
yet  to  low  as  not  to  hinder  the  view. 

It 

oration,  in  which  «U  >  wilh  thit  !ker  majeftf  might  piweex' 
tremeljr  prolific. 

The  proceffioD  then  advanced  to  the  conduit  in  CombiU;  whert 
the  gracei  Jat  enthroned,  with  «  fountain  beiore  theiil,  inceHantly 
difcharging  wine;  and  underneath,  a  poet,  who  defcribed  the 
qualitiet  peculiar  to  each  of  thefc  amiable  deidei,  and  prefented 
the  quecD  with  their  feveral  gifii. 

The  CAnlcade  thence  proceeded  to  a  gieu  condait  that  flood 
oppofite  CO  Jtf/r«rf-^a// in  CiM^</fi  and,  upon  that  occafion,  wat 
painted  with  a  variety  of  omblemt,  and  during  the  folemnitjr  and 
remaining  part  of  the  day,  ran  with  different  Ibm  of  winct  fer  thft 
entertainment  of  the  populace. 

At  the  end  of  Wmd-firui,  the  ftindard  there  was  tinely  embe]. 
lilhed  with  royai  portraitarei  and  a  number  of  flags,  on  which  were 
painted  coatt  of  arms  and  trophies,  iwd  above  was  t  CobciCrt  of  vo- 
cal and  inftrumental  mafic. 

At  the  upper  end  of  Cbtaffiii  was  the  alderttieds  Itaiton,  where 
the  recorder  addrelTed  the  queen  in  a  very  elegant  oration,  and,  ill 
the  name  of  the  citizens,  prefentcd  her  with  a  thoufabd  marks  la 
Rpurle  of  gold  lilfue,  which  hermajefty  very  gracefally  received. 

At  a  fm'all  diflance,  by  Chiaffidi  conduit,  was  a  pageant^  in 
'which  were  Icated  Miatrvn,  Jum,  and  row  j  before  whom  flood 
.  the  god  Mirtary;  who,  in  thor  tuunin,  prefented  the  queen  n 
golden  apple. 

At  St.  Peal'i  gate  was  a  Ebe  pageant,  in  Which  fat  three  lad)e» 
richly  drefled,  with  each  a  chaplet  On  her  head,  and  a  tablet  in  hef 
hand,  contuning  Latin  infdriptioQs. 

At  the  eaft  end  of  St.  />a«/*s  cathtdhil,  tKe  queed  Wii  enter- 
tained by  Come  of  the  fcholari  belonging  to  St.  Paml't  fchdbl,  with 
verfes  in  praife  of  the  king  and  her  ms^elly,  with  which  fhe  feemed 
highljr  delighted. 

A  ■  Th<noe 


b,Goo^^lc 


354  THOUGHTS,    &c. 

It  would  add  much  to  the  gratification  of  the  people, 
if  the  horfe -guards,  by  which  all  our  proceflions  have 
been  of  late  encumbered,  and  rendered  dangerous  to 
the  multitude,  were  to  be  left  behind  at  the  coronation ; 
and  if,  contrary  to  the  defires  of  the  people,  the  pro- 
ceflion  muft  pa&  in  the  <M  track,  that  the  number  of 
foot  foldiers  be  diminilhed ;  fince  it  cannot  but  ofietid 
every  Englijlman  to  fee  troops  of  foldiers  jdaced  between 
him  and  his  fovereign,  as  if  they  were  the  moft  honour- 
able of  the  people,  or  the  king  required  guards  to  feeure 
his  perfon  from  his  fubjefts.  As  their  fttnon  makes 
them  think  themfclves  important,  their  infolence  is  al- 
ways fuch  as  may  be  expcftcd  from  ferviie  authority ;  and 
(he  impatience  of  the  people,  under  fuch  immediate  op- 
preflion,  always  produces  quarrels,  tumults,  and  mifchief 

Thence  proceeding  to  Ludgate,  which  wai  fiaelj  deconted,  her 
najefty  was  entertained  with  feveral  fongi  adapted  to  the  ocnfioa, 
fang  in  concert  by  men  and  boyi  upon  the  leads  over  the  gate. 

At  the  end  of  SbM-Um,  in  Tltafirttt,  a  haodrome  tower  with 
fbar  tnrreu  was  ereAed  upoa  the  conduit,  in  each  of  which  fiood 
«ne  of  the  cardinal  viriuei,  with  their  feveral  fymboli ;  who,  ad- 
dfefliiig  themrelvM  to  the  queen,  promiTed  they  would  nerer  leave 
hcTt  but  be  always  her  coaQant  atiendants.  Within  the  tower  m> 
an  excellent  concert  of  muilc,  and  the  conduit  all  the  while  laa 
with  varioiH  forts  of  wine. 

At  TtBiplt'iiar  fte  was  again  entertained  with  fintgs,  fung  in 
concert  by  a  choir  of  men  and  boys }  and  having  from  thence  pro- 
'  cecded  to  W^Bti^ftw,  flie  returned  the  lord  mayor  thanks  for  Ua 
good  offices,  and  thofe  of  the  citisens,  that  daf .  The  day  after, 
the  lord  mayor,  aldennsn,  and  Iherifis,  affiAed  at  the  coranation, 
which  was  performed  with  great  fplendor.  Sttv/'i  Jnalt.' 

■  Netr,  The  fame  hifiorian  inform)  os,  that  queen  Elmaittk 
pafied  IB  the  Uke  manner,  through  the  city,  to  her  coronatton. 

P  R  E- 


D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


TO      T  H  1 

artist's    catalogue,  for  1762. 

'  1  '*HE  public  may  juftly  require  to  be  informed  of 
■^  the  nature  and  extent  of  every  defign,  for  which 
the  favour  of  the  public  is  openly  foUdted.  The  artifts, 
who  were  themfelves  the  firft  projeftors  of  an  exhibition 
in  this  nation,  and  who  have  now  contributed  to  the 
following  catalogue,  think  it  therefore  neccflary  to  ex- 
plain their  purpofe,  and  iuHiify  their  conduct.  An  exhi> 
bition  of  the  works  of  art,  being  a  ipc£tacle  new  in  this 
kingdom,  has  raifcd  various  opinions  and  conjo^^ires 
among  thofe  who  arc  unacquainted  with  die  praftide  in 
foreign  nations.  Thofe  who  fet  out  dieir  performances 
to  general  view,  have  been  too  often  confidered  as  the. 
rivals  of  each  other,  as  men  a£hiated,  if  not  by  avarice, 
at  Mt  by  vanityj,  and  contending  for  fupcriority  of  fame, 
though  not  for  a  pecuniary  prize.  It  cannot  be  denied 
or  doubted,  that  all  who  offer  themfelves  to  criticifm 
are  defirous  of  praife  j  this  defire  is  not  only  innocent, 
bin  virtuous,  while  it  is  undebafed  by  artifice,  and  un- 
polluted by  envy  i  and  of  envy  or  artifice  thefe  men  can 
never  be  accfifed,  who,  already  enjoying  all  the  honours 
and  profits  of  their  profeiTion,  are  content  to  fland  candi-r 
date.s  for  public  notice,  with  genius  yet  unexperienced, 
and  diligence  yet  unrewarded ;  who,  without  any  hope 
ofincrcafingtheirown  reputation  or  intereft,  e:q)ofetheir 
names  and  their  works  only  that  they  may  furaifh  an 
opportunity  of  appearance  to  the  young,  the  diffident, 
and  the  neglefted.  The  purpofc  of  this  exliibiuon  is 
not  to  enrich  the  artiits,  but  to  advance  the  art ;  the 
A  a  2  eminent 
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eminent  arc  not  flattered  wth  preference,  nor  the  obfcure 
infulted  with  contempt ;  whoever  hopes  to  dcferve  pub- 
lic favour,  is  here  invited  to  difplay  his  mcrir. 

Of  the  price  put  upon  this  exhibition  fome  account 
may  be  demanded.  Whoever  fets  his  work  to  be  fhewn, 
naturally  defires  a  multitude  of  fpcftatorsj  but  his  defire 
defeats  its  own  end,  when  fpcftators  aflemble  in  fuch 
numbers  as  to  obftruft  one  another.  Though  we  arc 
far  from  wilhing  to  diminilh  the  plcafures,  or  depreciate 
the  fcndments  of  any  clafsof  the  community,  we  know, 
however,  what  every  one  knows,  that  all  cannot  be 
judges  or  purchafcrs  of  works  of  art  -,  yet  we  have  al- 
ready found  by  experience,  that  all  are  defirous  to  fee 
an  exhibition.  When  the  terms  of  admiflion  were  low, 
our  room  was  thronged  with  fuch  multitudes  as  made 
accels  dangerous,  and  frightened  away  thofe  whofe  ap- 
probation was  moft  ddired. 

Yet,  becaufe  it  is  feldom  believed  that  money  is  got 
but  for  the  love  of  money,  we  ftiall  tell  the  ufe  which 
we  Intend  to  make  of  our  expefted  profits. 

Many  "artifts  of  great  abihties  arc  unable  to  fell  their 
works  for  their  due  price  j  to  remove  this  inconvenience, 
an  annual  file  will  be  appointed,  to  which  every  man 
may  fend  his  works,  and  lend  them  if  he  will  without 
his  name.  Thefe  works  will  be  reviewed  by  the  com- 
mittee that  conduA  die  exhibition.  A  price  mil  be 
feCredy  fet  on  every  piece,  and  regiftered  by  the  fecre- 
tary.  If  the  piece  expofed  is  fold  for  more,  the  whole 
price  fliall  be  the  artift's ;  but  if  the  purchafer's  value  is 
&t  Ids  than  die  committee,  the  artift  fhall  be  p^  the 
deficiency  from  the  profits  of  the  cxlubidon. 

INTRO- 
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TO      THE 

APPENDIX    TO    SHAKSPEARE. 

Publifhed  in  1765. 

IN  the  profecution  of  this  work,  I  received  many  re- 
marks from  learned  friends,  which  came  fometimes 
too  late  for  infcrtion  j  and  fome  of  my  own  remarks, 
either  more  mature  refleftion,  or  better  information,  has 
difpofcd  me  to  retraft.  An  appendix,  therefore,  became 
neceflary,  that  I  might  omit  nothing  which  could  con- 
tribute to  the  explanation  of  my  authour.  I  do  not  al- 
ways concur  with  my  friends  in  their  opinion  -,  but  their 
^ilities  are  fuch  as  make  me  lefs  confident  when  I  fidB 
myfelf  differing  from  them ;  and  the  public  might  juftly 
complain,  if  I  fuppreOed  their  fcntiments  either  by  pride 
or  timidity.  From  the  Revijal  ef  SbaJ^eare,  lately  pub- 
liflied,  I  have  feleded  fome  jufl  remarks,  and  from 
Dr.  Gny  fome  valuable  illuftrations.  I  am  far,  at  lafl:, 
from  fuppofing  my  work  pcrfeA ;  but  do  not  think  any 
diing  which  I  am  likely  to  add  to  it,  of  value  enough. 
to  juftify  longer  delay*. 

*  The  preface  to  Sbakrpeare,  in  the  laft  pablicitim  of  Dr. 
Johnfbn'i  works,  having  been  muiilated  by  the  onUSoo  of  the 
following  paragraph,  in  juftice  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Johnibn  it 
u  itere  rcftored  from  the  editkin  of  Shakfpeare  of  the  year  1773* 
where  it  origioatly  appeared.  "  Of  what  hai  been  performed  in  thii 
"  revifat,  an  account  is  gif«>  ia  the  following  pagei  by  Mr. 
"  Sitmtai,  who  might  have  fpoken  both  of  hii  own  diligence  and 
"  fagacity.itt  termiofgreaterfdf-approbarion,  without deriatiog 
"  from  modelly  or  tniih." 
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FKEVIZED      TO 

Mrs.  WILLIAMS'S  MISCELLANIES. 

Printed  in  1766. 

'TnO  thofe,  by  whofe  favour  and  encouragement  the 
■■■  following  colleftion^has  appeared,  the  motives  of 
its  publication  are  already  known :  and  it  were  fuper- 
fluous  to  inform  the  reft  of  the  world  of  that  about 
which  the  world  will  have  no  curiofity. 

Complaints,  however  natural,  are  not  pleafuig ;  and 
I  therefore  would  not  mendon  the  misfortunes  of  my 
life,  but  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  kind  endeavours  to 
alleviate  them,  exerted  by  thofe  who  have  fubfcribcd, 
arid  procured  fubfcriptions,  and  thofe  who  by  contribut- 
ing their  compofitions,  have  left  my  friends  left  reafon 
to  repent  their  folicications. 

To  the  few  by  whom  the  dilatorinefs  of  my  perfiwm- 
anix  has  been  cenfured,  I  fliall  anfwcr  only  by  reminding 
Them  of  my  utter  inability  to  haften  it  by  any  diligence 
of  my  own,  and  by  wiftung  diat  ihcy  may  never  kam 
■from  experience  how  flowly  that  is  done,  which  is  done 
i;niuutou0y. 
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Felix  qui  potDtt  boDi 
Fontcm  virere  liicidum. 


AS  Florelta  was  wandering  in  a  meadow  at  the  foot 
of  Plinlimmon,  fiic  heard  a  little  bird  cry  in  fuch 
a  note  as  fhe  had  never  (^ferved  ^fore ;  and  lookbg 
round  her,  faw  a  lovely  goldfinch  cntang^  by  a  lime- 
twig,  and  a  hawk  hovering  over  him,  as  at  the  point  of 
ftizing  him  in  his  talons, 

Fleretta  longed  to  refcue  the  little  bird,  but  was  a&aid 
to  encounter  the  hawk,  who  looked  fiercely  upon  her 
widiout  any  apparent  dread  of  her  approach,  and  as  llie 
advanced  feemed  to  increale  in  bulk,  and  clapped  his 
wings  in  token  of  defiance.  Florelta  flood  ddiberating 
a  few  moments,  but  feeing  her  mother  at  no  great  dif- 
tance,  U)ok  courage,  and  fn^ched  the  twig  with  dte 
little  bird  upon  it.  When  fhe  had  difengaged  him,  Ihc 
put  him  in  her  bofom,  and  the  hawk  Bew  away. 

Florelta  (hewing  her  bird  to  her  mother,  told  her 
fitxn  what  danger  Qxt  had  rcfcued  him  %  her  mother, 
after  admiring  his  beauty,  faid,  that  he  would  be  a  very 

*  Fablllhed  io  Ura.  Willianu't  MilceUuiet, 
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proper  inhabicuit  of  the  little  gilded  cage,  wtuch  had 
hung  empty  fince  the  darling  died  fw  want  of  water, 
and  that  he  fliould  be  placed  at  the  chamber  window, 
for  it  would  be  wonderfiiUy  pleafant  to  hear  him  in  the 
mornjng. 

Fleretta,  with  tears  in  her  eye(,  replied,  that  he  had 
better  have  been  devoured  by  the  hawk  than  die  for 
want  of  water,  and  that  fhe  would  not  fave  him  from  a 
left  evil  to  put  him  in  danger  of  a  greater :  fhe  there- 
fore took  him  into  her  hand;  cleaned  his  feathers  from 
the  bird-lime,  looked  upon  him  with  great  tenderncfs, 
and,  having  put  his  bill  to  her  lips,  difmiflcd  him  into 
the  air. 

He  Bew  in  circles  round  her  as  fhe  went  home,  and 
perching  on  a  tree  before  the  door,  delighted  them  a 
whiie  with  fuch  fweetnels  of  fong,  that  her  mother  re- 
proved her  for  not  putting  him  in  the  cage,  Fhrem 
endeavoured  to  look  grave,  but  filendy -approved  her 
own  adt,  and  wifhed  her  mother  more  generofity.  Her 
mother  gueffed  her  thoughts,  and  told  her,  that  when 
ihe  was  older  fhe  would  be  wifer, 

Fh^eita  however  did  not  repent,  but  hoped  to  hear 
her  little  bird  the  next  moming  flinging  at  hberty.  She 
waked  early  and  liftened,  but  no  goldHnch  could  Ihe 
hear.  She  rofe,  and  walking  agiun  in  the  fame  meadow, 
went  to  view  the  bufti  where  Ihe  had  feen  die  lime-twig 
the  day  before. 

When  Ihe  entered  the  thicket,  and  was  near  the  place 
for  which  (he  was  looking,  froifi  behind  a  bloflbming 
hawthorn  advanced  a  female  form  of  very  low  ftanirc, 
but  of  elegant  proportion  and  majeftic  air;,  an'9}'ed  in 
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edl  the  colours  of  the  meadow,  and  fpa^ling  as  flie  moved*. 
]ike  a  dew-drop  in  the  liin. 

Fitretta  was  too  much  difordercd  to  fpeak  or  By,  and 
&>od  mbdonlds  between  f^ar  and  pleafure,  when  the 
little  lady  took  her  by  the  hand. 

I  am,  faid  ihe,  one  of  that  order  of  brings  wMch 
Ibme  call  Fairies,  and  fbme  Piflcies:  we  have  always 
been  known  to  inhabit  the  crags  and  caverns  of  Plin- 
limmon.  The  muds  and  Ihepherds,  when  they  wander 
by  moonlight,  have  often  heard  our  mulic,  and  Ibme- 
limes  feen  our  dances. 

I  am  the  chief  of  the  Futies  of  this  region,  and  am 
known  among  them  by  the  name  of  Lady  ZMinet,  of  die 
Blue  Rock.  As  I  lived  always  in  my  own  mountain, 
I  had  very  litde  knowledge  of  human  manners,  and 
thought  better  of  mankind  than  other  Fairies  found  them 
to  deferve  j  I  therefore  often  oppofcd  the  mifchievous 
practices  of  my  fifters,  without  always  enquiring  whedier 
they  were  juft.  I  extinguifhed  the  Hght  that  was  kindled 
to  lead  a  traveller  into  a  marfh,  and  found  afterwards 
,  that  he  was  hailing  to  corrupt  a  vii^in :  I  diffipated  a 
mift  which  aHumcd  the  form  of  a  town,  and  was  caifed 
to  decoy  a  monopolizer  of  com  ftom  his  way  to  the  next 
market :  I  removed  a  thora,  artfully  planted  to  prick 
the  foot  of  a  churl,  that  was  going  to  hinder  the  poor 
ft(»n  following  lusre9f>eTS;  and  defeated  fo  many  fchemes 
of  obftruftion  and  punifhment,  that  I  was  cited  before 
the  Queen,  as  one  w^o  ^voured  wickednels,  and  oppofed 
the  execudon  of  fairy  jtjftice. 

Having  neyer  been  accuftomed  to  fu£fer  control,  and 
thinking  myfclf  difgraced  by  the  neccffiiy  oC  defence,  I 
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fa  much  irritated  the  Queeo  bf  my  fuUennds  and  petu- 
lance, that  in  her  anger  fhe  tranafarmed  me  inte  a  gold- 
finch. In  this  form,  fays  ftie,  /  dfafflw  thee  to  rtmain,  tiU 
Jmw'  human  being  Jbail  fiievj  thee  htidixfs  vaitboui  any  frof- 
pea  Qfinterefi. 

.  I  flew  out  of  her  prefencc  not  much  deje&ed  -,  for  I 
did  not  doubt  but  every  reafonable  being  muft  io*e  that 
Trfiich  having  never  offended,  could  rwt  be  hated,  and, 
having  no  power  to  hurt,  could  not  be  feared. 

I  diercfore  fluttered  about  die  villages,  and  endea- 
voured to  force  myfclf  into  notice. 

Having  heard  that  nature  was  Icaft  corrupted  among 
thbfe  who  had  no  acquaintance  with  elegance  and  fplen- 
dor,  I  emi^oyed  myfclf  for  five  years  in  hopping  before 
the  doOTS  oif  cottages,  and  often  fat  fmging  on  the  thatched 
roof  i  my  motions  were  fcldom  feen,  nor  my  notes  heard, 
no  kindnefs  was  ever  excited,  and  all  the  reward  of  my 
.  officioufneis  was  n>  be  iumed  at  with  a  flone  when  I 
ftood  within  a  throw. 

The  fe)nes  never  hurt  me,  for  I  had  Itill  the  power 
of  a  Fiury. 

I  then  betook  myfelf  to  fpacious  and  magnificent  har 
bitarions,  and  fung  m  bowers  by  thje  walks  or  cm  the 
bimks  of  fountains. 

In  thefe  jjaces,  where  novelty  wsw  recommended  by 
fadety,  and  curi<rfity  excited  by  Idfure,  my  Cmto  and 
my  voice  were  fowi  diftinguifoed,  and  I  was  known  by 
the  name  of  the  ^mny  goldfinch ;  the  inh^itanu  would 
walk  out  to  liften  to  my  raufic,  and  at  laft:  it  was  their 
praftice  to  court  my  i^fits  by  fcattering  meat  in  my 
common  haunts. 

This 
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This  was  repeated  till  I  went  ^out  {>ccking  in  foil 
fecurity,  and  expefted  to  regain  my  original  form)  when 
I  obferved  two  of  my  moft  liberal  bcncfaftors  filently 
advancing  with  a  net  behind  me.  I  flew  off,  and  But- 
tering befide  them,  pricked  the  leg  of  each,  and  left  them 
halting  and  groaning  with  the  cramp. 

I  then  went  to  another  houfe,  where  for  two  fprings 
and  fummers  I  entertained  a  fplendid  family  with  fuch 
melody  as  they  had  never  heard  in  the  woods  befiwe. 
The  winter  that  followed  the  fccond  fummcr  was  re- 
markably cold,  and  many  Hctle  birds  perifhed  in  the 
field.  I  Wd  myfelf  in  the  way  of  one  of  the  ladies  as 
benumbed  with  cold  and  faint  wth  hunger  j  Ihe  picked 
me  up  with  great  joy,  telling  her  companions  that  Ihe 
had  found  the  goldfinch  that  fung  fo  finely  all  fummo' 
in  the  myrtle  hedgej  that  Ihe  would  lay  him  where  he 
fliould  die,  for  Ihe  could  not  bear  to  kill  him,  and  would 
dien  pick  his  fine  feathers  very  carefully,  and  ffick  them 
in  her  muff*. 

Finding  that  her  fondnefs  and  her  gratitude  could 
gjve  way  to  fo  (light  an  intcreft,  I  chilled  her  fingers 
diat  Ihe  could  not  hold  me,  then  flew  at  her  face,  and 
inth  my  beak  gave  her  nole  four  pecks  that  left  four 
black  fpots  indelible  behind  them,  and  broke  a'  match 
by  which  Ihe  would  have  obtainoi  the  finell  equtp^;e 
in  the  county. 

At  length  the  Queen  repented  of  her  fcntencc,  and 
being  unable  to  revoke  it,  aflifted  me  to  try  experi- 
ments upon  man,  to  excite  his  tendernefs,  and  McnSt 
has  re^d. 

We 
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We  made  many  attempts,  in  which  we  were  almys 
difappointed;  At  laft  Ihe  placed  me  in  your  way,  held 
by  a  lime-twig,  and  herfelf  in  the  ftape  of  a  hawk 
made  the  ftiew  of  devouring  me.  You,  my  dc^-,  have 
refcued  me  from  the  fecming  danger,  without  defiring  to 
detain  me  in  captivity,  or  feeking  any  other  rccompence 
than  the  pleafure  of  benefiting  a  feeling  creature. 

The  Queen  is  fo  much  pleafed  with  your  kindnds, 
that  I  am  come,  by  her  permiflion,  to  reward  you  with 
a  grcjiter  favour  than  ever  Fairy  bcflowcd  before. 

The  former  ^fts  of  Fwries,  though  bounties  in  dcfign, 
have  faxived  commonly  mifchiefs  in  the  event.  We 
have  granted  mortals  to  with  according  to  their  own  dif- 
cretion ;  and  their  difcretion  being  fmall,  and  their  wilhcs 
irrcverfible,  they  have  raftily  petitioned  for  their  own 
dcflxuftion.  But  you,  my  deareft  Fleretta,  (hall  have, 
what  none  have  ever  before  obtained  from  us,  the  power 
of  indulging  your  wifli,  and- the  liberty  of  retracing  it. 
Be  bold  and  follow  me. 

Fkreila  was  cafdy  pcriuaded  to  accompany  the  Fwry, 
who  led  her  through  a  labyrinth  of  craggs  and  Ihrubs, 
to  a  cavern  covered  by  a  thicket  on  the  fide  of  the 
mount^n. 

This  cavern,  fiud  fhe,  is  the  court  of  Lilinet  your 
friend }  in  this  place  you  (hall  find  a  certain  remedy  for 
all  real  evils.  Ljlmei  then  went  before  her  through  a 
long  fubterraneous  pa(rage,  where  (he  faw  many  beauti- 
ful Fairies,  who  came  to  gaze  at  the  (b-anger,  but  who, 
from  reverence  to  their  miftrcis,  gave  her  no  di(hirbance. 
She  heard  from  remote  comers  of  the  gloo(Tiy  qavcm 
the  roar  of  winds  and  the  &11  of  waters^  and  more  than 
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once  entreated  to  return  j  but  tiUmt  afluring  her  that 
flie  waSffafc,  perfuaded  her  to  proceed  till  they  came  to 
an  arch,  into  which  die  light  found  its  way  througji  a 
filTure  of  the  rock;. 

There  Lilinet'  feated  hcrfclf  and  her  gyeft  upon  a  bench 
of  agate,  and  pointing  to  two  fbunt^ns  that  buU^led 
before  them,  fwd,  now  attend,  my  dear  Fleretta,  and 
enjoy  the  gratitude  of  a  faky,  Obferve  the  two  foun- 
tains that  fpring  up  in  the  middle  of  the  vault,  one  into 
a  bafon  of  alabafter,  and  the  other  into  a  bafon  of  daric 
flint.  The  one  is  called  the  iJMing  of  joy,  the  o^er 
of  forrow  J  they  rife  frorei  diftant  veins  in  the  rock,  and 
burll:  out  in  two  places,  but  after  a  fhort  courie  unite 
their  ftreams,  and  run  ever  after  in  one  mingled  current. 

By  drinking  of  thefe  founuins,  which,  though  fhut 
up  from  all  other  human  beings,  ihall  be  always  accef- 
fible  to  you,  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  regulate  your 
future  life. 

When  you  are  drinkbg  the  water  of  joy  from  the 
alabafter  fountain,  you  may  form  your  wilh,  and  It  (hall 
be  granted.  As  you  nufe  your  wifli  higher,  the  water 
will  be  fweeter  and  fweeter  to  the  tafte  j  but  beware  that 
you  arc  not  tempted  by  its  increafmg  fweetnefs  to  repeat 
your  draughts,  fw  the  ill  effcfts  of  your  wilh  can  only 
be  removed  by  drinking  the  fpring  of  forrow  Gxim  the 
bafon  of  flint,  which  will  be  bitter  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion as  the  water  of  joy  was  fwect.  Now,  my  Floretta, 
make  the  experiment,  and  give  me  the  firft  proof  of 
moderate  defires.  Take  the  golden  cup  that  ftands  on 
the  marpn  of  the  Ipring  of  joy,  form  your  wiih  and 
drink. 

Floretta 
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Floretta  wanted  no  time  to  ddiberate  on  the  fiil^efi: 
ofhcrwUh;  her  firil  delire  was  the  increale  of  her  beau- 
tj.  She  had  fome  diiproportion  <^  feacures.  She  took 
tlu  cup  and  wilhed  to  be  agreeable ;  the  water  was  fwca, 
and  Ihe  drank  copiouQy;  and  in  the  fountun,  which 
was  dearer  than  cryftaJ,  Ihe  iiw  that  her  &ce  was  com- 
pletely regular. 

She  then  Blled  the  cup  agwij  and  wiihed  for  a  rofy 
bloom  upon  her  dieeks :  the  water  was  fweeter  than  be- 
fore, and  the  colour  of  her  checks  was  heightened. 

She  next  wifhed  for  a  fparkling  eye  :  the  water  grew 
yet  more  pleafapt,  and  her  glances  were  like  the  beams 
of  the  fun. 

She  could  not  yet  ftop ;  fhe  drank  again,  dcfired  to 
be  made  a  perfeft  beauty,  and  a  perfeit  beauty  flie  be- 
came. 

She  had  now  whatever  her  heart  could  wifli  ^  and 
making  an  humble  reverence  to  Lilinet,  requefted  to  be 
reftored  to  her  own  habitaticn.  They  went  back,  and 
the  fairies  in  the  way  wondered  at  the  change  of  Flerttia's 
form.  She  came  hatac  delighted  to  her  mother,  ^^lo, 
pn  feeing  the  improvement,  was  yet  more  delighted  than 
hcrfeE 

Her  mother  from  thu  time  pufhed  her  forward  into 
public  view :  Floretta  was  aj  all  the  reforts  of  idlencls 
and  afTembUes  of  pleafure  -,  Ihe  was  fatigued  with  balls, 
flic  wa*  cloyed  with  treats,  Hie  was  exhaufted  by  die 
•neoeflity  of  returning  compliments.  This  life  delighted 
bn*  awhile,  but  cuflom  foon  deftroyed  its  pleafure.  She 
found  that  the  men  who  courted  her  to  day,  refigned 
lii:r  on  the  morrow  to  other  flatterers,  and  that  the  wo- 


)  by  Google 


A       T    A    L    E.  36y 

men  attacked  her  reputation  by  whifpers  suid  calumnies, 
till  without  knowing  how  fhe  had  oSended,  fhe  was 
iliunned  as  infamous. 

She  knew  that  her  reputation  was  dcftroyed  by  the 
envy  of  her  beauty,  and  refolved  to  degrade  herfdf  from 
the  dangerous  pre-eminence.  She  went  to  the  bufli 
where  fhe  refcued  the-  bird,  and  called  for  iMfy  IMiet. 
Immediately  ZiSv<'/  appeaivd,  and  difcovered  hy  Floretta'i 
dejected  look,  that  Ibe  had  drank  too  much  from  tiw 
alabafter'  fountain. 

Folfow  me,  Ihe  cried,  my  Florettat  and  be  ■mfer  for 
the  future. 

They  i^nt  to  the  fountains,  and  Flaretta  began  to 
tafte  the  waters  of  forrow,  which  were  fo  biner  chat  Ihe 
withdrew  more  than  once  die  cup  from  her  irtouth :  at 
laft  (he  refcdutely  drank  away  the  perfei^on  ot'  beauty, 
the  fparkling  eye  and  rofy  bloom,  and  left  herlHf  onljr 
agreeable. 

She  livnl  for  fome  time  with  great  content ;  bite  con- 
tent is  feldom  laftiog.  She  had  a  de&re  in  a  fhott  time 
again  to  tafie  the  waters  of  joy :  ihe  called  for  the  con- 
duA  of  ZJUiut,  and  was  led  to  the  alaballer  fbumtaiir, 
where  fhe  drank,  and  wifhed  for  a  faithful  lover. 

After  her  return  fhe  was  foon  addrelied  by  ai  young 
man,  whom  fhe  thought  worthy  of  her  afie£Uon.  He 
courted,  and  flattered,  and  promifed ;  till  at  lafl  (he 
yielded  up  her  heart.  He  then  applied  to  her  parents; 
and,  finding  her  fortune  lefs  than  he  expected,  ctn-> 
trived  a  quarrel  and  deferted  her. 

Exa^rated  by  her  di&ppointnKnt,  fhe  went  in  qu  eft 
»f  Liimtf  and  expolbilated  with  her  for  the  deceit  whifih 
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Ihe  had  praftiTtd.  UUntt  a&ed  bcr  with  a  fmile,  &r 
what  Ihe  had  been  wilbing ;  aod  bdng  K>ldj  made  her 
this  reply.  You  are  not,  my  dear,  to  wonder  or  com- 
plain :  you  may  wilh  for  yourfelf,  but  your  wiihes  can 
have  no  effect  upon  another.  You  may  become  lovely 
by  the  efficacy  of  the  fountain,  but  that  you  fhall  be 
loved  is  by  no  means  a  certun  confequence ;  for  you 
cannot  confer  upon  another  either  difccrnment  or  fide- 
lity :  that  happinefs  which  you  muft  derive  from  others, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  regulate  or  beftow. 

Florettu  was  for  fome  time  fo  dqefted  by  this  limita- 
tion of  the  fountain's  power,  that  Ihe  thought  it  unwor-^ 
thy  of  another  vifit ;  but  being  on  fome  occafion  thwarted 
by  her  mother's  authority,  fhe  went  to  IMinet,  and  drank 
at  the  alabafter -fountain  for  afpirit  to  do  her  own  way. 

Ijlinet  faw  that  fhe  drank  immoderately,  and  admo- 
nifhed  her  of  her  danger ;  but  ^iritt  and  her  cttm  way, 
gave  fuch  fweemefs  to  the  water,  that  Ihe  could  not  pre-r 
.^1  upon  hetfelf  to  forbear,  till  LiUttet.m  pure  compaf- 
fion  fiiaiched  the  cup  out  of  her  hand. 
■  When  ftie  came  home  every  tbov^  was  coiiccmpt> 
and  every  action  was  rebellion :  Ihe  had  drank  into  hcr- 
felf  a  fpirit  to  refift,  but  could  not  give  her  modur  a. 
difpofition  to  yield  j  the  old  lady  aliened  her  rig^t  to 
govern }  and,  though  fhe  was  often  ftwled  by  the  Impe* 
tuofity  of  her  daughter,  ihe  fupplied  by  pertinacy  what- 
Ihe  wanted  in  violence  j  fo  that  the  houfe  was  in  conti- 
nual tumult  by  the  pranks  pf  the  daugfaKr  and  oppoll- 
tjon  of  the  mother. 

In  dme,  Florettavfas  convinced  thu  ipirit  had  only 
made  her  a  capricious  termagant,   and  that  her  own 

ways 
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ways  ended  in  error,  perplexity  and  di%race ;  Ihe  per- 
ceived that  the  vehemence  of  mind,  which  to  a  man 
may  fometimes  procure  awe  and  obedience,  produce  to 
a  wdmMi  nothing  but  deteflation;  flie  therefore  went 
back,  and  by  a  large  draugftt  from  the  flinty  fountain, 
though  the  water  was  very  bitter,  replaced  herfelf  under 
her  mother's  care,  and  quitted  her  ipirit,  and  her  own 
way. 

Fl9retta'%  fortune  was  moderate,  and  her  defires  were 
not  larger,  till  her  mother  took  her  to-fpend  a  fommer 
at  one  of  the  places  which  wealth  and  idlenefs  frequent, 
under  pretence  of  drinking  the  waters.  She  was  now 
no  longer  a  perfed  beauty,  and  therefore  converfarion 
in  her  prefence  took  its  courTe  as  in  other  companyi 
opinions  were  freely  told,  and  obfervations  made  with- 
out referve.  Here  Floretta  firft  learned  the  importance 
bf  money.  When  ftie  faw  a  woman  of  mean  iur  an^ 
empty  talk  draw  the  attention  of  the  place,  flie  always 
difcovered,  upon  enquiry,  that  Ihe  had  fo  many  thou* 
fands  to  her  fortune. 

She  foon  perceived  that  where  thefe  golden  goddefles 
appeared,  neither  birth,  nor  elegance,  nor  civility,  had 
any  power  of  attraftion,  that  every  art  of  entertainment 
was  devoted  to  them,  and  that  the  great  and  the  wife 
courted  their  reg^. 

The  dcfire  after  weakh  was  rajfed  yet  higher,  by  her 
mother,  who  was  always  telling  her  how  much  neglcft 
Ihe  fuffercd  for  want  of  fortune,  and  what  diftinftions  if 
fhe  had  but  a  fortune  her  good  qualities  would  obtjun. 
Her  narrative  of  the  day  was  always,  that  i^^crrfra  walk- 
ed in  the  morning,  fcut  was  not  ipoken  to  bccaufe  fhe 
B  b  had 
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had  a  fmaJl  fortune,  and  that  Fhretta  danced  at  Ac 
ball  better  than  any  of  them,  but  nobody  minded  her 
for  want  of  a  fortune. 

This  want,  in  which  all  other  wants  appeared  K>  be 
included,  Fkretta  was  rcfolved  to  endure  no  lor^jcr,  and 
came  home,  flattering  her  imagination  in  fccret,  wkh 
the  riches  which  fhe  was  now  about  to  obc^n. 

On  the  day  after  her  return,  fhe  walked  out  alone  to 
meet  lady  ZJIinety  and  went  with  her  to  the  fountain : 
riches  did  not  tafte  fu  fweet  as  either  beauty  or  Ipirit,  and 
therefore  fhe  was  not  immoderate  in  her  draught. 

When  they  returned  from  the  cavern,  Lilinet  gave 
her  wand  to  a  fairy  that  attended  her,  with  an  order  to 
conduft  Floretta  to  the  black  rock. 

The  way  was  not  long,  and  they  foon  came  to  the 
mouth  of  a  mine  in  which  there  was  a  hidden  treafure, 
guarded  by  an  earthy  fury,  deformed  and  fhaggy,  irito 
oppofed  the  entrahce  of  Floretta^  till  he  recognized  the 
wand  of  the  lady  of  the  mountain.  Here  Floretta  faw 
vaft  heaps  of  gold  and  filvcr,  and  gems,  gathered  and 
repofited  in  former  ages,  and  entrufled  to  the  guard  of 
the  fairies  of  die  earth.  The  Utde  fairy  delivered  the 
orders  of  her  mifbefs,  and  the  furly  fentinel  promifcd  to 
obey  them. 

Floretta^  wearied  with  her  walk,  and  pleafed  with  her 
fuccefs,  went  home  to  reft,  and  when  (he  waked  in  the 
momingj  firft  opened  her  eyes  upon  a  cabinet  of  jewels, 
and  looking  into  her  drawers  and  boxes, -found  them 
filled  with  gold. 

Flerttta  was  now  as  fine  as  the  fineft.    She  was  the 

firft  to  ac]<^t  any  cxpenfive  fafhioi%  to  fubfcribe  ro  any 
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pompous  entertainment,  to  encourage  any  foreign  artift^ 
or  engage  in  any  frolic  of  which  the  coft  was  to  make 
the  i^eafure. 

She  Was  on  a  fudden  the  favourite  of  every  place. 
Report  made  her  wealth  thrice  greater  than  it  really 
was,  and  wherever  Ihe  came,  all  was  attention,  reve- 
rence and  obedience.  The  ladies  who  had  ffflmerly 
llighKd  her,  or  by  whom  Ihe  had  been  formerly  carefled* 
graufied  her  pride  by  open  flattery  and  private  mur- 
murs. She  Ibmetimes  overheard  them  ruling  at  up- 
ftarts,  and  wondering  whence  fome  people  came,  or  how 
theirexpences  were  fupplied.  This  incited  her  to  heighten 
the  fplendor  of  her  drefc,  to  increafe  die  number  of  her 
Fcdnue,  and  to  make  fuch  propofitions  of  cdUy  fchemes, 
tiiat  her  rivals  were  forced  to  defift  from  conteft. 

But  Ihe  now  b^;an  to  find  that  the  tricks  which  can 
be  played  with  money,  will  feldom  bear  to  be  repeated, 
that  admirarion  is  ft  Ihort-Uved  padion,  and  that  the 
pleafure  of  espence  is  gone  irfien  wonder  and  envy  arc 
no  mcoc  excited.  She  found  that  refpeft  was  an  empty 
ibrm,  and  that  all  thofe  who  crouded  round  her  were 
drawn  to  her  by  vanity  or  intereft. 

It  was  however  pleafant  to  be  able  on  any  terms  to 
elevate  and  to  mordfy,  to  raife  hopes  and  fears;  and 
ihe  would  ftill  have  condnued  to  be  rich,  had  not  the 
ambition  of  her  mother  contrived  to  marry  her  to  a  lord, 
whom  Ihe  defpifed  as  ignorant,  and  abhorred  as  profli- 
gate. Her  mother  periifted  in  her  importunity }  and 
Fleretta  having  now  loft  the  fpirit  of  refiftancc,  hatj  ao 
other  refuge  than  to  diveft  herfclf  of  her  fairy  fortune. 
She  implored  die  alEftance  of  Ulifiet,  who  pr^fed 
B  b  3  her 
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her  refolution.  She  drank  chearfuUy  from  the  Binty 
fountaJnj  and  found  the  waters  not  extremely  bitter. 
When  fhe  returned  {he  went  to  bed,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing perceived,  that  all  her  riches  had  been  conveyed 
away  flie  knew  not  how,  except  a  few  ornamental  jewels, 
which  Li^t  had  ordered  to  be  carried  back  as  a  re- 
ward for  her  dignity  of  mind. 

She  was  now  almoft  weary  of  vifiting  the  fountain, 
and  folaced  herfelf  with  ftich  amufements  as  every  day 
happened  to  producx :  at  laft  there  aroie  in  her  imagi- 
nation a  ftrong  defirc  to  become  a  wit.    ' 

The  pleafures  with  which  diis  new  character  appeared 
to  them  were  lb  numerous  and  &  great,  that  {he  was 
impatient  to  efljoy  them;  and  rifrng  before  the  fun, 
haftened  to  the  place  where  fhe  knew  that  her  fury  pa- 
trone&  was  ahvays  to  be  found.  UUiut  was  willing  to 
condud  her,  but  could  now  fcorcely  rellraio  her  from 
leading  the  way  but  by  telling  her,  that  if  ihe  went  firft 
the  fairies  of  the  cavern  would  refiife  her  pafiage. 

They  came  in  time  to  the  fountain,  and  Fhretta  co(^ 
the  gc^den  cup  into  her  hand ;  fhe  filled  it  and  drank, 
and  again  Ihe  filled  it,  for  wit  was  fweeter  than  riches, 
^rit,  or  beau^. 

As  Ihe  returned  flie  felt  new  fucceflions  of  imagery 
rife  in  her  mind,  aiid  whatever  her  memory  ofiered  to 
her  imagination,  affumed  a  new  form,  and  connected 
itfelf  with  things  to  which  it  feemed  before  to  have  no 
idation.  All  the  i^ipearances  about  her  were  xjianged, 
but  the  novelties  exhibited  were  commonly  defcfts.  She 
now  faw  that  almcA  every  thing  was  wrong,  without 
often  feeing  how  it  could  be  better  i  and  frequently  im- 
I  puted 
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purcd  to  the  impcrfefUon  of  artthofe  failures  which  were 
eaufcd  by  the  limitation,  of  nature. 

Wherever  Ihe  went,  Ihe  breathed  nothing  but  cen- 
fure  and  reformation.  If  fiie  vifited  her  friendsy  Ihe 
quarrelled  with  the  fituation  of  their  houfes,  the  dilpo- 
firion  of  their  gardens>  the  direftion  of  their  walks,  and 
the  termination  of  their  views.  It  was  vain  to  fliew  her 
fine  furniture,  for  (he  was  always  ready  to  tell  how  it 
might  be  finer,  or  to  conduit  her  through  Ipacigus 
apartments,  for  her  thoughts  were  foil  of  nobler  fabricks, 
of  airy  palaces  and  hefperian  garderis.  She  admired  no- 
thing, and  praifed  but  litde. 

Her  converfation  .was  generally  thought  uncivil.  If 
fhe  rccdvcd  flatteries,  Ihe  feldom  repaid  them ;  for  flie 
fet  no  value  upon  vulgar  praifc.  She  could  not  hear  a 
long  ftory  without  hurrying  the  Ijieaker  on  to  the  con- 
clufion ;  and  obftruded  the  mirth  of  her  companions, 
for  Ihe  rarely  took  notice  of  a  good  jeft,  and  never 
lauded  except  when  ftie  was  delighted. 

This  behaviour  made  her  unwelcome  wherever  Ihe 
went ;  nor  did  her  fpecutation  upon  human  manners 
much  contribute  to  forward  her  reception.  She  now  law 
the  difproportions  between  language  and  fentiment,  be- 
tween paflion  and  exclamation  ;  Ihe  difcovered  the  de- 
fers of  every  adion,  and  the  uncertmnty  of  every  con- 
clufion  ;  Ihe  knew  the'malignity  of  friendfhip,  the  ava- 
rice of  liberality,  the  anxiety  of  content,  and  the  cow- 
ardice of  temerity. 

To  fee  all  this  was  pleafant,  but  the  grcateft  of  all 
pfcafures  was  to  feew  it:  To  laugh  wus  fomething,  but 
it  was  much  more  to  make  others  la«^  As  every  de- 
formity of  chatafter  made  a  ftrong  impretfisn  upon  her, 

^h  3  Ihe    . 

D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


374  The    FOUNTAINS: 

ftie  could  not  always  forbear  to  tranfmit  it  to  otters  j  as 
■  ftie  hated  falfc  appearances,  flie  thought  it  her  duty  to 
detcft  them,  till,  between  wantonnefs  and  virtue,  fcarcc 
any  that  Ihe  knew  cfcapcd  without  fome  wounds  by  the 
Ihafts  of  ridicule ;  not  that  her  merriment  was  always 
the  confequence  of  total  contempt,  for  (he  often  ho- 
noured virtue  where  ihe  laughed  at  affectation. 

For  thefe  praftices,  and  who  can  wonder,  the  cry  was 
raifcd  againft  her  from  every  quarter,  and  to  hunt  her 
down  was  generally  detennined.  Every  eye  was  watch- 
ing for  a  fault,  and  every  tongue  was  bufy  to  fupply  its 
ihare  of  defamation.  With  the  moft  unpolluted  purity 
of  mind,  ftie  was  cenfured  as  too  free  of  favours,  be- 
caufe  Ihe  ms  not  afraid  to  talk  with  men  :  with  gene- 
rous fcnlibility  of  every  human  excellence,  flic  was  thought 
cold  or  envious,  becaufe  ihe  would  not  fcatter  praiic 
with  undiftinguiihing  proftifion :  with  tenderne]5  that 
agonized  at  real  mifery,  ihe  was  charged  with  delig^ 
in  the  pain  of  others,  when  ihe  would  not  condole  with 
diofe  whom  flie  knew  to  counterfeit  affli£tion.  -  She  de- 
rided falfe  appearances  of  kindneis  and  of  pity,  »nd  was- 
therefore  avoided  as  an  enemy  to  focicty.  As  flie  fcl- 
dom  commended  or  cenfured  but  with-fome  limitations 
and  exceptions,  the  world  condemned  her  as  indificrent 
to  the  good  and  bad  {  and  becaufe  fhe  was  often  doubc-^ 
ftil  where  others  were  confident,  the  was  charged  with 
laxity  of  principles,  while  her  days  were  diibafted  and 
her  reft  broken  by  niceties  of  honour  and  fcruples  of 
morality. 

Report  had  now  made  her  Jb  formidably,  that  all  flat- 
tered and  all  ihunned  her.    If  a  lover  gave  a  ball  to  hb 
miftrefa  and  her  friends,  it  wis  ftipulated  that  Fkretta. 
,  Ihould 
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fliould  not  be  invited.  If  fhe  entered.  3  public  roonij 
die  ladies  courtcfied,  and  fhrunk  away,  for  riiere  was 
no  fuch  thing  as  fpeaking,  but  Floretta  would  find  fomc- 
thing  to  criticife.  If  a  girl  was  more  fpritely  than  her 
aunt>  {he  was  threatened  t)iat  in  a  litde  time  {he  would 
be  like  Floretta.  Vifits  were  very  diligently  pad  when 
Fkretta  was  known  not  to  be  at  home ;  and  no  mother 
trufted  her  dau^ter  to  herfelf  without  a  caution^  if  {he 
ihoutd  meet  Floretta,  to  leave  the  company  as  foon  as 
ihe  could. 

With  all  this  Floretta  made  fport  at  firii:,  but  in  time 
■  grew  weary  of  general  hoftility.  She  would  have  been 
content  widi  a  few  friends^  but  no  friendlhip  was  du- 
rable i  it  was  the  falhion  to  defert  her,  and  with  the  fa- 
Ihbn  what  fidelity  will  contend  ?  She  could  have  eafily 
amufed  hetfelf  in  folitude,  but  that  ihe  thought  it  mean 
to  quit  the  field  to  treachery  and  folly. 

Perfecution  at  length  tired  her  conftancy,  and  fhe  im- 
plored IJlinet  to  rid  her  of  her  wit :  Ulinet  complied 
and  walked  up  the  mountain,  but  was  often  forced  to 
flop  and  wait  for  her  follower.  When  they  came  to  the 
flinty  Ibuntiun,  Floretta  filled  a  fmall  cup,  and  {lowly 
brought  it  to  her  lips,  but  the  water  was  infupportably 
bitter.  She  juft  talkd  it,  and  dafhed  It  to  the  ground, 
diluted  the  bittemefs  at  the  fountain  of  alabafter,  and 
refolved  to  keep  her  wit  with  all  its  confequences. 

Being  now  a  wit  for  life,  fhe  furveyed  the  various 
conditions  of  mankind  with  fuch  fuperiority  of  fentiment, 
that  Ihe  found  few  diflinftions  to  be  envied  or  defired, 
and  therefore  did  not  very  foon  make  another  vifit  to  the 
fountain.  At  length  being  alarmed  by  ficknefs,  (he  re- 
folved to  drink  length  of  life  from  the  golden  cup.  She 
B  b  4  returned 
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returned  elated  and  fecurc,  for  though  the  longevity  ac- 
quired was  indeterminate,  ihe  conr3dered  death  as  far 
diftant,  and  therefore  fuScred  it  not  to  intrude  upon  her 
pleafures. 

But  length  of  life  included  not  perpetual  health.  She 
felt  herfclf  continually  decaying,  and  faw  the  world  fading 
about  her.  The  delights  of  her  early  days  would  de- 
light no  longer,  and  however  widely  foe  extended  her 
view,  no  new  pleafure  could  be  found  j  her  friends,  her 
enemies,  her  admirers,  her  rivals  dropped  one  by  one 
into  the  grave,  and  with  thofe  who  fucceeded  them  fhe 
had  neidier  community  of  joys  nor  flrife  of  competition. 

By  this  time  ftie  began  to  doubt  whether  old  age 
were  not  dangerous  to  virtue ;  wliether  pain  would  not 
produce  peevifhnefs,  and  pecyilhnefs  impair  benevolence. 
She  thought  that  the  fpeftacle  of  life  might  be  too  long 
continuedj'and  the  vices  which  were  often  feen  might 
rwfe  lefe  abhorrence ;  that  refolution  might  be  Tapped'  by 
time,  and  let  that  virtue  fink,  which  in  its  firmefl  ftatc 
It  had  not  without  difficulty  fupported ;  and  that  it  was 
vain  to  delay  the  hour  which  muft  come  at  laft,  and 
might  come  at  a  time  of  lefs  preparation  and  greater 
inibecillity. 

Thefe  thoughts  led  her  to  UUnet,  whom  fiie  accom- 
panied to  the  flinty  fountain ;  where,  after  a  Ihort  com- 
bat with  herfe^f,  Ihe  drank  the  bitter  water.  They  walked 
back  to  the  favourite  bulh  penhve  and  lilent ;  and  now, 
faid  flie,  accept  my  thanks  for  the  laft  benefit  that  Flo- 
refa  can  receive.  Lady  tdintt  dropped  a  tear,  imprcITed 
upon  her  lips  the  final  kifs,  and  refigned  her,  as  Ihe  re- 
figned  herfeili  to  the  courfc  of  nature. 

A  D  V  E  R- 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

^ TO- THE   SQUKTM   EDITUH    OF    THE 

DICTIONARY  tf/rAf  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE*. 

MANY  arc  the  worlts  of  human  induftry,  which 
to  beg^n  and  finilh  are  hardly  granted  to  the  fame 
man.  He  that  undertakes  to  compile  a  Di^oniry, 
undertakes  that,  which,  if  it  comprehends  the  full  extent 
of  his  defign,  he  knows  himfelf  unable  to  perform.  Yet 
his  labours,  though  deficient,  may  be  ufeful,  and  with 
tlie  hope  of  tliis  inferior  praife,  he  muft  incite  his  aflivity, 
and  folace  his  wearinefs. 

■  Pcrfeftion  is  unattainable,  but  fearer  and  nearer  ap- 
proaches may  be  madej  and  finding  my  Diftionary 
about  to  be  reprinted,  I  have  endeavoured,  by'  a  re- 
vifa],  to'make  it  lels  reprchenfible.  1  will  not  dChy 
that  I  found  many  parts  requiring  emendation,  and 
many  more  capable  of  improvement.  Many  faults  I 
have  correfted,  fome  fuperfiuities  1  have  taken  away 
and  fome  deficiencies  I  have  fupplied.  I  have  metho^ 
difed  fome  parts  that  were  difordered,  and  illuminated 
fome  that  were  obfcure.  Yet  the  changes  or  additions 
bear  a  very  fmall  proportion  to  the  whole.  The  critic 
will  now  have  lefs  to  otgeft,  but  the  ftudent  who  has 
bought  any  of  the  former  copies  needs  not  repent  i  he 
will  not,  without  nice  collation,  perceive  how  they  differ; 
and  ufefulnefs  feldom  d^nds  upon  litde  thin^ 

For  negligence  or  deficience,  I  have  perhaps  not 
need  of  more  apology  than  the  nature  of  the  work 
will  fijrnilti;  I  have  left  that  inaccurate  which  never 
was  made  cxaft,  and  that  impcrfcib  which  never  wai 
completed. 

*  Publifhed  in  folio,  1773. 

Db. 
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De.  dodd's  address. 

On  receivuf  Sintekcs  of  Death,  Mtj  26.  1777* 

My  Lord, 

I  NOW  ftand  before  you  a  dreadful  example  of  hu- 
mwi  infirmity.  I  entered  upon  public  life  with  the 
eqiedadons  common  to  young  men,  vhofe  education 
has  been  liberal,  and  whofe  abilities  have  been  flattered : 
and,  when  I  became  a  clergyman,  confidcred  myfelf  as 
DOC  impairing  the  dignity  of  the  order.  I  was  not  an 
«£r,  nor,  I  hope,  an  ufelefs  minifter.  I  taught  the  truths 
<rf'Chriftianity,with  the  zeal  of  conviction,  and  the  au- 
thority of  irmocence.— My  labours  were  approved;  my 
palpit  became  popular;  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
that,  of  thofe  who  heard  me,  fome  have  been  frejeruei 
from  fm,  and  fome  have  been  reclaimed. — Condefcend, 
my  lord,  to  think,  if  thefe  confiderations  aggravate  my 
crime,  how  much  they  muft  embitter  my  punilhment ! 
Being  diftinguilhed  and  elevated  by  the  confidence  of 
mankind,  I  had  too  much  confidence  in  myielf :  and, 
dunking  my  integrity,  what  others  thought  it,  eftablifhed 
in  fincerity,  and  fortified  by  religion,  I  did  riot  confider 
die  danger  of  vanity,  nor  fufpeft  the  deceitfulncfs  of 
my  own  heart.  The  day  of  conflift  came,  in  which 
temptation  furprifed  and  overwhelmed  me.  I  com- 
mitted the  crime,  which  I  entreat  your  lordfhip  to  be- 
lieve that  my  confcieocc  hourly  reprefcnts  to  me  in  its 
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Rill  bulk  of  mUchief  and-  malignity.  Many  bare  been 
overpowered  by  temptation,  who  are  now  among  the 
penitent  in  heaven. 

To  an  a&,  now  waiting  the  decifion  of  rindi£tivc 
juflice]  I  will  not  prefume  to  oppofe  the  counterbalance 
of  almtrfl  thirty  years— a  gj<at  part  of  die  life  of  mai^— 
palTed  in  exddng  and  ezercifing  charity;  in  relieving 
fuch  dittrefies  as  I  now  feel;  in  admini^ring  thofe 
confolations  which  I  now  want.  I  will  not  otherwiie 
extenuate  my  offence,  than  by  declaring  what  I  hope 
will  appear  to  many,  and  which  many  circumAances 
make  probable,  that  I  did  not  intend  to  be  finaUf 
fraudulent  j  nor  will  it  become  me  to  apportion  my  own 
pumjbmentj  by  alledging  diat  my  fufferings  have  been , 
not  much  kfs  than  my  guilL 

I  have  fallen  from  reputadon,  which  ought  to  have 
made  me  cautious ;  and  from  a  fortune,  which  ought  Co 
have  given  me  content.  I  am  funk  at  once  into  poverty 
and  fcorn :  my  nune  and  my  crime  Bll  the  ballads  in  die 
ftreets ;  the  fport  of  the  thoughdcfi,  and  the  triumph 
of  the  wicked. 

It  may  feem  ftrange,  my  lord,  that,  remembering 
what  I  have  lately  been,  I  Ihould  ftill  wiHi  to  continue 
what  I  am.  But  contempt  of  death,  how  fpecioufly 
foever  it  mig^t  mingle  with  heathen  virtues,  has  nothing 
in  it  fuitable  to  Chriftian  penitence.  Many  motives 
impel  me  to  beg  eameffly  for  life.  I  feel  the  natural 
honor  of  a  Solent  death,  and  the  univerfal  dread  of  un- 
timely dtflblution.  I  am  defirous  to  recomp^nfe  the 
injury  I  have  done  to  die  clergy,  to  die  world,  and  to 
religion  i  and  to  c^e  die  fcaadal  of  my  crime,  by  the 
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eicaiYipIe  of  my  repentance.  Batj  above  all,  I  wifh  to 
die  vnth  thoughts  more  compofed,  and  calmer  prepa- 
ration. The  gloom  and  confufion  of  a  prifon,  the 
anxiery  of  a  trial,  the  horror  of  lufpenfc,  and  the  in- 
evitable viciflitudes  of  paflion,  leave  not  the  mind  in  a 
due  difpofiticm  for  the  hdly  exercifcs  of  prayer  and  felf- 
examinati6n.-i-I,et  not  a  little  life  be  denied  me,  in 
irfiich  I  may,  by  mflditaticm  and  contrition,  prepare 
.  rtiyielf  to  ftand  at  the  tribunal  of  Omnipotence,  and 
fepport  <he  prefence  of  that  JuJ^s,  who  IhaJl  diftributc 
f9  all  according  to  their  works ;  who  will  recdve  and 
j»»don  the  Fcpentuig  finncr  i  and  fnxn  whom  the  merci- 
ful fb^  obtain  mercy  1 

For  thcfe  reafons,  my  lord,  amidft  fliamcandmifcry, 
I  yet  wilh  to  live  i  and  moft  humbly  implore  that  I 
may  be  recommended  by  your  lordftup  to  the  clemency 
of  his  Majefly  1 
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UNHAPPY    BRETHREN.- 

Delivered  in  the  Chapel  of  NEWGATE,  on 
Friday,  June  6>  1777. 

Bf    WILLIAM     D  O  D  D,     LL.D. 
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To  the  Reverend  Mr.  VILLETTE, 
Okdinarv  of  Newgate. 

Reverend  Sir. 

THE  following  Addrds  owes  its  prefent  public  ap- 
pearance to  you.  I  read  ic  to  you  after  it  was  corn- 
poled,  and  you  thought  it  proper  to  be  delivered,  as  was 
intended.  You  heard  it  delivered,  and  are  pleafed  to 
think  that  its  publication  mil  be  ulcfuL — ^To  a  poor 
and  abjcfi:  worm,  like  myfclf,  this  is  a  fufficient  in- 
ducement to  that  publication ;  and  I  heartily  pray  God, 
that  in  your  hands  it  may  frequendy  and  eSei^ally 
admihifter  to  the  inftruftion  and  comfort  of  the  mi- 
ferable. 

I  am,  dear  Sir> 

With  my  fincercft  thanks  for  yo\ir  hunwie  and 
friendly  attention, 

Tourmdy  forrowful,  ._ 

and  much  afHided  Brother  in  ChrUl:, 


Friday.  June  6,  WILLIAM     D  O  D  D. 

'777- 
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My  dear  and  unhappy  Fellow-Prifoncrsj  '■'     {^|^' 

CONSIDERING  my  peculiar  circumftances  and      ] 
fituadon,  I  cannot  think  myfdf  juftiBed,  if  I  do 
not  deliver  to  you,  in  flncere  chriltian  lore,  &>me  of  my 
lerious  thoughts  on  our  prefent  awfiil  ftate.  ' 

In  the  fixtcenth  chapter  of  the  A£ts  of  the  Apc^es^      , 
you  read  a  memorable  ftory  refpefting  PaiiJ  and  SiJas,      ; 
who,  for  preaching  d>e  Gofpel,  were  caft  by  mag^ftratea      | 
into  prifon,  ver.  23.-- and^  after  having  received  many      ; 
(hipes,  were  committed  n>  xixj^Ur,  with  a  ftri£t  chai^ 
to  keep  them  lafely.    Accordingly  he  thruft  diem  inu> 
the  inner  prifon,  and  made  their  feet  faft  in  the  Hocks'^ 
At  midnight  Paul  and  Silas,  fuppoited  by  the  teitimony 
of  a  good  confcience,  prayed,  and  fung  prufes  to  Gbd^ 
and  the  prifoners  heard  them :  and  fuddenly  there  was 
a  great  earthquake,  fo  that  the  foundations  of  die  prifon 
were  fliaken ;  and  immediately  all  the  doors  were  opened, 
and  every  one's  chains  were  loofed.    The  keeper  o(  the 
prifon  awakii^  out  ef  liis  fleep,  and  feeing  the  prilbn 
doors  open,  in  the  greateft  diftreis,  as  might  well  be 
imagined,  drew  Ms  fword,  and  would  haw  killed  huiw 
Ctl£,  fuppoling  that  the  prilbaershad  been  fled.— B,uc 

Paul 


by  Google 


3*4     The   CONVICT's   ADDRESS 

Paul  cried  with  a  loud  voice.  Do  thyfelf  no  harm,  for 
VC  are  ^  herc-^-OThe  keeper,  calling  4bp  a  tigh«>  ena 
finding  his  prifoners  thus  freed  from  thrir  bonds  by  the 
imperceptible  agency  of  divine  power,  was  irrefiftibly 
convinced  tRat  diefe  men  were  not  offenders  againft  the 
law,  but  martyrs  to  the  truth :  he  fprang  in  therefore, 
and  cime  trembling,  and  fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas, 
and  brought  them  out,  and  faid.  Sirs,  What  must 

'I  DO  TO  BE  SAVED  ? 

fVbat  mu/i  I  do  to  bejaved  ?  is  the  important  queflion, 
which  it  becomes  every  human  being  to  ftudy  from  the 
firft  hour  of  reafop  to  the  laft :  but  which  wc,  my  felloW- 
prifoners,  ought  to  conlider  with  particdar  diligence  and 
intenfenefs  of  meditation.  Had  it  not  been  forgottenj 
or  neglefted  by  us,  we  had  never  ^jpesued  in  this  place. 
A  little  time  for  recolleikion  and  amendment  is  yet  ^- 
lowed  us  by  die  mercy  of  the  law.  Of  this  litde  time 
let  no  particle  be  loft.  Let  us  fill  our  remaning  ^ifc 
Tsth  all  t^  duties  whidi  our  prefent  condition  "allows  us 
m  prafiiie.  Let  us  make  one  eameft  effort  for  falva- 
tiwi ! — And  oh !  heavenly  Father,  who  defireft  not  the 
deirfi  of  a  finner,  grant  that  this  effort  may  not  be  in 
vainl  . :  .  ■ 

To  teach  others  what  they  mufi  do  to  he  faved,  has 
long  been  my  employment  and  profdSon.  fjYou  fee 
with  ^at  coofufien  and  difhonour  I  now  ftand  bdbre 
you^no  more  in  the  pulpit  of  inftruftien,  but  on  tWs 
'  humble  feat  with  yourfelves.'^Vou  arc  not  to  coiffider 
tak  .now  as  a  man  duthorifed  to  form  -the  manners;  en* 
dtred:  the  coirfcienoe,  and  fpeakingwiththe  autfaotityof 
a^Bft«>r.k}  fais:floc^'-*l-am  hcre-guSty^  like  yourfelns; 
•      .  of 
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of  A  capital  oScnce :  and  fentenced,  like  yourfelves,  to 
public  and  lliamefiil  death.  My  profeflion,  which  has 
given  me  ftronger  conviftions  of  my  duty  than  moft  of 
you  can  be  fuppofed  to  have  attained,  and  has  extended 
my  views  to  the  confequenccs  of  wickednefs  farther  than 
your  obfervadon  .is  likely  to  have  reached,  has  loaded 
my  fin  with  peculiar  aggravations }  and  I  entreat  you  to 
join  your  prayers  with  mine,  that  my  forrow  may  be 
proportionate  to  my  guilt ! 

I  am  now,  like  you,  enquiring,  what  Imufi  do  to  be 
Javed?  and  ftand  here  to  communicate  to  you  what  that 
enquiry  fti^;efts.  Hear  me  with  attention,  my  ftllow- 
prifoners  j  and  in  your  melancholy  hours  of  retirement, 
confider  well  what  I  offer  to  you  from  the  fincerity  of 
my  good-will,  and  from  the  deepefl;  conviction  of  a 
penitent  heart. 

Salvation  is  promifed  to  us  Chriftians,  on  the  terms 
oi  faitb,  obedience,  and  repentance.  I  fliall  therefore  en- 
deavour to  Ihcw,  how,  in  the  ihort  interval  between 
this  moment  and  death,  we  may  exert  faith,  perform 
obedience,  and  exercife  repentance,  in  a  manner  which  our 
heavenly  Father  may,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  vouchfafe 
to  accept. 

I.  Faith  is  the  foundation  of  all  Chriftian  virtue.  It 
is  that  without  which  it  is  impoffihle  to  pleaje  God.  I  Ihail 
therefore  confider,  firft,  How  faith  is  to  be  particularly 
exerted  by  us  in  our  prcfcnt  ftate. 

Paith  is  a  full  and  undoubting  confidence  in  the  de- 
clarations made  by  God  in  the  holy  fcriptures  j  a  fincere 
reception  of  the  doftrines  taught  by  our  blelTed  Saviour, 
wih  a  firm  affurancc  that  he  died  to  take  away  the  fins 
C  c  of 
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of  the  world,  and  that  we  have,  each  of  us,  a  part  in 
the  boundlefe  benefits  of  the  univerial  Sacrifice. 

To  this  faith  we  muft  have  recourfe  at  all  dmes,  bat 
particularly  if  we  find  ouriclves  tempted  to  defpur.  If 
thoughts  arife  in  our  minds,  which  fuggeft  that  we  have 
finned  beyond  the  hope  of  pardon,  and  that  thercfwe  it 
is  vain  to  fcek  for  reconciliation  by  repentance  j  we  muft 
rcrnerhber  how  God  wiUeth  that  every  man  fliould  be 
faved,  and  that  thofc  who  obey  his  call,  however  la^ 
Ihall  not  be  rcjefted.— If  we  aie  tempted  to  think  that 
the  injuries  we  have  done  are  unrepaired,  and  therefore 
repentance  is  vain  ;  let  us  remember  that  the  reparation 
which  is  impoflible  is  not  required  i  that  fmcerely  to 
vt'il],  is  to  do,  in  the  fight  of  Him  to  whom  all  beam 
are  open ;  and  that  what  is  deficient  in  our  endeavours 
is  fupplied  by  the  merits  of  Him  who  died  to  re- 
deem us. 

Yet  let  us  likewife  be  careful,  left  an  erroneous  opi- 
nion of  the  all-fuificiency  of  our  Saviour's  merits  lull  us 
into  careleffnefs  and  fecurity.  His  merits  are  indeed 
all-fufficient !  But  he  has  prefcribed  the  terms  on  which 
they  are  to  operate.  He  died  to  fave  finners,  but  to 
fave  only  thofc  finners  that  repent.  J^eier,  who  denied 
him,  was  forgiven,  but  he  obtained  his  pardon  l>y  weep- 
ing bitterly.  They  who  live  in  perpetual  regularity  of 
duty,  and  are  free  from  any  grofs  or  vifible  tranfgKflioif, 
are  yet  but  unprofitable  Jervants  :-^v/\a.t  then  are  vet, 
whole  crimes  are  haftening  us  to  the  grave  before  our 
time  ? — Let  us  work  with  fear  and  tremhlingy  but  ftitt 
let  us  endeavour  to  work  out  owfahatiott.  Let  us  ht^ 
without  prefumption  ;  let  us  fear  without  dcfperarion ; 

and 
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«nd  let  our  faith  animate  us  to  diac  which  we  were  to 
coiiiiderj 

Secondly,  "  Sincere  ohedience  to  the  laws  of  Gbd." 
Our  obedience,  for  the  fliort  time  yet  remaining,  is  re- 
ftnuned  to  a  narrow  circle.  Thote  duties,  which  are 
called  focial  and  relative,  are  for  the  moft  part'  out  of 
our  power.  We  can  contribute  very  linle  to  die  general 
happine^  of  mankind,  while  on  thofe,  whom  kindred 
and  fricndlhip  have  allied  to  us,  we  have  brought  dif- 
grace  and  forrow.  We  can  only  benefit  the  public  by 
an  example  of  contrition,  and  fortify  oar  friends  againft 
temptation  by  warning  and  admonition. 

The  obedience  left  us  now  to  pra£lifc  b  "  fubmiflion 
**  to  the  will  of  God,'  and  calm  acquiefcence  in  his 
"  wifdom  and  his  juftice."  We  muft  not  aUow-  oiir- 
Iclves  to  repine  at  thofe  miferies  which  have  followed 
our  o6ences,  but  fuffer,  with  filent  humility  and  rC' 
figned  pauence,  the  puniftunmt  which  we  deferve ;  re- 
membering that,  according  to  the  apoftle's  decilion,  do 
pr^e  is  due  to  them  who  bear  with  paiitnce  te  h<  ki^etei 
for  tbeir  fault. 

When  we  confider  the  wickednels  of  our  paft  lives, 
and  the  danger  of  having  been  fummoned  to  the  final 
judgment  without  prepMiition,  we  (hall,  I  hope,  gra- 
dually rife  fo  much  above  the  grols  conceptions  of  hu- 
m^  nature,  as  to  return  thanks  to  God  for  what  once 
feemed  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  evils — our  deteftion  and 
conviftion !— We  flirink  back,  by  immediate  and  in- 
ftinftive  terror,  from  the  public  eye,  turned  as  it  is 
upon  us  with  indignation  andcontempt.  Imprifonment 
is  affliftive,  and  ignominious  death  is  fearful !  But  let 
C  c  2  us 
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us  compare  our  condition  with  that  wHch  oin-  a£Hoits 
might  reafonably  have  incurred.— The  robber  mig^ 
■have  died  in  the  a£t  of  violence,  b7  lawful  refiftance. 
The  man  of  fraud  might  have  fiink  int»  the  grave,  while 
he  was  enjoying  the  gain  of  his  artifice :— and  vobere  then 
bad  been  our-hope  ?  We  have  now  leifure  for  thought ; 
we  have  opportunities  of  inftruftion :  and  whatever  we 
fuflfcr  from  offended  laws,  may  yet  reconcile  ourfelves 
to  God,  who,  if  we  fmcercly/«*  him,  wU  aOuredly  be 
found. 

But-how  are  we  ft  feek  the  Lord  ?  By  the  way  which 
he  hin^f  hath  s^ipointed  \  by  humble,  fervent,  and  fiv- 
quent  prayer.— Some  hours  of  worfhjp  arc  ^p«ntcd 
us ;  let  us  duly  oblerve  them.  Some  afliftance  to  our 
devotion  is  fupplied  j  let  us  thankfully  accept  it.  But 
let  us  not  reft  in  formality  and  prelcriptlon  :  let  us  call 
upon  God  night  and  day.  When,  in  the  review  of  rfie 
times  wluch  we  have  paft,  any  ofience  arifes  to  our 
thoiights,  let  us  humbly  implore  forgivenels ;  and  fctf 
thofe  faults  (and  many  they  are  and  muft  be)  which  we 
cannot  recoUeft,  let  us  follicit  mercy  in  general  peti- 
tions. But  it  muft  be  our  conftant  care,  that  we  pray 
not  merely  with  our  lips ;  \mx.  that  when  we  lament  our 
fins,  wc  are  really  humbled  in  felf-aWiorence  • ;  and 
that,  when  we  call  for  mercy,  we  raife  our  thou^ts  xa 
hope  and  truft  iii  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  the  merits 
of  our  blelTed  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift. 

The  reception  of  the  holy /acrament^  to  which  wc  fhatt 
be  called,  in  the  moft  folcmn  manner,  perhap»-ft  lew 

•  See  Jib,  chap.  xlii.  ver. 

hours 
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hours  before  we  die,  is  the  higheft  aft  of  Chriftian  wor- 
Jhip,  At  that  awful  moment  it  will  become  us  to  drop 
for  ever  all  worldly  thoughts,  to  fix  our  hopes  folely 
uptMi  Chrift,  whofe  death  is  reprcfented ;  and  to  confi- 
der  ourfelves  as  no  longer  connefted  with  mortality, — 
And,  poflibly,  it  may  pleafe  God  to  afford  us  fome  con- 
folation,  fome  fecret  intimations  of  acceptance  and  for- 
givencfs.  But  thcfe  radiations  of  favour  are  not  always 
felt  by  the  fincereft  penitents.  To  the  greater  part  of 
diofc  whom  angels  ftand  ready  to  receive,  nothing  is 
granted  in  this  world  beyond  rational  bspe  ;•■— and  with 
hope,  founded  on  prctaifg,  we  may  well  be  fadsfied. 

But  fuch  promifcs  of  falvadon  are  made  only  to  the 
fenitait.     It  is  requifite  then  that  we  coofider. 

Thirdly,  "  How  Ripentance  b  to  be  escrcifcd."  Re- 
pentance, in  the  general  ftate  of  Chriftian  life,  is  fuch  a 
ibrrow  for  fin  as  produces  a  change  of  manoers,  and  an 
amendment  of  life.  It  is  that  difpofition  of  mind,  by 
which  he  wbojiek,  Jleeis  m  mere  -,  .by  which  the  xvitked 
man  tumetb  away  frcm  Us  wUkedncfst  and  doth  that  wbt'cb 
is  lawfid  and  right.  And  to  the  man  thus  reformed,  it 
a  cxprefsly  promifcd,  that  he  JbaJi  /ave  his  Jnul  (^e  \. 
Of  diis  repentance  the  proofs  are  «fible,  and  the  reality 
certain,  always  to  the  penitent,  and  commonly  to  the. 
church  with  which  he  communicates  j  becaufe  the  ftate 
of  the  mind  js  dlfcovered  by  the  oucward  actions.— But 

t  There  cannot  be  a  (Ironger  exempliliution  of  thU  idea  tbas . 
the  condufi  of  the  Jajhr,  who  uttered  the  qaeftion,  will)  which 
we  commenced  our  enquiry— ^j6a/  Pall  I  datfht  /*veJ  f—'Vfh.zt 
X  ckinge  of  mind  and  minnen  wis  wroogbt  in  him  hj  tbe  power 
of  God!  Read  Acts,  chap.  xvl. 
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of  the  repentance  which  our  condition  requires  an4  ad' 
mics,  no  fijch  evidence  can  aj^ar;  for  to  us  many 
crimes  and  many  virtues  are  made  impoOible  by  con- 
pnemcnt;  and  the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  which  is  before 
us  gives  littk  power,  even  to  ourfelves,  of  diftinguilh- 
ing  the  effefts  of  terror  from  thofe  of  conviftion  j  of 
deciding,  whether  our  prefent  forrow  for  fm  proceeds 
from  abhorrence  of  guilt,  or  dread  of  puniflimeni ;  whe- 
ther the  violence  of  our  inordinate  paffions  be  totally 
fiibdued  by  the  fear  of  God,  or  only  crulhed  and  reftrain- 
cd  by  the  teniporary  force  of  prefent  calamity. 

,6ur  repentance  is  like  that  of  other  finiiers  on  die 
death-bed  i  but  with  this  advantage,  that  our  danger  is 
not  greater,  and  our  ftrength  is  more.  Our  faculties 
■ast  not  impaired:  by  weaknefs  of  body.  We  come  to 
the  great  work  not  withered  by  pains,  nor  clouded  by 
lie  fumes  of  difeafe,  but  with  minds  capable  of  con- 
tinued attention,  and  with  bodies,  of  which  we  need 
have  no  care !  we  may  therefore  better  difcharge  this 
tremendous  duty,  and  better  judge  of  our  own  per- 
formance. 

Of  the  efiicacy  of  a  death-bed  repentance  many  have 
difputcd ;  but  we  have  no  leifure  for  controverfy.  Fix 
in  your  minds'this  dedfion,  "  Repentance  is  a  change  of 
"  the  hearty  of  an  evil  to  a  good  difpofition."  .  When 
tfatf  change  is  made,  repentance  is  complete.  God  will 
confider  that  life  as '  amended,  which  would  have  been 
amended  if  he  had  fpared  it.  Repentance  in  the  fight 
of  man,  even  of  the  penitent,  is  not  known  but  by  its 
fruiti:  but  our  Creator  fees  the  fruit,  in  the  bloffom, 
pi  the  feed.    He  knows  thofe  refolutions  which  are  fixed, 

diofc 
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thofe  converrions  which  would  be  permanent ;  and  will 
receive  them  who  are  qualified  by  holy  defires  for  works 
of  righteoufnefs,  without  exafting  from  them  thofe  out- 
ward duties  which  the  fhortnefs  of  their  lives  hindered 
them  from  performing, 

Nothing  therefore  remains,  but  that  we  ^ply  with 
aU  our  fpeed,  and  with  all  ^mr  ftrength,  to  reflrify  our 
defires,  and  purify  our  thoughts  j  that  we  fee  God  be- 
fore us  in  all  his  goodnefs  and  terrors  ;  that  we  confider 
him  as  the  Father  and  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth ;  as  a 
Father,  defiroiis  to  fave ;  as  a  Judge,  who  cannot  par- 
don unrepented  iniquity  j  that  we  fall  down  before'  hira 
felf-condemned,  and  excite  in  our  hearts  an  intenfe  de- 
teftation  of  thofe  crimes  which  have  provoked  him  s 
with  vehement  and  fteady  refolutions,  tlut  if  life  were 
granted  us,  it  Ihould  be  fpent  hereafter  in  the  practice 
of  our  duty  * ;  that  we  pray  the  giver  o(  grace  to  ftrengthen 
and  imprefs  thefc  holy  thoughts,  and  to  accept  our  re- 
pentance, though  late,  and  in  its  beginnings  violent; 
that  we  improve  fvery  good  motion  by  diligent  prayer  j 
^nd  having  declared  and  co)\J}rmed-\  out  faUb  by  the  Jioly- 

"  JJec  »  Cor.  ch.  v.  ver.  14,  ij. 

f  I  would  have  thU  exprelCoii  to  be  particularly  atteaded  to— 
While  ag  a  dying  man,  and  with  all  poOible  fincerity  of  fool,  I 
add,  that  if  I  could  with  to  AJarr  my  faith,  I  know  not  of  any 
words  in  which  I  could  do  it  <b  well,  and  lb  perfeaiy  to  my  fatir- 
ftaion,  a>  ID  the  Ctmmimm  (ttv'u^  of  our  Church  :  and  if  I  vonld 
isrifli  to  (m/cw  that  faith,  I  know  not  of  any  appointed  method  la 
thoroughly  adapted  to  that  end  at  farlieipatieii  in  tljat  commanioa. 

itfelF. See  particularly  in  this  fervice,  iheExieriatieii.  Ctn/iJ^em, 

prayer  beginning  ffe  da  net  frtfiimt,  liC.—Cea/ecratitii—siad  prayer 
after  receiving,  O  LtrJ  md  btawufy  Ptubtr,  tc. — CoaviAi  flioald 
diligently  |iid  repcMcdly  read  over  the  fervice  bcfon  they  ^mmn- 

nicate- 

C  C  4  com- 
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communion, — we  deliver  ourielves  into  his  hands,  in 
firm  hope,  that  he  who  created  and  redeemed  us  vrill  not 
fuffer  us  to  periQi.    Rom.  v.  8.  viii.  32. 

The  condition,  irithout  which  forgivenefs  is  not  to  be 
obtained,  is  that  we  for^ve  others.  There  is  always  a 
dwger  left  men,  frefli  from  a  trial  in  which  life  has  been 
loft,  jhould  remember  with  refentment  and  malignity 
the  profecutor,  the  witnefles,  or  the  judges,  it  is  in- 
deed fcarce  poflible,  that  with  all  die  prgudices  of  an 
intereft  fo  weighty,  and  fo  affefting,  die  convift  Ihould 
think  otherwife,  than  that  he  has  been  treated,  in  fome 
part  "of  the  procefs,  with  unneCeffaiy  feverity.  In  this 
opinion  he  is  perhaps  fingular,  and  therefore  probably 
miftaken.  But  there  is  no  time  for  difquilidon :  we 
muft  try  to  find  the  Ihorteft  way  to  peace.  It  is  ealier 
to  forgive,  than  to  reafon  right.  He  that  has  been  in- 
jurioufly  or  unneceflarily  harrafled,  has  one  opportunity 
inorc  of  pro\dng  his  fuicerity,  by  forgiving  the  wrongs 
and  praying  for  his  enemy. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  penitent  to  repair,  Jo  ^  as  he  has 
die  power,  the  injury  which  he  has  done.  What  we  can 
do  is  commonly  nothing  more  than  to  leave  the  world 
an  example  of  contririon.  On  the  dreadflil  day,  when 
the  fentence  of  the  law  has  its  full  force,  fome  will  be 
found  to  have  afi^Aed  a  fhamelefs  bravery,  or  neg^gent 
intrepidity.  Such  is  not  the  proper  behaviour  of  a 
conviftcd  criminal.  To  rqoice  in  tortures,  is  the  pri- 
vilege of  a  rnartyr ;  to  meet  death  with  intrepidity,  is 
the  right  only  pf  innocence,  if  in  any  human  being  in- 
nocence could  be  found.  Of  him  whofe  life  is  fiiOTtencd 
by  his  crimes,  the  laft  duties  are  humility  and  felf- 
abafemcot, 
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abafement.  We  owe  to  God  fincerc  repentance ;  tve 
owe  to  man  the  appearance  of  repentance.— We  ought 
not  to  propagate  an  opinion,  that  he  who  lived  in  wick- 
cdncfs  can  die  with  courage.  If  the  fercnity  or  gwety, 
with  which  fome  men  have  ended  a  life  of  guilt,  were 
unfeigned,  they  can  be  impuKd  only  to  ignorance  or 
ftupidity,  or,  what  is  more  horrid,  to  voluntary  inton- 
cation : — if  they  were '  artificial  and  hypocritical,  they 
are  afts  of  deception,  the  ufelefs  and  unprofiuble  crimes 
of  pride  unmortified,  and  obftinacy  unfubdued. 

There  u  yet  another  crime  poffible,  and,  as  diete  is 
reafon  to  believe,  fometimes  committed  in  the  h&  mo- 
m«it,  on  the  margin  of  eternity. — Men  have  died  with 
a  ftedfaft  denial  of  crimes,  of  which  it  is  very  difficult 
to  fuppofe  them  innocent.  By  what  equivocation  <w 
referve  they  may  have  reconciled  their  confciences  to 
(alihood,  if  their  confciences  were  at  all  confultcd,  it  is  ■ 
impoffible  to  know.  But  if  they  thougjit,  that,  when 
they  were  to  die,  they  paid  their  legal  forfeit,  and  that 
the  world  had  no  farther  demand  upon  them;  that 
therefore  they  might,  by  keeping  their  own  fecrets,  try 
to  leave  behind  them  a  diiputable  reputation  ;  and  that 
the  feJUhood  was  harmlefs,  becaufe  none  were  injured  i 
—they  had  very.Utde  confidered  the  nature  of  fociety. 
One  of  the  principal  parts  of  national  felicity  arifes  fiom 
a  wife  and  impartial  adminiftrarion  of  juftice.  Every 
man  repofes  upon  the  tribunals  of  his  country  the  fta- 
bility  of  poffeffion,  and  the  fereniry  of  life.  He  there- 
fore who  unjuftly  expofes  the  courts  of  judicature  to  fuf- 
picion,  either  of  partiality  or  error,  not  only  does  an  in- 
jury to  xkok  who  difpenfe_  the  laws^  but  diminifhes  the 

public 
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pi^ljc  confidence  in  the  laws  tbemfelves,  and  Ihakes  the 
foundatton  of  public  tranquillity, 

FtM-  my  own  part,  I  confefs,  widi  dcepeft  compunc- 
tkm,  the  crime  wMch  has  broi^ht  me  to  thb  place  -,  and 
admit  the  juftice  of  my  fentence,  while  I  am  linking 
under  its  feveriiy.  And  I. earneHly  exhort  you,  my  fel- 
low-priftmers,  to  acknowledge  the  offences  which  have 
bean  already  proved }  and  to  bequeath  to  our  country 
that  confidence  in  public  jufticc,  without  which  there 
can  be  neither  peace  nor  fafety. 

As  few  men  fuiFer  for  their  firft  offences,  and  moft 
convifts  are  confcious  of  more  crimes  than  have  been 
l»t>u^t  within  judicial  cognizance,  it  is  necelTary  to  en- 
quire how  far  coofefTion  ought  to  be  extended.  Peace 
of  mind,  or  dclire  of  inftru£tion,  may  fometimes  de- 
imnd,  that  to  the  minifier,  whofe  counfcl  is  requefted, 
i  iMig  courfe  of  evil  life  flioiild  be  difcovered  ;-— but  of 
dm  every  man  muft  determine  for  himfelf. — To  the 
public,  every  man,  before  he  departs  from  li&,  is  obliged 
to  confefs  thofe  ads  which  have  brought,  or  may  brin^ 
unjuft  fufpicion  upon  others  j  and  to  convey  fuch  infor- 
mation as  may  enable  thofe  who  have  fuffcred  loflea 
to  obt»n  reftitutton. 

Whatever  good  remains  in  our  power  we  muft  dili- 
gently perfonn. — We  muft  prevent,  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  power,  all  the  evil  confequences  of  our  crimes.—. 
We  muft  fiji^ve  all  who  have  injured  us.-- We  mul^  bjr 
fervency  of  ^yer,  and  cohftancy  in  mcditauon,  en- 
deavour to  reprels  all  worldly  paflions,  and  generate  in 
our  minds  that  love  of  goodnefs,  and  hatred  of  fui, 
which  may  fit  u^  for  the  focicty  of  heavenly  minds.—, 

And, 
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Andy  finally,  ire  muft  commend  and  entruft  our  Ibub 
to  HIM,  who  died  Tot  the  fins  of  mcnj  with  eameft 
wiftKS  and  humble  hopes,  that  he  will  admit  tis  with 
the  labourers  who  entered  the  vineyard  at  the  /^  Aear, 
and  aflbciate  w  with  tta  thief  whom  he  pardoned  on      /, 

die  crofs!   . ■ '*,■.  ■ 

To  this  gre«  end,  you  -mU  nor"reftife  to  unhe  wth      V ;' . 
me,  on  bended  knees,  and  with  humbled  heartB,  in  &r- 
yent  prayer  to  the  throne  of  grace !  May  the  Father  of 
mercy  hear  our  fupplicarions,  and  hate  compaffion  upon 


Jc' 


"  O  almighty  l^rdGod,  the  righttoas  Jitdob  of  aB 
5.«  the  earth,  who  in  thy  providential  juftice  ddl  fre- 
"  quently  infUft  fevere  vengemce  upon  finneis  in  this 
f  life,  that  thou  mayeft  by  their  fad  examples  elfe&i- 
"  ally  deter  others  from  committing  the  like  heinous 
*•  offences ;  and  that  (hey  themfelves,  truly  repenting  of 
f*  their  faults,  may  efcapc  the  condemnation  of  hell  :-^ 
f*  look  down  in  mercy  upon  us,  thy  Jorrowfid  Jeroamsy 
*'  whom  thou  hafl:  fuffered  to  become  the  uidizppy  ab- 
«  je6ts  of  offended  juflice  in  this  world  ! 

«  Give  us  a  thorough  fenfe  of  all  thofe  evil  iheughtsj 
f*  wordSi  and  works^  which  have  fo  provoked  thy  pari- 
*'  ence,  that  thou  haft  been  pleafed  to  permit  this  pub- 
*•  fie  and  Ihamcful  judgment  to  faH  upon  us  j  and  grant 
f*  iM  foch  a  portion  of  grace  and  godly  fincerity,  Aat 
**  we  may  heartHy  confds,  and  unfeignedly  repent  of 
J'  every  breach  of  thoft  moft  holy  laws  and  ordimmeesy 
»•  ijohkh  if  a  man  do.,  he  jhall  even  Irve  in  them. 

"  Let  no  root  of  bittemefs  and  malice,  no  habicaal 

**  and  deadly  fin,  cither  of  omj^m  or  ecmnuffim,  remun 

'5  **  undif- 
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"  un^fturbed  in  cujr  hearts  1  But  enable  us  to  make  our 
*'  repentance  uniTcrfal,  without  the  leaft  flattering  or  de- 
"  ceitfiil  rcferve,  that  fo  wc  may  clciu-  our  confciences 
«  before  we  clofe  our  eyes. 

"  And  now  that- thou  haft  brought  us  within  the  view 
"  of  our  long  home,  and  made  us  fenTible,  that  the  time 
"  of  our  diflblution  draweth  near ;  endue  us,  we  hum- 
**  bly  pray  thee,  O  gracious  Father,  with  fiich  christian 
«  fortitude,  that  neither  the  terrors  of  thy  prcfent  dif- 
"  peniiuions,  nor  the  remenJ}ruice  of  our  former  fins, 
•'  may  have  power  to  fink  our  fpirits  into  a  defpon- 
?  dency  of  thy  everlafting  mercies  in  the  adorable  fon 
"  of  thy  love. 

"  Wean  our  thoughts  and  affeftions,  good  Lord,  Grom 
**  all  the  vain  and  delufive  enjoyments  of  this  tranfitwy 
*^  world ;  that  we  may  not  only  widi  padent  refign^ion 
**  fubmit  to  the  appointed  ftroke  of  death,  but  that  our 
"  &th  and  hope  may  be  fo  elevated,  that  we  may  con- 
"  ceive  a  longjng  defire  to  be  diflxdved  fi^m  thefc  our 
"  earthly  tabernacles,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is 
"  far  better  than  all  the  h^pineis  wc  can  wiih  for  be- 
«  fides ! 

.  "  And  in  a  due  fenfe  of  our  own  extraordinary  wjmt 
*5  of  foi^ivenefe  at  thy  hands,  and  of  our  utter  unwor- 
*f  thiriefs  of  th?  very  leaft  of  all  thy  fevours — of  die 
«  meaneft  crumbs  which  fall  from  thy  uble— Oh !  bleffed 
«  Lrad  Jefus !  make  us  fo  truly  and  univerfally  chari- 
"  table,  that  in  an  undiffemblcd  comphance  with  thy  own 
*'  awfiil  command,  and  moft  endearing  exam{de>  we 
**  may  both  freely  forgive  and  cordially  pray  for  our 
"  moft  inveterate  memies,  ferjtmm^  ^^Jlaaderersl-^ 
«  Fot;g^c 
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••  FoTffve  them,  O  Lord,  we  befecch  thee— turn  iheir 
"  hearts,  and  fill  them  with  thy  love ! 

«  Thus,  may  we  humbly  truft,  our  forrowful  prayers 
"  and  tears  will  be  acceptable  in  thy  fight.  Thus  fliall 
"  we  be  qualified,  through  Chrift,  to  exchange  this  dif- 
*'  mal  bodily  confinement  [and  thefe  uneafy  fetters]  for 
*•  the  g^rious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God.— And  thus 
"  Ihall  our  t^al  doom  upon  euth  be  changed  into  a 
**  comfortable  declaration  of  mercy  in  the  higheft  hea- 
*'  vena : — and  all  through  thy  moft  precious  and  all- 
«  fufficient  merits,  O  blcffcd  Saviour  of  mankind  !-t- 
"  who  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  livefl:  in^ 
"  reigneft  ever,  om  GeJ,  world  without  end.  Amen  *." 

*  See  RoiiiLL*>  Pri/Mur's  Dinfftr:—^  work  of  fbme  merit-^ 
and  which  I  hare  endekvonied,  id  my  melancholy  honn  of  leirnre, 
to  T«vife,  and  {I  humbly  hope)  improre ;  and  mean  to  leire  be- 
hind me,  in  the  hands  of  the  Ordinary,  as  a  final!  teflunony  of 
my  fincere,  bat  very  weak,  endeaToon  for  the  he&  wcl&reof  an- 
happy  men  in  confinement ;  to  whom  I  have  written  a  gencMl  J^ 
dri/i,  to  be  prefixed  to  the  new  edition  ^  Roehll. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

WJ"  HAT  is  to  be  expefted  in  Ac  following  papers, 
•  *  their  titles  fufficiently  indicate.  The  intereft 
taken  by  the  public  in  the  fentence  of  the  unfbttunatt! 
man  to  whom  they  relate,  naturally  produced  this  pub- 
lication. 

He  that  commits  thefe  papers  to  the  preis,  defires  not 
to  be  conlldered  as  approving  or  condemning.  He 
means  to  gratify  the  boneft  curiofity  of  the  reader,  and 
hopes  that  lus  curiofity  may  end  in  ufefjl  meditation. 

The  papers  are  printed  without  any  alteration,  except 
the  omiffion  of  a  few  words  in  one  of«the  letters,  which 
had  ai  perfonal  reference,  and  which  tbcrefMc  it  was 
proper  to  fupprefi. 
.  -  .  The 
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The  moft  impwtant  of  thefc  pieces  is  the  criminal't 
account  t^himfelf,  which  one  of  his  fiiends  advilcd  him 
to  have  dilated  more ;  but  the  day  of  execution  was  ap- 
proaching, and  he  may  be  eafily  forgiven  if  he  left  his 
ftory  imperfcft.  He  had,  we  ought  to  hope,  other 
emfAiyment. 


•  Dr.  D  O  D  D's  Account  of  Himfelf. 

THE  greateft  afBi^tioa  and  opprel&on  to  my  mioii 
at  pcefent  is,  the  piercing  reBe^on  that  I,  who  hsvc 
lived  all  my  Ufe  in  an  endeavour  to  prwnote  the  tnitfa 
of  Chriftianity,  fliould  now  become  an  obftade  to  that 
tnidi,  and  a  fcandal  to  that  profcffion ;— that  I,  who 
have  wuli  ajl  my  power,  and  with  all  Sincerity,  labour^ 
to  do  good,  and  be  a  bkSng  to  my  feUow-creanircs, 
fhould  now  become  an  evil  and  a  curie.  What  fhall  I, 
can  I,  ought  I  to  do,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  me  lies, 
any  luch  dresdfld  confequences  of  my  fhame  and  my 
crime  i  Will  a  public  atteftatioa  of  my  fincere  beU^  of 
Chrifiianity,  and  an  ingenuous  detail  and  confcflion  of 
my  ofiences,  be  of  any  avail  ?'— In  order  to  do  this,  and 
to  acquunt  you  in  few  words  with  a  perfeft  knowledge 

*  Of  tUi  accoant  Dr.  Dodd  may  be  laid  to  have  only  drawn 
the  onttinn ;    the  pifturc,  m  it  sppean,   wai  finillied  by  Dr. 
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of  myfeU;  (though  I  fliould  mfli  to  do  it  more  fuHy) 
be  lb  good  as  te  cxinGder  the  few  following  particulars. 

I  enured  very  young  on  public  life,  very  innocent- 
very  igiKM'ant — and  very  ingenuous.  I  lived  many  h^py 
years  at  Weil  Ham,  in  an  uninterrupted  and  fuccefsful 
difchaige  of  my  duty.  A  difappointment  m  the  living 
of  that  parilh  obliged  me  ta  exert  myfelf,  and  I  engaged 
for  a  chapel  near  Buckingham  Gate.  Great  fuccefs  at- 
tended the  undertalung :  it  pleafed  and  elated  me.  At 
die  lame  time  Lord  Cbejiafieldf  to  whom  I  was  per- 
Iboally  unknown^  o^red  me  the  care  of  his  heir,  Mr. 
S — *,  By  the  advice  of  my  dear  friend,  now  in  heaven. 
Dr.  Squire,  I  engaged  under  promifes  which  were  not 
perftMined.  Such  a  diftinftion  too,  you  muft  know, 
lerved  to  increafe  a  young  man's  vanity.  I  was  natu- 
rally led  into  more  extenfive  and  important  conneftions, 
apd,  of  courfe,  into  greater  cxpences,  and  more  diflipa- 
tions.  Indeed,  before,  X  never  diflipated  at  all— for 
many,  many  years,  never  feeing  a  play-houft,  or  any 
public  place,  but  H'nng  entirely  in  ChrifUan  duties. 
Thus  bnnight  to  town,  and  introduced  to  gay  life,  I 
fell  into  its  fiiares.  Ambitbn  and  vanity  ted  me  on. 
My  temper,  naturally  chearful,  was  pleafed  with  com- 
pany i  naturally  generous,  it  knew  not  the  ufe  of  money} 
it  was  a  ftranger  to  the  ufcfU  fcience  of  oeconomy  and 
frugality ;  nor  could  it  withhold  from  difbeG,  what  it 
too  much  (often)  wanted  itfelf. 

Befidcsthis,  the  habit  of  uniform,  regular,  fober  piety, 
and  of  watchfiilnefs  and  devouon,  wearing  oif,  amidft 

•  The  prefeat  Lord  Chefterfield. 
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this  unavoidable  fcene  of  dillipadoni  I  was  not^  as  at 
IVefi  Ham,  the  innocent  man  that  I  lived  there.  \ 
commitced  ofiences  againft  my  God  1  which  yet,  X  blefs 
him,  were  always,  in  refleftion,  deteftableio  me. , 

But  my  greateft  evil  was  expence.  To  fupply  it  I 
fell  into  the  dreadful  and  ruinous  mode  of  r^fing  money 
by  annuities.  The  annuities  devoured  me.  Still  I  exerted 
myfelf  by  every  means  to  do  what  I  thought  right,  and 
built  my  hopes  of  perfeft  extrication  from  all  my  diffi- 
culties when  my  young  and  beloved  pupil  Ihould  come 
of  age.  But  alas  !  during  tliis  interval,  which  was  not 
very  long,  I  declare  with  folemn  truth,  that  I  never  varied 
from  the  fte^y  belief  of  the  Chriftian  doftrines !  I 
preached  them  with  all  my  power,  and  kept  back  nothing 
from  my  congregations  which  I  thought  might  tend  to 
their  beft  welfare ;  and  I  was  very  fuccefsfiil  in  this  way" 
during  the  time.  Nor,  though  I.  fpent  in  diffipation 
many  hours  which  I  ought  nor,  but  to  which, my  con- 
nexions inevitably  led,  was  I  idle  during  this  period : 
as  my  Commentary  on  the  Bible,  my  Sermons  to  Young 
Men,  and  feveral  other  publications  prove.  I  can  fay 
too,  with  plcafure,  that  I  ftiidioudy  employed  my  in- 
tereft,  throu^  the  connexions  I  had,  for  die  good  of 
others ;  I  never  forgot  or  negle»^ed  the  caufe  of  th? 
diftrefled ;  many,  if  need  were,  could  bear  me  wimefs. 
Let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  during  this  period  I  inftituted 
the  charity  for  the  Difcharge  of  Debtors. 

Such  is  the  pl»n  and  ingenuous  detail  of  myfelf.     I 

fincercly  lament  all  I  have  done  wrong.     I  love,  and 

ever  did,  religion  and  goodnefs.    I  hate  and  abhor  vice, 

and  myfelf'  for  eVer  having  committed  any.    I  look 

D  d  with 
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with  peculiar  deteftauon  on  the  crime  to  which  I  am  at 
prefent  obnoxious ;  and  I  wilh  befoFC  I  die,  of  all  things, 
if  it  be  poflible,  to  make  amends — by  the  moft  fincerc 
and  full  confeflion  and  humtliaii<m  of  myCc]f. 

W.    DODD. 

May  21,  1777.  ■ 


The  following  DECLARATION  Dr.  DODD 
inclofed  in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend  fome  time 
before  he  fui!ered. 

THOUGH  I  acknowledge  In  all  Its  atrocity,  and 
mote  clpecially  *ith  a  view  to  my  peculiar  cirCumftances 
and  character,  the  ofience  for  whkh  I  fufier,— yet,  ctm- 
fidering  that  it  is  pUnifiied  with  fuch  fanguinary  feverity 
in  no  commercial  flatc  under  heaven }  and  that  in  my 
cafe  it  has  been  fully  atoned  for,  fo  far  as  human  crea- 
,tures  can  atone  10  each  other  j  I  cannot  but  judge  my 
punifhment  rather  hard :— and  lUll  more  fo,  as  that 
public  (for  whofe  benefit  and  example  fuch  ignbminioiB 
death  and  puni^ment  can  alone  be  intended)  has  with 
a  pleading)  and  almoft  unanimous  voice  iupplicated 
the  throne,  in  the  moft  humble  manner,  to  fiiew  mercy, 
and  avert  the  abhorred  ftroke,  by  afligning  another, 
though  perhaps  not  lefs  affliftive  puniftiment- 

In  this  difpenfation,  however,  I  look  far  beyond  the 
hand  of  poor  human  vengeance,  and  adore  the  juftice 

and 
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and  goodnefs  of  God,  who  correaing  me  in  judgment 
for  deviations  from  the  purity  o£  his  Gofpel,  as  a  dif- 
nnguiihed  minifler  of  it,  has  been  pleafed  to  call  me 
thus  by  death  to  proclaim  my  repentance,  and  to  atttft 
my  faith  in  Him;  and  to  declare  to  all  my  feltow- 
creatures,  and  to  my  beloved  countrymen  in  pardcular, 
for  whofe  love  to  me  I  am  under  the  highefi:  obligations, 
my  firm  beUef  of  the  principles  which  I  have  long 
preached,  and  in  my  writings  delivered  with  the  utmoft 
truth  and  fincerity,  and  which  I  thus  feal  with  my  blood, 
,  in  perfeft  refignation  to  the  will  of  my  adorable  Matter, 
and  in  a  firm  dependence  on  thofe  principles  for  the  fal- 
vari(»i  of  my  own  foul. 

W.    DODD. 


LETTERS  to  two  noble  Lords  of  his  Majcfty*a 
Moft  Honuurable  Privy  Council, 

LETTER    I. 

Myloid,* 

I  HAVE  committed  a  capital  crime,  for  which  the 
fentcnce  of  the  law  has  pafTed  upon  me ;  and  whether 
that  fentence  fhall  be  executed  in  its  full  rigour,  may, 
perfiaps,  depend  upon  the  fuflrage  of  your  lofdfhip. 

The  (hame  and  felf-reproach  with  which  I  now  folicit 
your  commiferation,  I  hope  no  man  will  ever  feel,  who 

•  LordWnrrh,  rtiw  Pfimi  Miniflw  --      U  i-  ~- 
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has  not  deferved  to  feel  them  tike  myfelf.  BiH  I  i^ 
not  defpair  of  being  heard  with  pity,  when,  under  the 
terrors  (^  a  fpeedy  and  di%raceful  death,  I  moft  humUy 
implore  your  lordfhip's  intcrceffion. 

My  life  has  not  been  whc^y  ufdefs ;  I  have  hbouitd 
in  my  calling  diligently  and  fuccefsfully  j  but  ftKcds 
inflamed  my  vanity,  and  my  heart  betrayed  me.  Vio- 
tent  pallions  have  expofed  me  to  violent  lamptatkms ; 
but  I  am  not  the  fitft  whom  temptation  has  overthrown. 
I  have,  in  all  my  deviations,  kept  Right  always  in  view, 
and  have  invmably  revived  to  return  to  it.  Whether, 
in  a  profperous  ftate,  I  Ihould  have  kept  my  rdbhitioo, 
public  julHce  has  not  fuflered  me  toknow. 

My  crime  has  been  indeed  atrocious,  but  my  punilh- 
ment  has  not  been  Ughc.  From  a  heighth  of  repuca- 
don,  which  perhaps  ruled  envy  in  others,  and  certainly 
produced  pride  in  myfelf,  I  have  fallen  to  the  loweft 
And'  grofieft  infainy  {  from  an  income  which  pnxknce 
might  have  made  plentiful,  I  am  reduced  to  live  on 
thofe  remans  of  charity  which  infamy  has  left  me. 

When  fo  much  has  been  given  to  juftice,  I  hund>Iy 
intreat  that  life,  fuch  as  it  muft  now  be,  may  be  given 
to  mercy  j  and  that  your  lordfhip's  influence  may  be 
employed  in  di^fisg  our  Soverdgn  to  lo<^  \mh  com- 
paflion  on> 

My  lord. 

Your  lordfliip's 

Moft  humble  fiipplicut^ 

WILLIAM  DODD. 
Juneii,  1777- 

LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    li. 

My  lord,* 

NOT  many  days  are  now  to  pals  before  die  fate  of 
one  of  the  moft  nuferable  of  human  beings  will  be 
finally  determined  The  efficacy  of  your  lordlhip's  voice 
is  well  known;  and  whether  I  Ihall  immedi«ely  fuflfer 
an  ignominious  death,  or  wander  the  reft  of  my  days  in 
ignominious  exile,  your  opinion  will  probably  determine. 
Do  not  refufe,  my  lord,  to  hear  the  plea,  whatever  it 
may  be,  which  I  humbly  oppofe  to  the  extremity  of 
juftice. 

I  acknowledge,  my  lord,  the  atrocioufnels  of  my 
crime  -,  I  admit  the  truth  of  the  verdift  thai  condetfined 
me;  yet  I  hope,  that  when  my  evil  is  cenfured,  my 
good  may  likewife  be  remembered ;  and  that  it  may  be 
conlidercd  how  much  that  fociety,  which  is  injured  by 
my  fraud,  has  been  benefited  by  my  charitable  labours. 
■^I  have  offended ;  I  am  penitent ;  I  entreat  but  for 
life,  for  a  life  which  muft  pafs  cert^nly  in  dilhonour, 
and  probably  in  want.  Do  not  refufe,  my  lord,  to  com- 
paffionate  a  man  who,  blafted  in  fame,  and  ruined  in 
f<Mtune,  yet  Ihrinks  with  terror  from  the  precipice  of 
eternity.  Let  me  hve,  however  mifwable ;  and  let  my 
miferies  warn  all  thofe  to  whom  they  fhall  be  known, 
3g^nft  felf-indulgence,  vanity,  and  profufion. 

Once  more,  my  lord,  let  me  beg  for  life  j  and  wheft 
you  fee  me  going  from  the  gloom  of  a  prifon  to  tht 

*  Eul  Muifield. 
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penury  of  baniftimcnt,  do  not  confidcr  public  juftice  as 
wholly  unfatisfied  by  the  fufferiDgs  of. 
My  lord. 

Your  lordfhip's 

Moft  humble  fupplicant, 

WILLIAM  DODD. 
June  II,  1777. 


[Dr.  DODD's  Petition,  prefcntcd  by  his 
Brother.] 

To  the  KING'S  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

SIR, 

I T  is  moft  humbly  reprefcotcd  to  your  Majefty  by 
jyUliam  Dodd,  the  unhappy  convid  now  lying  undw 
Sentence  of  death : 

That  JVilliam  Bodd,  acknowledging  the  juftice  of  the 
fcntence  denounced  againft  him,  has  no  hope  or  refuge 
but  in  your  Majefty's  clemency. 

That  though  to  recollect  or  mention  the  ufefulnds 
of  his  life,  or  the  efficacy  of  his  miniftry,  muft  over- 
whelm him,  in  his  prefent  condition,  with  ftiame  and 
ibrrow,  he  yet  humbiy  hopes  that  his  paft  labours  will 
not  wholly  be  forgotten ;  and  that  the  zeal,  with  which 
he  has  exhorted  others  to  a  good  life,  though  it  does  not 
extenuate  his  crime,  may  mitigate  hb  punilhment. 

That 
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That  debafcd  as  he  b  by  ignominy,  and  diftreffcd 
as  he  is  by  poverty,  fcomcd  by  the  world,  iuid  detefted 
by  himftlf,  deprived  of  all  external  comftnts,  and  afiUdted 
by  confcioufiicfc  of  guilt,  he  can  derive  no  hopes  of 
longer  life,  but  that  of  repairing  the  injxuy  he  has  done' 
to  mankind,  by  exhibiting  an  example  of  Ihame  and 
fubmiflion,  and  of  e^iating  his  fins  by  prayer  and 
penitence. 

That  for  this  end  he  humbly  implores  from  the 
clemency  of  your  Majefty,  the  continuance  of  a  life 
legally  forfeited ;  and  of  the  days  which  by  your  gracious 
companion  he  may  yet  live,  no  one  Ihall  pafs  without  a 
prayer,  that  your  Majefty,  after  a  long  life  of  hs^pi-. 
litis  and  honour,  may  ftand,  at  the  day  of  final  judgt 
men^  among  the  merciful  that  obtain  mercy. 

So  fervently  prays  the  moft  diftrelled  and  wretched 
(rf"  your  Majefly's  fyl^efts, 

WIJ-LJAM  DODD, 


[Mrs,  DODD's  Petition,  prefentcd  by  hcriclf.] 

To  the  QJJEEN's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty. 

MADAM, 
I T  is  moft  humbly  reprefented  by  Mary  Bodd^  difc 
wife  of  Dr.  WiUiam  Ded^j  now  lying  in  prifbn  under 
fentence  of  death : 

D  d  4  That 
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That  (he  has  been  the  wife  of  this  unh^py  man 
more  than  twenty-feven  years,  and  has  lived  widi  him 
in  the  greaceft  happinefs-  of  conjugal  union,  and  the 
higheil  ftate  of  conjug^  ccHifidence. 

That  fhe  has  been  a  conftaijt  witncls  of  his  unwearied 
endeavours  (or  public  good,  and  his  ti^rious  attendance 
on  charitable  inftitutions.  Mafly  are  the  families  whom 
his  care  has  delivered  &om  want;  miuiy  are  die  heart) 
wluch'  he  has  freed  from  p^n,  and  die  faces  which  he 
has  deared  fkim  fonrow. 

That  therefore  Ihe  moft  humbly  throws  herfelf  at  the 
feet  of  the  C^een,  eameitiy  entreating  that  the  petition 
of  a  diffa^fled  wife  afking  mercy  for  a  bufband,  may 
i^  ct^nfidered  as  namrally  foliating  the  compidTion  of 
her  Majefly ;  and  that  when  her  wifdom  has  compared 
the  ofl^nder's  good  a&ions  with  his  crime,  fhe  will  be 
pleafed  to  reprefent  his  cafe  to  our  mcrft  gracious  Sove- 
reign in  fuch  terms  as  may  difpofe  him  to  mitigate  die 
rigour  of  the  law. 

So  prays  your  Majefly's  mofl  4"riful  fubjeft  and 
fupplicanc, 

MARY    DOpp, 


SUCH  were  the  laft  thoughts  of  a  man  whom  we 
have  feen  exulting  in  popularity,  and  funk  in  Ihame. 
For  his  reputation,  which  no  man  can  g^vc  to  himfelf, 
thofe  who  conferred  it  are  to  anfwer.  Of  his  public 
miniftry,  the  means  of  judging  were  fufficiendy  attain- 
able, 
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Itble.  He  muft  be.  allowed  to  preach  well,  vih.c&  fer- 
inons  ftrike  his  audience  with  forcible  convifUon.  Of 
his  life,  thofe  who  thought  ic  ccKififtent  with  his  dodiine, 
did  not  ori^ailly  forni  falfe  notions.  He  was  at  firft 
what  he-  endeavoured  to  niake  others,  but  the  world 
broke  down  his  refolution,  and  he  in  time  cea&d  to 
exemplify  his  own  inftrudions. 

Let  thde  who  are  tempted  to  his  faults,  tremble  at 
his  puniftimcnt )  and  thofe  whom  he  impreffed  from  the 
pulpit  with  4%ltgious  fentiments,  endeayour  to  confirm 
them,  by  con&dering  the  regret  and  felf-abhorrence 
with  which  he  reviewed  in  priibn  his  deviatitvis  fitxn 
reftitude. 

Whatever  afliftance  his  anxiety  might  prompt  him  to 
(Wicit  in  forming  the  petidons,  (which,  however,  he 
muft  be  confidered  as  confirming  by  his  name,)  diQ 
account  of  his'  paft  life,  and  of  his  dying  fentiments,  aro 
the  efiiilions  of  his  own  mind.  Thofe  who  read  them 
with  the  proper  difpofition,  will  not  read  in  vain* 


A  few  days  before  Dr.  DODD  fuflered  death,  the 
following  obfervations  on  the  propriety  of  pardoning 
him,  were  written  and  fcnt  to  the  public  papers,  by 
Dr.  Johnson. 

YESTERDAY  was  prefenttd  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  by  Earl  Percy,  a  petition  in  favour  of  Dr.  DaA^ 
figned  by  twenty-three  thoufiuid  hands.  On  this  occa- 
fiofi  it  is  natural  to  confider. 

Thai 
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That  in  all  countrtes  penal  laws  have  been  relaxed  as. 
particular  rcafons  have  emerged. 

That  a  life  eminently  beneficent, '  a  Gngjle  adion 
eminently  good,  or  even  the  power  of  being  ufeful  to 
die  public,  have  been  fufficient  to  isx>te£t  the  life  of  a 
delinquent. 

That  no  arbiixr  of  life  and  death  has  ever  been  coi- 
fared  for  granting  the  life  of  a  criminal  to  honcft  and 
power&l  foiicitation. 

That  the  man  for  whom  a  nation  petitions  mull  be 
prefumed  to  have  merit  uncommon  in  kind  or  in  d^cci 
for  however  the  mode  of  collecting  fi^fcriptions,  or  the 
ri^t  of  judgment  exercifed  by  the  fubfcribcrs,  may  be 
open  to  difpute,  it  is  at  leaft  plain  that  Ibmeching  is 
done  for  this  man^  that  was  never  dcHie  (<x  any  other ; 
and  government,  which  muft  proceed  upon  general 
views,  may  rationally  conclude  that  diis  man  is  fome- 
thing  better  than  odier  ofienders  have  been,  or  has  done 
fomethit^  [n<Ke  than  others  have  done. 

That  though  the  people  cannot  judge  of  the  ad- 
minilfa^tion  of  jultice  fo  well  as  their  governors,  yec 
their  voice  has  always  been  regarded. 

That  this  is  a  cafe  in  which  the  petitioners  determine 
ag^iinft  their  own  interelt;  ihofe  for  whofe  protection 
the  law  was  made,  entreat  its  relaxation,  and  our  go- 
vernors cannot  be  chained  with  the  confcquences  which 
the  people  bring  upon  themfclves. 

Thar  as  this  is  a  cafe  without  example,  it  will  proba- 
bly be  without  confequences  i  and  many  i^es  will 
el^^e  before  fuch  a  crime  is  ^oin  (romniitted  by  fucb 
a  man. 

That 


D.D.t.ze^  by  Google 


I>R.        D    O    D    D.  4" 

Tliat  though  life  be  fpared,  jufticc  may  be  fatisfied 
with  ruin,  imprifonment,  exile,  infamy,  and  penury : 

That  if  the  people  now  commit  an  error,  their  error 
is  on  the  part  of  mercy  -,  and  that  perhaps  hiftory  can- 
not ihew  a  time  in  which  the  life  of  a  crimioal,  guilty 
of  nothing  above'  fraud,  was  refofed  to  the  cry  of  na- 
ti<His,  to  the  joint  fuppHcarion  of  three  and  twenty  tbou- 
Jand  petitioners. 


Declaration  left  by  Dr.  D  O  D  D,  mdi  the 
Ordinary  of  N£woat£>  previous  to  his  Exe- 
cution. 

«  T  O  the  words  of  dying  men  regard  has  always 
"  been  paid.  I  am  brought  hither  to  (nffer  death  for 
*'  an  aft  of  fiaud,  of  which  I  confefi  myfelf  guilty  with 
**  fliame,  fuch  as  my  former  ftate  of  life  naturally  pro- 
*'  duces,  and  I  hope  mth  fuch  forrow  as  He,  to  whom 
*•  the  heart  is  known,  will  not  difregard.  I  repent  that 
*5  I  have  violated  the  laws  by  which  peace  and  c<Mifidencc 
f*  arc  eftablifhed  among  men  j  I  repent  that  I  have  at- 
"  tempted  to  injure  my  fellow-creatures ;  and  I  repent 
f  that  I  have  brought  dilgrace  upon  my  order,  and  dif- 
V  credit  upon  religion :  but  my  ofi^ces  agdnft  God 
"  -are  without  name  or  number,  and  can  admit  only  of 
**  general  confeffion  and  general  repentance. — Grant, 
'f*  Almighty  God,  for  the  feke  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  my 
**  repentance,  however  late,  however  impcrfeft,  may 
**  not  be  in  vain. 

«  The 
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"  The  little  good  that  now  rcmuns  in  my  power,  it 
"  xo  warn  others  againft  thofe  temptations  by  which  I 
**  have  been  feduced.  I  have  ^way$  finned  againft  con- 
"  vidion ;  my  jmncipks  have  never  been  Ihaketi ;  I 
"  have  always  confidered  die  Chriflian  re)igi<Hi  as  a  re- 
"  velation  from  God,  and  its  divine  Audior  as  the  Sa- 
"  viour  of  the  world  j  but  the  laws  of  God,  thoi^h  ne- 
•*  vcr  difowned  by  me,  have  often  been  forgotten.  I 
"  was  led  aftray  from  religious  ftriftncfs  by  the  dclufion 
"  of  Ibew  and  the  ddights  of  voIuptuouOiefs.^!  never 
"  knew  or  attended  to  the  calls  of  frugality,  or  the  need- 
**  fU  minutenefe  of  painful  ceconomy3  Vanity  and  plca- 
"  fure,  into  which  I  plunged,  required  expencc  difpro- 
"  portionate  to  my  income ;  expence  brought  dlftrels 
**  upon  me,  and  dillrefs,  importunate  diftrefs,  urged  me 
"  to  temporary  fraud. 

"  For  this  fraud  I  am  to  die ;  and  I  die  declaring  in' 
"  the  moft  folcmn  manner,  thit,  however  I  have  devi- 
"  ated  from  my  own  precepts,  I  have  taught  others,  to 
"  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  and  with  all  fincerity,  the 
**  true  way  to  eternal  happinefs.  My  life,  for  fomflTew 
"  ""h^PP^  years  paft,  has  been  dreadfully  erroneous  j 
^'  but  my  miniftry  has  been  always  fincere.  I  have  con- 
"  ftantly  believed,  and  I  now  leave  the  world  folemnly 
"  avowing  my  conviftion,  that  there  is  no  other  name 
"  under  Heaven  by  which  we  can  be  faved,  but  only 
i*  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefusj  and  I  entreat  all  who 
*'  are  here  to  join  with  me  in  my  laft  petition,  that,  for 
"  the  fake  of  that  Lo^  Jefus  Chrift,  my  fins  may  be 
'*  foi^ven,  and  my  foul  received  into  his  everlafling 
"  kingdom. 

7««i7.  1777.  "  WILLIAM  DODD." 

LIFE 
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Earl    of    ROSCOMMON. 


TA I L  L  O  N  [fTentwiirib,'}  earl  of  R^commm^  za. 
••-'  eminent  poet,  was  bom  in  •  Ireland^  in  the  lieu- 
tenancy of  the  earl  of  Strafford  f ,  who  was  his  god-fa- 
ther, and  named  him  by  his  own  furname.  He  pafled 
fome  of  his  firfl:  years  in  his  native  country,  till  die  earl, 
of  Strafford,  imagining  when  the  rebellion  firil  broke 
out,  that  his  father,  who  had  been  converted  by  arch- 
bifhop  UJher  to  the  Proteftant  religion,  woxrfd  be  expofed 
to  great  d^ger,  and  be  unable  to  protect  his  familyi 

*  Tlioagh  he  was  born  in  Irtlemi,  yet  as  part  of  hia  life  was  f[>ent 
in  £nglM4t,  ai  be  wai  diftioguilbed  by  honours  and  cmployinenti 
at  the  Emglip  conn,  and  is  known  or  valued  by  poflerity  only  as  an 
Smgli^  poet,  onr  colleSions  of  EngUfit  live*  inuS  be  conlldered  as 
impetfeS,  none  of  them  having  an  accoant  of  him.  Though  every 
coantry  imagines  itfelf  intitled  to  the  reputation  of  thofe  who  hap- 
pened to  be  born  in  it,  this  claim  may  be  fometimes  not  unreafon- 
ably  difputed ;  for  that  nation  has  at  leall  as  good  a  right  to  the  ho- 
nours paid  to  literary  merit,  which  bas  given  mailers  to  him  who 
obtains  ibem,  as  that  which  his  given  f  arcnCi. 

t  Ftnin't  notes  on  Wallir. 

fent 
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lent  for  his  god-fon,  and  placed  him  athis  own  feat  in  Tork- 
Jbire,  under  the  tuidon  of  Dr.  HaUt  afterwards  biihop 
of  Nhnvich  J.  Whin  the  earl  of  Strafford  was  profc- 
cuted,  he  went  to  Cam  in  Normandy,  by  the  advice  of 
biihop  UJber,  to  continue  his  Ihidies  under  Buebart  |, 

where 

X  "  By  him  be  wis  inftraded  ia  Lmiim;  znd  widumt  learning 
**  the  common  rales  of  grammar,  wliicb  he  coaM  never  retain  in 
"'  kit  memoiy,  he  attained  to  write  in  that  language  with  claffical 
"  elegance  and  propriety  ;  and  wiih  lb  moch  eale,  that  Be  chofe 
"  it  to  correfpond  with  thole  friends,  who  had  leaming  fnfficient 
"  to  fnpport  the  commerce."     FmtM. 

II  "  The  lord  Ra/ttmimm  being  a  boy  tf  ten  years  of  age,  at  Cw» 
*•  in  NtrmMidy,  one  day  was,  ai  it  were,  madlji  extravagant  u 
"  playing,  leaping,  getting  over  the  tabic,  boards,  iJc.  He  wa* 
*'  worn  to  be  fober  enough;  they  faid,  God  grant  this  bodes  no 
*<  111  lock  to  him.  In  the  heat  of  this  extravagant  fir,  he  cries 
"  oat,  Mj  fthiT  it  dtad.  A  fortnight  after,  news  came  from  7r#^ 
*'  lamJ,  that  his  father  was  dead.  This  account  I  had  inm.  Mr. 
*'  Kntllti,  who  was  bi<  governor,  and  then  with  htm,  IJnce  fecre- 
"  tary  to  the  earl  of  Stafford ;  and  I  have  heard  his  lordlbip's  re- 
"  lations  confirm  the  fame,"     Aubrey'^  Mifeillany. 

The  prefedt  age  is  very  little  inclined  to  favoor  any  accounts  of 
this  kind,  nor  will  the  name  o(  jiairiy  much  recommend  it  lo  cre- 
dit ;  it  ought  not,  however,  to  be  omitted,  bccaufe  better  evidence 
of  a  faf)  cannot  cafily  be  found,  than  is  here  oiTrred,  and  It  mat 
be  by  preferving  fuch  relations  that  we  may  at  leafl  judge  how  much 
they  are  to  be  regarded.  If  we  Itay  to  examine  this  acconnt,  we 
fhall  find  difiicalties  on  both  fides;  here  is  a  relation  of  a  fafl  given 
by  a  man  who  had  no  interelt  to  deceive,  and  who  co^ild  not  be  de- 
ceived htmfelf;  and  here  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a  m'racle  which 
produces  no  efTefl;  the  order  of  nature  is  interrupted  to  difcover 
not  a  future,  but  only  a  dillant  event,  the  knowledge  of  which  ii 
of  no  ufe  ti)  him  to  whom  it  Is  revealed.  Between  tbefe  difficul- 
ties,  what  way  Ihall  be  found  I  Is  reafon  or  ceAtmony  to  be  rejeA* 

ed? 
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where  he  is  faid  to  have  had  an  excntordinary  impuUe 
on  his  father's  death.  Some  *  yean  after  he  travelled 
to  Rome,  and  returned  CO  "EMgland  upon  the  reftDration 
of  king  Charles,  by  whom  he  was  made  captain  of  the 
band  of  penfioners>  an  honour  which  tempted  hitA  U 
fomc  extravi^nces  f .  Adifputcabout  part  of  his  efla^e 
obliging  him  to  return  to  Ireland,  he  refigned  this  poft, 
and  upon  his  arrival  at  DuHiit,  was  made  captain  of  the 
guards  by  the  duke  of  Ormond,  but  he  generoufly  re- 
figned his  commiflion  to  a  gendeman,  who  laved  his 
life  whea  he  was  attacked  by  ruffians  J.  Having  finifhed 

his 

ed  ?  I  belien  what  Ofianu  fiyi  of  an  sppCHincc  of  Can&ity,  waj 
be  applied  to  fach  irapnlfei  or  anticipationi  as  thii :  D»  *»t  vibtUf 
fight  tbtm,  hicaufi  tbr/  maj  it  trMt ;  bnt  d»  n»t  lafiy  truft  thtm,  it- 
teafi  Ibtf  awji  bt  fal/t 

*  "  After  fijne  jean  he  travelled  to  Stmt,  wbero  he  grew  fa* 
"  miliar  with  the  moA  raloable  remaina  of  antiqnty  f  app'7>i>S 
"  himfelf  particularly  to  the  knowledge  of  medali,  which  he  gain- 
"  ed  in  perfeftioD :  and  fpoke  luliaM  with  lb  moch  grace  and 
"  fluency,  that  he  was  frequently  mtfiaken  there  for  x  Dative." 

f  "  Id  the  gaiede*  of  that  age,  he  was  tempted  to  indulge  a 
•'  violent  paffion  for  gaming  i  by  which  he  frequently  hazarded 
"  hii  life  in  dnelt,  aqd  exceeded  the  bonnd*  of  a  moderate  fbr- 
**  tune."  FtMimi.  This  was  the  fate  of  many  other  men,  whofe 
genius  was  of  no  other  advantage  to  them,  than  that  it  recommend. 
ed  ihem  to  employments,  or  to  diftinfiion,  by  which  the  t«mpia- 
tions  to  vice  were  mnltiplied,  and  their  parts  became  Iboo  of  no 
Other  ule  than  that  of  enabling  them  to  facceed  in  wickednefs. 

X  "  He  was  at  Dntlht  at  moch  as  ever  diftempered  with  the  fame 
"  fatal  afleAion  for  play,  which  engaged  him  in  one  adventai* 
"  that  well  defervei  to  be  related,  Asheretomed  to  his  lodgings 
"  from  a  gaming  taUe.  he  was  atucked  in  the  dark  by  three  mf. 
"  fians,  wBo'were  emph>yed  to  affaffintte  him.  The  earl  defended 
1  "  him* 
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his  afBurs  he  returned  to  Lm/im,  wa»  made  mafier  a^ 
the  horfe  to  the  ducheis  of  Tvrk,  and  married  the  lady 
Frances,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Burlingtmiy  and 
widow  of  colonel  Courtmrf.  Here  ht  formed  a  defiga 
of  I  inftituting  a  focicty  for  the  rcfkiement  of  the  Eng- 

*'  himfelf  with  fo  mnch  rcMudon,  tlut  he  dHpatclied  one  of  the 
"  sggrelTorg  ;  whilft  a  geotlemiii,  accideocally  paffing  thst  way, 
"  interpofed,  and  dirarmed  another  ;  the  third  fecured  hlmfelf  by 
"  flight.  This  generous  aHiftant  wasa  diibanded  officerof  a  good 
*'  family,  and  fair  repatation  ;  who,  by  what  We  call  the  paitk- 
"  lity  of  fortuae,  to  avoid  cenfaring  the  iniqaities  of  the  tima, 
"  wanted  even  a  plain  fuit  of  cloathi  to  make  a  decent  appearance 
■*  at  (he  caftle.  Bat  hU  lordfliip,  on  this  occafien,  prefenting  hia 
*'  to  the  duke  of  Onmad,  with  great  impoftunity  prevailed  widi 
**  his  grace,  that  he  might  reGgn  hit  poft  of  captain  of  the  gvardt 
*■  to  his  friend ;  which  for  abont  three  years  the  gcntkman  enjoy- 
"  ed,  and,  upon  his  death,  the  dnke  returned  the  commiffioa  to 
"  his  gencrOQs  beneiafior."     FeHten. 

II  "  He  Ibrmed  a  defign  of  iaftitutiDg  a  fociety  for  the  refine- 
"  mentof  the  ifflj/ijftlanguage.-^AbouE  this  time,  in  imitation  of 
"  thole  leamifd  and  polite  aflemblies,  with  which  he  had  been  ac- 
"  quainted  abroad,  puticolarly,  one  at  Cm»  (in  which  his  ntor 
**  Sodtariitt  died  Suddenly  while  he  wa«  delivering  an  oration)  he 
"  began  to  form  a  fociety  for  the  refining  and  fitting  the  dandard 
"  of  our  language.  In  this  deGgn,  his  great  fiiend,  Mr.  DryJtM, 
"  was  a  principal  affiftant :  a  defign,  of  which  it  is  much  eaiiei  to 
"  conceive  an  agreeable  idea,  than  any  rational  hope  ever  to  fee 
"  it  brought  to  perfeflion."     Fintem, 

This  defign  was  agun  fet  on  foot,  under  the  miniSry  of  the  earl 
of  Oxftrd,  and  was  again  d<f«ued  by  a  c»nAift'of  parties,  and  the 
BOceffity  of  attending  only  to  political  dilqaifitiont,  of  defending 
tiie  GOndiiA  of  dte  adiaioiftntUon,  and  fbnniag  partiea  in  tbe  par^ 
liament.  fiiQCe  that  time  it  hu  never  i>ecs  taentiDBed,  either  be- 
canft  it  has  be«i  hitherto  a  faffideot  objcOioB.-  that  it  wu  one  of 

the 
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hjb  language,  but  upon  the  commotions  which  were  pro- 
duced by  king  James's  endeavours  to  introduce  altera- 
tions in  religion,  he  refolved  to  retire  to  Rcme,  alledg- 
ing  that  it  was  heft  to  Jit  ncx!  tp  the  chimney  -ivhsn  the  cham- 
berjmoked.  This  journey  was  hindered  by  the  gout,  of 
which  he  was  fo  impatient,  that  he  admitted  a  repellant 
application  from  a  French  empiric,  by  wluch  his  diftem- 
per  was  driven  up  into  his  bowels  *,  and  an  end  put  to 
his  life  in  1684.    His  character  as  awriter  is  eminentf: 

his 

tlie  deSgti)  of  the  earl  of  Ojt/irJ,  the  detefiible  earl  of  Qxfard,  bjr 
whom  Gaiaifhin  wai  defeated,  or  becaafe  the  Aatefoien  who  foc- 
ceeded  him  bare  not  had  more  leifure  for  licerary  fchemes.  Stt  m 
kltir  lorillen  hj  Dr.  Swift  «  tie  Lord  Trtafurer. 

•  "  The  moment  in  which  he  expired,  he  cried  out  with  a  voice 
«  thfttexprefled  the  mofl  intenfe  fervour  of  devotion, 

•'  My  G»J,  my  father,   and  try  friend, 

"  De  Mtferfaii  me  at  my  end. 
"  two  lines  of  hii  own  verllon  of  the  hymn  DUi  int.  Diet  ilia." 
Bent»n, 

\  Mr.  FxMleti  has,  in  his  notes  upon  tFaihr,  given  Refiammen  a 
charafter  too  general  to  be  critically  joll.  "  In  his  writings,  fayi 
"  hv,  VK  view  the  image  of  >  mind,  which  was  naturally  ferio'ut 
**  Mid  Iblid ;  richly  furniOied,  and  adorned  with  all  the  ornament) 
"  of  an,  and  fcience;  and  thofe  ornaments  nnaffefiedly  difpofed 
"  in  the  moft  regular  and  elegant  order.  His  imagination  might 
**  have,  probably,  been  more  fruitful  and  fpnghtly,  if  his  judg. 
"  meat  had  been  lefi  levere  :  bnt  that  feverity  (delivered  in  t  maf- 
"  caline,  clear,  foccinA  lUle)  contributed  to  make  him  fo  eminent 
-*<  in  the  didadical  manner,  that  no  man  with  juftlce  can  affirm  he 
"  was  ever  equalled  by  any  of  our  nation,  without  confefling  at 
*'  the  lame  time  that  he  is  inferior  to  none.  In  fome  other  kinJs 
"  of  writing  his  genius  ftem*  to  have  wanted  fire  to  attain  the 
*'  point  of  pcrfefUon ;  bat  who  can  attain  it  V  From  ihit  account 
of  the  riclies  of  hit  mind,  who  would  not  Imagine  that  they  had 
E  e  been 
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tiis  worits  are,  •  An  EJay  on  trmjlated  Verfe,  a  tranfla- 
Bon  of  the  jirt  cf  Poetry,  and  fome  little  poems,  and 
trannations. 

been  difplayed  in  large  volumes,  and  Dumcroas  perfonnaacei  ? 
Who  would  not,  after  the  perafal  of  this  charaAer,  be  Airprifed  to 
find,  that  all  the  proofs  of  this  genius,  and  knowledge,  and  judg- 
ment, are  not  fufficieni  to  form  a  tingle  book,  or  to  appear  oclier- 
wife  than  in  conjunCUoa  with  the  works  of  Ibme  other  writer  of  the 
fame  petty  fise?  Butthus  it  is  ibatchara^rs  are  written,  we  know 
fiimewhat,  and  we  im.'gine  the  reft.  The  obfervation  ibat  hit  ima- 
ginaiun  tvealJ  probably  have  hen  mare  fruttful  and  fprigbtlj,  if  bh 
JHdgmtid  had  been  Ufs  fivere,  may  be  anfwered,  by  a  remirker 
Jbmewhac  inclined  to  cavU,  by  a  coau-ary.rappo£tioQ,  ibai bii  judg- 
Mem  •would  probably  bavt  bet*  left  /tvne,  if  bit  fmsginstitii  b»d 
been  more  fruiiful.  It  is  rtdicalout  to  oppofe  judgi^.tit  and  imagi- 
nation ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that  men  har»  neeeflarily  lefs  ef  one 
as  they  have  more  of  the  other. 

We  moll  allow  of  Rtfcemmtu,  what  Fenitn  has  BOt  roeiitioned, 
fo  diftioflly  as  he  ought,  and,  what  is  yet  very  much  to  his  ho> 
dour,  that  he  is,  perhaps,  the  only  correft  writer  in  verfe  before 
Jddi/en;  and  that  if  there  are  not  fo  many  or  fo  great  beaatiea  ia 
fciscompoJiliott,  as  in  thofe  of  fome  con  tern  porartes,  there  are  at 
leaft  fewer  faulti.  Nor  is  this  his  bigheft  pfaife;  for  Mr.  Pfi\tu 
celebrated  him  as  the  only  moral  writer  of  king  Ctarlit't  mga» 
Uibappj  Dryden! — in  aJl  Charles'/  dayi 
Rofcommon  only  boafit  uafpaticd  layi. 
•  ■•  It  was  my  lord  SoftemmBa'i  EJay  tit  tranjlatid  Virfe,  (ayi 
"  l>rydtn,  which  made  me  uneafy,  till  I  tried  whether  or  no  1  was 
"  capable  of  following  his  rules,  and  of  reducing  the  fpecuiaiion 
"  into  praflice.  For  many  a  fair  precept  in  poetry  is  like  a  fcem- 
"  ing  demonftratioa  in  matbematiu  ;  very  Ipecions  in  the  diagram, 
"  but  failing  hi  the  mechanic  operation,  I  think,  I  have  gcne- 
"  rally  obferved  his  inllrufUons;  I  am  fure  my  reafon  is  fuffid- 
•'  ently  convinced  both  of  their  trath  and  ufefalnefs ;  which,  in 
V  other  words,  i)  to  confcfs  no  lefs  a  vanity  than  to  paetend  that 
"  I  have,  at  leafi  in  fbme  places,  made  examples  to  his  rotes." 

Thi» 
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Tfau  declaration  of  Drydta,  will,  I  am  afraid,  b«  fonad  little 
more  than  one  of  thofc  curfory  civilidet,  which  one  author  pay)  xa 
another;  for  when  the  fum  of  [ori. Ra/temauH'i  preceptt  is  calleft- 
ed,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  difcover,  how  they  can  qualify  their  rea> 
der  for  a  better  performance  of  tranflation,  than  might  hare  been 
attained  by  his  own  reflexions.  They  are,  howerer,  here  laid 
down,  and  difentangled  from  the  oraamenti  with  which  they  are 
embellilhed,  and  the  digreffioni  with  which  they  are  dlrerHfied. 
'Tis  true,  compofing  is  the  nobler  part, 

But^Wfr«i^ariDK  ia  no  eafy  art. 

For  tho'  materials  have  long  fince  been  found. 

Yet  both  yoor  lancy,  and  your  hands  arc  boaild  ; 

And  by  improving  what  was  wnt  before, 

Inreotion  labours  lefs,  but  judgment,  more.^^ 
Each  poet  with  a  diferenc  talent  writes. 

One  prai&s,  one  inftrods,  another  bites. 

htraa  did  ne'er  afpire  to  Efic  bays, 

Nor  lofcy  Mar»  ftoop  to  Lyric  lays. 

Examine  how  your  humour  is  incJin'd, 

And  which  the  rnling  palGon  of  your  mind ; 

Ttien,  feek  a  poet  who  your  way  does  bead. 

And  chafe  an  author,  as  you  chufe  a  friend. 

United  by  this  fympathetic  bond. 

Yon  grow  familiar,  intimate,  and  fond. 

Your  thoughts,  your  words,  your  fiites,  your  fouls  agree, 

Ho  longer  his  interpreter,  but  he.—   ■ 
Take  then  a  fnt^eft,  proper  to  expound  ; 

But  moral,  great,  and  worth  a  poet's  voice. 

For  men  of  feafe  defpile  a  trivial  choice  : 

And  fuch  applanfe  it  moR  expefl  to  meet. 

As  won'd  fome  painter,  bufy  in  a  fireet. 

To  copy  bulls  and  bears,  and  ev'ry  fign 

That  calls  the  ftaring  fots  to  nafty  wipe.  .     .— 
Take  pains  the  genuine  meaning  to  explore} 

There  fweat,  there  ftrain,  tug  the  laborious  oar : 

6earch  ev'ry  comment  that  your  care  can  find. 

Some  here,  fome  there,  may  hit  the  poet's  mind ; 

Yet,  be  not  blindly  goided  by  the  throng  ; 

The  multitude  u  alwayi  in  the  wrong. 

£  e  ji  Wh  V 
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When  ibings  appear  nnnitoraj  or  hard, 

Cohfu't  your  author,  with  himrelF  compar'd. 

Who  Jcnowi  what  bleffingj  Pbabss  m»j  ticllotr, 

And  future  ages  t6  jfoiir  laBour  owe  ? 

Such  feerets  are  ncrt  ealily  found  oiit, 

Bot  onct  difcoter'd,  leave  no  room  for  dootitj 

Truth  Admpj  conviflion  in  yoof  raviih'd  breaft^ 

And  peace  and  joy  attend  the  gloriodi  guefti 

Yet  if  the  fhadow  of  a  fcruple  ftray, 

Sare  the  mofl  beaten  U  the  iafeft  n-ny.  t 

They  who  too'  faithfully  on  name*  infifl, 
Rathei'  create  than  di^pate  the  inift ; 
And  grow  onjull  by  being  ower  nice, 
(For  ruperflicious  virtue  tarni  to  vice). 
Let  Craju,'  gholl,  and  L^iitnms'  tell 
How  twice  in  Partbiaa  plains  their  legions  fell ; 
Sihce  Rewu  hath  bcAi  fo  jealous  of  her  fame. 

That  few  know  Pactrm  tit  Uemmfei'  name. 

'And  'til  mucli  fafer  to  leave  out  than  add. 
Abflrafe  and  myflick  iho'ts  you  liinft  exprefs  ^i 

With  painful  care,  bat  feeming  cafinels ;  t 

For  trnth  ftincs  brighteft  thro'  the  plained  Jrcfs.  ) 

Your  author  always  will  the  beft  advifc. 
Fall  when  he  falls  and  when  he  rifes,  rife. 
Ke  that  can  abAraA  his  mind  from  the  elegance  of  the  poetry^ 
and  confine  it  to  the  fenfe  of  the  precepts,  will  find  no  other  direc- 
lion,  than  that  the  author  fhoubl  be  Tuitable  to  the  tranHator's  ge< 
nios  ;  (hat  he  Ihould  be  fuch  as  may  deferve  a  iranllauon  ;  that  he 
who  intends  to  iritRllate  him,  fhould  endeavour  to  underftand  him  ; 
that  perfpicuity  fliouldbe  Audiedi  and  unufual  or  uncouth  name* 
fparingly  inferted,  and  that  the  ftile  of  the  original  ihould  be  co- 
pied in  its  elevation  and  depreOioii.  xbcfe  are  the  rules  which  are 
celebrated  as  fo  definite  and  fo  important,  and  for  the  delivejy  of 
which  to  manlcind,  fo  much  honour  bat  been  paid.  Stjnmma* 
hat,  indeed,  deferved  his  honoutf,  b«d  they  been  given  with  dit 
ceramcnt,  and  bellowed  not  on  the  rules  thcmfelves,  but  tbe  art 
-with  which  they  are  introduced,  and  the  decorations  withwhkk 
they  arc  adorned. 

M  £- 
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QPTHBLATE  , 

Dr.  BERKEl^EY,  BiOiop  of  CLOYNE^ 

r^  EORGE  BERKELEY  was  the  fbn  of  a  clergyman 
^~^  in  Ireland,  qf  a  fniall  living,  but  at  the  fame  time 
remarkable  for  his  learning  and  piety  }  he  tlierefore  gave 
his  fon  the  bef^  education  his  circumftances  would  admit 
of;  and,  when  fitted  for  the  uniyerfity,  taxed  his  little 
fortune,  in  order  to  fend  him  to  Trinity  college,  Dublin. 
Here  he  foon  began  ^.bc  looked  upon  as  the  grcateft 
genhis,  or  the  grcaKft  dunce,  in  the  whole  univerfity  { 
thofe  who  were  but  (lightly  acquainted  with  him,  took 
him  for  a  fool ;  but  thofe  who  fliared  his  moft  intimate 
fiiendlhip,  looked  upon  him  as  a  prodigy  of  learning 
and  goodt-nature.  Whenever  he  appeared  abroad,  which 
was  but  fcldom,  he  was  furrounded  by  a  crowd  of  the 
idle  or  the  facetious,  who  followed  him,  not  tp  be  irn- 
proved,  but  to  laugh.  Of  this  he  frequently  complain -■.', 
but  there  was  no  redrefs;  ihp  more  he  fretted,  he  .-. 
came  only  the  more  ridiculous.  An  adion  of  his,  Xv.  >  - 
ever,  foon  made  him  more  truly  ridiculous  than  bf  I . .  ,■ : 
curiofity  leading  him  one  day  td  fee  an  execui-  •■(,  /j 
returned  home  penfive  and  meUnclioly,  and  o^  ■-■.,: 
forbear  reflcding  on  what  he  had  feen.  I  Jc  i!t  ■  -  .  i-j 
know  what  were  the  pains  and  fymptoms  a  m'!.:  .-...•r  . 
fckupon  fuch  an  occafion,  and  communicated  t\;  :•::. 
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chum  the  caufe'of  his  ftrcnge  curiofity;  m  (hort,  he 
refolved  to  tuck  himfclf  up  for  a  trial ;  at  the  fame  rime 
dcfuing  his  companion  to  uke  him  down  at  a  iignal 
a^ecd  upon. 

The  companion,  whofe  name  •was'Contarme,  was  to 
try  the  fame  experiment  himfclf  immediately  after. 
Berkeley  was  accordingly  tied  up  to  the  ceiling,  and  the 
chair  taken  from  under  liis  feet ;  but  foon  lofing  the  ufe 
of  his  fenfes,  his  companion,  it  feems,  w^ted  a  Kttfe 
too  long  for  the  Ggnal  i^eed  upon,  and  our  enquirer 
had  like  to  have  been  hanged  in  good  eameft ;  for  as 
ibon  as  he  was  taken  down,  befell,  fcnfclefi  and'ma- 
tionlefs,  upon  the  floor.  After  fome  trouble,  however, 
he  was  brought  to  himfclf;  and  obferving  his  band, 
•*  Blefs  my  heart,  Qmttoixe,  feys  he,  you  have  quite 
rumpled  my  band."  When  it  came  to  Qmiarme's  toir* 
to  go  up,  he  quickly  evaded  the  prc^fal  i  die  otfaer'a 
danger  had  quite  abated  hb  curiofity. 

Still,  however,  Berkeley  proceeded  in  his  ftudies  widl 
unabated  ardoun  A  fellowfhip  in  that  college  is  attuned 
by  fuperior  learning. only  j  the  candidates  are  examined 
in  the  moft  public  manner,  in  an  amphitheatre  ereiied 
for  chat  purpofe,  and  great  numbers  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  are  prefent  upon  the  occafion.  Thb  cxMninarion 
he  paflcd  with  the  utmoft  applaufe,  and  was  made  a 
fellow,  the  only  reward  of  learning  that  kingdom  has  to 
beftow. 

Mctaphyfical  ftudies  are  generally  tlie  amufement  of 
the  indolent  and  the  inquifitive;  his  bufinefs  as  a  fellow, 
allowed  him  fufficient  Icifure,  and  his  genius  prompted 
him  to  fcrutinize  into  every  abftrufe  fubjeft.    He  foon, 

therefore, 
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therefore,  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  beft  metaphyficians 
in  Europe ;  his  logic  was  looked  upon  rather  as  the 
work  of  a  man  flcilled  in  metaphyfics,  than  in  the  dialeft 
of  the  fchools ;  his  treatife  upon  matter,  was  alfo  thought 
to  be  the  moft  ingenious  paradox  that  ever  amufed 
learned  leifure ;  and  many  were  the  anfwers  made  to  it 
by  the  literati  oi  Europe. 

His  fame  as  a  fcholar,  but  more  his  converfation  as- 
a  m^  of  wit  and  good-nature,  fooq  procured  him  the 
friendihip  and  efteem  of  every  perfon  of  fortune  and 
underftandingj  among  the  reft,  Swiflt  that  lover,  yet- 
derider,  of  human  nature,  became  one  of  the  moft  inti- 
mate ;  and  it  was  by  his  recommendation  that  he  was 
introduced  to  the  earl  of  Peterborough^  who  made  him 
his  chaplain,  and  took  him,  as  his  eomi^nion,  on  a  tour 
through  Europe. 

Some  time  after  his  return,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
deanery,  in  ^lich  fituarion  he  wrote  his  Minute  Phi- 
lofopher,  one  of  the  moft  elegant  and  genteel  defences 
d  that  religion  which  he  was  born  to  vindicate,  both 
by  his  virtue  and  his  ingenuity.  It  was  at  this  time  alTo, ' 
that  be  attempted  to  eft^blifh  an  univerfity  for  our 
Anmcatt  colonies,  in  Bermudas,  one  of  the  Summer' 
iflands.  Doftor  Depufcb,  an  excellent  mufician,  and 
fome  others  of  great  abilities,  were  eng^ed  in  this  de- " 
I^n,  and  aftually  embarked  in  order  to  put  it  in  exe- 
cution i  but  the  (hip  being  caft  away,  Berkeley  was  left 
to  contrive  fomcthing  elfe  to  the  advantage  of  his 
country. 

He  intercfted  himfclf  deeply  in  a  fcheme  for  improv- 
ing the  Englijh  language,  by  a  fociety  of  wits  and  men 
E  e  4  ^of 
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of  genim,  eftabliihed  for  that  purpofe>  in  imitation  of 
the  ic-idcmy  of  France  i  in  this  defign  Swt/l,  BoUngbr^t 
and  odicrs,  were  united ;  but  the  whole  dropt  by  the . 
death  of  queen  JmCt  and  the  removal  of  Harley  from 
the  office  of  prime  miniftcr. 

His  fnendlhip  and  connedionsj  however,  did  not,  as 
■was  the  cafe  with  Swifl  and  fome  others,  fn-event  his 
promotion  j  he  was  made  bilhop  of  Cl^ne ;  and  fure 
no  clergyman  ever  had  jufter  prctenfions  to  the  mitre ! 
No  man  was  more  affiduous  or  pun^al  in  his  duty, 
none  exacted  it  more  ftridUy  from  his  inferior  clergy, 
yet  no  bilhop  was  ever  more  beloved  by  them.  He 
fpent  his  time  with  the  utm<^  chearfulnefs>  innocence 
and  humanity  -,  the  meaneft  pea^t  within  ttn  miles  of 
his  feat,  wa^  famiUar  with  htn^i ;  thofe  of  them  that 
wanted,  fhaied  his  bounty ;  and  thofe  that  did  not,  had 
his  6iendDiip  and  advice.  The  country  which  ms 
defolate  and  unimproved,  he  took  the  utmoft  pdns  tu 
improve,  and  attempted  to  fct  an  example  of  the  proper 
methods  of  agriculture  to  the  farmer,  as  he  had  before 
of  piety  and  benevolence  to  the  whole  kingdom. 

.  Metaphyfical  ftudies  were  ftUl  his  amufemen^  and 
the  difpcnfations  of  charity  he  looked  upon  as  his  duty,— 
But  the  opinions  of  metaphyficians  he,  at  laft,  began  to 
contemn,  and-  to  doubt  of  die  certainty,  not  only  of 
every  argument  upon  thb  fubjeft,  but  even  of  the 
fcience.  He  therefore  turned  his  thoughts  to  more 
benelicial  ftudies,  to  polidcs  and  medicine,  and  gave 
infiances  in  both,  of  what  he  could  have  done,  had  he 
made  either  Iiis  particular  ftudy. 

In  politics,  a  pamphlet  publifhed  by  him,   endded 
TI^  Querii^,  is  a  fine  inftaoce  of  his  fkiU,  and  was  at- 
tended 
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tended  with  fome  beneficial  circutnftanccs  to  his  native 
country, — His  trcatife  on  tar-water  rendered  tiim  more 
popular  than  any  of  his  preceding  produ(5tion3,  at  die 
fame  time  that  it  was  the  molt  whimfical  of  them  all. 
Here  he  pretends  to  prove,  a  priori,  the  effefts  of  this, 
fometimes,  valuable  medicine;  but  then  he  extends 
them  to  every,  and  even  oppofite  diforders. — The  public 
were  long  undeceived  before  his  lordlhip,  who  was  the 
inventor,  could  be  fo.  He  had  built  an  hofpital  at  his 
own  expence,  near  his  gate,  and  to  it  all  the  poor  were 
welcome  -,  he  attended  them  himfelf  as  phyfician  j  dofed 
them  with  tu-water,  of  the  virtues  of  which  he  was  en- 
tirely confident. — Hh  intention  in  this  particular  cannot 
be  fufilciently  applauded,  though,  perhaps,  the  fucce& 
might  not  have  anfwered  his  expectations.  Perh^  he 
carried  his  veneration  for  tar-water  to  an  excels :  he 
drank  it  in  abundance,  himfelf,  and  attempted  to  mend 
the  conftitutions  of  his  children  by  the  fame  regimen : 
diis,  however,  he  could  never  cETeft  t  and,  perhaps,  his 
defire  of  improving  their  health,  and  their  underftanding^ 
at  which  he  laboured  mofl  alliduoully,  might  have  mw 
paired  t)oth.  But  his  faults,  if  we  know  of  any,  all 
proceeded  Irom  motives  of  humanity,  benevolence,  and 
good-nature. 

He  prefcrved  the  clofeft  intimacy  mth  the  gentlemen 
of  the  neighbourhood  j  and  while  he  cultivated  the  duties 
of  his  llation,  he  was  not  averle  to  the  innocent  amule- 
ments  of  life  :  mufic  he  was  particularly  fond  of,  and 
always  kept  one  or  two  exquifite  perfonners  to  amufe 
his  leifure  hours. 

Itis  income  he  was  entirely  contented  with ;  and  when 
oficred  by  the  earl  of  CheJterfieUj  then  lord  lieutenant 

of 
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of  Ireland-,  a  bifhopric  much  more  beneficial  than  that 
he  pofleficd,  he  declined  it,  wjEh  thefc  words,  "  I  love- 
"  the  neighbours,  and  they  love  me  j  why  then  fhould 
*'  I  begin,  in  my  old  days,  to  form  new  conneftions, 
"  and  tear  myfelf  from  thofe  friends  whofe  kindnefi  to 
"  me  is  the  grcatefi:  happinefs  I  enjoy  ?"  afting,  in  this 
inftance,  like  Plutarch,  who  being  afked,  why  he  redded 
in  his  native  city,  fo  obfcure  Mid  fo  little  ?  **  I  ftay,  faid 
he,  left  it  ftiould  grow  lefs."  B«  at  length,  finding 
his  health  and  conftituticMi  impwred  beyond  the  power  of 
medicine,  even  of  his  own  tar-water,  he  removed,  to- 
wards rfie  end  of  the  year  1752,  to  Oxford^,  an  univofity 
he  always  loved,  and  at  which  he  received  a  great  part 
of  his  education,  in  hc^s  of  receiving  fome  benefit 
ftovn  the  change  of  air.  His  principal  motive,  however, 
was  that  he  might  himfelf  fuperintend  the  cduc-ation  rf 
his  fon,  whom  he  took  along  with  him ;  Mid  the  prtrfpeft 
of  enjoying  two  ot  three  years  among  the  literati  of  that 
femous  feminary. 

After  a  ihort  paJTage,  and  a  very  pkafafit  journey,  he 
arrived  at  that  famous  feat  of  learning,  where  he  was 
vifitcd  by  many  of  his  former  friends  and  admirers: 
but  the  certainty  there  was  of  fpeedily  lofing  him, 
greatly  damped  the  plcafure  they  would  otherwife  have 
had  in' his  company.  In  a  (hort  time  after  his  arrival 
he  expired,  on  the  14th  of  Jwiuary,  1753,  gready  rt- 
gretted,  by  the  poor,  whom  he  loved,  and  the  learned, 
whom  he  had  improved. 


ALet- 
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*  A  LETTER'to  a  Member  of  Parliament  in  the 

Country,  from  his  Friend  in  London,  relative 

to  the  Cafe  of  Admiral  Byng. 

Alfo  an  Appeal  to  the  People,  containing  the 

.   genuine  and  entire  Letter  of  Admiral  Byno 

to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty :  Obferva- 

■  tions  on  thofe  Parts  of  it  which  were  omittol 

by  the  Writers  of  the  Gazette :    And  whaf 

might  be  the  Reafon^  for  fuch  Omiflions. 

TO  hear  both  parties,  and  to  condemn  no  man 
without  a  trial,  are  the  unalter^le  laws  of  juitice. 
The  man  who  lately  commanded  the  EngHJh  fleet  in  the 
MeJiletranean  -,  after  having  had  his  eJHgics  burnt  in  a' 
hundred  places,  and  his  name  difgraced  by  innumerAIe 
lampoons;  after  having  fuffcred  all  that  the  malice  of 
wit  or  folly  could  inflict  on  his  reputation,  now  ftands 
forth,  and  demands  an  audience  from  thofe  iirfio  have 
ilmoft  univerfaHy  condemned  him,  but  condemned  him 
in  his  own  opinion  without  juftice,  and  certainly  mth- 
out  any  calm  or  candid  examination. 

In  this  extract  we  fhall  join  the  two  apolc^es  together, 
and  give  the  argument  which  fhall  reHt  from  their 
concurrences. 

•  The  general  pofitioa  wluch  both  pamphlets  endeavour 
to  prove  is,  that  Mr.  Byng  is  ftigmatifcd  with  infamy, 

*  BmIi  ihit  mi  the  fibftqneDl  wt!cl<  w«rB  origiaally  printed  iir 
tlie  Liferary  Magazioe.  They  >ie  ^eribv4  to  Hr,  J»ia/»M  o» 
wmjoaure. 

and 
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and  purfued  with  clamoiu-s  artfully  excited  to  divot  tKe  . 
public  attentioa  from  the  crimes  and  Uunders  of  other 
men ;  and  that  while  he  is  thus  vehemently  purfued  ibi 
imaginary  guilt,  the  real  criminals  are  hoping  to  efcapc. 
To  make  this  probable,  a  detail  is  given  of  the  conduct 
of  the  admiral,  and  the  pnt£Uces  of  his  enemies ;  and 
leaibns,  at  leaft  Ipecious,  are  ofiered  why  the  periecution 
■  (las  exceeded  the  crime. 

The  firft  offence  which  thp  admird  is  fuppofed  to 
kxTt  ^en  the  miniftry  was  by  the  following  letter. 

Ramllies,  in  GthaUansB^t  May  4,  1756. 
Sir, 

•*  This  comes  to  you  by  exprefs  from  hence  by  the 
•*  way  of  Madrid,  recommended  to  Sir  Benjamm  Keate, 
**  his  Majefly's  minifter  at  that  place,  to  be  forwarded 
*•  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 

"  I  arrived  here  with  tlie  fquadron  under  my  com- 
•*  mand,  the  2d  inftant  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  tedious 
"  paffage  of  twenty-fcvcn  days,  occafioned  by  contrary 
"  winds  and  calms,  and  was  extremely  concerned  to 
"  hear  from  capt.  Edgcimie  (who  I  found  here  with 
"  the  Princefs  Loutfa  and  Fortune  floop)  that  he  was 
•'  obliged  to  retire  from  Minorca,  the  French  having 
*'  landed  on  that  ifknd  by  all  accounts  from  thirteen  to 
"  fifteen  thou&nd  men. 

"  They  failed  from  Toulen  the  lodx  of  Jaft  month, 
«  with  about  one  hundred  and  fixty,  or  two  hundred 
**  fail  of  tranfports,  efcorted  by  thirteen  fail  of  men  of 
«^  wari  how  many  of  the  line  I  have  not  been  able  K> 
■**  kam  with  any  certainty. 

«  If 
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"  If  I  had  been  fo  happy  to  have  arrived  at  Mabotif 
'*  before  the  Freacb  had  landed,  I  6atter  myfetf,  I  fbould 
*•  have  been  able  to  have  prevented  their  getting  a 
"  footing  on  that  ifland ;  but  as  it  has  fo  unfortunately 
**  turned  out,  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  from  the  great 
"  force  they  have  landed,  and  the  quantity  of  provifions, 
"  {teres  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds  they  brought  with 
*•  them,  that  the  rtirowing  men  into  the  caftle  will  only 
"  enable  it  to  hold  out  but  a  litde  longer,  and  add  to 
"  the  numbers  that  muft  fall  into  the  enemies  hands ; 
**  for  the  garrifon  in  time  will  be  obliged  to  furrcnder, 
*'  unlefe  a  fufficient  number  of  men  could  be  landed  to 
**  diflodge  the  French^  or  raifc  the  fiege :  however,  I  iun 
**  determined  to  f^l  up  to  Minorca  with  the  Iquadion, 
**  where  I  (hall  be  a  better  judge  of  the  fituation  of 
**  affiiirs  there,  and  will  give  general  Blakemy  all  the 
**  afliftance  he  fhall  require ;  though  I  am  afraid  all 
*'  communication  will  be  cut  off  between  us,  as  is  the 
"  opiraon  of  the  chief  engineers  of  this  garrifon  (who 
"  have  ferved  in  the  ifland)  and  tliat  of  the  other  officers 
"  of  the  artillery,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  fituation 
"  of  the  harbour}  for  if  the  enemy  have  erected  batteries 
**  on  the  two  Jhores  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
"  (an  advantage  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed  they  have  ne- 
**  glefted)  it  will  render  it  impofiJble  for  our  boats  to 
"  have  a  paflj^  to  the  fallee  port  of  the  garrifon. 

*•  By  the  inclofed  lift,  delivered  to  me  by  capt.  EJg- 
"  cumie,  rfieir  lordftiips  will  <*ferve  the  ftrenjfh  of  the 
*  Frentb  fliips  in  Teuion ;  and  by  the  copy  of  a  letter 
«  from  Marjeilies  to  general  Biakatey,  wWch  I  herewith 
**  tranfmit  to  you,  their  lordfhips  .will  perceive  the 
"  equipment 
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"  equipment  the  French  have  made  o«  this  occafion, 
"  It  15  to  be  apprehended,  when  they  have  gor  all  ibm 
"  ihips  diey  poffibly  can  ready  for  fervice,  they  m:^ 
'*  think  of  turning  their  thoughts  this  way. 

"  If  I  fhould  fail  in  the  relief  of  Port'tnahon^  I  &all 
"  look  upon  the  fccurity  of  Gibraltar  as  my  next  otyeft, 
*'  and  fball  repur  down  here  with  die  fquadron. 

*'  The  Cbefierfieldy  PortUmd  and  Dolphin  are  on  their 
"  paflage  from  Mahon  for  this  place.  The  Pbamix  is 
'*  gone  to  Leghorn  by  order  of  capt.  Edgcumhe  for  lettCFs 
"  and  intelligence  i  and  the  Experiment  is  cruifing  off 
"  Cape  Pallas,  whom  I  expe&  in  every  hour. 
.-  "  By  a  letter  from  Mr.  Books,  our  conful  at  Cartba- 
"  S^^  to  general  Fswke,  dated  the  21ft  of  j^ril,  it 
"  appears  that  twelve  fail  of  Spanijh  men  of  war  are 
"  ordered  for  Cadiz  and  Ferrel,  which  are  expedbed  ac 
**  that  porCj  but  on  what  account  he  could  not  tell  the 
•*  governor. 

,  **  We  are  employed  in  taking  in  wine  and  compleat- 
**  ing  our  water,  with  the  utmofl:  difpatch,  and  Ihall  let 
"  no  opportunity  flip  of  failing  from  hence. 

«  Heremth  I  fend  you  inclofed  a.  copy  of  fuch  papers 
"  as  have  been  delivered  me,  wluch  I  thought  neceflary 
*'  for  their  lordthips  infpcftion. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 

"  Your  moft  humbk  lervont, 

..  "J.  B." 

Hon.  J— n  G— d,  Efqj 

.  This  letter  was  .carefully  fuppr^ed,  it  being  not  con- 
venient thu  the  pco^e  ihould  know  chat  he  already 

found 
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found  his  arrival  too  late  and  his  farce  too  weak,  that 
his  Jhips  were  foul  or  his  fioras  fhort^  or  the  workt  of 
Gibraltar  negleEled  and  ruincus.  However,  he  was  punilhed 
for  this  uncertMn  inttUigence  by  ah  oracubus  anticipa- 
tion of  cowardice,  and  a  report  diligently  fpread  diac 
bt  would  not  fgbt. 

To  prove  that  what  he  aflerted  of  the  fuperiority  of 
the  French  to  the  EngHjh  fquadron  is  not  the  fidion  of 
art  or  the  double  fight  of  cowardice,  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing uble  of  their  different  Ibength. 

Tbt  homurailt  ^dmirat  Byng'/  M.  De  h  Galiflbnniere'j  SqaaJran.tuhtn 

SjuaJraw,    tubin    it   tKg/igid  it luaJeJ ihiTraBfi a/MinorcM.tS Jfiril, 

Jtf.  DelaGalisiosnieue'/  an  J  at  lit  Eng^gimer:!  viiib  Jd.  Byng'f 

«f  Ca/*  Mola,  20  May,  1756,  Squadrcn,  oJCafe  MoIa.loJlfjf,  1756. 


Wt.  ot  n 

wtofmcc 

N>.mbet 

Tot.1 

SlittKsma. 

1 

°" 

Sbip.  titmn. 

of 

board 

ow 

mid 

3W 

op 

Sea. 

iol- 

eadi 

1. 

lb 

dec. 
lb. 

Jet. 

lb- 

men. 

dim. 

Aip. 

Rtmiliei 

90 

,1 

Foudroyint 

3j 

70c 

150 

95* 

Cullodcn 

74 

31 

L.  Couronne 

6r 

15c 

800 

BuekmghiBi 

GS 

1' 

>4 

650 

.JO 

Soo 

66 

3» 

Le  Terotrilre 

tjC 

150 

Koo 

T.idint 

64 

Le  Rt.lout.hlc 

ejt 

I  JO 

Soo 

Inrrnid 

fi4 

3» 

14 

Soc 

600 

Cplim 

64 

»4 

Le  tier 

*4 

14 

SCO 

100 

6ao 

6i 

»4 

Le  'i'riton 

£4 

i4 

50 

600 

ttinjilDn 

6c 

14 

LcLion 

64 

14 

JOC 

«oo 

Otttinct 

60 

Le  Contjnt 

»4 

sec 

fioo 

PilnrafiLoulft 

5' 

usage 

M 

JOC 

6bo 

Pottluid 

48 

U 

L'Orph;* 

"- 

36 

'* 

SOc 

IOC 

6.-0 

Friia,... 

778 

FrigMH. 

S:!- 

6?r 

■  5^" 

'3SO 

Depiroid 

4K 

L.  Roie 

30c 

JOO 

Chcfteifield 

30 

»io 

150 

Phcenli 

U  Cicieufe 

J  JO 

-y 

Dol>hln 

L.  Topii. 

14 

aso 

150 

ExpoimcDt 

» 

Li  N)  raphe 

1.. 

Toot 

91 

Totil 

»« 

;o5u 

IJSC 

,fico 

)  by  Google 


43^        bASE  or  AbMilAt  BYKG. 

"  In  the  firft  place,  the  number  of  ftiips  was  equal 
**  on  each  fide  j  from  this  then  no  advantage  was  to  be 
"  drawn  by  <mc  party  above  another.  As  the  frigates 
**  on  ci^cr  fide  did  not  eng^,  notwithftandJng  the 
"  Freitcb  exceeded  the  Englifi  greatly  in  number  of  men 
•*  and  weight  of  metal,  I  fhall  not  attempt  to  derive 
"  from  that  circumftancc  any  argument  of  the  fuperi- 
**  OTity  of  the  French  fleet  to  that  of  the  EngUJh,  but 
*•  confider  thofe  Ihips  which  were  drawn  up  In  line  of 
*'  battle,  only  remarking  the  weaknefs  of  that  objeftion 
*'  to  the  conduct  of  the  admiral,  in  leaving  the  Depiford 
*'  out  of  the  line ;  when  the  fame  thing  was  done  by 
"  Monfieur  La  GalHJbmiere  in  not  taking  the  Juno  into 
**  his  line ;  the  firft  being  of  forty-eight  giins,  and  the 
"  latter  of  forty-fix. 

"  The  number  of  fliips  bang  equal,  the  next  con- 
*'  federation  is  the  number  of  guns }  and  in  this  article, 
"  according  to  this  lift,  which  was  received  from  a  perfon 
"  the  beft  enabled  to  g^e  a  juft  account,  and  the  leaft 
*•  to  be  fufpefted  of  doing  the  contrary,  the  French  fleet 
**  exceeded  the  EngUft)  by  fifty  cannon,  the  number  of 
•*  the  firft  being  eight  hundred  twenty-eight,  and  of  the 
*•  fccond  feven  hundred  feventy-eight,  which  gives  a 
**  majority  of  fifty  on  the  fide  of  the  French ;  but  as  it 
"  may  be  objected,  that,  according  to  other  lifts  printed 
«  by  authority,  the  Wpepothame  and  Fier  are  given  as 
«  fifty  gun  fliips  only,  we  will  fuppofe  that  to  be  the 
*  right,  and  then  the  number  of  French  cannon  exceedi 
'*  the  EngUJh  by  twenty-two  guns  only. 

"  The  next  article  which  comes  in  confideration  is  the 
**  weight  of  metal  -,  and  in  this  place  it  fecms  ncceflary 
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"  to  remark,  diat  it-is  the  ufual  ctiftom  to  denominate 
"  the  weight  of  metal  by  the  guru  which  are  on  the 
**  whole  decks  only ;  hence  it  ha{^)ens,  though  three 
"  fizes  are  only  mentioned  in  the  lift  of  the  RamiUies, 
"  and  two  in  that  of  the  Feudrq/aat,  that  there  were  ttn 
**  of  the  number  on  board  the  RamiUUs  on  the  quarter 
**  deck  and  forecaftle,  which  carried  fix  pounds  only, 
"  and  on  board  the  Foudreyant  twenty-four,  which  placed 
*'  in  the  fame  parts  mentioned  in  the  Ramiliies,  carried 
"  «ily  ftiot  of  twelve  pounds. 

"  The  FoudreyMit  and  RamiiSes  then  may  be  thus  con-> 
"  Ildered  with  refpeft  to  the  cannon  wMch  each  carried. 

Foudreyant.  RamiUies. 
Guns.        Weight  of  ftiot.  Guns.        Weight  of  fliot. 

30    of  52  pounds.          ^  26  of  51  pounds. 

30        24                           26  iS             . 

S4        12                           28  12          ' 

—  —                           10  6 
84    2268  lb.  each  chai^.  —  — — 

—  — ^                         90  1696  U>.  each  dtarge. 

"  Deducing  then  the  leflcr  from  the  greater  number, 
«  the  weight  of  the  fliot  fired  by  the  Foudroyata  in  a 
"  difcharge  of  aD  the  cannon,  exceeds  that  of  the  Ra- 
^'  mUies  by  five  hundred  fevcnty-two  pounds,  almoft  a 
^  third  of  the  whole  quantity.  '  The  number  of  men  oa 
**  board  the  EngUJh  fhip,  was  (even  hundred  vid  thirtyi 
*'  on  board  the  French,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  j  which 
**  gives  a  m^gority  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  to 
**  die  Fi-mcb  fliip.  Now,  on  a  mediumi  we  may  allow 
F  I"  «  eight 
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"  eight  men  tp  a  gun  on  boafd  the  FoUdftyyOfit,  as  iier 
"  metal  is  heavier,  and  fix  tb  a  giin  on  Ijoard  the  JRa- 
*'  miUies  -,  thU  will  maVe  fix  hundred  fevcnty-two  at  the 
"  great  gun?,  and  two  hundred  and  feventy-cr^  at  the 
"  fmall  arms,  on  board  the  French  fliip }  and  five  hun- 
"  dred  and  forty,  at  the  great  guns,  and  one  'handred 
*'  and  ninety  at  die  fmall  arms,  on  board  the  RamiSiesy 
"  which  gives  a  majority  of  eighty-eight  fmall  arms 
"•"  men  to  the  Foudreyani,  almoft  a  third  fuperior  to  the 
"  RamilUes,  In  this  account  we  have  computed  the 
"  officecs  and  others  employed  in  various  dudes,  amot^ 
'"  the  IniaH  arms;  and  as  each  !hip'has  probity  an 
"  equal  ntimber  engaged  in  thefc  ferviccs,  it^atever  is 
*f  afiowed>  being  aUowed  alike  on  board  each  fhip,  it 
"  leaves  the  fame  proportion  amongft  dte  .finfUl  aims 
*'  men ;  this  th«i  effefls  flothing  on  the  validity  of  the 
*'  reafbning. 

"  Let  me  then  ima^ne  them  all  engaged  -eft  beard 
"  each  Ibip,  the  Fottdreyant  di£diar^ng  icortt  die  finall 
-**  anus,  nvo  ^a^red  and  feventy-eight  bafis,  and  ^e 
"  RamilUes  one  hundred  -and  ninety,  the  French  lliip's 
'^  fire  in  this  re^eft  exceeds  the  Englijb  by  eighty-eight 
"  balls  in  each  general  volley  j  let  me  fuppofe  alfo,  diat 
."  a  pumbei:  of  cannon  equ4  to  the  whole  fum  in  each 
"  fliip,  be  difcha^ged  in  a  minute,  which  feems  no  im- 
.'•  probable  fuppofition,  fince  cannon  are  fired  twelve 
/'  times  in  a  mimite  inland  fcrvice;  the  excefe  pf  we^gjit 
^  '•  of  metal  in  the  Foudroyantj  compared  with  that  fired 
, "  hy  the  RamilUes  in  one  hour,  will  be  thirty-Four  thou- 
^"  fand  three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  a  mcAam^'- 
.  Y  ipg.fuperiority.    If  we  allow  at  the  feme  time,  four 
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*'  difidbargcs  of  the  Ibnall  atms  in  each  mintiw,  then  the 
**  number  .of  fmail  QuX.  fired  from  the  FeuJrffymt,  more 
**  thta  from  the  RamilHes  in  one  hour,  will  be  twenty- 
"  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty,  wluchincreafei 
f  >the  nhonce  of  the  men  being  killed  on  the  vppcr  deck* 
"  on  board  the  Engti/h  fliip  equ^l  to  that  number.  The 
**  adyantage  drawn  from  thi:  fmallanns,  is  dien  esaSdy 
*<  in  {)roportiun  to  the  number  in  which  one  Ihtp  exceed* 
"  another,  and  the  advantage  of  the  heavier  Ihot  dif- 
V  charged  from  the  cannon,  is  as  the  diamcKr  of  each 
**  fxceeds  the  other ;  let  me  fuppofe  a  thirty-t>vo  pound 
"  b^  to  be  ten  inches  tn  diameter,  fuch  a  ibot  can  pafi 
**  between  two  (^jefts  eleven  inches  dillanc  from  each 
**  other,  and  touch  neither  of  them ;  in^tereas,  aUowing 
*'  abilloffifiy-two  pounds,  to  be  twelve  inches  diamc- 
*'  ter,  and  to  pafe  in  the  lame  direction  with  the  former,  ■ 
"  this  laft  ball  may  deftroy,.  but  mufl,  inevitably  wound 
"  both  ol^efts :  again,  if  you  fupp(^e  a  baU  of  ten  inches 
"  diameter,  to  {lais  within  half  an  inch  oi  any  lingle 
**  ok^edt,  that  of  twelve  pafling  in  the  iame  line  by  the 
■'*  increaicd  diameter,  poiSi  deftroy  cff  injure  it :  in  like 
*<  manner  as  the  diameter  in  fhot  increa&s,  the.bolei 
"  which  are  made  in  the  fides  will  be  incr^ed  allbf 
"  riius  two  men  may  be  killed  by  the  biggcft  ball,  and 
**  not  wuched  by  the  lefifef  -,  two  ropes  cut  by  the  bigge^ 
'*  aivl  not  touched  by  the  leflier ;  and  ni^  and  yafds 
."  caf  riod  away  by  die  increafed  diaoxter  of  the  hcvvy 
*'  ball,  which  will  be  umouched  pr  )tSk  a&Aod  ^f  dit 
**  lighteii  t^Cdes  thi;,  hcdfs  t>etween  wind  .jyid  watex> 
'*  v^uch  are  made  by  heavy  b^,  being  pipport^r^  to 
<'  the  diamenr  a^o,  jthe  .danger  of  Ht^cbg  li^^^aled, 
Ff  a  '  «  at 
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**  as  the  wasar  which  flows  throu^  ihfc  g^eat  apcmnc, 
**  is  more  than  that  throu^  the  le^ ;  erery  broadCde 
"  then  fired  from  the  Feu^ffyoHt,  carries  a  probabiUty 
"  of  doing  more  mifchief  than  that  from  the  RamiSUs, 
'*  as  the  diameters  of  all  the  balls  taken  together^  fired 
*'  fi-om  the  French  ibip,  exceeds  that  of  the  Et^li^ ; 
"  and  for  this  reafon  it  is  in  a  great  meafurc,  that  the 
**  mafls,  yards,  and  rigging,  are  more  damaged  (xi  board 
"  FngUfl}  fhips  in  batde  than  on  board  Fraicb, 

"  Hence  in  every  view,  except  number  of  cannon, 
"  which  are  only  fix  fmall  guns  of  fix  pounds,  the  Fou~ 
**  «^d»/,  isfuperior  to  the  RamilUes,  almoftas  three,  to 
**  two,  in  this  manner  of  compudng  die  fliperiority, 
**  wluch  appears  to  me  to  be  juft,  if  for  three  to  two  in 
*  force,  we  put  three  to  two  in  (hips,  which  amounts  ■ 
«*  to  the  fame  thing,  on  which  fide  ought  a  prudent 
*'  man  to  eipedt  the  victory. 

"  I  do  not,  by  thb  manner  of  computing  each  force, 
*'  propofe  to  reduce  the  different  degrees  in  fliength  OC 
**  each  fhip  to  a  mathematical  and  demonftrative  eza£t- 
«  nefe,  but  only  to  fhow  nearly,  how  much  the  fijperi- 
"  onty  of  the  French  ftiip  was  greater  than  that  of  the 
'•  E»gli/b ;  as  to  the  fize  of  the  ftiips,  the  Fouiroyatu  u 
**  thelargeft. 

"  It  may  be  (Ajeaed,  probably,  that  the  chai^  and 
"  difchai^  of  a  cannon,  inflead  of  talung  up  one  mi- 
"  nute,  inay  take  up  five  or  perhaps  ten,  and  each  man 
**  at  the_  fmall  arms  cmpby  a  like  time  to  charge  and 
*'  fire  his'ftifee  j  even  then  this  will  create  no  difference, 
«  the  lame  tiitie  being  allowed  alike  to  each  Ihip,  the 
**  fupcriorityof  powers  on  board  the  Feudrvfant  to  thofe 
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**  on  board  the  RmiUUSt  will  be  ftill  prcferved  the 
"  fame;  and  the  fole  alteration  ariiing  from  this  is, 
"  that  by  leis  firings  the  fiiperioricy  is  not  fo  often  ex- 
"  erted,  and  the  proportion  of  four  to  three  ftill  remain. 

*'  In  this  manner  of  comparing  the  different  ftrengths 
"  of  the  two  fleets,  I  have  pitched  upon  the  two  Ihips 
«  wluch  were  the  neareft  a  match  for  each  other,  and 
"  here  the  odds  were  as  four  to  three.  Between  die 
**  Couronne  and  CuSoden,  it  is  ftill  greater,  and  when 
"  you  defcend  lower,  and  compare  the  ferenty-fbur  and 
"  fixty-four  gun  Fraub  fhips,  againft  the  fbtty-eight, 
«  lixty-fix,  fixty-four,  and  fixty  gun  fliips  of  England^ 
'*  it  is  three  to  twoj  fo  that  the  prt^xution  of  four  to 
^*  three,  is  a  very  infeiior  allowance  for  the  fuperiority 
**  of  the  French  fleet  over  the  Engiijb  as  they  met  in  the 
**  Medit&raiuan. 

**  Hence  it  cvidendy  ^pcars,  that  if  this  third  part 
"  of  fupen(»ity  was  taken  from  the  twelve  Frentb  Ihjps, 
*'  leaving  each  an  equal  to  the  Englijhy  there  would  re- 
**  m^  a  fufficient  force  to  equip  four  Ihips  more,  then 
"  the  number  would  be  fixteen  French  Ihips  to  twelve 
"  EngUfiti  a  fuperiority  not  to  be  attacked  by  a  prudent 
"  man." 

Mr.  Byn^^  next  complaint  is  of  the  injury  done  to 
his  charader  by  muulations  of  his  letter  publifbed  in 
die  Gazette,  and  it  is  now  given  to  the  public  complete, 
that  the  public  may  freely  examine  it. 

The  parts  {vimed  in  comma's,  are  the  parts  omitted 
in  the  Gazette. 

F  f  3  SatnU' 
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RamHieSy  iff  MindfiA,  15  ik/^,  175.6. 
SIR, 
I  H  A  V  E'  the  pleafurt  to  dcTiri  yoo  *Ul  jKquunt' 
AfeM-  lordfliips,  that  having  (mI^.  from  («»««iAfr  the 
8th,  I  got  off  MtrtMin  the  19th,  hiving  beeni  jeirttd 
by  his  rt^fty's  Ihip  PbHiit,  off  Majorca^  ~  t«d  dayS 
Hefore,  '*  by  whom  I  had  confirmed  the  int^igetibv  I 
«  received  at  Giiraltar,  of  tlw  ftrength  of  tM  /Vwif* 
«  fleet,  and  of  tiicir  being  off  AMei.  His  me^d^'i 
«  coloura  welre  fiiil  flying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Pbiii^s; 
"  and  I  cooW  |ierceive  feverd  bomb  batoeraes  i^i^Big' 
*•  upon  it  from  different  parts  j  P^itich  colours  we  ik* 

*  f^ng  on  the  weft  part  of  iSt.  PbU^'s.  I  dil^atched 
«  the  Phartix,  Qiefierfeld^  and  Dolpbk  a-he»di'  to  reotin- 
**  noitre  the  harbour's  month,  aftd  caplain  throeyt  m 
"  endeavour  to  land  a  letter  for  general  BlaktUrf,  to  Irt 
•«  him  know  the  fleet  was  here  to  his  affiftartce,  thotfgh 
•*  every  one  was  of  opinion,  we  could  be  of  no  ufe  to 
•*  him,  as  by  aD  accounts  no  place  was  fccufed  fbr  go-  ' 
••  vering  a  landing,  could  we  have  JJ)ared  any  pec^Ie. 
*'  The  Pbanix  was  alfo  to  make  the  private  fignal  bc- 
**  twecn  captMn  Hervej  arid  cajkmn  Seroff,  as  Umiattcr 
*'  would  undoubtedly  come  off,  if  it  were  prafkicable, 
*'  having  kept  the  Dolf bin's  barge  with  him  1  but  the 
"  enemy's  fleet  appearing  to  the  (buth-eaft,  and  tf»e 
"  wind  at  the  fame  time  coming  ftrong  off  the  knd, 
•*  obliged  mc  to  call  thole  fhips  in,  before  tiiey  could 
•f*  get  quite  fo  near  the  cnrraiice  of  the  liarbGur,  aft  to 
**  make  fure  what  batteries  or  guns  might  5c  placed  to 
••  prevent  our  having  any  communication  with  the 

*  caftle."    Falling  little  wihd^  it  waj  five  before  I  could 

form 
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ftrm  my  U114  or  difiinguifh  any  o(  the.  eneniy's  mo- 
OQtis,  and  not  at  all  to  judgo  of  theic  force  mqre  than. 
by  their  '  numbers,  vAdch  were  feventeen>  and  thirteen 
appeued  large.  They  at  6dl  ftood  towards  us  iii  a  re- 
gu^-  UnCf  tacked  about  feven,  which  I  judged  was  tQ 
endeavour  to  take  the  wind  of  us  in  the  night;  To  that 
beii^  late>  I  tacked^  in  order  to  keep  the  weather-gage 
4f  them,  as  well  as  to  make  fure  of  the  land  wind,  in 
the  morning  bdog  very  hazy  and  not  above  five  leagues 
ifff  cape  Mola,  We  tacked  off  towards  the  twsraY  ac 
clevcii  i  and  at  day-light  had  no  fight  of  them.  But 
two.  cartai^  with  the  French  piivate  fignal  being  clofe  in 
»tilh  the  ptt/f  ^  our  fleet,  I  fent  tlit  Princefs  tei^a  t^ 
ehafe  one^  ai>d  made  the  fign^  for  the  rear  admiral, 
who  -ma  neareft  the  other,  to  fend  fhips  to  ch^e  her ; 
jibe  Primes  ^Muijot  D^ance,  apd  Captain,  became  at  a 
greftc  diftitn=e»,  bxtt  the  D^aiu  took  her's,  which  had 
tvo  capt^inSh  twq  lieuteiuats,  and  one  hundred  and  tw^ 
ptivate.ibldieFS>  vho  were  fent  out  the  day  before  wit£i 
Gx  hundred  noeo  or  board  tartans  to  rtinforce.che  French 
fleet,  on,  our  then  a^xaring  off  the  place.  The  jRfc«- 
jtw,  on  captain  Hervg\  offer,  prepared  to  ferve  as  a 
£re  -fliip,  but  without  damaging  her  as  a  frigate^  till  the 
figtul  was  made  to  prime,  when  the  was  then  to  fcuttle 
.  her  decks,  every  thing  elfe  being  prepared,  as  the  time 
Mid  place  allowed  of.  The  enemy  now  began  to  appear 
£mn  the  maft  head ;  I  called  in  the  cruifers,  and  when 
they  had  joined  me,  \  tacked  towards  the  enemy,  and 
formed  the  line  a-bcad.  I  found  the  French  were  pre- 
paring ^heira  to  leeward,  having  upfuccefsfiilly  endea- 
V«ure4.t9  wca^har  me :  they  wcrccwelve  ^ge  Ihips  of 
Ff  4     "  tht 
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the  Une,  and  five  fiigaces.  As  foon  as  I  jutted  cfae 
rear  of  our  fieet  to  be  the  length  of  their  van,  we  tacked 
all  together,  and  immediately  made  die  fignal  for  the 
fliips  that  led,  K>  lead  large,  and  for  die  Beptford  to  quk 
the  line,  that  ours  might  become  equal  in  number  with 
theirs.  At  two  I  made  the  lignalto  engage,  as  I  found 
it  was  the  fureft  method  of  ordering  every  fliip  to  dofe 
down  on  the  one  that  fell  to  their  lot.  And  here  I  mxA 
exprefs  my  great  latisfaftion  at  the  very  g^lant  manner 
in  which  the  rear-admiral  fet  the  van  the  exam|^,  by 
inftantly  bearing  down  on  the  fliips  he  was  to  engage 
with  his  fecond,  and  who  occafioned  one  of  the  Fraicb 
{hips  to  begin  the  engagement,  whidi  they  did,  by  rak- 
ing ours  as  they  went  down }  I  bore  down  on  the  fliip 
that  lay  oppofite  me,  and  began  to  engage  him,  after 
having  received  the  fire  for  fome  dme  in  going  down. 
The  &trepui  «  unfortunately"  (in  the  very  banning) 
had  his  fore-top-maft  fhot  away,  and  as  that  hung  mi 
his  fore-fail  and  backed  it,  he  had  no  command  of  his 
fiiip,  his  fore-tack  and  all  his  braces  being  cut  at  the 
fame  dme,  lb  that  he  drove  on  the  next  fhip  to  him, 
and  obliged  that,  and  the  Ihips  a-head  of  me,  to  throw 
all  aback  J  this  obliged  me  to  do  {o  alfo  for  fome  mi- 
nutes to  avoid  their  falling  on  board  me,  though  not  be^ 
fore  we  had  drove  our  adverfary  out  of  the  line,  who 
put  before  the  wind,  and  had  fcveral  fhot  fired  at  him 
from  his  own  admiral.  This  not  only  cauled  the  ene- 
my's centre  to  be  unattacked,  but  kA  the  rear-admi- 
ral's divilion  rather  uncovered  for  fome  little  time.  I 
fent  and  called  to  the  fhips  a-head  of  me  to  make  fail 
«a,  and  go  down  oo  the  enemy,  and  ordered  the  O^- 
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terfieU  to  lay  b^  the  Intrepid^  and  the  Deptford  to  iupplf 
the  Intrepid'a  place.  -  I  found  the  enemy  edged  amy 
conftandy,  and  as  they  went  three  feet  to  our  .one,  they 
would  never  permit  our  clofuig  mth  them>  but  took  the 
advamageof  ddtroying  our  rising  i  for  though  I  doled 
die  rear-admiral  &&,  I  found  I  could  not  again  dofe 
the  enemy^  wfa{^e  van  were  fairly  drove  from  dieir  line ; 
but  thdr  admiral  was  j<nning  them  by  bearing  away. 
By  this  time  it  was  paft  fix,  and  the  enemy's  van  and 
ours  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  u>  engage  i  I  percoved 
fomc  of  their  fliips  ftretching  to  the  nwthward,  and  I 
imagined  they  were  gung  to  fcxia  a  new  line ;  I  made 
the  lignal  for  the  headmoft  fhips  to  tack,  and  thofe  diat 
led  before  mth  larboard  tacks>  to  lead  with  the  flar- 
board,  that  I  might  by  the  firft  keep,  (if  poffible)  the 
wind  of  the  enemy>  and  by  the  fecond,  be  between  die 
rear-admiral's  divifion  and  the  enemy,  as  lus  had  fiif^ 
fered  mdt,  as  aUb  to  cover  the  htrtpid,  which  I  per- 
ceived to  be  in  a  very  bad  condidon,  and  whole  k>& 
would  very  greatly  g^e  the  balance  agwift  us,  if  diey 
had  attacked  us  the  next  morning  as  I  expected.  I 
brought-to  about  eight  that,  night  to  join  the  htrtpiJt 
and  to  refit  our  fhips  as  fd&,  as  poQible,  and  continued 
lb  all  night.  The  next  morning  we  law  nothing.of  the 
enemy,  though  we  were  ftill  Ipng  to  j  AUhen  was  N, 
N.  W.  about  ten  or  eleven  leagues.  I  fent  cniifers  out 
to  look  for  the  JntrepU  and  Cbejlerjkldt  who  j<»ned  me 
the  next  day;  and  having,  from  a  (tace  and  condition 
of  the  fquadron  brought  me  in,  found  that  the  Captakty 
Jntrepidf  and  DefiaacCi  (which  latter  has  loft  her  Ci4)tain) 
were  much  damaged  in  dteu-  mafts>  "  fo  that  they  were 
«  cndan- 
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**  oidangend  of  not  facing  ^ble  eo  (oCfxt  thek-  maA». 
"  pn^wrijr  at  fea  »  and  alic^  that  chc  iquadron  in  gene- 
">  ral  ffoc  vay  ficklf ,  msi^  killed  aad  wounded,  and 
"  aa.wbtic  to  put  i.  tbird  of  their  BunsbeCi  if  I  made  ao 
"  bo^ital  even  of  the  fixtygun  ftiip,  whkh  was  not  eafy 
**  at  fca,"  I  tiiought  it  proper  in  this  ntun^on,  to  call  ft 
council  of  war  beSott  I  went  agaia  to;  loek  fi)f  the  enemy. 
I  dcfnedthe  attendance  of  general  Stmttt  k»d  E^^btmt. 
ind.  lord  ie^^tirrJkr^  aid  colonel  Ctnwaiki,  that  I  mi^m 
drik^ttheiropimooavpontheprefemrituatioB  "of  A2uwrM 
**  and  GUra/tsTt  and  make  fore  (^  proteding  the  latter, 
**..fince  it  was  feund  knpra^icable  fea  cither  fiKcour  or 
**  itlieve  the  former  with  the  force  we  bad  i  for  though 
*^  we  niay  juftlf  clmm  ^  Yiftory*.  yet  we  are  mticb 
•*  inferior  to  the  weight  of  their  ftiips,  though  the  num- 
**  b«r»  are  equati  and  they  hare  the  advantage  o(  lend- 
"  ing  tp  SfSnona  their voHnded,  imdgctting  reinfijrce- 
*'  raedtsi  of  feameaftoia  their  tranfpdrts.  and  ibklien 
*■  fi-on  dieir  campi  aU  which,  undQubtedly  has  been 
*'  doQt  in.  this  tioie  that  v«  h^e  been  laying  to  to  refit, 
"■  and  <^ten  in.  fi^^t  <^  Misorea  i  and  their  fliipa  luvc 
^  iMirc  di4n  oB,ce  ^pcaii^jd^in  a  line  from  oor  oiaft-head^ 
<*  1.  jitnd  their  Igrt^tps,  the  refoluuon  of  the  council  of 
•*  wur,"  in  which  there  was  not  the  leaft  contention  or 
doubt  aiofe.  *'  I  lit^pc  indeed  we  ihall  find  ftores  to 
•*  r^  us  at  Gibtaltar^  and  if  I  have  any  ccinforcement, 
«  will  BOt  k^  a  moment's  time  to  feek  the  enemy 
''  .agun^  and  once  more  give  them  battle,  though  they 
*'  have  a  great  advanefige:in  being  clean  Ibips,  that  go 
*'  three  feet  co  our  oBe>  and  therefore  have  the  choice 
"  how  they  wlU  engage  ;Ui^  or  if  they  iijil^  at  all,  and 
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•'  will  never  let  lis  clofc  them,  m  their  fe»le  view  is  the 
**  difidiiing  our  fliij^s,  m  which  rhey  have  but  too  well 
*'  ibccttdedj  thoag^  we  obliged  them  to  bear -up."  I 
^  not  icnd  their  IbnUh^is  die  puticolars  of  our  lofies 
and  damages  hj  thui  as  it  would  take  me  much  timcj 
and  char  I  am  willing  none  fiwuld  be  fed  ia  letting  than 
know  an  cveat  of  (iich  coBfequence.  **  I  cannot  hc^ 
**  tiling  their  lordflilps  for  a  reinforcement,  if -none  are 
V  yet  faHed,  on  dieir'  kfwwled^  of  the  enemy's  ftrength 
f*-in  thelfa  ibas,  and  which,  by  very  gpod  intelL^nc^ 
'*  will  in  1  few  6ays  hi  ftrengtheBcd  b^  four  more  Wgp 
**  Ihips  &om  TWm,  '4lmoft  ready  to  lal],  if  not  now 
"  £uled  to  join  thefe,"  I  cUipatch  this  to  Sir  Benjamin 
Keent  by  way  of  Bs'celona,  and  am  m^dng  the  beft  of 
tnf  way  to  '<  cover"  Gibridtar  -,  from  which  place  I  pn>- 
p^  fending  their  ktfdihips  a  more  particular  account, 

I.  am,  Sir*  your  moft  humble  Icivani^  J.  B, 

Hoo.  Jehn  Cleveland^  Efq. 

P.  S.  I  muft  dbfire  you  will  acquaint  their  lordflups, 
that  I  have  sppoint&d  captain,  Herv^  to  the  commaod' 
<^  die  D^fitrtcdy  in  the  room  of  capuun  Jndrtws  fkin  in 
the  a^<Ai. 

I  have  jufl  feht  die  defe£ts  of  the  flupa,  as  I  hare  got 
it  made  out,  whilft  I  was  dofing  my  letter." 

The  pafiages  omitted  aec  here  fpeciBcd,  and  why  they 
were  omitted  it  is  now  time  to  coBJefturc. 

The  fiHt'mutthnon  concealed  an  aUuTion  made  to 
hit  former  tetter  from  Gibraltar ^  which  it  was  j^iparendy 
dieintereftof  then^iftry  to  keep  in.(Urkne&.  Itfeems 
likewtfe  intended  by  this  omiffion  to  infinuate  that  hyiig 
never  came  into  fight  of  Minorca^   and  that  he  was 
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caught  unexpcfledly  by  the  Fmub.  The  words  ftnuS/, 
we  have  Jpared  ary  pei^,  wouM  have  difcovcred  the 
weakncfe  of  the  armament;  and  the  opinion  of  the  offi- 
cers that  the  landmgflace  was  covendt  would  hare  ihewn 
die  folly  of  thofe  who  contrived  the  expedition,  and  fent 
out  a  fleet  too  weak  to  encounter  the  enemy  at  fea,  and 
not  expefted  that  this  Ihould  at  the  fame  time  drive  away 
an  army  intrenched  on  the  land.  Who  fent  out  a  weak 
fleet,  when  they  might  have  made  it  ftrong^  by  adding 
the  flaps  of  which  the  crews  were  ufelefely  devouring 
their  provifions  at  Sfitbead,  and  amufcd  lint  nation  widi 
an  attempt  to  relieve  Mhwrca,  utiile  they  lent  no  land 
forces,  or  none  proportioned  to  the  purpofe>  and  fcnt 
them  out  at  a  time  when  Aey  could  not  be  landed. 

The  next  omilTion  was  likewife  equally  unfair^  and 
equally  malignant,  and  appears  defigned  pardy  to  cafl: 
reproach  on  the  admiral,  and  pardy  to  hide  the  faults  of 
the  miniftry.  To  conceal  the  fitnels  trf"  fljwf's  retreat, 
they  fupprefs  the  damage  done  to  the  Ihips ;  to  con- 
ceal their  own  negligence,  they  omit  the  mention  of  the 
wounded,  and  the  want  of  an  hofpital  fliip  for  their  re- 
cepticm.  Surely  the  men  who  fent  out  a  fleet  without 
provifion  for  the  wounded,  had  no  defign  that  there 
(hould  ever  be  a  batde,  and  meant  only  to  deceive  the 
naticwi  by  an  expedirion  purpofcly  contrived  to  be  vain. 

This  is  the  ^rft .  time  that  a  fleet  was  fitted  out  for 
fuch  an  entcrprize,  mthout  ftere-fliips,  firc-Ihips,  hof- 
pital-fhips,  or  tenders ;  and  why  this  fleet  was  thus  im- 
perfectly fomiihed,  what  reafon  can  be  given,  but  that 
die  relief  of  Minorca  was  never  intended'! 

The 
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The  intent  of  this  omiflion  being  principally  to  fix 
upon  Byng  the  reproach  of  nctuming  wkhoui  neccQity, 
it  may  now  be  enquired  whether  it  was  proper  to  havf 
hazarded  a  fecond  engagement.  No  man  was  ever  ex~ 
pe^d  to  fig^t  without  hope  of  vi^ry,  or  without  prof- 
ped  of  advantage  proportionate  to  the  danger  of  defeat. 
Hope  of  viflrory  he  could  have  none»  the  French  fleet 
was  at  firft  fuperior>  and  was  far  more  fuperior  after  the 
battle  i  profpeft  of  advantage  was  now  at  an  end,  for  he 
could  not  now  relieve  St.  Philip,  though  Galifoamre 
had  delivered  up  his  (hips  without  a  fliot,  it  was  already 
invefted  by  an  adequate  forces  and  though  tiie  fiege 
might  have  been  prolonged,  it  could  not  have  been  raifed. 

It  is  much  harder  to  difcover  why  Galijfonmere  fuf- 
fered  our  fluttered  fliips  to  efcape.  Was  h:  by  a  fecm 
convention  with  our  minifhy,  that  A^norca  was  g^ven 
up  on  one  fide,  and  our  defeated  fieet  fpared  on  the 
other  ?  What  other  reafon  can  be  given  why  the  mim- 
ftiy,  who  knew  the  fuperiority  of  the  French  fleet  early 
enough,  did  not  order  Byng,  by  difpatches  fent  over-land, 
to  wait  at  Gibraltar  for  reinforcements  ?  What  can  be 
alledged  but  that  of  this  fleet,  they  had  «ther  covenant 
for  the  fafety,  or  intended  the  lofc  ? 

The  next  mutilaoon  fupprefles  i^e  accoiuit  of  the  ene- 
my's fuperiority,  fuch  an  account  as  furely  cannot  be 
contradicted.  The  French  had  an  army  from  which  the 
fleet  was  fuppUed  with  freih  men :  Byng  had  more  than 
a  thodand  fick  without  an  hofpital  fliip  for  their  recep- 
tipn. 

The  next  paflage  omitted  defcribcs  another  advan> 
tage  enjoyed  by  the  Frentht  that  their  fliips  were  clean 
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to  which  it  might  have  been  ulded,  to  the  honour  rf 
our  miniftcrs,  that  fbeir  jb^s  «ww  h^isr.  A  daitwur 
has  been  raifc4  by  the  aflerBoiii  Aat  Aey  fttled  rtr» 
_^rf  to  me:  a  feaman's  jArafe  never  defignedto  be  »n- 
derfteod  litCTEdly,  nor  ever  interpreoed  literally  before, 
by  which  nothing  is  implied  but  that  they  laled  fafler, 
and  had  great  advantage  by  fuperior  celerity. 

He  hcped  to  find  ftores  to  rffit  him  M  Gibraltar,  where 
in  efFeft,  from  the  ftate  in  which  he  had  left  it,  and 
irfjich  was  carefully  concealed  from  die  puUic,  he  bad 
kttlg  hopes  of  finding  them ;  yet  this  delay,  frtiich  die 
minifters  knew  to  be  unavoidable,  was  imputed  to  him 
as  a  new  crime. 

**  The  next  paragraph  which  is  omitted,  is  the  urg- 

"  ing  the  ad y  to  a  fpeedy  reinforcement,  if  none 

**  was  already  fent,  a  requeft  which  he  had  l>efi>re  made; 
**  at  the  fame  time  acquainting  them  with  die  incpcafing 
**  ftrength  of  the  enemy  at  Toultm,  by  four  large  Ihips  j 
••  which  circumftance,  though  it  tends  not  to  jutefy 
"  the  admiral's  behaviour,  gives  a  favourable  idea  of 
"  his  zeal  for  fucccfs,  and  a  contemptible  one  of  thofc, 
**  who,  prefiding  at  the  head  of  affairs,  had  been  totally 
"  ignorant  of  what  was  preparing  at  Tph^,  and  negli- 
"  gent  at  beft  of  what  happened  to  Minorca :  unlefe  you 
"  may  poffibly  by  this  time  be  apprchenfive,  that  fome 
**  other  motives  conduced  to  this  behai'iour  in  them. 

"  The  laft  paragraph  has  but  one  word  omitted, 
"**  which,  inftead  of  *'  making  the  beft  of  my  way  R> 
'*  Gibraltar"  is  to  cover  Gibraitar ;  a  very  material  •!- 
"  teration  j  the  going  to  cover  a  place  being  very  dif- 
."  fcrent  from  going- to  a  place,' ^e  one  ftgnifykig  an 
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^  aft  of  pnidefide,  ud  of  aftd^r}  the  oth^ /  in  fodk 
''  inftances,  of  ffight,  snd  x^  a  ftigitm!  Was  mt  dus 
*'  word  premeditaeely  left  out,  to  prev«it  you  fitun  afk- 
*'  itig  wttat  danger  Gibraltar  was  ia,  and  to-whac  part 
■**  of  the  letter  this  referred  ?  Docs  it  not  feetn  to  be  the 
**  prcfent  employment  of  the  Gazette  to  mifivprdent, 
-**  and  of  the  writers  or  direftors  of  it,  to  keep  the  peo- 
**  pie  of  England  as  ignorant  as  poflH>le  oi  the  real  fitu- 
*'  ation  of  any  place,  which  may  be  defigned  to  be  g^en 
**  up  to  your  declared  enemies,  by  diofc  vAxo  are  your 
'*  conceded,  if  men  can  be  'denominated  concealed* 
*'  who  are  thus  open  in  purfuing  a  nation's  ruin  ?" 

To  the  end  of  the  letter  were  added  lifts  of  the  two 
fleets,  of  which  even  our  own  lift  was  falfe;  our  cannoa 
were  increafed,  and  the  French  diminifhed.  The  admi- 
ral's account  of  the  damage  fuffered  by  his  fleet  was 
omitted,  and  a  lift  only  given  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
'  as  if  fent  by  him  not  only  for  his  own,  but  for  the  French 
fieet. 

Having  thus  deprived  him  of  his  reputation,  they 
proceed  to  diveft  him  of  fxis  command,  and  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  fent. 

'*  S  I  R, 

"  His  majefly  having  recdved  an  account  that  the 
**  fquadron  under  your  command,  and  that  of  the  i^f,& 
*'  under  the  command  of  Monfieur  Galiffomiere,  came 
•*  to  aftion  off  of  the  harbourrf  Mahm,  the  aodi  of 
**  laft  month,  uhd  that  the  Fretich  (thou^  inferior  to 
*'  yoo  in  force)  kept  before  the  harbour,  and  obliged 
"  you  to  retreat  i  t  am  commaiidcd  by  my  lords  eom- 
"  miflioners 
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**  miflionen  of  die  ad^un^t^,  to  fend  you  herewith  an 
"  extraft  of  MonTicur  Galijfetmer^s  letter  xo  bis  court, 
"  g^nng  an  account  of  the  a^on*  21A  to  acqu^nt  ycni, 
**  that  his  majelty  is  fo  much  diflktisfiecl  with  your  cod- 
**  dud,  that  he  has  ordered  their  lordlhips  xo  recal  your- 
**  felf  and  Mr.  ff^eji,  and  to  fend  out  Sir  Edward  Hawke^ 
**  and  rear-admiral  Saunders,  to  command  thclquadron. 
*'  I  am  extremely  ibny  to  be  obliged  to  inform  you 
"  of  fuch  a  disagreeable  event>  being  with  great  regard, 
"SIR, 

'"  Tour  aofi  obtdient'bumblejercantt 

•     •     • 
J^mraltyJ^fficCt  June  8,  1756. 

To  this  he  returned  a  letter  which  neither  betrayed 
confcioufnefs  of  guilt,  dread  of  refentment,  nw  confii- 
fipn  of  mind. 

Gihaltar~Bay,  July  4,   1756. 
"SIR,' 

■"  By  Sir  Edward  Hawke  I  have  received  their  lord- 
^'  (hips  orders,  and  your  letter  of  the  8  th  of  Jnae,  which 
"  I  have  immediately  complied  with,  and  have  only 
*  to  exprefs  my  furprize  at  being  fo  ignominioully  dif- 
"  miifed  from  my  employment,  in  the  fi^t  of  die  Beet 
.  **  I  had  commanded,  in  fight  of  the  ganifon,  and  in 
**  fig^  of  SfmK,  at  liich  a  time,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
■*  and  after  fuch  conduct,  as  I  hope  Ihall  Ihordy  appear 
*'  to  the  whole  world.  It  is  not  now  for  me  to  ex- 
**  postulate  I  I  flatter  myfclf  that  Mr.  H^eji  and  I  fhall 
"  make  evident  the  injury  done  U)  our  chantdcrs,  which 
**  I  know  of  nothing  in  the  power  of  any  being  what- 

"  ever 
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**  ever  diat  cut  acone  fori  To  hig^  an  opinion  I  have  of 
**  thatj  wliich  vas  ever  unfiilUed  before,  and  ^ch  I 
**  hope  to  make  appear  has  been  moft  injurpuQjr  and 
<*  «rong{iill]r  attadced  nov>  on  the  grounds  of  a  &Ue 
"  galconade  of  an  open  enemy  to  our  king  and  country, 
*(  and  which  vould  have  evidently  appeared*  had  the 
'*  poffible  time  been  allowed  for  my  own  exprefi't 
?'  arrival,  in  which  there  was  nothing  falfe,  nodiii^ 
**  vaunting,  nothing  ihameflil,  nor  any  thing  vriiichcouki 
"  have  [»-evenad  our  receiving  his  Majefty's  royal  ap- 
'*  probadon,  for  having,  with  a  much  inferitH*  forc^ 
"  fought,  met,  attacked,  and  beat  the  enemy:  of  this, 
**  it  is  needlefs  for  me  to  fay  more  at  prefent,  than  thac 
"  I  am  forry  to  Bnd  Mr.  ff^tt^,  with  the  captains, 
**  licutenaAcs,  and  officers  of  die  fhips  we  had  our  flags 
<*  on  board  of,  are  to  be  fuflerers  .for  what  I  alonc>  as 
"  commander  in  chief,  am  aniwerable :  but  it  is  fo 
**  much  of  a  piece  with  the  whole  unheard-of  treatment 
"  I  have  met  with>  that  nddier  they,  the  fleet,  or  my- 
"  felf,  can  be  more  aftonilhed  at  that  particular  than  at 
"  the  whole. 

I  am,  Sm, 

"  Your  very  humljle  Servant 

«  J.  B." 
To  the  Hon.  J— n  C— d,  Efqj 

Let  us  now  review  diis  whole  tranfaftion. 

"  Ffrft,  then,  how  came  the  Fraicb  to  fwm  the  idea 

"  of  taking  •5'/.  Plnlif>%  when  the  fleet  of  England^  known 

5*  to  be  fo  fuperior,  might  have  prevented  die  cmbaika- 

G  g  **  tion  i 
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*■  tioni  if  not  dut,  thdr'dc&ent  on  A^eana;  if  that 
««  couM  not  have  been  done,  reinforc^  .9/.  Pbiiip's, 
**  b«at  the  Frerub  fleet,  and  taken  the  whole  embarkatiwi 
**  prtfonen.  Is  the  duke  of  Ricbluu  {o  mad,  that  he 
*■  wotild  have  undertaken  to  command  ift  »i  expedidon 
"  which  had  been  preparing  fijr  five  mondisi  known  to 
'**  aU  Eurepfy  and  open,  to  be  difconcerted  in  all  the 
*•  !^x)ve  difierait  manners  ?  Would  diedireaors  of  oir 
.  **  marine  preparations,  had  they  been  in  eameft  to  pr*- 
^*  fenre  St,  pbiUp-\  have  lent  oat  an  inferior  iquadron  ? 
**  delayed  it  at  Sfiibettd-  during  fb  many  nnonths  ?  and 
**  given  the  admiral  abfblute  orders  to  expedite  other 

*  fervices,  by  not  taking  men  from  any  fbiip  fit  for 
«*  fervice,  to  matt  his  own  iquadron,  btit  tp  wait  the 
"  comii^  of  tendfers  with  prefled  men  from  LiotrpMlf 
**  And  before  the  airival  of  more  than  two*  he  was 
•»  obliged  to  fail. 

**  Had  the  planners  of  the  expedition  been  tixdy 

*  animated  with  the  intereft  of  their  country,  why, 
'**  when  all  England  and  all  Europe  was  excluming  againft 
*•  their  delay,  did  they  continually  ^ve  out,  that  there 
«  was  no  fleet  preparing  at  Toulon  ?  that  the  Freneb  had 
"  no  iMlors  nor  military  ftores  ]  Was  it  not  to  give  the 

'  *'  air  of  relieving  St.  Pbiiip's  only  that  the  Englifii  fleet 
*'  fet  fwl  a  few  days  before  the  Freneb  ? 

**  When  the  popular  clamour  now  began  to  be  very 
«'  loud,  were  not  ten  thouland  ftorks  invented  to  draw 
«  oflT  the  public  attention  from  the  planners  ^*hc  expe- 
**  dition,  and  to  throw  it  on  him  who  commanded,  atitj 

"**  who  they  concluded  would  miicarry?  Was  it  not 
*•  owing  to  a  deftgn  <£  ill  fuccefe  in  them,  that  the  fleet 
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•*  wasfent  out  fo  fmall>  and  that.he.wafi  ^urcd  the 
«  French  armament  could  not -po^iUy- exceed  fevcn 
"  fliips,  and  probably  would  npt  be  .m(»«_thiu»  -five-? 
«  Was  it  not  conftandy  aflertcd,  that;no;fieBt  was  -ever 
"  fo  well  manned,  equipped,and  powerful,  for  the  nam* 
«  ber,  as  this  Englijb^  fleet  ?  .Ar4  thaf.tbc  .Frtnch  con* 
"  lifted  ofold  ftiips,not  fit  fbrlep'ice,  ijl-iinarjned,  and 
"  worfe  provided ;  whereas  one  moment's,  thought  would 
**  have  told  them,  -ithat  .a  fleet,  however  ill-fumifiied 
"  with  men,  when  it  left  Toulon)  mxtft<be  abundantly 
'*  provided  'mth  hands  frcm  two  hundred  ttaniport^ 
^'  which,  after  landing  the  troops,  fpan:  two  thirds  of 
«  thw"  crews :  as  to  their  fliips  being  fecblfl  or  iU-fitted 
■"  <iut,  the  falfliood  of  that  aflertion  bnow  known.  To 
**  thote  Ipurious  accounts  of  the  diS'erc;nt  J3xength  of  tht 
*'  two  fleets,  was  it  not  conftantly  ad4ed,  that  Mr.  Byng 
"  co.yld  Wow  the  Frpicb  out  of  the  water !  -Witb  what 
*'  intent  but  to  aggravate  ,the.niircarri^  pf  .the  admi* 
*S  rail  by  creating  an  epinbftof  his  fujerior  ibrcc,  the 
"  .more^eflfeiSually  ta  inflame  refentn^eptiagainft  him> 
**  whcftjiiie.iU  news  of._his.not  prevailing  ftiould  arrive? 
'f  Xhe.citade)  of  Mahou  being  attacked,  it  now  be- 
**  came  the  common^conyerfation  amongfl:  the  [banners 
**  of  the.yciyage,  thacthe. fortification  could  not  hold 
*'  out  a  week,  widi,  a  Fle^fign  to  leflen  the  furprize  rf 
^<  its  being  taken  -,  or  if  it  w«3  defended  any  conliderable 
^  time, .;  to  g^ve  an,.idea  of  its  being,  well  provided ; 
•f  does  it  not  therefore  fcem  evident,  from  the  fleet  of 
"  England  being  appointed  fo  inferior,  lb  long  delayed 
**  aft^er  it  was  ready,  lent  fo  late,  without  a  foldier  buc 
<*  thole  who  afted  as  marines,  without  an  hic^pital-lhip, 
G  g  2.  "  fire- 
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"  fire-llu{}»  tranfports,  or  renders  i  that  no  batdc  was 
*•  intended  to  be  fought,  nor  St.  Philip's  relieved  ?  but 
**  by  this  dejay,  t6  pve  time  tb  Marihid  Ricblieu  to  take 
**  the  fortification^  ttturn  wiUi  his  fixtti  and  leave  Mr. 
"  Byng  to  cruife  ineffcfhially  round  Minorca.  Indeed 
"  the  brave  Irifimuot  dffappcHnted  the  expectations  <^ 
*'  thole  who  had  thus  dcGgned  the  ^ole  tranfa^oOf 
**  by  defending  the  place  becon:iing  the  duty  of  Briii^ 
"  fut^cAs,  and  not  according  to  finiller  intention. 

'*  By  this  contemptible  cunning,  a  quality  olten  con- 
'*,ne£ted  ^th  ignorance  in  little  mmds,  it  leems  con- 
"  Crived,  that  if  General  Blaken^  gave  up  the  citadel 
<*  before  Mr.  Bjwf's  arrival,  then  trz  was  to  be  ex- 
**  claimed  againft,  and  charged  with  cowardice  j  and  if 
**  H£  held  outj  as  the  Admiral  was  infufficien^  then 
"  that  imputatbn  was  to  fall  on  the  latter. 

it  Yf^  it  f^^  therefore  owing  to  the  daily  diiappoinc- 
**  ment  of  hearing  that  the  citadel  had  furrendered,  due 
»*  no  fleet  was  fcnt  to  reinforce  Mr.  Byng ;  apprdiend- 
*•  ing  that  with  a  reinforcement  he  would  raife  the  Iteg^ 
**  w^ch  feems  fo  contrary  n>  the  intent  of  fending  him  ? 
"  Was  it  not  on  this  account  that  they  did  not  ftop  him 
«  by  exprefs  at  Giiralfar,  to  wut  for  more  fliips  of  war? 
•*  And  at  laft,  was  not  the  reinforcement  fent  when  it 
**  could  not  poffibly  arrive  till  after  the  admiral  had 
»*  lucceeded  or  mifcamed  ? 

*•  At  length  comes  a  letter  from  Monfttur  La  GaEf- 
"  fotmierg,  of  the  Btgli^  fleet  having  retired ;  irtien  im- 
*'  mediately  a  report  prevailed,  that  from  4  letter,  fcnt 
*•  by  Admiral  Ify»g  from  GibraUari  it  was  forefeen  due 
"  he  would  not  fig^t :  after  fome  time  a  letter  from 
**  Admiral 
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**  Admiral  Mjpig  arrives,  printed  in  the  Gazette^  where 
**  the  mod:  material  paOages  in  vindication  of  his  conduct 
"  are  cut  out ;  to  preferve  the  former  impreffions  of  his 
"  having  behaved  like  a  coward,  at  the  fame  time  con- 
'•  demning  the  refolutions  of  the  whole  council  of  war 
"  unheard,  a  moft  flagrant  affiant  on  meii  of  fuperior 
*'  birth,  by  one  who  has  undefervedly  ftarted  into  nobility. 

«  It  was  now  neceflary  tt>  continue  inventing  more 
**  tales  agunft  Mr.  Bjmg ;  one  day  it  was  g^ven  out, 
"  that  he  had  fold  out  of  the  Itocks  fcwty-four  thou&nd 
"  pounds  before  he  lulcd,  which  was  to  infinuate,  that 
*<  he  left  Ettglmid  with  a  defign  never  to  .return :  the 
<*  falfhood  of  this  report  may  be  feen  in  the  ftock  bookv 
"  Then  it  was  reported,  that  this  was  the  man  who 
'*  cruifed  before  Genoa  laft  war,  and  took  money  to  let 
**  vellels  with  provifions  and  men  pafs  to  the  relief  of 
"  the  town;  a  known  falfhood,  and  were  not  the  afhes 
«  of  the  dead  facred,  I  would  tell  you  his  name :  wa$ 
"  not  tfiis  to  hint  the  idea  of  venality  f 

"  Then  it  feems  it  was  difcovered,  that  a  fhip  mth 
**  provifions  had  gotten  into  Mahm  the  very  day  before 
**  the  aftion,  which  Jlwp  arrived  at  the  port  a  month 
**  before  the  inveiting  the  citadel  -,  was  not  this  to  in- 
**  finuate  that  he  might  have  landed  his  foldiers  alfb  P 

"  Ballads  were  made  to  keep  up  your  reientment, 
••  and  the  admiral  hanged  and  burnt  in  effigy  at  the 
''  national  expence,  by  the  clerks  and  officers  of  public 
**  offices,  amongft  whom  one  Mr.  Gleva-j  bebnging 
**  to  the  FiSuaJiitig-O^ce,  bummg  him  in  ffHtiiechapel 
"  road,  was  rewarded  with  a  broken  leg  by  the  BariUne 
•*  flage-coach, 

G  g  ^  *     «  It 
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**  It  was  now  thought  ncccHary  to  allert,  that  Mr. 
**  5y»^  was  attempting  to  cfcapc  in  women's  clothes, 
*'  to  impart  the  idea  of  confcious  guUtinels,  which  is 
**  likewilV  an  invention  of  falfliood  j  and  yet  this  idea 
*'  was  to  be  continued  by  fixing  iron  bars  to  the  win- 
*'  dows,  to  prevent  a  man  from  efcaping,  whom  they 
"  wifli  to  be  well  rid  of,  and  who  would  not  leave  the 
*'  place  if  they  would  permit  him. 

"  At  one  time  he  is  rcprefented  as  mad,  and  then 
'*  as  killing  himfelf  with  drinking:  then,  that  it  is  to 
**  be  feared  he  may  attempt  fuicide.  Believe  me,  he 
**  has  not  loft  his  fcnfes,  as  his  accufers  will  find,  nor 
**  will  he  deftroy  himfelf  with  his  own  hands;  and  it  is 
*•  the  duty  of  the .  people  to  preferve  his  life,  for  the 
*'  fake  of  more  perfeftly  knowing  what  influenced  his 
"  purfucrs  to  contrive  and  conduit  the  expedition  in  fa 
"  prepofterous  a  manner. 

"  And  laftly,  thefe  contemptible  artifices  arc  followed 
*'  by  a  letter  to  Admiral  Byxg,  publiihed  at  the  expcncc 
"  of  his  enemicsj  and  hawked  through  the  ftrcets  for 
"  the  fake,  of  univerfal  pubUcation*.  But  the  whole  is 
"  an  entire  declamation,  intended  to  inflame,  founded 
"  on  no  one  argument,  and  concludes  with  a  confeflion, 
**  which  his  adverfaries  would  do  extremely  well  to  learn 

-  •  THi*  was  probably  theperformaare  mentioned  by  Dr.  yabafim 
Ml  the  life  of  DtrvU  Matlit.  •'  In  the  beginning  of  the  laft  wir, 
"  wfam  the  nation  was  exafper&ted  by  ill  fucceft,  he  wuamployeil 
*'  to  turn  the  public  vengeance  opom  Sj»g,  and  wrote  *  letter  of 
^'  accu&tioa  under  cbe  character  of  a  Plaiw  Mam.  The  paper  was 
■*  with  great  induOry  circniated  and  difperfed  ;  and  he  for  hit 
"  feaJbnable  iDterrentioD  had  a  CMJiderable  penfion  bcAowed  npoa 
V  hiln,  which  he  retained  to  hii  dndi."    £. 
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**  by  heart,  againft  that  day  *hen  public  juftice  will 
"  demand  them  to  their  trials." 

Such  is  the  plea  of  the  perfecuted  Byjtg,  on  which, 
though  we  do  not  fuppofe  that  die  public  will  pay  much 
regard  to  our  determination,  we  ftiall  give  our  opinion 
with  the  freedom  of  men  uninfluenced  by  dependence 
or  expectation. 

It  appears  to  us  diat  Byng  has  fuffcred  without  fuffi- 
cjent  caufe. 

That  he  was  fent  to  the  rdief  of  Mmrca^  irfien  relief 
was  known'  to  be  no.  longer  poffible. 

That  he  was  fent  without  land  forces,  the  only  forces 
that  could  raife  the  fiege. 

That  his  fleet  was  inferior,  and  long  before  the  battle' 
was  known  at  home  to  be  inferior  to  that  of  the  French, 

That  he  fought  them,  and  retreated  only  when  he 
could  fight  no  longer. 

That  a  fecond  engagement  would  only  have  mcreafed 
the  lols  fuflfered  in  the  firft. 

That  a  victory  at  fea  would  not  have  &vtd  Minorca. 

That  there  was  no  proviiion  for  the  chances  x£  a 
battle. 

Tliat  die  nation  has  been  indullrioufly  deceived  by    . 
fidfe  and  treacherous  rcprcfentations. 

That  ^norcOf  if  not  betrayed,  has  been  neglected. 

That  Byn£%^  letter  has  been  mutilated  injurioufly, 
fraudulendy  mutilated. 

That  every  aft  of  defemation  has  been  praftifed 
againft  him. 

That  unle&  other  evidence  can  be  produced,  Bji^ 
will  be  found  innocent. 

G  g  4  The 
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The  Condua  of  the  MINISTRY  impartially 
examined,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Merchants  of 
London. 

/^F  ;hi§  puni^ikt  du  eight  firft  pages  contun  only 
^-^  the  gencr4  declarations  of  every  wrifcr  of  preiy 
parcy>  with  a  licd.e  ^tay,  qot  grpfs  or  indeceiit,  of  the 
merchants,  an  exhortatiqato  impamality,  and  an  en-r 
coinium  on  the  purity  of  his  own  intention.  When  a 
man  appeals  to  himfelf  for  what  only  himfelf  can  know, 
be  iiwy  be  very  Goofidcnp  qf  a  favourable  fentenfe.  This 
«athor  may  perhaps  think  as  he  writes,  for  there  are  meq 
vho  think  as  they  are  bidden.  He  then  takes  ina>  coiv- 
fidentbn  a  pamphlet  which  he  does  not  name,  becaufci 
I  fuppofe^  h?  vo^ld  not  help  to  advertifs  it.  This  is 
artful,  but  i;  is  ntjt  di|honeft,  Tne  pamphlet i^,  I  think, 
one  of  the  Litters  to  the  People  of  England,  from  which 
he  gives  the  following  quotation,  wth  his  anfwer. 

•'  In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-: 
"  niiiPj  or  fifty,  fome  American  tradpn,  fubjefts  of  the 
"  king  of  Great-Britain,  travelled  to  tlie  borders  of  the 
"  Qbu  to  traffick  ^th  the  nadvcs  of  thofe  parts }  thi^ 
**  ^ne  known  to  the  Canadi^  Frencbj  meflengers  wetc 
«  difpatched  to  acquwnt  them,  that,  unlcfs  they  with- 
*f  4rcw  from  their  ipafter's  territories,  their  cffcfts  woukl 
^'be  {onfifcated,  and  tt^mfelyes  carried  to  pfilbn  ^ 
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"  ^ehec.  This  meflage  the  tradns  thought  fit  to  obe]r> 
**  and  withdrew  in  confequence  of  it. 

"  The  Tucceeding  feafon,  another  company  of  jSrtfjA 
**  liibje£^  came  to  trade  on  the  Ohio :_  and  not  with- 
*<  drairing  on  a  like  meflage  with  the  former^  their 
*'  goods  were  conHTcatec^  and  themfelves  carried  pri- 
**  foners  to  ^u^c^  from  whence  they  were  brougjit  to 
"  RoebeiU  in  France,  and  ftill  detained  in  prifMi,  Not 
"  confcious  of  having  violated  the  laws  of  nations,  w 
"  traded  on  any  ground  to  which  the  king  of  &f«/- 
"  Briiain  had  not  an  undoubted  right,  they  remon- 
"  ftrated  to  the  Sritifi  miniftry,  iniifted  upon  being 
*'  dtamcd  9S  Britijb  (abje&s,  and  honourably  difcharged 
**  from  prifon>  as  perfbns  unoffending  the  laws  of  na-^. 
"  Donsi  nay,  they  cnteituned  the  honourable  hopes  of 
"  Ei^U^lmati  that  the  miniftry  of  England  would  not 
"  ceafe  to  demand  an  indemnification  for  the  lols  of 
'*  that  merchandize}  which  had  been  unjuftly  tak^n  from 
**  them  i '  and  reparation  for  the  infult  and  long  im- 
**  prifonment  of  their  perfons :  expectations  becoming 
'f  men,  who  value  their  liberties,  properucs,  and  nadon's 
"  honour.  In  this  they  were  deceived,  the  true  ^irit 
**  of  an  ^glifi  minifter  no  longer  dwelt  amongfl  u^ 
"  The  ambaJDidor  at  PariSt  inftead  of  demanding  thefc 
<*  ful^e^  of  his  mafter,  as  men  unjulHy  held  in  prifon, 
•*  and  reparation  for  the  wrongs  they  had  received,  was 
'*  ordered  by  the  miniftry  to  folicit,  as  a  favour  from 
f*  the  court  of  France^  the  difchaige  of  them  only,  ac- 
if  H^owledging  their  offence." 

Tfius  he  relates  and  circumftandates  the  fa£t:  and 
)tere  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  when  the  circumftances. 
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on  which  alone  a  charge  is  founded,  are  abfblutd^  &Ife, 
all  reflexions  upon  them  muft  be  utterly  abftird  and 
inriperdnetit.  But  when  thofe  reficftions,  aimed  coo  at 
perfons  of  the  highcft  rank,  of  die  greateft  emyjence  iii' 
this  nation,  are  de&vered  in  a  ftile  of  the  mcA  indecent 
and  fiirious  riuling;  what  name,  gentlenien,  Ihall  we 
beflxTw  on  their  audior  ?  or  v/iax  0iaU  be  fiud  in  reply 
to  them  ?  No  more,  I  Aink,  than  what  Beralde,  in  the 
,  Makde  Imapnaire  t^MoUere^  anlwere  to  the  apothecary. 
AUcz,  Monfieur ;  on  voit  bien  que  nous  n'aVez  pas  ac- 
coufumc  de  parlcr  a  des  vifages.  Here,  however,  they 
follow  in  his  own  words  ftill : 

"  Were  not  your  fovereign's  rights  and  your  own 
f*  privileges  fhamefiilly  given  up  ?  Were  not  the  lands 
«  on  the  Ohio  confeffed  to  belong  to  France  ?  Were  not 
•*  die  French  juftified  in  imprifoning  your  fellow-fub- 
**  jcfts,  and  confifcating  their  effefts,  by  this  tame  be- 
**  haviouroftheJSri/yi&minifterf"  He  relumes  the  fame 
fubjeft,  page  8,  and  aiferts,  *'  That  the  miniftcr's  timidly 
**  befeeching  as  a  favour  what  he  had  a  right  to  demand 
"  as  julHce  from  Ac  French^  has  given  that  nation  a 
«  better  foundation  to  riie  claim  of  the  Ohio."  In  about 
fifteen  lines  lower,  he  afferts  again,  "  That  the  timidity 
**  of  the  miniffer  gave  the  French  no  foundation  at  alL'* 
But  he  has  not  yet  done  ^di  this  fiivourite  topi(i  He 
goes  on  to  fay,  "  If  it  be  aiked  whence  it  comes  to  pafi 
"  that  this  behavioiir  of  die  Sritijb  miniftcr  has  never 
*'  been  mentioned  in  the  French  memorials,  relative  to 
•*  the  difputes  in  America  f  it  may  be  anfwcrcd,  vrith 
«  truth,  that  they  refcrve  it  only  between  the  Brkifh 
*  miniftq;  and  themfelvcs  j  kft  a  public  declaration  of 

"  tht& 
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*•  diis  affair  might  remove  him  from  the  admimftradon,' 
**  and  the  French  monarch  lofc  an  ally  of  greater  confc-  ' 
"  quence  to  his  luccefs,  than  any  potentate  in  Ewope." 

Here  then  we  join  ifllie :  and  let  his  credit  with  the 
public  for  veracity  and  candour,  in  whatever  elfe  he 
aflcrts  through  his  libel,  be  determined  by  the  truth  or 
fklfhood  of  the  fa£t  before  us.  This  demand,  gentlemen, 
is  faur  and  equitable :  you  fee  he  affirms  it  in  the  moft 
undoubdng  terms,  and  remarks  upon  it  in  a  language 
that  not  even  cert^ty  itfelf  could  warrant.  But  to  the 
point : 

On  a  motion  made  to  the  peers,  the  twentiedi  of 
February i  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  fifiy-fix,  cer- 
tain papers  and  letters  concerning  the  encroachments  of 
the  French  on  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  North  Anerica, 
were  laid  before  the  Houfe.  As  their  authenticity  is 
incontrovertible,  I  have  only  the  eafy  talk  of  copying 
them  faithfully  for  your  full  fatisfaftion. 

Ex/rait  e/a  letter  from  the  earl  o/' Albemarle  to  the  earl 
of  Holdemefle, 

Paris,  igth  February,  i  March,  1752. 
*•  I  muft  acqu^nt  your  lordlhip,  that,  in  the  month 
"  of  November,  I  received  a  letter  from  three  peribns, 
"  figning  themfelves,  Jcht  Patton,  Luke  Erunttj  and 
**  'Thomas  Bourke;  reprcfenting  to  me,  that  they  were 
"  Englijhmen,  who  had  been  brought  to  RocbeUe,  and  put 
"  into  prifon  there,  from  whence  they  wrote :  haiing 
"  been  taken  by  the  French  fubjefts,  who  feized  dieir 
«  efFefts  as  they  were  trading  with  the  Englifi  and  other 

"  Indians 
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**  Indians  on  the  river  Ohio,  and  carried  them  prilbnei* 
«  to  ^heci  from  ^wnce  they  have  been  fent  over  to 
**  Reebelle,  where  they  are  hardly  uied.  Upcm  this  in- 
**  formauon  I  applied  to  Mr.  St,  Qmtejij  and  gave  him 
**  a  note  of  it,  churning  them,  as  the  king's  fubje£b» 
**  and  demanding  thdr  liberty  and  the  reftitudon  of 
**  their  eflfeAs  that  had  been  unjuftly  taken  from  them. 
"  Thefc  three  perlbnSi  I  find  by  the  paper  your  lord- 
«*  Ihip  has  fent  me,  are  of  the  number  of  thofe  de- 
"  mandcd  of  the  Fremb  by  Mr.  CltHtm,  and  named  in 
"  Mr.  de  la  JonquUre's  Ictttr.  1  have  wrote  to  a  mer- 
'*  chant  at  RocbeUe  to  enquire  after  them,  and  to  fupply 
"  them  with  money  to  make  their  journey  hither,  if 
'*  they  arc  not  gone  j  that  I  may  receive  from  them 
■*  all  the  informations  neceflary.  On  my  fcebg  Mr. 
"  St,  Cmt^,  next  Tucfday,  I  iiyill  reprefent  the  cafe  to 
**  him,  in  obedience  to  his  Majefly's  commands,  that' 
•'  la  Jonqmere  may  have  politive  orders  to  dcfift  from 
**  the  unjuftiHable  proceedings  complained  of  i  to  re- 
"  leafe  any  of  his  M^yefty's  fubje£ts  he  may  ftill  detain 
**  in  prifon,  and  make  ample  reftitution  of  their  effect** 
•*  And  I  Diall  take  care  to  ftiew  him  the  abfolute  ne- 
"  ccfficy  of  fending  inftrudions  to  their  feveral  govcr- 
"  DOTS,  not  to  attempt  any  fiich  encroachments  for  the 
«  fiature." 

Extras  of  a  Utter  from  the  eio'l  o^  Albemarle  to  the  earl 
of  Holdemelle. 

O.Stb  Februaryt  itb  March,  1752. 

"  I  am  now  to  acquaint  your  lonUhip,  that  I  &W 

u  MonUcur  Rmlif  ycfterdayj  and  that  having  drvnt 

«up 
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**  up  a  note  of  the  feveral  complunts  I  had  received  *< 
"  orders  to  make  of  ia  Jonquure's  conduft,  I  delivered 
"  it  to  him,  and  told  him,  in  general,  the  contents  c^ 
**  it  i  inGIKng  on  the  neceffity,  for  preferving  the  good 
"  underftanding  betwixt  his  M^efly  and  the  moft  chrif- 
"  tian  king,  of  fending  fuch  poGtive  orders  to  all  their 
'*  governors,  as  might  efedtually  prevent,  for  the  fu- 
"  ture,  any  fuch  encroachments  on  his  Majefly's  teni, 
*'  tories,  and  committing  fuch  violcncies  on  his  fubjeS* 
**  as  had  been  done  in  the  paft. 

**  I  added  to  my  remonftrance,  that  I  hoped  they 
"  would  be  taken  into  confideration  quickly  j  that  he 
*'  might  be  able  to  g^ve  me  an  anfwcr  next  week,  of 
"  as  foon  afterwards  as  he  poflU>ly  could.  This  miniftcc 
**  told  me,  he  would  ufe  his  bcft  endeavours  for  ^ac 
**  purpofe ;  a0urcd  me  it  was  the  intention  of  his  court 
"  to  prevent  any  dUputes  arifing  that  irug^t  tend  to  alter 
"  the  prefent  corrcfpondence  between  the  two  nations  j. 
•*  and  that  I  might  depend  upon  fuch  orders  being  fent 
"  to  their  governors  accordingly. 

"  Of  the  three  men  1  mentioned,  to  your  lordlhip  in 
"  my  letter  of  laft  week,  that  had  been  brought  prifon-r 
"  crs  from  Canada  to  RocheHit  whom  I  fent  for  to  come 
**  to  PariSt  two  of  them  are  arrived,  and  the  third  ii 
"  gone  to  Lmdon.  I  will  take  fuch  informations  from 
"  them  as  may  be  neceflary  for  my  own  inftru<£tion, 
**  to  fupport  their  receiving  fatis&fUon  for  the  injuries 
"  that  have  been  done  them." 
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franflatim  of  part  of  tie  Memmd  delivered  iy  lord  Albc- 
marie  to  M:  Rouille,  m  the  -jib  of  March,  1752. 

**  As  to  the  fort- which  the  Frmch  have  undertaken 
**  to  build  on  the  river  Niagara^  and  as  to  the  fix 
**  EKgUjbmen  who  have  been  made  priibners ;  lord  ^e~ 
■*'  marie  is  ordered  by  his  court  to  demand  rfiat  the  moil 
"  exprefs  orders  be  fent  to  Mr.  de  la  Jtrnqma-e^  to  defift 
**  &om  flich  unjuft  proceedings,  and  in  pardcular  to 
,«'  caufc  the  fort  above-mentioned  to  be  immediately 
«  razed;  and  the  ,FrOTf;&  and  odiers  in  dieir  alliance, 
•*  nrfio  may  happen  to  be  there,  to  retire  forthwith :  as 
'«  likewife  to  fet  the  fix  Englifhmen  at  liberty,  and  to 
•*  make  them  ample  fatisfadtion  for  the  wrongs  and 
**  loffes  they  have  liifFercd ;  and  laftly,  that  the  perfims 
**  who  have  committed  thefe  exceffes,  be  puniflied  in 
**  fuch  a  manner  as  may  ferve  for  an  example  to  thofe 
**  who  might  hereafter  venture  on  any  like  attempt." 

I  have  now,  gentlemen,  let' you  into  the  truth  of  this 
tranfaftion;  which  Ae  pamphleteer  afliires  you  wasjitde 
known,  till  he  explained,  that  is,  till  he  falfifi^  it  in 
every  particular  but  one,  and  that  iiothing  at  all.  to-  the 
purpofe  of  calumny.  Is  this  then  the  advocate  of  th? 
people  of  England?  Is  it  thus  he  informs  oxir  judgmenB 
firft,  to  fet  our  palTions  afterwards  on  the  lide  of  truth 
and  public  fplrit  i"    . 

Of  thefe  two  accouno  thus  fet  in  oppofition  to  each 
other,  it  is  not  very  apparent  but  that  both  maybe  near 
the  truth.  That  fome  men  taken  prifoners  were  -once 
demanded  with  fome  degree  of  ^irit  is  evident,  but  it 

does 
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^9  not  xppeai  whether  they  weierdftored  on  demand 
or  Oft  fupplic^tion ;  nor  can  it  be  found  that  any  reftitu- 
tktn  was  made  of  their  goods,  <»-  was  required  a  feoHid 
time.  The  tbrei  men  who  are  mentioned  in  the  Gift 
paper  feem  to  be  different  &om  thofe  mentioned  in  the 
other,  of  whofe  fate  there  is  no  account. 

He  iiext  mentions  an  aflemon  c^  the  lame  authcK-  re* 
Utii^  to  the  lands  on  the  Obk,  but  does  not.  quote  the 
paOage,  nor  docs  the  axSvitc  contwi  any  fa£ts  of  much 
io^rtance. 

In  the  next  pages  (^  this  pamphlet,  is  a  pcm^us  detail 
.of  the  fliips,  which  under  the  command  of  different 
jktmirals  went  out,  did  nothing,  and  came  hcnne  to  be 
nfitttd^  Some  r«afons  are  indeed  g^ven  why  diey  did 
notfaJQ^  while  our  enemie;  did  every  thing.  It  tsveiy 
poffitde^to  be  unfortunate,  but  it  is  full  as  common  to 
beibdJfli  anddifhontit: 

...  In  one  of  his  pages  he  juft  mentions  Ae  invafion  with 
nrhJch  we  were  thfeaoened  in  the  beginning  c£  the  year, 
:<rrei:  v^iidi,  however^  be  chujes  to  throto  «■  total  veil. 
-Surely  he  would  'hot  haVe  us  forget  the  alarm  wluch 
fiighted  fome  of  oet  women  10  ftrong  waters,  and  .ov 
parliament  to  Hanoverian  troc^.  Let  us  not  forget  dw 
flat-bottiomed  boab,  built,  I  fuppofe.  In  the  clouds,  and 
-md  J10W  ixA  iii  die  clouds  again.  Again,  let  us  not 
jbrgety  that  \^n  any  nadoii  is  o  be- fleeced,  it  is  fiift 
to  be  frighted.       ;.  '      '     ■ 

The  latter  part  of  diis  pamphlet  relates  to  the  cafe  of 
Ate  unfortunate  i^;,  whom  he  treats,  as  the  other 
'Huniflerial  writers  have  treated  him,  with  the  utmoft 
.malevt^nce.  Hefirft  begins  with  telling  us,  in'^ii 
^         .  manner 
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manner  very  linle  fatisfattory,  why  more  fliips  wfre  not 
lent  to  Msnorea.  After  Byn^'s  fquadrpn,  and  ochcra 
were  fent  out,  we  had  but  thirty  four  Ihips  fitted  and 
manned,  of  which  it  was  now  judged  inSJpenfably  lueeffary 
to  have  nineteen  cruifing  Before  Breft  and  Rochf<Ht.  This 
IS  nothing,  the  qucftion  is,  whether  fuch  judgment  was 
light.  Of  die  other  fifteen  he  gives  no  account.  The 
whole  of  hb  argument  is  this,  that  more  fhips  were  not 
lent  to  A^mrcaf  becaufe  they  were  at  fome  other  place ; 
for  what  reafon  they  were  at  a  place  where  they  were 
kfi  needed  he  has  not  informed  us.  He  then  tells  la 
that  Bynfs  fleet  was  rcmai^ably  well  manned  andcqmp- 
ped>  and  that  the  French  Beet  carried  only  the  Jwtefiiigt 
9f  Toukm,  old  mm  faft/ervitet  or  beys  tut  yet  grown  a^ 
to  it,  I  will  not  pofidvely  deny  what  I  do  not  cenaii^ 
know  to  be  falTe,  but  as  a  wriar  of  this  kind  has  no 
claim  to  credit  on  his  own  word^  he  fhould  have  xx&l  la 
by  what  intelligence  he  knows  it  to  be  true.  The 
French  feldom  want  men,  a  few  pradifed  feamen  were 
liiSicient  for'fuch  a  Ihort  and  fafe  navigation,  and  the 
reft:  of  die  crew  mi^t  eafily  be  fiq)|^ed.  I  am  diere- 
foK  apt  to  lufpeft  that  he  has  diftributed  youth  and  age 
according  to  his  pleafure. 

He  goes  on  in  the  ftile  c^.  his  brcdiren  to  tell  us,  that. 
the  difgrace  of  the  Britifh  flag,  and  tht  fatal  ^afttts  am- 
fequent  on  that  difgrace.,  were  the  effort  of  one  man'j..-  — 
But  let  thejuftice  of  the  nation  give  it  a  name. 

To  name  a  crime  is  eafy.  If  Byiig  be  crimmal,  there 
are  but  two  names  for  his  crime,  it  was  either  treachery 
or  OTwardicc.  The  crime  of  a  writer  of  falfhood  k 
cither  malice  or  proftitution.    I  accu&  this  writer  of 

neidier, 
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neither,  but  as  I  am  very  ambitious  of  imitauog  every 
one  who  has  iodmacies  mth  men  of  power,  wilt  leave 
the  juftice  of  die  nation  to  give  a  name  to  the  man  who 
declares  that  Byng  could  not  only  have  relieved  fort  St. 
Phiiipj  riiough  he  had  but  one  regiment  on  board,  -  who 
were  in  the  battle  to  iervc  him  as  marines,  and  was  called 
back  even  from  obfervlng  dte  place  by  a  fuperior  fleec^ 
but  that  be  might  have  krou^t  kack  a  marjbat  ef  Francc> 
and  bis  army  j>rifoHers. 

To  what  has  been  faid  already  on  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Byitg,  I  ihall  add. 

That  his  enemies  have,  flnce  the  appearance  of  hia 
defence,  endeavoured  to  chaoge  the  Hate  of  the  queflion. 

That  the  moft  forward  of  the  minifterial  writers  dare 
no  longer  charge  him  as  the  loier  o(  Minorca^ 

That  the  only  qucllion  now  is  concerning  his  conduct 
In  the  battle. 

That  this  is  a  queftion  relating  no  othenmfe  to  the 
nation,  than  as  the  nation  is  interefled  in  the  difcipline 
of  the  navy'. 

That  by  his  cowardice,  if  we  prejudge  him  a  coward, 
he  loft  no  ground,  for  Minorca  could  not  be  faved ;  no 
fhip,  for  he  brought  his  whole  fleet  away ;  no  honour, 
for  the  enemy  retired  before  him. 

That  if  Byng'^  general  charafter  be  infamous,  thofc 
muft  fliare  the  infamy,  that  felefted  him  for  an  under- 
taking fo  important. 

That  Byng  has  been  treated  fmce  his  return  with  in- 
dignities and  feverities,  neither  decent  nor  needful. 
«  That  papers  have  been  Induftrioufly  given  away  tQ 
inflame  die  papulace  againft  him. 

H  h  '  That 
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'  That  fince  the  pafecudDn  of  Dutd^  oo  fiicb  zeal  fer 
vintUAive  juftice  hat  been  ever  fhcwn. 

That  irovn  ftrh  diHgejice  of  ptfJecution  there  is  re«- 
foil  10  bcUe«e  there  are  ibmc  latCK  enemies  intereftcd 
in  die  accuiknon,  who  defame  him  that  he  maf  be  lels 
iikndioufly  deftroyed. 

That  irfiatever  be  the  fate  of  ^g,  the  jufticc  of  the 
naaon  ought  iq  hunt  out  the  men  who  loft  Mmtrui, 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

oir  TMi  cAii  or 

Dr.    T[RAPP]'s    sermons*. 

Abridged  hy  Mr.  CiTi,  1739. 

r.  nr'HATdiccc^jrof  a  book  is  the  property  of  the 
■*  author,  and  thsh  he  may,  by  fale  or  odierwift, 
transftr  that  property  to  another,  who  has  a  rig^r  to  be 
prowftcd  in  rfic  poflfeffion  of  chat  property,  fo  transfer- 
red, is  not  to  be  denied. 

2.  That  rhe  complainants  may  be  lawfully  inveftcd 
with  the  property  of  this  copy,  is  likemfe  granted. 

3.  But  the  complainants  have  miftaken  the  nature  of 
liiis  property  j  and,  in  confequence  of  their  miftakc, 
Bave  fuppofrd  it  to  be  invaded  by  an  aft,  in  itfelf  legal, 
and  juffifiable  by  an  uninterrupted  feries  of  prccedentsi,, 

*  Df.  Trapp,  it  will  he  recollefled,  was  >  populai  pieacber ;  and, 
about  the  year  1739.  when  Methadifm  might  be  laid  to  be  in  iti  in- 
Ancy,  preached  Foui  Semioni  "  Oo  the  Naniie,  Folly,  Sin,  and 
*'  Danger,  of  being  righteous  over-much ;"  which  were  pubUlhed  by 
jlnjle*  and  Gilliver,  and  bad  an  extenfive  fale.  Mr.  Csn,  ever  leady 
to  oblige  bii  readen  with  temporary  fabjcAs,  took  an  cxirafl  from 
them,  and  promifed  a  foatimatieTi,  wbicb  never  appeared;  lb  that  it 
w^  either  Sopped  by  a  profecution,  or  made  up  by  other  meant.  On 
all  (UScnk  occafiom  Johnfon  wat  Caie'i  oracle.  And  the  paper  now 
be£ne  ot  mi  certainly  vrittoi  00 /A^roccafion.  Gent.  M>g.  jQ]yi7tf7. 
H  h  2  from 
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from  the  Brll  cftablifhmcnt  of  printing  among  us,  down 
to  the  prefcnt  time. 

4.  He  that  purchafes'the  copy  of  a  book,  purchafes 
the  fole  right  of  printing  k,  and  of  vending  the  books 
printed  according  to  it ;  but  has  no  right  to  add  n>  it, 
or  cake  from  it,  without  the  author's  conient,  who  ftill 
prcferves  fuch  a  right  in  it,  as  follows  from  the  rig^ 
every  man  has  to  prcferve  his  own  repuwtion. 

5.  Ever/  fingje  book,  fo  fold  by  the  proprictt>r,  be- 
comes the  property  of  the  buyer,  who  purchafes  with  the 
book  the  right  of  making  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  he  Diall  think 
moft  convenient,  eidier  for  his  own  improvement  or 
amuiement,  or  the  benefit  or  entertainment  of  mankind. 

6.  This  right  the  reader  of  a  book  may  ufe  many 
ways  to  the  difadvantage  both  of  the  author*  and  the  pro- 
prietor, which  yet  the/  have  not  any  right  to  complain 
of,  becaufe  the  author  when  he  rfrote»  and  the  proprie- 
tor when  he  purchafed,  the  copy,  knew,  or  ou^c  to 
have  known,  that  the  one  wrote,  and  the  other  purchafcd, 
under  the  hazard  of  fuch  treatment  from  the  buyer  and 
reader,  and  without  any  fccurity  from  the  bad  confe- 
quences  of  that  treatment  except  the  excellence  of  the 
book. 

7.  Reputation  and  property  arc  of  different  kinds; 
one  kind  of  each  is  more  neccffary  to  be  fccured  by  the 
law  than  another,  and  the  law  has  provided  more  effec- 
tually for  its  defence.  My  charafter  as  a  man,  a  fub- 
}e£t,  or  a  trader,  is  under  the  proteftion  of  the  law ;  but  " 
my  reputation  as  an  author  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  reader, 
who  lies  under  no  other  obligations  to  do  me  jufticc 
than  thofe  of  leligioa  and  morality.    If  a  man  calls  me 

rtbel 
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rebel  or  bankrupt,  I  may  profecute  and  puflifh  him  > 
but,  if  a  man  calls  me  ideot  or  plagiary,  I  have  no  re- 
medy, fince,  by  felling  him  the  book,  I^admit  his  pri- 
vilege of  judging,  and  declaring  his  judgment,  and  can 
appe^  only  to  other  readers,  if  I  think,  myfelf  injured. 

8.  In  different  charafters  we  are  more  or  lels  pro-. 
teAed  ;  to  hils  a  pleader  at  Ehe  bar  would  perhaps  be 
deemed  illegal  and  punifhable,  but  tohifc  a  dr^natic 
writer  is  juftifiable  by  cuftom. 

9.  What  is  here  faid  of  the  writer,  extends  itfelf  na- 
turally to  die  purchafcr  of  a  copy,  fince  the  one  feldom 
fufftrs  without  the  odier. 

10.  By  thefe  liberties  it  is  obvious,  that  authors  and 
proprietors  may  often  fuftcr,  and  fometimcs  unjuftly : 
but  as  thefe  liberties  are  encouraged  and  allowed  for 
the  fame  reafon  with  writing  itfelf,  for  the  difcovery  and 
propagation  of  truth,  though,  like  other  human  goods, 
they  have  their  alloys  and  ill-confequences ;  yet,  as  their 
advantages  abundandy  preponderate,  they  have  never 
yet  been  abolifticd  or  reftrwned. 

11.  Thus  every  book,  when  it  falls  into  the 'hands 
of  the  reader,  is  liable  to  be  examined,  confuted,  cen- 
fured,  tranflated,  zxiA  abridgtd ;  any  of  which  may  deftrgy 
the  credit  of  the  author,  or  hinder  the  fale  of  the  book. 

1 2.  That  all  thefe  Uberties  are  allowed,  and  cannot 
be  prohibited  without  manifell  difadvantagc  to  the  pub- 
lic, maybeeafUy  provedj  but  we  fhall  confine  ourfelves 
CO  the  liberty  of  making  epiKtmes,  which  gives  occafion 
CO  our  prefept  enquiry. 

1 3.  That  an  uninterrupted  prefcription  (infers  a  right, 
will  be  ejfJy  granttd,  efpedally  if  it  appcars.that  the  pre-' 

H  h  3  fcription, 
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icr^>aon,  pleaded  in  defence  of  that  right,  might  at  an^ 
time  have  been  intcrTuptcd,  had  it  not  been  «lw^' 
diought  agreeable  to  rcaibn  and  to  juftlce. 

14.  The  numbcrlefs  abridgemenra  that  are  tobc&und 
of  all  kinds  of  writings,  aSbrd  fufficient  evidence  diic 
tiicy  were  always  thought  legal,  for  they  arc  printed -with 
the  names  of  die  abbreviators  and  puhfifhers,  and  widi- 
out  the  le^  appearance  of  a  clandeftine  tranlaftion. 
Many  of  the  books  fo  -abridged  were  the  pn^crties  of 
men  who  wanted  neither  wealdi»  nor  intcrcft,  nor  l^irit, 
to  fuefor  juftice,  if  they  had  thought  themfelves  injured. 
Many  of  thefc  abridgements  muft  have  been  made  by 
•men  whom  we  can  leaft  fufpcdt  of  illegal  prafticesj  for 
there  are  few  books  of  late  that  are  not  abridged. 

15.  When  Biftiop  Bumct  heard  that  his  "  Hiftory  of 
•'  the  Reformarion"  was  about  to  be  abridged,  he  did 
not  riiink  of  appealing  to  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  but, 
to  avoid  any  mifreprefentation  of  his  Hiftory,  epitonaiftd 
tt  himfelf,  as  he  tdls  us  in  his  preface. 

16.  But,  lell  it  Ihould  be  im^ned  that  an  audior 
might  do  this  rather  by  choice  than  ntfceffity,  we  ihall 
produce  two  more  inftanccs  of  die  like  praftice,  where 
it  would  certMnly  not  have  been  borne  if  it  had  been 
fufpefted  of  illegaKty.  The  one,  in  Clarendon's  Hif- 
tory, which  was  abridged  in  2  vols.  8vo. ;  and  the  odier 
in  Biftiop  Burnet's  "  Hiftory  of  his  own  Time,"  abridged 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  firft  of  thefe  books  was  the 
property  of  the  univerfity  of  Orford,  a  'body  ttnadoos 
enough  of  their  rights  j  die  other,  of  Bifhop  Burnet's 
heirs,  ^ofe  circumftances  were  fuch  as  made  dwm  ■very 

■  feniiblc  of  any  diminution  of  ^heo-  inheritance. 

17.  ft 
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ty.  It  is  obfrrvabk:,  that  both  thde . abridgements 
lift  mendoned,  with  many  others  t^at  migtU  be  pro- 
duced, were  made  when  the  aft  of  parihineht  ftir  &•■ 
curing  the  property  of  copties  was  in  fOTt;e*  and  whlch^ 
if  that  property  was  injured,  aflforded  *n  eafy  redrcft  : 
what  then  can  be  inferred  from  the  filcncc  and  forbea-ancc 
of  the  prc^rictors,  but  that  chey  thought  an  epitome  of 
9  book  no  violation  of  the  right  {^  the  ptxjprietor  i 

1 8.  That  their  opinion,  fo  contrary  to  their  own  io- 
tereft,  was  founded  in  reafon,  will  appear  from  thy  xh- 
<ure  and  end  of  an  abridgement. 

1 9.  The  defign  of  an  abridgement  is,  to  benefit  mui- 
kind  by  facilitatiag  die  attainment  .of  knowledge,  md  bf 
coBtrsdting  u'guments,  relations,  or  defcriptions,  into  jt 
narrow  compals ;  to  convey  injfixudion  in  die  ea£eft  met- 
thod,  witfaoM  fatiguing  die  attention,  huideoing  the 
memcRy,  or  impairii^  the  health  of  the  ihideat. 

20.  Bydiismediod  die  original  audior  becomes,  ptft-, 
h«ps>  of  Ids  value,  and  the  proprietor's  profits  ate  di«- 
miniihedi  but  thefe  inconvenioices  give  way  to  the  ad- 
vantage received  by  mankind  from  the  eafier  propaga- 
tion of  knowledge ;  for  as  an  incorreft  book  is  lawfrii^ 
critid&d,  and  falfe  allcrtioos  juftly  confuted,  becai^e  it 
is  onore  the  intercftrof  mankind  diat  error  fhoukl  be  4e- 
teftcd  and  truLh  difcovered,  than  that  the  pn^ietws  flf 
a  particular  bocdt  ihould  enjoy  their  profits  undimiiu^ 
ed ;  jb  a  tedious  volume  may  no  le(s  lawfri^y  be  abridg- 
ed, becanfe  it  is  better  that  the  proprietors  ihould  fvi^ 
fome  daon^,  dian  dBt  the  acquifition  of  knowledge 
fluniid  be  obftru&ed  with  unneceflary  difficulties^  and 
dke  vakiaUe  hours  of  tboufiinds  thnrwo  away. 

H  h  4  .     21.  There- 
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21.  Therefore,  as  he  that  buys  the  copy  of  a  book, 
buys  it  under  this  condition,  that  it  is  liable  to  be  con- 
fiitcd  if  it  is  falfe,  however  his  property  may  be  aficfted 
by  fuch  a  coofutadon  ;  fo  he  buys  it  likewife  liable  to  be 
abridged  if  it  be  tedious,  however  his  property  may 
fuffer  by  the  abridgement. 

22.  To  abridge  a  book,  therefore,  is  no  violation  of 
the  right  of  the  proprietor,  becaufe  to  be  fubjcdl  to  tlic 
hazard  of  an  abridgement  was  an  original  condition  of 
die  property. 

23.  Thus  we  fee  the  right  of  abridging  authors  efta- 
blilhed  both  by  reafon  and  the  cuftoms  of  trade.  But, 
perhaps,  the  necefllty  of  this  prafticc  may  appear  more 
■evident,  from  a  confider^on  of  the  confequences  diac 
-muft  probably  follow  from  the  prohibition  of  it. 

.  24.  If  abridgements  be  condemned  as  injurious  to 
the  proprietor  of  the  copy,  where  will  this  argument  endi 
-Mwft  not  confutations  be  likewife  prohibited  for  the  fame 
reafon  ?  or,  in  writings  of  entertainment,  will  not  criti- 
cifms  at  leaft  be  entirely  fupprefled,  as  equally  hurtful 
to  the  proprietor,  and  certainly  not  more  neceffiuy  k>  the 
public  ? 

25.  WUl  not  authors  irfio  write  for  pay,  and  who  are 
Fewarded  commonly  according  to  the  bulk  of  their  wotk, 
be  tempted  to  fill  their  works  with  fupcrSuides  and  di- 

■greffions,  when  the  dread  of  an  abridgement  is  taken 
away,  as  doubdefs  mc«'e  negligences  would  be  commit- 
ted, and  more  felfhoods  publilhed,  if  man  were  not  re- 

'  flrained  by  ^e  (cai  of  cenfure  and  confucabon  ? 

26.  How  raar^y  ufeful  worts  will  the  bufy,  the  incb- 
Ipnt,  and  Uk  1^  wealthy  pvt  of  mankind  be  de|H-tved 

•    .  of? 
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of?  How  few  will  read  or  purchafe  forty-four  large  vo- 
lumes of  the  Tranfaftions  of  the  Royal  Society,  -which* 
in  abridgementj  are  generally  read,  to  the  great  improve- 
ment of  pliilofqphy  ? 

a?.  How  muft  general  fyftems  of  fciences  be  written, 
which  are  nodiii^  more  than  epitomes  of  thofe  authors 
who  have  written  on  particular  branches,  and  whofe  works 
^e  made  lefs  neccHary  by  fuch  cotlcAions  i  Can  he  that 
deftroys  the  profit  of  many  copies  be  lefs  criminal  than 
he  that  leflens  the  die  of  one  i 

28.  Even  to  confute  an  erroneous  book  will  become 
more  diffiaik,  fince  it  has  always  been  a  cuftom  to 
abridge  the  author  whofe  aflertions  are  examined,  and 
fomctimcs  to  tranfcribe  all  the  effential  parts  of  his  book. 
Muft  an  enquirer  after  truth  be  debarred  from  the  be- 
nefit of  fuch  confutations,  unlefe  he  purchafes  the  book, 
however  ufelefs,  that  gave  occafion  to  the  anfwer  ? 

29.  Having  thus  endeavoured  to  prove  the  legality  oF 
abridgements  from  cuftom,  and  the  neceflity  of  conti- 
nuing that  cuftom  from  reafon,  it  remains  only,  that  we 
fticw  that  we  have  not  printed  the  complanant's  copy, 
but  abridged  it. 

30.  This  will  need  no  proof,  fmce  it  win  ;q)pear,  upon 
comparing  the  two  books,  that  we  have  reduced  thirty- 
feven  pages  to  thirteen  of  the  fame  print. 

31.  Our  defign  is,  to  ^ve.our  readers  a  Ihort  view  of 
the  prefent  controverfy  i  and  we  require  that  one  of  thefe 
two  pofitions  be  proved,  either  that  we  have  no  right  to 
exhibit  fuch  a  view,  or  that  we  can  exhibit  it  without 
epitomizing  the  writers  of  each  party. 

The 
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The  following  paHages,  introduffcorjr  to  the  Lives 
of  Sir  Thomas  Browne  and  Rooe'k 
AscHAM,  being  omitted  by  Sir  Johr 
Hawkins,  are  here  reftored. 

Sir  Thomas  Browne. 

THOUGH  the  writer  of  the  following  Essays  * 
feems  to  have  had  the  fortune  common  among  men  of 
letters^  erf  raifing  little  curiofity  ^ter  his  private  Kfe, 
and  has,  therefore,  few  memorials  prefervcd  of  his  feli- 
cides  or  misfortunes ;  yet,  becaufe  an  edition  of  a  polj- 
humous  work  appears  impcrfeft  and  negleftcd,  without 
fome  account  of  the  author,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to 
attempt  the  gratification  of  that  curiofity  which  naturally 
inquires  by  what  peculiarities  of  nature  or  fortune  emU 
rent  men  have  been  diftinguiftied,  how  uncocrunon  at- 
twnments  have  been  gained,  and  what  influence  learn- 
ing had  on  its  pofleflbrs,  or  virtue  on  its  teachers. 


"T" 


ROOER     ASCHAM. 

IT  often  happens  to  writers,  that  they  are  known 
only  by  their  works ;  the  incidcnis  of  a  literary  life  are 
fcldom  obferved,  and  therefore  fcldom  recounted ;  but 
Afcbam  has  efcapcd  the  common  fate  by  the  friendfhip 
of  Edward  Graunt,  the  learned  mafter  of  Wcftminfter 

*  Entitled  **  Chriilian  Morals,"  publilhed  not  as  Sir  John  HawldiM 
aflfcrnin  17C1,  baci756. 

fchool. 
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fc{u>o1,  vika  devotQJ  an  oration  to  his  nDcmoryi  and  hu 
marked  the  various  vjcinitiides  of  his  fortune,  Gratait 
either  avoided  the  labour  of  rfiinute  inquiry,  or  thougjjt 
doEoef^c  -occurrences  unHnorti^  of  his  notice  i  £)r  pre- 
ferring the  charafter  of  an  orator  to  that  of  an  hif- 
torian,  felefted  only  fuch  particulars  as  he  could  beft 
exprefs,  or  moft  happily  embrflifh.  His  narrative  U 
fherefore  fcanty,  and  I  know  not  by  wh«  mateiids  k. 
can  now  be  ampHBcd. 


Dedication  to    Dr.   James's  Medical 
Dictionary,  3  vols,  folio,  1743. 

To  Dr.  M  E  A  D. 
Sir, 
THAT  the  Medicinal  Diftionary  is  dedicated  to  you. 
Is  to  be  imputed  only  to  your  reputation  for  fuperiqr 
Ikifi  in  (hofe  fcicnces  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  e%~ 
j)ldn  and  facilitate  j  and  you  are  therefore  to  conGder 
this  addrcfs,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  as  one  of  the  re- 
wards of  merit ;  and  if  otherwife,  as  one  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  eminence. 

However  you  fhall  receive  it,  my  defign  cannot  be 
difappoinced}  becaufe  this  public  appeal  to  your  judg- 
'ment  will  ihew  that  I  do  not  found  my  hopes  of  appro- 
bauon  upon  the  ignorance  of  my  readers ;  and  that  7 
lear  his  cenfure  Icaft  whofe  knowledge  is  moft  ottenfivc. 
I  am,  S  I  R, 
Yoiir  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

R.  JAMES. 
Dedi- 
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Dedicaticn  to  the  Female  Quixote,     By 
Mrs.  Lennox.     Publilhed  1752. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Middlesex. 
My  Lord, 

SUCH  is  the  power  of  intereft  over  almoft  every 
mind,  that  no  one  is  long  without  arguments  to  prove 
any  podtion  which  is  ardently  wilhed  to  be  true,  or  to 
juftify  any  meafurcs  which  are  dilated  by  inclination. 

By  this  fubtlt  fophiftry  of  delire,  I  have  been  per- 
fuadcd  to  hope  that  this  book  may,  without  impropriety, 
be  infcribed  to  your  lordfhip  j  but  am  not  certain  that 
my  reafons  will  have  the  fame  force  upon  otlwr  undcr- 
ftandings. 

The  dread  which  a  writer  feels  of  the  public  cenfure  j 
the  ftill  greater  dread  of  negleft ;  and  the  eager  wilhfor 
fupport  and  proteftion,  which  is  imprefled  by  the  ,con- 
fcioufnefs  of  imbecilllty,  m^c  unknown  to  thofe  who  have 
never  adventured  into  the  world ;  and  I  am  afraid,  my 
lord,  equally  unknown  to  thofe  who  have  always  found 
the  world  ready  to  applaud  them. 

Tis  therefore  not  unlikely  that  the  defign  of  this 

addrcfs  may  be  miftaken,  and  the  eiftfts  of  my  firar 

imputed  to  my  vanity.     They  who  fee  your  lordfliip'i 

'  name  prefixed  to  my  performance  will  rather  condemn 

my  prefumption  than  companionate  my  anxiety. 

But,  whatever  be  fuppofcd  my  motive,  the,  praifc  of 
judgment  cannot  be  denied  mc}  for,  to  whom  can 
timidity  fo  properly  fly  for  Ihelter,  as  to  him  who  has 
been  fo  long  diiltnguilhed  for  candour  and  humanity  i 

How 
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How  can  vamty  be  fo  compleady  gratified  as  by  the  al-^ 

lowed  patronage  of  him,  whofe  judgment  has  fo  long 

given  a  ftandard  to  the  nadooal  tafte  ?  Or  by  what  other 

means  could  I  fo  powerfully  fupprels  all  oppoftttdn,  but 

that  of  envy,  as  by  declaring  myfel^ 

My  lord. 

Your  lordfiiip's  obliged  and  moft  obedient  fervant,  ' 

The  author?' 


Dedication  to  Shakespear  iltuftratedj  or, 
the  Novels  and  Hidories  on  which  the  Plays 
of  Shakefpear  are  founded,  collcdled  and  tranf- 
lated  from  the  original  Authors.  With  criti- 
cal remarks.  By  the  Author  of  the  Female 
Quixote,  1753. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  John  Earl  of  Orrery. 
My  L.ORD, 

I  HAVE  no  other  pretence  to  the  honour  of  a 
patronage,  fo  illullrious  as  that  of  your  lordfh^),  than 
the  merit  of  attempting  what  has  by  fome  unaccount- 
able negleft  been  Wtherto  omitted,  though  abfoluttly 
neceffary  to  a  perfeA  knowledge  of  the  abilities  of 
Shakefpear. 

Among  the  powers  that  muft  conduce  to  CQnftituce  a 
poet,  the  firft  and  molt  valuable  is  invention,  the  hlghef^ 

feems 
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fiftntf  tor  be  Aat  y/tidi  jA  Me  4b  ftodxtce  a  ferks  6f 
tfmcn.  tt  is  eafy  when  the  tkrcaJ  of  a  ftorf  is  ooctf 
drawn^  to  direrfify  it  wkk  Tariety  of  coIodcs  i  and  whc» 
If  <ruir  of  a^on  b  prrfenKd  »  Atr  rnhdi,  a  Iktls 
acquaintance  with  life  wi&  Sapg/fy  oirctirBftanees  aad'  Rf-« 
flexions,  and  a  litde  knowledge  of  books  fumifli  parellcls 
and  illuftrations.  To  tell  ovcf  again-  a-ftory  tlut  has 
been  told  already,  and  to  tcU  it  bcfter  than  the  firft 
Author,  is  no  rare  quaTification ;  but  to  ffanke  out  the  firft 
hints  of  a  new  fable ;  ■  hence  to  introduce  a  fet  of  cha- 
racters Co  diverGBed  in  their  ieveral  paffions  and  interefts, 
that  from  the  dafliing  of  this  variety  may  rcflilt  many 
'  neceflary  incidents ;  to  make  thefe  incidents  furprizing, 
«rid  yet  natural,  fo  as  to  dcl5^C  the'  imagination  wiAoot 
ftocking  the  judgmenf  of  a  rtad*  t  and  finaHy  to  wind 
up^ivMeinaplcalit^caeaftTophe,  |)r«duced  by  tkolc 
viry  means  «hich  lecm  moft  likeiy  to  <^pak  and  ^~ 
Mat  it.  Is  tbt  tittnoft  cSbn  of  the  bbman  mind. 

To  difcover  how  few  of  thofe  writers,  who  profels  to 
recount  imaginary  adventures,  have  been  able  to  pro- 
duce any  thing  by  their  own  iinagtnAion,  would  rei^iire 
too  much  of  that  time  which  your  lordfhip  employs  in 
nobler  ftudies.  Of  all  the  novels  and  rom^ces  diat 
wic  or  idlenefs,  vanity  or  indigence,  have  pufhed  into 
die  worid,  there  are  very  few  of  whicK  the  end  cannot 
br «wijb6»w1  from  die  beginning  ?  or  where  the  authors 
lixm  doM  more  than  to  tranfpofc  the  incidents  of  other 
ttles^  ot  ftrip  the  eircumftances  £com  one  evenc  for  the 
decoration  -of  another. 

9ft  f^  ckamiliatioa  of  a  poet^a  charnEter,  it  is  there- 

ft|*d«(tM  Ift»  «nqtiired-  whar  degt=ee  of  invention  has 

a  been 
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been  esBcrted  by  him.  With  this  view  I  hwe  very 
diligently  read  the  works  of  ShakeQ)ear,  and  now  [tfe- 
fume  to  lay  the  refolt  of  my  fcarches  before  your  lond- 
(hip,  before  that  judge  whom  Pliny  himfelf  would  have 
wiihed  &r  his  a&iSar  to  hear  a  literary  caufe. 

How  much  the  tranfladon  of  the  following  noveb 
will  add  to  the  reputadon  of  Shakefpear,  or  take  awaji . 
irom  it,  yog,  my  lord,  and  meo  learned  and  candid 
like  yoD,  if  any  fuch  can  be  founds  muft  now  detw- 
nune.  Some  danger,  as  I  am  informed  there  is,  left 
his  admirers  ihould  think  him  injured  by  thia  attempt, 
and  clamour  as  at  the  diminution  of  the  honour  of  that 
nation  which  boa^  herfelf  the  parent  of  fo  great  a  poet. 

That  00  fuch  enemies  may  arife  agsunll  me  (diougb 
I  am  unwilling  to  believe  it)  I  am  far  from  being  «m~ 
conftdent,  for  who  can  fix  bounds  to  bigotry  and  ft^y  i 
iAy/eXi  my  age,  have  not  ^ven  me  many  opportuniticA 
of  mingling  in  the  world ;  there  may  be  in  it  many  a 
fpccicsof  ^furdity  which  I  have  never  feen,  and  among^ 
them  fuch  vanity  as  pleafes  idclf  with  falfe  praife  be- 
(lowed  on  another,  and  fuch  fuperftition  as  worihips 
idols,  without  fuppofing  diem  to  be  Gods. 

But  die  truth  is,  that  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  reputa' 
tion  of  this  mighty  genius  depends  upon,  the  naked  plot 
or  ftory  of  his  plays.  He  lived  in  an  age  when  the 
books  of  chivalry  were  yet  popular,  and  when  therefore 
ihe  minds  of  his  auditors  were  not  accuftomed  to  balance- 
probabiliues,  or  to  examine  nicely  the  [Hoportion  bfr< 
tween  caufes  and  elfefls.  It  was  futHcient  to  recom- 
mend a  fiory,  that  it  was  far  removed  from  common 

life. 


)  by  Google 


48o-  D  E  D  I  CATIONS. 

life,    that  its  changes  were  frequent,    and  nts    clole' 
pathetic. 

This  dilpoliti(Hi  of  the  age  concurred  fo  hapfniy  with 
the  imagination  of  Shakefpear,  that  he  had  no  defire  to 
reform  it,  and  indeed  to  this  hs  was  indebted  for  the 
Ucentious  variety,  by  which  he  has  made  his  plays  mrac 
entertaining  than  thofe  of  any  other  author. 

He  had  looked  mth  great  attention  on  ti^e  fcenes  of 
nature ;  but  his  chief  flcill  was  in  human  actions,  paf- 
liODS,  and  habits ;  he  was  therefore  delighted  with  fuch 
tales  as  aJIbrded  numerous  incidents,  and  exhibited 
many  charafters  in  many  changes  of  fituadon.  Thefc 
chara^rs  are  (o  copiouOy  diverlliied,  and  (bme  of  them 
fi>  juftljr  purfued,  that  his  works  may  be  confldered  as  a 
map  of  life,  a  ^ithful  miniature  of  human  tranfa^tions ; 
and  he  that  has  read  Shakefpear  with  attention  will  per- 
haps find  licde  new  in  the  crowded  world. 

Among  his  other  excellencies  it  ought  to  be  remark- 
ed, becaufe  it  has  hitherto  been  unnoticed,  that  his 
keroes  are  ttujIj  that  the  love  and  hatred,  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  his  chief  perfonages  are  fuch  as  are  common  to 
other  human  beings,  and  not  like  thofc  which  later 
times  have  exhibited,  peculiar  to  phantoms  that  ftrut 
upon  the  llage. 

It  is  not  perhaps  very  ncccflary  to  inquire  whether 
the  vehicle  of  fo  much  delight  and  inftruftion  be  a  ftory 
iwobable  or  unlikely,  native  or  foreign.  Shakefpear's 
excellence  is  not  the  iiftion  of  a  tale,  but  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  life ;  and  his  reputation  is  therefore  iafe,  till 
human  nature  Ihall  be  changed.  Nor  can  he, "who  has 
'  fo  many  juft   claims  to  praifif,  ftjJFer  by  loCng  that 

which 
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yrhich  ignorant  admiration  has  anreafonably  ^en  him. 
To  ealumniue  the  dead  is  bafencfsj  and  to  flatter  dtem 
is  furdy  feXif. 

Fiiom  Bftttciy,  my  lord,  either  of  the  dead  or  the 
living  I  Willi  to  be  clear,  and  have  therefore  foliated  the 
eountounce  of  a  patron,  whom,  if  I  knew  how  to 
prufe  him,  I  could  praile  with  truth,  and  hare  the 
World  on  my  fidej  whc^e  candour  and  humanity  are 
UTHTeriidly  acknoi^edged,  and  whofe  judgment  petiiaps 
mu  Atn  Sk(t  to  be  4oub«d,  when  he  condeftesded  to 
.  admit  clus  addrcfs  from 
My  lord, 

Yoxir  lordlhip's  moft  obliged 

and  moft  obedien;  humble  fervant, 

The  author. 


Dedication   to  Payne's    Introdudlon  to  the 
Game  at  Draughts,  1756.     . 

To  the  Right  Hon.  William  Hrnry,   Earl  of 

'  RoCHPORD,    &C. 

Mv  Lord, 
WHEN  I  take  the  liberty  of  addrcfTing  to  your 
iordfliip  J  Treatj/e  en  the  Game  of  Draughts,  I  eafily 
forefec  that  I  Ihall  be  in  danger  of  fuffering  ridicule  <Mi 
one  part,  while  I  am  gwning  honour  on  the  other,  and 
that  many  who  may  ctpty  me  the  diftin^on  of  approach* 
ing  you,  will  deride  the  prefent  I  prefume  to  offer. 

I  i  Had 
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Had  I  confidered  this  litde  Tolume  as  having  no  pur- 
pofe,  beyond  that  of  teaching  a  game,  I  Ihould  indod 
have  left  it  to  take  its  fate  mthout  a  patron.  Triflen 
may  6nd  or  make  any  thing  a  aifle  i  but  lince  it  is  the 
great  chara£tcriftic  of  a  wife  man  to  fee  evenn  in  dicir 
caufcs,  to  obviate  confequences,  and  afceitiun  contingen- 
cies, your  lordfhip  will  think  nothing  a  trifle  by  wfaidi 
the  mind  ia  inured  to  caudoo,  fOTClig^t,  and  circum- 
fpedion.  The  faine  fkill,  and  often  the  fame  d^;ree 
of  fkill,  is  exerted  in  great  and  little  thii^>  and  your 
lordftiip  may  fometimes  exercife*  at  a  hannlels  game, 
thofe  abilities  which  have  been  (o  happily  employed  b 
the  fervice  of  your  country. 

I  am,  my  lord. 
Your  lordihip's  moft  obliged,  moft  obedient^ 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  PAYNE. 


Dedication  to  Baretti's  Dictionary  of 
the  Engli/h  and  Italian  Languages,  z  vols. 
4to,  1760. 

To  his  Excellency  Don  Felix,  Marquis  of  Abrcu  and 
Bcrtodano,  AmbaiTador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary from  his  Catholic  Majefty  to  die  King  of 
Great-Britun. 

My  Lokd, 
T  ]-I  A  T  acutenefs  of  penetration  into  chara&rs  and 
defigns,  and  that  nice  dUcemmeiu  of  human  paflkMis 

and 
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and  praftices  vhich  have  raifed  you  to  yotir  prefmt 
heigKc  of  ftation  and  dignity  of  employment,  have  long 
ihown  you  that  dedicatory  addreflcs  are  written  for  (He 
fake  of  the  author  more  frequcndy  than  of  the  patron  j 
and  though  they  profefi  only  reverence  andzealj^are 
commonly  dictated  by  intercfl.  or  vanity. 

I  (hall  therefore  not  endeavour  to  conceal  my  motives, 
but  confefi  that  the  Italian  Ditftionary  is  dedicated  to 
your  Excellency,  that  I  might  gratify  my  vanity,  by 
making  it  known,  that,  in  a  country  where  I  am  » 
ftranger,  I  have  been  able,  without  any  external  recom- 
mendation, to  obtun  the  notice  and  countenance  of  a 
D(*leman  fb  eminent  for  knowledge  and  ability;  that  In 
his  twenty  third  ye^  he  was  fent  as  Plenipotentiary  to 
fupcrintend  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  the  interefts  of  a  nation 
remarkable  above  aD  others  for  gravity  and  prudence ; 
and  who  at  an  age,  when  very  few  are  admitted  to  pub- 
lic truft,  tranfafts  the  moft  important  af&irs  between 
two  {rf"  the  greateft  monarchs  of  the  world. 

If  I  could  attribute  to  my  own  merits  the  favours 
which  your  Excellency  every  day  confers  upon  me,  I 
know  not  how  much  my  pride  might  be  inBamed ;  but 
when  I  obferve  the  extcnfive  benevolence  and  boundlefi 
liberality  by  which  all,  who  have  the  honour  to  ap* 
proach  you,  are  difmifled  more  happy  than  they  came, 
I  am  afraid  of  raiting  my  own  value,  Jince  I  daie  not 
afcribe  it  fb  much  to  my  power  of  pleafu]g  as  your 
willingnefs  to  be  pleafed. 

Yet  as  every  man  Is  inclined  to  flatter  himfelf,  I  am 
defirous  to  hope  that  I  am  not  admitted  to  greater  inti- 
macy than  others  without  fome  qualifications  for  fo 
111  advantageous 
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tdvutageous  •  difimfiion,  wd  flull  diiik  it  my  duty 
(0  jufiify,  by  conflant  n^)C&  and  imcenty,'the  fitvoun 
%hich  you  have  been  pkafed  to  Ihow  me. 
1  aiTij  my  lordj 
Your  excellency's  moft  humble 

and  moft  obedient  fervant, 
Lmhi,  J.  BARETTI. 

JtH.  12,    1760. 


.Dedication  to  LoH  DO  M  and  We  s  T  M I N  8  T  K  « 
improved,  illoftratcd  byPiAHS.  ByJoHH 
CwTNH.     Publiflied  1766. 

To  THE  KING. 
Six, 
THE  ptfronage  of  works,  which  have  a  tendency 
towards  advancing  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  naturally 
belongs  to  great  princes;  and  public  good,  in  which 
public  efcgance  is  comprifcd,  has  ever  been  the  objed 
of  your  Majcfty's  regard. 

In  the  foUowing  pages  your  Myfly,  I  flatter  myfclf, 
will  find  that  I  have  endeavoured  at  exrenfive  and  gene- 
ral ufefulnefi.  Knowing,  therefore,  your  Majefty's 
caiiy  attendon  to  the  poBte  arts,  and  more  pardcular 
affeflion  for  the  ftudy  of  architeaure,  I  was  encouraged 
to  hope  that  the  work,  which  I  now  ptefume  to  lay 
fcefoieyourMajefty,  might  be  thought  not  unwordiy 

your 
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your  tofai  ^vour;  and  dut  the  proteffion  iriiich  your 
Majefty  always  aSxd»  to  thofe  who  mean  well  may  be 
oRmded  to, 

SIR, 
Your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  fubje^ 
and  moft  obedient, 

and  moft  humble  fervantj 

JOHN  GWYNN. 


Dedication  to  AcAMe's  Treatise  on  th* 
Globes,   1767. 

To    THB    K  1  N  G. 

I T  is  the  fHivSege  of  real  greatnefi  not  to  be 
afraid  of  diminution  by  con^efcending  to  the  notice 
of  litde  tilings ;  and  I  therefore  can  boldly  fblicit  the 
patronage  of  your  Majefty  to  the  humble  labours  by 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  improve  the  inftrumencs 
<^  Tcience,  and  make  the  globes  on  wMch  the  canh 
and  fty  arc  deUneated  lefs  defc£Hve  in  their  conftruc- 
tioa,  and  lets  difficult  in  their  U&. 

Geography  is  in  >  peculiar  manner  the  fcience  of 
princes.  When  a  private  ftudent  revolves  the  terra- 
queous globe,  he  beholds  a  fuccefSon  of  countries  in 
which  he  has  no  more  intereft  than  in  the  ima^naiy 
regions  of  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  But  your  Majefty 
muA  contemplate  the  fcientific  piAurc  with  other  ka* 
-   ■''  li  j  timeiit% 
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dmentSi  aad  ccmTidcr,  as  oceans  lod  cwitinents  ve 
rolling  before  you,  how  large  a  pare  of  mankind  is 
now  waiting  on  your  determinations,  and  may  recare 
bcoefits,  or  fuffer  evils,  as  your  influence  ts  extended 
or  withdrawn. 

The  provinces  which  your  Majefty's  arms  have 
added  to  your  dominion^  make  no  inconlider^lc 
part  of  the  orb  allotted  to  human  beings.  Your 
power  is  acknowledged  by  nations  whofe  names  we 
know  not  yet  how  to  write,  and  whofe  boundaries  we 
cannot  yet  delcribe.  But  your  M^efiy's  lenity  aixl 
beneficence  gives  us  rtafon  to  expe&  the  time  when 
fcience  ihall  be  advanced  by  the  diffii&on  of  hsf^- 
nefs  i  when  the  defarts  of  America  fhall  become  per- 
vious and  fafe ;  when  thofe  who  are  now  reftnuncd  by 
fear  Ihall,  be  attracted  by  rcYcrence;  and  multitudes 
who  now  range  the  woods  for  prey,  and  live  at  the 
m^cy  of  winds  and  feafons,  Ihall  by  the  paternal  care 
of  your  Majefty  enjoy  the  jdenty  of  culdvated  lands, 
the  pleafures  of  fociety,  the  fecurity  of  kw,  and  the 
li^c  of  Revelation. 

I  gm,  S  I R, 
Yotir  Majcfty's  moft  humble,  moft  obedient. 

And  moft  dutiful  fubjeA  and  fervao^ 

GEORGE  ADAMS. 


Dcdie«- 
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Dedication  to  the  English  Works  of  Rogi^ 
AscHAM,  quarto,  about  1770. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper^  Earl 
of  Shaptesburyj  Baron  Ashley,  L«rd  Lieutenant 
and  Cuftos  Rotulonim  of  Dorsetshire^  F.  R.  S. 

My  Lord, 
HAVING  endeavoured  by  an  d^ant  and  ufdul' 
edition,  to  recover  the  efteem  of  the  PubKck  to  an  Au- 
thor undefervedly  neglefted,  the  only  care  which  I  now 
owe  to  his  memory,  is  that  of  infcribing  his  worses  to  a 
patron  whol^  acknowledged  eminence  of  charader  may 
awaken  attendon  and  attract  regard. 

I  have  not  fufi^d  the  zeal  of  an  editor  fo  &r  to  take 
pofTeflion  of  my  mind,  as  that  I  Ihould  obtrude  upon 
your  Lcadfliip  any  produftions  unftiitable  to  the  dignity 
of  your  rank  or  of  your  fentiments.  Afbham  was  not 
only  the  cluef  ornament  of  a  celebrated  college,  but 
vifited  foreign  countries,  frequented  courts,  iuid  lived  in 
&miliarity  with  ftatefmen  and  princes ;  not  only  inftruft- 
od  fcholars  in  literature,  but  formed  Elizabeth  to  empirt. 
To  propagate  the  works  of  fuch  a  writer  v/Ul  not  be 
unworthy  of  your  Lordlhip's  patriotifm :  for  I  know  not 
what  greater  benefits  you  can  confer  on  your  country, 
'  than  that  of  prefervmg  worthy  names  from  oblivion,  by 
joining  them  with  your  own, 

I  am.  My  Lord, 
Tour  Lordfliip's  moft  obliged,  vao& 

obedientj^  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JAMES  BENNET. 
I  i  4  Preface 
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Preface  to  Macbean's  Dictiokary  of 
Ancient   Gbography,  1773. 

THE  necefliqr  of  Ga^aphy  to  hiftorical,  polMicsl, 
ind  commercial  luiowledge,  has  been  proved  too  ohcn. 
to  be  proved  agiin.  The  curiofity  of  this  nation  is  fuf- 
ficiendy  awakened,  and  no  books  are  more  eagerly  re- 
ceived than  thofe  which  enlarge  or  facijitatt  an  acqu^c- 
ance  with  diiJbaat  countries. 

But  as  thfl  ^e  of  the  world  changes  m  dme  by  die 
migration  of  nationsi  the  ravages  of  conqueft,  the  decay 
of  oncempi^  and  the  erection  of  anodieri  as  new  in- 
habitants have  new  languages,  and  new  languages  g^ 
new  names  ;  the  maps  or  defcriptions  of  a  \atez  age  are 
not  eaiily  ap^ilied  to  the  narrations  of  a  former :  diofe 
that  read  the  Ancients  muA  ftudy  the  ancient  geogni- 
|ihy>  or  voider  'm  the  dark>  without  diftin&  views  or 
certain  knowledge. 

.  Yet  though  the  Ancients  are  read  am(»ig  m,  both  ia 
the  oiiginal  languages  and  in  cranQadons,  more  perhftps 
than  in  any  other  country,  we  have  hitherto  had  very 
liEtje  afiiflsjice  in  ancient  Geogr^y.  The  treatile  «f 
Dr.  Wells  is  too  gweral  for  ufe,  and  the  CUlIkal  Geo- 
^afJucalDi^tionaryi  which  commoDty  pa0es  uivier  the 
nvn£  of  Echard,  is  little  more  than  a  cualogue  of  naked 
namv. 

A  more  ample  account  (^  the  old  w<H-ld  is  ;q)pajientl]r 
wanting  to  Engltlh  literature,  and  no  form  fcemed  equal- 
ly commodious  with  diat  of  afi  alphabetical  feries.  In 
effeft,  however  fyfl*maUcaUy  any  boitdc  of  General  Geo- 
SP^y  may  be  written,  it  is  feldom  ufed  odierwife  than 
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of  a  new  place,  feeks  the  name  in  the  index,  and  then 
by  a  fecbnd  labour  fjqds  that  in  a  fy^m  which  he  wouU 
have  found  in  a  diftionary  by  the  firft. 

As  di6tionaries  are  conimcxiious,  they  are  Ukei^fe  fal- 
lacious :  he  whole  warks  eidiibit  an  apparent  connexion 
and  regular  fubordination  cannot  eafily  conceal  his  igno- 
rance, or  favour  his  idlenels ;  the  completenefs  of  one 
part  will  fliow  the  deficiency  of  another :  but  die  writtf 
of  a  diAionary  may  filently  omit  -what  he  does  not  know ; 
and  his  ignorance,  if  it  happens  to  be  difcoTcred,  flips 
away  from  cenfure  under  die  name  of  forgetfulnefs. 

This  artifice  of  lexicography  I  hope  I  fhall  not  often 
be  found  ra  hare  ufed.  I  hare  not  only  digeflred  former 
difHonaries  into  my  alphabet,  but  have  confulted  ihe 
ancient  geographers,  without  neglefting  other  authors. 
I  have  in  fome  degree  enlightened  ancient  by  modem 
geography,  having  given  the  fituadon  of  places  from 
later  obfervation.  Names  arc  often  changing,  but  place 
is  always  the  fame,  and  to  know  it  exaftly  is  always  of 
importance :  diere  is  no  ufe  of  erring  widi  the  ancients, 
whofe  knowledge  of  the  globe  was  very  imperfeft  j  I 
have  therefore  ufed  ancient  names  and  modern  c^cula- 
dons.  The  k)ngitud£  is  reckoned  from  I^ndon  to  the 
eaft  and  weft. 

A  woric  like  this  has  long  been  wanted:  I  would  wil- 
lingly Batter  myfelf  that  the  want  is  now  fupplied ;  and 
that  the  Englifh  ftudcnt  will  for  the  future  more  eafily 
imderftand  the  narratives  of  ancient  hiftorians,  the  rea- 
fcMiings  of  ancient  AwCmen,  and  the  dcfcrtptioot  of  an- 
cieot  poets. 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER        I. 

To    Mr.    cave. 
Sir,  Nov.  2^,  1734. 

AS  you  appear  no  lefs  fenfible  than  your  readers  of 
the  defcds  of  your  poetical  article,  you  will  not 
he  difpleafed,  if,  in  order  to  the  improvement  of  it,  I 
communicaw  to  you  the  fentiments  of  a  pcrfon,  who 
will  undertake  on  reafonabie  terms  fometimes  to  fill  a 
column. 

.  His  opinion  is,  that  the  public  would  not  give  you  a 
bad  reception,  if,  bcfide  the  current  wit  of  the  month, 
which  a  critical  examination  would  generally  reduce  to  a 
narrow  compafs,  you  admitted  not  only  poems,  inicrip. 
tions,  &c.  never  printed  before,  which  he  irili  fbmcdmcs 
fupply  you  with  i  but  likewife  ihort  literary  di&rcatiam 
in  Latin  or  Englilh,  critical  remarks  on  authors  ancient 
or  modern,  forgotten  poems  that  deferve  revival,  or 
Icofe  pieces,  like  Floyer's  *,  worth  preferving.  By  this 
method  your  literary  article,  for  fo  it  might  be  called, 
will,  he  thinks,  be  better  recommended  to  die  public, 
thui  by  low  jefts,  awkward  buffoonery,  or  the  dull  fcur- 
riliries  of  either  party. 

If  fuch  a  correfpondence  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  be 
pleafed  to  inform  me  in  two  pofts  f,  what  the  conditions 

•  See  Gent.  Mag.  173+,  p.  197.  Sir  Jdw  Fb>]'er's  Letter  to  Mr. 
King  is  Kcommendation  of  the  Cold  Bath. 
t  "  Aafwcied,  December  >."       £.  Cati, 
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arc  on  which  jrou  fhall  exped  k.  Your  late  (^^*gjves 
me  no  reafon  to  diftruft  your  generofity.  If  you  engage 
in  any  literary  projects  bcfides  this  paper,  I  have  other 
de^ns  to  impart,  if  I  could  be  fccure  &oin  having 
others  reap  the  advantage  of  what  I  ihould  hint. 

Your  letter,  by  being  dircftcd  to  S.  Smtb,  to  be  left 
at  the  Caftle  in  Birmiogham,  Wanrickihire,  will  reach 
Your  humble  fervwit. 


LETTER        n. 

To    Mr.    cave. 

Greemmcby  next  doer  ta  the  G^dat-Heart,  Cbtireb-_fireet, 
yuly  12.  1737. 

Sir, 

HAVING  obferved  in  your  papers  very  uncom- 
mon offers  of  encouragement  to  men  of  letters,  I  have 
chofen,  being  a  ftranger  in  London,  to  communicate  to 
you  die  following  defign,  which,  I  hope,  if  you  join  in 
i^  will  be  9r  advantage  to  both  of  us. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent  having  bcefl 
hxAy  tranflated  into  Ffcnch,  and  publifhed  with  large 
noca  by  Dr.  Le  Courayer,  die  reputatbn  of  that  book 
u  ib  much  revived  in  England,  tiut,  it  is  prefumed,  a 

*  A  pnxc  of  fifty  ponndi  (ta  d>e  bcft  poem,  ••  on  life.  Death,  Jndg- 
n  mmt.  Heaven,  and  HcD."    See  Gent.  Mag.  toL  IV.  p.  560.  N. 
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new  tranflation  of  ic  from  the  ItaHan,  together  vmh  Lc 
Counyer's  notes  from  the  Fiendi,  oould  not  £ul  of  a 
fsTourable  rccqmon. 

If  k  be  infwered,  that  the  hiftory  U  already  in  Eng- 
lilb }  it  inuft  be  remembered^  that  there  was  the  iantc 
c^eftira  againfi  Le  Courayer's  undertaking,  with  this 
difadrant^,  that  the  Frendi  had  a  veriion  by  one  of 
their  beft  trandaton,  whereas  you  cannot  read  three  pages 
of  the  EngUlh  Hiftory,  without  difcovering  that  the  ftyk 
is  capable  of  great  improvements ;  but  whether  thole 
improvements  are  t»  be  expeded  from  this  attempt, 
you  muJl  judge  from  the  fpccimen,  which,  if  you  ap- 
prove the  propofali  I  fhall  fubmit  to  your  examination. 

Suppofe the  merit  of  theverfioRS  equal,  we  may h(^ 
that  the  addition  of  the  notes  will  turn  the  balance  in 
our  &.vour,  confidering  the  reputation  of  the  annotator. 

Be  plea&d  to  fuvour  me  with  a  fpeedy  anfwer,  if  you 
are  not  willing  to  engage  in  this  fcheme }  and  appoint 
me  a  day  to  wait  upon  you,  if  you  are. 
I  am,  SIR, 

Your  humble  fovant, 

SAM,  JOHNSON. 


LETTER        IIL 

To    Mr.    cave. 

No.  6,  CafiU-fireet^  W4dxejd4^  Marna^. 

Sir,  \NoTiatei   i7J«] 

WHEN  I  took  the  lit)Brty  of  wridng  to  you  a  fiar 

dagri  agt),  1  did  not  oqied  a  rq>ctiaoa  of  the  lame  i^ea- 

3  fure 
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fiire  fo  foon  I  ibr  a  fkaUxe  I  fhall  alw^  Uuak  k  to 
coDvaft  in  any  nunner  vnxh  an  ingenious  and  cwUd 
man ;  but  having  the  inck^cd  poem  in  my  hands  n>  ^i£~ 
poSt  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  author  (c^  whole  abilitiet 
I  fhall  fay  nothing,  fince  I  fend  you  his  perfoimanceX 
X  beliercd  I  could  iioc  procure  more  advantageous  terms 
from  any  perfon  than  from  you,  who  hare  fo  much  dif- 
tinguifhed  yourfdf  by  your  generous  encour^ement  of 
poetry ;  and  whofe  judgment  of  that  art  nothing  but 
your  commendation  of  my  triSe  •  can  g^ve  me  any  oc- 
cafion  to  call  in  queHion.  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  mil 
look,  over  this  poem  with  another  eye,  and  reward  it  in 
a  different  manner,  from  a  mercenary  bookfeller,  who 
counts  the  lines  he  is  to  purchafe,  and  conliders  nothing 
but  the  bulk.  I  cannot  help  taking  notice,  that,  be- 
fidcs  what  the  author  naay  hope  for  on  account  of  Ms 
abilities,  he  has  likeinfe  another  cbum  to  your  regard, 
as  he  lies  at  prefent  under  very  difadvantageous  circum- 
Ilances  of  fortune.  I  beg  therefore  that  you  will  favour 
me  with  a  letter  to-morrow,  that  I  may  know  what  you 
can  aflbrd  to  allow  him,  that  he  may  cither  part  with  it 
to  you,  or  find  out  (which  I  do  not  expeift;)  fome  other 
w^  more  to  his  fausfaftion. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  as  I  am  fenfible  I  hare  tran- 
fcribcd  it  very  coarfely,  which,  after  having  altered  if, 
I  was  obliged  to  do,  I  will,  if  you  pleafe  to  tranfmit  the 
fheets  from  the  pte&t  correct  it  for  you  i  and  will  take 
the  trouble  of  altering  any  ftrokc  of  farire  which  you 
may  diflike. 


•  H'a  Ode  ••  Ad  Urb«inni"  probably.    N. 
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By  acerting  on  this  occafion  your  ufiial  genemfity, 
you  will  not  only  encourage  learning,  and  relieve  dif- 
trefi,  but  (tfiough  it  be  in  comparifon  of  the  odier  mo- 
tives of  very  fin^  account)  oblige  in  a  very  fenfible 
manner,  Siii> 

Tour  very  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON*. 


LETTER      IV, 

To    Mr.    cave. 

Sir,  Monday t  No.  6,  CafiU-fireet. 

I  AM  to  return  you  thanks  for  the  prefcnt  you  were 
£)  kind  as  to  fend  by  me,  and  to  intreat  chat  you  will  be 
plcafed  to  inform  me  by  the  pcnny-poft,  whether  you 
relblve  to  print  the  Poem  \.  If  you  pleafe  to  fend  it  me 
by  the  poft,  with  a  note  to  Dodfley,  I  will  go  and  read 
the  lines-  to  him,  that  we  may  have  his'confent  to  put 
hu  name  in  the  title-page.  As  to  the  printing,  if  it 
can  be  fet  immediately  about,  I  will  be  fo  much  the 
author's  friend,   as  not  to  content  myfclf  with  meer 

*  The  poem,  qt  fatirCf  inentioiied  in  tbu  and  the  following  lettcn, 
mnfl  doubtlefi  have  been  out  author'i  own  "  London,"  which  wm 
publilhed  \ff  R.  DodHey  in  May  1738)  and  ii  ivcoided  tn  Gent. 
Mag.  vol.  VIII.  p.  169,  as  "  bemg  remarkable  for  having  got  to  the 
"  ftcoitd  edition  in  the  fpacc  of  a  weclc"    N. 

f  London. 

foIicitatioDg 
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fbUcitaooos  in  his  &vour.  I  propolci  if  my  calculation 
be  near  tbe  truths  to  engage  for  the  rambutiement  o£ 
all  that  you  fhall  lofe  by  an  impreflion  of.  500,  provided^ 
as  you  very  generoufly  propofe,  that  the  profit,  if  any, 
be  fct  afidc  for  the  author's  ufe,  excepting  the  prefent 
you  made,  which,  if  he  be  a  gainer,  it  is  fit  he  Ihould 
repay.  I  beg  that  you  willlet  one  of  your  fervams  imtc 
an  cxa£t  account  of  the  expence  of  fiich  an  impreflion, 
and  lend  it  with  the  poem,  that  I  may  know  irfiat  I 
engage  for,  I  am  very  fcnfible,  fi^m  your  generofity 
on  this  occafion,  of  your  regard  to  learning,  even  m  its 
unhappieft  ftatc,  and  cannot  but  think  fijch  a  temper 
deferving  of  the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  fufier  So  o&ok 
from  a  contrary  diiiiofitton. 
lam,  SIR, 

Your  moft  humble  fervan^ 

SAM.  JOHNSON^ 


LETTER      V. 

To    Mr.    cave. 

Sir,  INbJate*.} 

I  WAITED  on  you  to  take  the  copy  to  Dodfley's : 
as  I  remember  the  number  of  lines  which  it  contains.  It 

*  ThUletter  muft  have  been  written  in  April  1738,  uappanfron 
■n  atccidentaj  mcmonndiiin  on  the  back' of  it,  and  from  the  epignuo 
10  Eliza  [Mifi  Cmer,]  which  wax  printed  in  that  month's  Gentle- 
man'* Magazine,  p.  1 1 0,  both  in  Gieek  and  Latin.  Tlte  ihiee  fol- 
}aw'uig  Imen  were  alio  wrincD  u  1738.    N, 
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vill  be  kmgff-  than  Eogeoio*,  whh  the  quotations, 
which  muftbc  fut^oined  at  the  bottom  of  die  po^,  part 
of  the  beaucjr  of  the  perfcxmance  (if  anj  beaaty  be  allow- 
ed it)  confifting  ia  adapting  Juvenal's  fentiments  to 
nodem  &£b  and  perfons.  It  will>  with  thofc  addjtioBS, 
very  co&Tcniendy  make  five  fteets.  And  iince  the  ex- 
IKocc  will  be  no  more,  I  fiiall  contentedly  infure  itj  ar 
i  mentioned  in  my  hA.  U  it  be  not  therefore  gone  to 
Dodfley's,  1  beg  it  may  be  fcnt  me  by  the  peaay-pc^ 
that  Z  may  have  it  in  the  evenii^.  2  have  compofed  a 
Greek  Epigram  to  Eliza*  and  dunk  fhe  ou^  to  be 
cricbrated  in  as  niany  dif&rent  lan^ages  as  Lewis  k 

•  "  Eugcoto,  a  VIriQons  and  Happy  Life,  infcribcd  to  Mr.  Pc^,' 
tmblifljoi  ly  Dodfley  in  April  1737.  TTm  aathor  of  thk  poim,  a 
WDik  hf  no  meaiu  deftitute  of  public  fpiiit,  and  which  lud  had  the 
aAfuaagt  of  being  corrected  hy  Dean  Swift  (fee  the  Suppfemeiit  to  Ui 
Woifcs,  vt>L  U.  fin.  Svo.  p.  4J9.)  was  Mi.  Beach,  a  wine-merdiint' 
atWredanit  in  Doabighflure,  a  man  of  learning,  of  great  hnmaniij, 
of  an  eafy  fortune,  and  moch  rcfpeAed.  He  is  faid  by  fome  to  here 
CnteitBincd  very  MameriA.  iiutwiii  m  i^igiMB ;  hat  tk»  appcan  ndxr 
to  be  conjeAure  than  a  well-eftablilhed  fafl.  It  is  certain  he  \nu  at 
tinKS  grieronlly  allified  with  a  terrible  difordei  in  hh  head,  to  which 
Uifriendsafcribed  fusmelancholyent.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1737) 
in  left  than  a  month  after  die  publication  of  his  poem,  he  cut  his  diroat 
with  fuch  fhocking  refolution,  that  it  was  reported  his  head  w-as  almod 
fcvered  from  his  body.  This  fhocking  cataftrophe  ii  thus  mcQd<M)cd 
by  Abp.  Herring  (then  Bp,  of  Bangor,)  in  one  of  his  L«tten  lo  Mr. 
Dancombc,  p.  5+.  "  Tht  verfes  you  fent  me  are  »eTy  fenfiUc  and 
toncUi^ :  and  die  fenrimeati  in  them,  I  doubt  not.  exhikrated  tho 
Uood  for  fame  time,  and  fufpendcd  the  black  execution ;  but  hit  dlf- 
rempcr,  it  may  be  faid,  got  the  better,  and  carried  him  off  at  laft.  1 
would  willingly  put  the  bcft  conftroflion  upon  thefe  melancholy  acci- 
dents, and  thus  leave  the  fuffercn  to  the  Father  of  Mercies."  And  an 
••  £[»logue  to  Caio,  for  the  Scholars  at  Wrexham,  I73S»'*  Aicwa 
how  much  better  Mr.  Beach  cbuld  think  than  aft.    N. 

Grand. 
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Grand.  Pray  fend  me  word  when  you  will  begin  Upon 
the  Poem,  for  it  is  a  long  way  to  walk  *.  I  would 
leave  my  Epigram,  but. have  not  day-light  to  tran- 
fcribe  it. 

I  am,  SIR,  yours,  &c. 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      VL 

To    Mr.    G  a  V.  E. 
S  I  R,  [Nb  date."] 

I  AM  extremely  obliged  by  your  kind  letter,  and 
\ViU  not  fail  to  attend  you  to-morrow  with  IrenCj  who 
looks  upon  you  as  one  of  her  beft  friends. 

I  was  to  day  mth  Mr.  Dodfley,  who  declares  very 
warmly  in  favour  of  the  paper  you  fent  him,  which  he 
flclires  to  have  a  ftiare  in,  tt  being,  as  he  lays,  a  tredtt-' 
able  thing  to  he  concerned  in,  I  knew  not  what  anfwer  to 
make  till  I  had  confultcd  you,  nor  what  to  demand  on 
the  Author's  part,  but  am  very  willing  that,  if  yqp 
pteafe,  he  fliould  have  a  part  in  it,  as  he  will  undoubted- 
ly be  more  diligent  to  difperfe  and  promote  it.  If  you  . 
can  fend  me  word  to-morrow  what  I  Ihall  fay  to  him,  I 
will  fettle  matters,  and  bring  the  Poem  with  me  for  the 
prefs,  w}iich>  as  the  town  empties,  we  cannot  be  too 
quick  with. 

I  am,  SIR,  yours,  &c. 

SAM.  JOHNSON, 
*  He  lifcd  at  ihu  time  in  Caftk-ftieet,  CaTcndilh-rqnaie.    N. 

K  k  L  E  T- 
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LETTER      VTT. 
Ta   Mr.    CAVE. 

I  DID  not  cam  to  det^  ypw  lervant  while  I  wrot& 
an  uifwer  to  your  letter,  in  wWch  you  fcem  to  infinuate 
that  I  had  promi{ed  more  than  I  am  ready  to  perform. 
If  I  have  rwfed  your  cxpedations  by  any  thing  that  may 
have,  cfcapcd  my  memory,  I  am  Iwry ;  and  if  you:  re- 
mind me  of  it,  (hall  thank  you  for  tht  favour.  If  I 
made  fewer  alterations  than  uliia}  in.  the  Debates  *,  ic 
vas  only  becaufe  there  appeared,  and  ftill  appears  to  be» 
kfe  need  of  alteration.  The  verfes  to  Lady  Firebracc 
may  be  had  when  you  pleafe,,  (at  you  know  that  foch  i 
fubjeft  neither  delerres  much  thought,  nor  reqxures  tc 

[To  Lady^FiREBXACS*  atBuryAnJzfsf. 
At  lengdtiriuft  SuBblk's  Beauties  Ihine  in  vain, 

$0  long  renown'd  in  B n's  dcadilefs  ftrain  ? 

Thy  charms  at  lead,  fair  Firebrace,  might  inffom. 
Some  zealous  Bard  to  wjJte  the  fieqiing  lyre. 
For  fuch  diy  beauteous  mind  and  lovety  face. 
Thou  feem'ft  at  once,  brig^  Nymph,  a  Mufe  aad! 
Grace.] 

*  Ttioie  ID  the  SenUe  of  Lilipat.    14. 

-f  This  lidy  was  Bridget  3d  daughter  of  Philip  BacDD,  Efq;-  of 
Ipfwich,  and  relict  of  Philip  Even,  Efq;  of  that  town.  She  becum) 
the  fecond  wife  of  Sir  CorJell  Firebracc,  &c  lall  barODet  of  thit  aame 
{to  whom  fhc  brou^  a  fortune  pf  tj.oooLJJoly  36,  1737.  Baag 
agpia  left  a  widow  in  1759,  the  waa  a  third  time  married,  April  7.. 
fj6i,  to  William  Campbdl,  Efq;  unck  to  die  preleat.  Duke  of 
Areylei  aaidiedju^;.  17I3.    M^ 

Tfao 
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The  Chifldc  Stories  •  may  be  had  folded  down  when 
you  pleafc  to  fend,  in  which  I  do  not  recolkdl  that  you 
defired  any  alterations  to  be  made. 

An  anfwer  to  another  query  I  am  very  willing  to  write, 
and  had  confulted  with  you  about  it  laft  night  if  there 
had  been  dme ;  for  J  think  it  the  moll  proper  way  of 
inviting  fuch  a  axrefpondence  as  may  be  an  advantage 
Co  die  paper,  not  a  load  upon  it. 

As  to  the  Prize  Verfes,  a  backwardnefc  to  determine 
.  their  degrees  of  merit  is  not  peculiar  to  me.  You  may, 
if  you  pleafe,  {litl  have  what  I  can  fay;  but  I  fhall  en- 
gage with  little  fpirit  in  an  affair,  which  I  ftiall  hardly 
end  to  my  own  fati$fa£tion,  and  certabUy  not  to  the 
fatbfaflion  of  the  parties  concerned  f . 

As  to  Father  Paul  J»  I  have  not  yet  been  juft  to  my 
Fropofal,   but  have  met  with  impediments,  which,  I 

hope, 

*  Dn  Halde's  Dricription  of  China  wai  then  publifliing  hf  Mr. 
Cave  in  wrdihr  numbers,  wfaenc(  Jdmfoo  was  to  fekA  piece*  for  Ac 
caibdifhmeiit  of  the  Magaziae,  See  a  letter  of  hii,  figned  Ekhulmy 
Cm,  Mag.  vol.  VIII.  p.  36;.    N, 

t  The  pramum  of  40I.  pn^iofed  for  the  faeft  poetn  on  tlic  Irvine. 
Attrihutet  isiiere  aUuded  to.  A  fbrmer  prixe  of  $cd.  badlxen  <ietef- 
niacd  u  1738  by  three  judges  (we  know  not  whether  Joholbn  wj> 
one,)  whofe  decifiofM  were  deKveied  to  the  public  by  Dr.  Birch, 
See  Gem.  Mag.  vol.  V.  p.  716,  and  vol.  VI.  p.  59.  Or.  Moqi- 
mer.  Sec.  R.  S.  waa  riSbeiaied  with  I^.  Birch  in  declarii^  th« 
decifion.    N. 

X  The  following  Advertifement  from  ■*  The  Weekly  Milcdlimf , 
■■  Ofl.  SI,  1758,"  may  now  be  omfideted  at  a  curioQty.  "  Juft 
puUUhed,  Pfopolali  for  pvimtng  the  Hillory  of  the  Counci]  Qf  Ttent, 
tranAated  ften  ibe  liaUan  «f  Father  Paul  Saipit  with  the  Author's 
Life,  apd  Notn  Theological.  Hiftoiical.  and  Critie*],  f/ipai  tM 
K  k  3  French 
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hope,  are  now  at  an  end ;  and  if  you  find  the  progrds 
•  hereafter  not  fuch  as  you  have  a  right  to  expeft,  yoo 
can  eafily  ftimulate  a  n^ligenr  tranflator. 

ffany  or  all  thcfe  have  contributed  to  your  difcontent, 
I  will  endeavour  to  remove  it;  anddefireyoitto-propofc 
the  qucftion  to  which  you  wifh  for  an  anfwcr. 

I  am,  SIR,  your  humble  fervant, 

SAM..  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      VIIL 
To    Mr.    cave. 
Dear  Sir^  {No  daie.} 

I  AM  pretty  much  of  your  opinion,  that  die  Com- 
■'  memary  cannot  be  profecuted  with  any  appearance  erf" 

-Ticnch  Ediuon  of  Dr.  LcConnyer.  T«  which  are  added,  Obfem- 
-  lAota  OD  the  HiftoTy  and  Noiet ;  and  lUufttationi  from  vMioot  Antbon; 
.both  printed  and  manufciipt.  By  S.  Johnfon,;  i.  The  woik  wQl 
conlift  of  two  hundred  fhects,  and  be  two  volnmes  in  quarto,  printed 
'  OD  good  paper  and  kiter.  a..  The  price  will  be  iSs.  each  voIouk,  to, 
'  be  paid  half  a  guinea  at  the  time  of  fubfcribing,  half  a  gumea  at  At 

■  delivery  of  the  firft  vohiote,  >ad  the  reft  at  the  delivery  of  the  fecond 
•  tolnnic  in  fticcls.  3.  Twb^wqcc  to  be  abated  for  every  IheetlHa  than 
'  two  hundred.    It  may  be  had:  m  a.  large  paper,  in  three  vobunes.  lA 

■  the  price  of  three  guineas ;  otte  to  be  paid  at  the  time  c&  fahlcribuw, 
another  at  the  delivery  of  the  firft,  and  the  reft  attbcddirer^oftbe 

■  other  volume!.  The  woifc  is  now  in  tin  pref«,  and  will  be  diligaitly 
pufecuted.  Sublcr^ons  are  taken  in  by  Mr.  Dodfley  in  PaU-MaU,. 
Mr.  Ri\'ington  in  St.  Paol'i  Church-yard,  by  B.  Cave  at  St.  Joim't 

'  Gate,  and  the  TraaJlBtor,  at  N"  6«  in  CaAle^net,  faf  Cavaidii]i'> 
-ftuaie."    N. 

iucceui 
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facccfsi  for  as  the  names  of  the'  authors  concerned  are 
of  more  weight  in  the  performance  than  its  own  Intrinrick  - 
Tneric>  the  public  will  be  foon  fatisBed  with  it.  And  I 
think  die  Examen  ihould  be  pufhed  (onvzid  with  the. 
utmoft  expedition,'  Thus,  "  Thb  day,  &c.  An  Exa-  , 
""  men  of  Mr.  Pope's  Effay,  &c.  containing  a  fucclnft  ■ 
*'  Account  of  the  Philofophy  of  Mr.  Leibnitz  on  the 
**  Syftcm  of  the  Fatalifts,  with  a  Confutation  of  their  . 
"  Opinions,  and  an  lUuftration  of  the  Doftrine  of  Free-  - 
*'  will  *  i"  £with  what  elfe  you  diink  proper.} 

*  This  treatife  was  pablilbcd,  Fuce  2$.  in  November  1738,  under 
the  title  of  "  An  Eiaroination  of  Mr.  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man ;  eontain- 
ing  a  fuccinA  View  of  the  Syfiero  of  the  FataliAs,  and  a  Confutation 
of  their  Opinions;  with  an  Illuftration  of  the  DoAiine  of  Free-will, 
and  an  Enquiry  what  View  Mt  Pope  might  have  in  touching  upon  the  ' 
Leibnttxian  Philofophy  and  Fatallfm.  By  Mr,  Croufaz,  Profeflbr  of 
Philofophy  and  Mathcmaticlu  at  I^nfanne,  &c.  Printed  for  A.  Dodd, 
without  Temple  Bar,  and  fold  by  the  fiookfellers."  See  Gent.  Mag. 
ToL  Vm.  p.  £08.  6*4.    "N. 

"  Croufaz  was  a  profeObr  of  Switzerland,  eminent  for  his  treadle 
of  Logick.  and  his  Exanen  di  PjrrlMiiifnie,  and,  however  little  known 
or  regarded  here^  was  no  roean  antagonift.  His  mind  was  one  of  thofe 
in  which  Philofophy  and  Piety  arc  happily  united.  He  was  accuflom- 
ed  to  argument  and  difquifition,  and  perhaps  was  grown  too  deSrous  of 
dcteAing  faults;  but  his  intentions  werC' always  right,  his  opinions 
werefolid,  and  his  religion  pure.  His  inceflant  vigilance  fbi  the 
promotion  of  Piety  difpofedJiim  to  look  with  dillnifl  upon  all  metapt^' 
fical  f)'ftems  of  Theology,  and  all  fchemes  of  virtue  and  happinefi 
purely  rational ;  and  theiefoie  it  was  not  long  before  be  was  perfuaded 
that  dK  politions  of  Pope,  as  tbey  terminated  iot  the  moS  part  in 
natural  religion,  were  intended  to  draw  mankind  away  from  rcrelaiion, 
and  to  reprefcnt  the  whole  coutfe  of  thbgs  as  a  necelTai}-  ca«catenad<Mi 
of  indiflbluble  fatality ;  and  it  is  undeniable,  that  in  many  pallages  x 
relijious  eye  may  eafily  difcover  caprcffiont  not  rcry  favourable  to 
morals,  or  to  Jibert}'."    Dr.  Johmsox. 
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It  vrSif  above  all,  be  ncceflkry  to  take  notice,  that  if 
13  z  thing  diftinft  from  the  Commentary. 

I  was  fo  far  from  imagining  they  fixtod  ftill  *,  that  I 
conceived  them  »  have  a  good  deal  beforehand,  and 
therefore  was  Ids  anxious  in  providing  them  more.  But 
if  ever  they  ftand  ftill  on  my  account,  it  muft  doubtlds 
be  charged  to  me  i  and  whatever  elfc  (hall  be  reafon- 
able,  I  fhdl  not  oppofe ;  but  beg  a  fufpenfe  of  judg- 
ment till  morning,  when  I  muft  intreat  you  to  fend  me 
a  dozen  propofals,  and  you  fhall  then  have  copy  to  fparc. 
I  am,  S  I  R,  yours,  improH/ia, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 

Pray  mafter  up  the  Propofals  if  you  can,  or  kt  the 
J)by  recall  them  from  the  bookfeBers. 


LETTER      IX, 

To    Uk.    cave. 

Dear  Sir,  [Na  Ja/e.'i 

YOU  may  remember  I  have  formerly  talked  with 
you  about  a  Military  Di£tionary.  The ,  eWeft  Mr. 
Macbean,  who  was  with  Mr.  Chambers,  has  very  good 
materials  for  fuch  a  work,  which  I  have  feen,  and  will 
do  it  at  a  tery  low  rate.     I  think  the  terms  of  War  and 

*  Tht  cDiDpofiton  in  Mr.  Csre's  printing-office,  « Im  ippCv  bf 
thit  kmr  to  have  then  waited  for  copy,    N. 

Navigatioa 
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17«rigauM  might  be  eomprUed  with  good  ocp^anadons 
m  one  Std  Fica^  «htch  he  is  wilUng  to  do  for  twehre 
fhilHi^  a  fheet,  to  be  made  up  a  guinea  at  the  fecond 
JmpreSian.  If  yon  thitik  on  it^  I  wiU.-»^t  on  you  with 
}um.  I  arr^   Sifij 

Yotu-  bundle  iervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 
Fray  Ittid  me  Topfel  on  Animals^ 


LETTER        X, 
To   Dr,   B  I  R  C  H. 

Sir,  ^n>ar^t.Sept.2^  1743, 

1  HOPE  youvnil  tifcufe  me  for  troubling  yoti  mi 
an  occalionon  whichl  know  notiirfiom  dTel  caA  apply 
to ;  I  am  at  a  lols  for  the  Lives  and  Charadcrs  of  Earl 
Stanhope,  the  two  Cn^gs,  and  the  Minifter  Sunder- 
land j  and  beg  tfiat  you  will  inform  £me}  where  I  may 
find  them,  and  lead  any  pamphlets,  &c  relating  to  them 
to  Mr.  Cave,  to  be  perufed  for  a  few  days  by,  Sir, 
Your  moft  humble  Iervant, 

SAM,  JOHNSON. 


LETTER       XI. 

To   Mr,   ELPHINSTON. 

Sir, 

I  H  AV  E  for  a  bfig  while  intended  to  anfwer  the 

ktter  which  you  were'  {dei^  to  fend  me,  and  know  not 

K  k  4  why 
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why  I  hive  delayed  it  (o  long;  but  that  I  had  n< 
particular,  either  of  inquiry  or  information  to  fead  you  r 
and  the  fame  reafon  might  ftill  have  the  &mc  confc- 
quence  j  but  that  I  6nd  in  my  reclufe  kind  of  life,  that 
I  am  not  likely  to  have  much  more  to  fay,  at  one  time 
than  another,  and  that  therefore  I  may  endanger  by  an 
appearance  of  ncgleft,  long  continued,  the  lofs  of  (iich 
an  acquaintance  as  I  know  not  where  to  fupply.  I  there- 
fore write  now  to  allure  you  how  fenfible  I  am  of  the 
kindnefs  you  have  always  exprefled  to  me,  and  how  much 
I  defirc  the  cultivation  of  that  benevolence,  which,  per- 
haps, nothing  but  the  diftance  between  us  has  hindered 
from  ripening  before  this  time  into  friendfhip.  Of  my- 
felf  I  have  very  litde  to  fey,  and  of  any  body  elfe  lefc : 
let  me,  however,  be  allowed  one  thing,  and  that  in  my 
own  favour}  that  I  am. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fcrvant, 
/^il  20,  1749.  SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER        Xn. 

To    Dr.    birch. 

Sir,  ..     Gough-fquare,  May' 12,  1750, 

KNOWING  that  you  are  now  preparing  to  favour 

the  public  with  a  new  edition  of  Raleigh's  mifccllaneous 

pieces,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  fend  you  a  manufcript  *, 

*  Thi»  was  pnblifhcd  by  Newbeiy  in  8vo.  1750,  under  the  litlc  of 
*'  The  Inteteft  of  England  wiih  r^id  to  foreign  alliances  expUiscd 
in  two  Difcouifet.  I.  Conceroinf  amatch  propounded  by  the  Savoyan. 
between  ihc  Lady  ElLubeth  and  die  Prince  of  Piemtait.  H.  Toocbiog 
It  inania^  bcWeen  Prince  Henry  of  England,  and  a  daughter  of  Saroy.'* 

which 
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i^cb  fell  by  chance  within  my  nonce,  I  perctive  t» 
proofs  of  forgery  in  my  examination  of  it  j  and  the  owner 
tells  me,  thw,  as  be  has  heard,  the  hand-writing  is  Sir 
Walter's:  If  you  fliould  find  reafon  to  conclude  it  ge- 
nuine, it  will  be  a  kindnefs  to  the  owner,  a  blind  per- 
Jim  *,  to  recommend  it  to  the  bookfellers. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  mc^  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER       XUI. 

To    Mr.    ELPHINSTON. 

Dear  Sir, 
YOU  have,  as  I  find,  by  every  kind  of  evidence, 
loft  an  excellent  mother,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think 
me  incapable  of  partaking  of  your  grief.  I  have  a  mo- 
ther now  eighty-two  years  of  age,  whom  therefore  I  muft 
foon  lofe,  unlefi  it  pleafe  God  that  -flie  rather  Ihould 
mourn  for  me.  ■  I  read  the  letters  in  which  you  relate 
your  mother's  death  to  Mrs.  Scrahan ;  and  think  I  do 
myfclf  honour  when  I  tell  you  that  I  read  them  with, 
tears  j  but  tears  are  neither  to  me  nor  to  you  of  any  far- 
ther ufe,  when  once  the  tribute  of  nature  has  been  pmd. 
The  bufinels  of  life  fummons  us  away  from  ufekfs  grief, 
and  calls  us  to  the  exercile  of  thofe  virtues  of  which  wc 
are  lamenting  our  deprivation.  The  greateft  benefit 
which  one  friend  can  confer  upon  another,  is  to  guard 

*  Mn.  Williams,  probably,  the  periiHi  ncoaunendcd  to  Mr.  Gar> 
pckinLetttt  18.    N. 

and 
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Md  ittcia,  artd  clevoe  hk  vlftues.  This  ]rdur  taoAtt 
wUl  ftill  perfwui,  if  you  dUigentfy^  pfefcrvt  dw  mcm^ 
tif  her  life,  and  of  liCT  death :  a  life  fb  ftt-  as  1  can  karo, 
u&ful  and  mfc}  imccent;  and  a  death  rriigned,  petb^^ 
Ibl,  and  h(^.  I  cannot  forbnr  to  flieitdon,  diaC  nei- 
ther rcafon  nor  revelation  dttiia  yea  to  hope  diak  you 
may  increale  her  hapinnefe  b/  6htfiBg  her  precepts  § 
and  that  She  may,  in  her  proftae  ftate,  look  with  plea- 
fure,  upOn  every  a£t  of  virtue  to  which  her  inftruftions 
or  example  have  contribnced.  Whether  this  be  more 
dian  a  {dealing  diriiii,  or  ajuftcpiiiiun  of  feparace  ^i- 
rits,  is  indeed  </  no  great  importance  to  as,  when  we 
conHder  ourfelves  as  aAing  under  the  eye  of  God :  yet 
fttrely  there  is  fbmethit%  jde^ing  m  the  belief,  that  our 
feparation  from  thofe  whom  we  love  is  merely  corporeal  j 
and  it  may  be  a  great  incitement  to  virtuous  friendlhipt 
if  it  can  be  made  probable,  that  union  which  has  rc- 
cdvcd  the  divine  approbation,  fllall  condnue  to  eternity. 

There  is  one  ejqjfidient,  by  which  yoo  may,  in  fome 
degree,  continue  her  prcfcnce.  If  you  write  down  mi- 
nutely what  you  remember  of  h*  from  your  earlieft 
years,  you  inll  read  it  with  great  plcafure,  and  receive 
from  it  nMny  hints  of  foothing  recollc3:ion,  when  umC 
rtiall  remove  her  yet  farther  frtmi  you,  and  your  grief 
fhall  be  matured  to  veneration.  To  this,  however  pain- 
iul  for  the  prefent,  I  cannot  but  advife  you,  as  to  a  iburce 
of  comfort  and  fatisfeftion  in  ihc  time  to  come :  for 
all  comfwt  and  all  fatisfaftion  is  fincerely  wifiwdyou  by. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  moft  obliged,  moft  obedient, 
^*  25*  I7f^  ^"^  ""^^  bunUile  fervant^ 

SAM.  JOHNSON- 
8  LET- 
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LETTER      XIV. 
To   Mr.   ELPHINSTON*. 

Dear  Sir, 

3  CANNOT  but  confds  die  faihire  of  my  ewre* 
fpondcnce,  but  hope  the  lame  regard  which  you  exprds 
for  me,  on  every  other  occafion>  will  inclme  you  to  fisr* 
give  me.  I  am  o6xn,  very  often  ill,  and  when  I  am 
well,  am  obliged  to  work ;  but,  indeed,  hare  never  much  - 
ufed  myftlf  to  punfhiality.  You  are,  however^  not  to 
■  make  fuch  kind  of  inferences,  when  I  forbear  to  reply 
to  your  kindnefs  -,  for  be  affured,  I  never  receive  a  let- 
ter from  you  widwut  great  pleafure,  and  very  warm 
fenfe  of  your  generofity  and  friendlhip,  which  I  heartily 
blame  myfelf  for  not  culcivatihg  with  more  care.  In 
this,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  I  go  wrong  in  oppofitioit 
to  convidion  j  for  I  think  fcarce  any  temporal  good 
equally  to  be  defired  with  the  regard  and  familiarity  of 
worthy  men,  and  hope  we  Ihall  be  fome  rime  nearer  to 
each  other,  and  have  a  more  ready  way  of  pouring  out 
our  hearts. 

I  am  glad  that  you  ftill  find  encouragement  to  perfc- 
vere  in  your  publication  |,  and  fliall  beg  the  favoui-  of 
fiz  more  volumes  to  add  to  my  former  fix,  v/hen  yoa 
cui,  vnth  any  convenience,  fend  them  me.    Pleafe  to 

*  Tranftitor  of  Martial*  BolTuetf  &c.  and  fbnneil^  maftcr  of  as 
iwademy  at  Kenfiogton. 

-t-  ThU  wa*  of  the  RaaUcr*  atEdidmigli.  ttwbtcbMr.EIphin- 
fion  tianllatcd  ^  nonoi^ 

prefcnt 
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prefcnt  a  fct  m  my  name  to  Mr.  Ruddiman  J,  of  vAMtn 
I  hear>  that  his  learning  is  not  his  higheft  excellence. 
.  I  have  tranfcribcd  the  mottos,  and  returned  dicm,  I 
hope  not  too  late,  of  which  I  think  many  very  happily 
performed.  Mr.  Cave  has  put  the  laft  in  the  Magazine  §, 
in  which  I  think  he  did  well.  I  beg  of  you  to  write 
foon,  and  to  write  often,  and  to  write  long  letters ;  which 
I  hope  in  time  to  repay  you,  but  you  muft  be  a  patient 
creditor.  I  have,  however,  this  of  gratitude,  that  I 
think  of  you  with  regard,  when  I  do  not  perhi^s  ffvc 
the  proofs  which  I  ot^t  of  piety.    S  i  r. 

Your  moft  obUgcd,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER        XV.       , 
To    THE    Rev.    Dr.    TAYLOR. 

Dear  Sir, 

L  E  T  me  have  your  company  and  your  inftrudtion. 
Do  not  live  away  from  me  i  my  diftrefs  is  great. 

Pray  defire  Mrs.  Taylor  to  inform  me  what  moum- 
iog  I  Ihould  buy  for  my  mother  and  Mils  Porter,  and 
bring  a  note  in  writing  with  you. 

Remember  me  in  your  prayers ;  for  vain  is  the  help 
of  man,  .    I  am,  dear  S  i  r,  &c. 

Marchi%,  1752.  SAM.  JOHNSON. 

-  %  A  very  learned  wnter,  uidior  oS-  levenl  hi&oricil  tsd  {^lilolew 
gicil  worki.     He  died  January  1757' 
(  Sec  Gent.  Mag.  00.  1753,  p.  468. 

LET- 
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LETTER       XVI. 
To    Dr.    HUDDESFORD. 

Rcverendo  admodum  viro  G.  Huddesford,  S.T.P, 
Oxonienfis  academix  Vice  Cancelkrio  dignilTimo. 
INGRATUS  plane  et  tibi  «  mihi  videar,  nifi 
quanto  me  gaudio  affecerent,  quos  nupcr  mihi  honorcs, 
te  credo  aaftore,  decrevit  fenatus  academicus,  litera- 
rum,  quo  tamen  nihil  levius,  officio  fignificcm ;  ingra- 
tti!  etiam,  nifi  comitatem,  qua  vir  eximius  •  mihi  veftri 
teftimonium  amoris  in  manus  tradidit>  agnofcam  et 
laudem.  Siquid  diy  unde  rei  tarn  grata:  accedat  gratia, 
hoc  ipfb  magis  mihi  placet,  quod  co  tempore  in  ordines 
academicos  denuo  cooptatus  fim,  quo  tuam  imminuerc 
auftoriouem,  famamque  Oxonix  Ixdere^  onnnibus  modis 
conantur  homines  vafri  nee  tamcn  acuti :  quibus  tgOj 
prout  viro  umbratico  Ucuit,  femper  reftiti,  femper  rc- 
ftiturus.  Qui  enim,  inter  has  rerum  proceiias,  vel  tiW 
vel  academic  defoeritj  ilium  virtuti,  ethteris,  fibtqae, 
«  poftcris  defuturum  exiftimo. 

S.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER       XVn. 
To    Me.    WAR  ton. 
Dear  Sir,  Fe^.  i,  1755^ 

I  WROTE  to  you  fome  weeks  ago,  Jjut  I  believe 
did  not  direft  accuracy,  and  therefore  know  not  nhe- 

*  Dr.  King,  of  St,  Mu^  Hall»  vbo  ddinnd  the  Difloma  to 
Jolutfgii  in  LtudoD. 

tfaCf 
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ther  you  h»4  my  letter.  I  would  likcwiie  write  to  your 
brother,  but  know  not  where  to  find  him.  I  now  begin 
to  fee  land,  after  having  wandered,  according  to  Mr. 
WarhmoiC%  [^rafe,  in  this  v^  &*  of  words.  What 
Tecq>tion  I  IhaU  meet  with  upon  the  fliore,  I  know  not  -, 
whether  the  found  of  bells,  and  acclamations  of  the  peo- 
ple, whidi  4^H0o  talks  of  in  his  laft  Canto,  or  a  gene- 
j:^  murmur  oCdiflike,  I  know  not;  whether  I  IhoU  find, 
upon  the  coaft,  a  Cafy$fo  that  will  court,  or  a  Po^htme 
fJiat  mU  refift.  But  if  Polyfbme  comes  to  me,  hare  ac 
Jiis  eyes.  I  hope,  however,  the  criticks  will  let  mc 
be  at  pcac^ :  for  though  I  do  not  much  fear  their  Ikill 
Of  ftrength*  I  ani  a  Uttle  a&aid  of  myfelf ;  and  would 
not  willingly  fed  fo  much  ill-will  in  my  bofom  as  lite- 
rary quan^  are  apt  to  excite.  I  am  in  g^t  want  of 
Q-ffeim^ttii,  which  you  may  have  again  when  you  pleale. 
There  is  nothing  confiderable  done  or  dung  among  us 
(lere :  we  are  not  perhaps  as  innocent  as  villagers,  buc 
moft  of  us  as  idle.  I  hope,  however,  you  are  bufy  i 
and  ihould  be  glad  to  know  vkat  you  an  doing. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your's,  &c. 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      XVIII. 
To    Dr.    B  I  R  C  H. 

Sir,  yutie  9f  ^7S^- 

HAVING  obtained  from  Mr.  Garrick  a  benefit 

U/t  a  ^tlcwenUA  *  of  Icsmin^  diftrefied  by  tdi>d- 

"  Mrs,  Waiuna ;'  fcc  p.  505. 

nefs, 
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nelsj  almoft  the  only  cafualty  that  could  have  diftrcflcd 
herj  I  beg  kave  to  trouble  you,  among  my  other  friends, 
with  fome  of  her  tickets.  Your  benevoleftce  is  well 
known,  and  was,  I  believe  never  itxerted  on  a  more 
laudable  occafion. 

I  am,   SiR> 

Your  moft  humble  lervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER        XIX. 

To   Dr.    B  I  R  C  H. 

Sir,  Jimt  22,  175$, 

BEING,  as  you  -^M  find  by  the  propofal,  engaged 
in  a  work  whick  ijcquires  the  concurrence  of  my  fiiends  * 
to  make  ic  of  much  beaefk  fi>  me,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  recomm«iding  fix  recei^  to  your  care,  isA 
do  not  doubt  of  your  endeavour  to  difpofe  of  them. 

I  have  likewise  a  further  favour  to  b^.  I  know  yott 
hitve  been  feng  a  curious  coUeftor  of  books.  If,  thwe- 
iasct  ymi  have  any  of  the  contemporaries  or  ancefton 
ef  Shidcefpeare,  it  wiH  be  of  great  ufe  xa  lend  me  dKm 
for  a  (hoit  time ;  my  ftoi&  of  thofe  authors  ii  yet  but 
tarta  jitpelUx. 

X  an^  Sir, 

Your  obliged  kumble  fervan^ 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 
$  lie  edidoa  of  ShakcfpoR, 
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LETTER       XX*. 
To    Mr.  BARETTt. 

Sir, 

YOU  reproach  me  very  often  with  parfimony  of 
writing :  but  you  may  difcover  by  the  extent  of  my  pa- 
per, that  I  defign  to  recompenfe  rarity  by  length.  A 
Ihort  letter  to  a  diftanr  friend  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  in- 
liilt  like  that  of  a  flight  bow  or  curfory  falutation  j— a 
proof  of  unwillingnels  to  do  much,  even  where  there  is 
a  neceffity  of  doing  fomething.  Yet  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  he  who  condnues  the  ikn:ie  couife  of  life  ia 
the  fame  f^ace,  will  have  little  to  tell.  One  week  and 
one  year  are  very  like  another.  The  filent  changes  made 
by  time  are  npt  always  perceived ;  and  if  they  are  not 
perceived,  cannot  be  recounted.  I  have  rifen  and  I^n 
down,  talked  and  mufed,  while  you  have  roved  over  a 
coofiderable  part  of  Europe :  yet  I  have  iwt  envied  my 
Baretd  any  of  his  pleafures,  thou^  perhaps,  I  have  en- 
ned  others  his  company ;  and  I  am  glad  to  have  other 
Bations  made  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  Eng- 
lilh,  by  a  traveller  who  has  fo  nicely  infpe£ted  our  nnan- 
ners,  and  fb  fuccelsfully  fhidted  ofur  literature.  I  received 
your  kind  letter  from  Falmouth,  in  wliich  you  gave  mc 
notice  of  your  departure  for  Liflaonj  and  another  from' 
Lifbon,  in  which  you  told  me,  that  you  were  to  leave 
Portugal  in  a  few  days.  To  either  of  thefe  how  could, 
any  anfwer  be  returned  ?  I  have  had  a  third  from  Turin, 
complaining  that  I  have  not  anfwcred  the  former.  Your 

•  Rift  printed  in  "  The  European  Maguinc  for  June  1787." 

£n£^ 
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EogUlh  ftile  ftill  continues  in  its  purity  and  vigour. 
With  vigour  your  genius  will  fup^ly  it ;  but  its  purity 
muft  be  continued  by  clofe  attention.  To  ufe  two  Ian-' 
guages  familiarly,  and  widiout  contaminating  one  by  ' 
the  other,  is  very  difficult ;  and  to  ufe  more  than  tw-o, 
is  hardly  to  be  hoped.  The  prdfes  which  fome  have 
received  for  their  multiplicity  of  languages,  may  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  excite  induftry,  but  can  hardly  generate  con- 
fidence. 

I  know  not  whether  I  can  heartily  rqoice  at  the  kind 
reception  which  you  have  found,  or  at  the  popularity  to 
which  you  are  exalted.  I  am  willing  that  your  merit 
Ihould  be  diftinguifhed,  but  cannot  wifli  that  your  af- 
feftions  may  be  gained  j  I  would  have  you  happy  where- 
ever  you  are,  yet  I  would  have  you  wifli  to  return  to 
England.  If  ever  you  vifit  us  again,  you  will  find  the 
kindnefs  of  your  friends  undiminifhed.  To  tell  you 
how  many  enquiries  are  made  after  you  Would  be  tedi- 
ous, or  if  not  tedious,  would  be  vain  i  becaufe  you 
may  be  told  in  a  very  few  words,  that  all  who  knew 
you,  wifh  you  well ;  and  all  that  you  embraced  at  your 
departure,  will  carefs  you  at  your  return  :  therefore  do 
riot  let  Italian  academicians  nor  Italian  ladies  drive  us 
from  your  thoughts.  You  may  find  among  us  what  you 
will  leave  behind,  fofi  fmiles  and  eafy  Ibnnets.  Yet  I 
(hall  not  wonder  if  all  our  invitations  fhould  be  rgefted : 
for  there  is  a  pleafure  in  being  confiderable  at  home, 
Which  is  not  eafily  refifted. 

By  condu6ting  Mr.  Southwell  to  Venice,  you  fulfill- 
ed, I  know,  the  original  contract:   yet  I  would  vnib 
you  not  wholly  to  lofc  him  from  your  notice,  but  to  re- 
L  1  commend 
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commend  him  to  fuch  acquaintance  as  may  beft  &cart 
him  from  fuffering  by  his  own  follies,  and  to  take  luch 
general  care  both  of  his  fafety  and  his  intcreft  u  mxf 
come  within  your  power.  His  rehuions  tnll  thank  you 
for  any  fuch  gratuitous  attention :  at  leail  they  will  not 
blame  you  for  any  evil  that  may  b^pen,  whedter  they 
'  dunk  you  or  not  for  any  good. 

You  know  that  we  have  a  new  king  and  a  new  par- 
liament. Of  the  new  parliament  Fitzhcrbert  is  a  mem' 
ber.  We  were  fb  weary  of  our  old  king,  that  we  are 
much  [leafed  with  his  fucceifor ;  of  whom  we  arc  f» 
much  inclined  to  hope  great  ttung^,  that  moft  of  us 
beg^  already  to  believe  them.  The  young  man  is  hi- 
therto blameleis ;  but  it  would  be  unrealbnabk  to  e^ied 
modi  from  the  inmiaturity  of  juvenile  years,  and  the 
ignorance  of  princely  educadon.  He  has  been  long  in 
'  the  hands  of  the  Scots,  and  has  already  ^voured  them 
more  than  the  Englilh  ^11  contentedly  endure.  But 
perhaps  he  fcarcdy  knows  whom  he  has  di(tinguifhed, 
or  whom  he  has  diigufted. 

The  artifts  have  inflituted  a  yearly  exhibition  of  pic- 
tures uid  ftatues,  in  imitation,  as  I  un  told,  of  ftwe^ 
academies.  This  year  was  the  fecond  exhibition.  Tlwy 
{deafe  themielves  much  with  the  muiticude  of  ^peAaton, 
and  ima^ne  that  the  Englilh  fchool  will  riic  in  tcpaa- 
don.  Reynolds  is  'mthoot  a  rival,  and  conciaues  to  add 
thoufands  to  thoufands,  which  hedeierves,  among  other 
excellencies,  by  retuning  his  kindhe&  for  Barccci.  Thi» 
exhibition  has  Blled  the  heads  of  the  artifts  and  loven 
of  art.  Surely  life,  if  it  be  not  long,  is  Kdious,  fince 
we  are  forced  to  call  iii  Ac  afltftaoM  of  lb  manf  tiiflcs 
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to  nd  us  of  our  time,  of  thpt  an«  ^lich  never  can 
return. 

I  know  my  Baretri  *riH  not  be  fatis6ed  with  a  letter 
in  which  I  give  him  no  account  of  myfetf :  yet  what 
account  Ihall  I  give  him  f  I  have  not,  fincc  the  day  of 
our  reparation,  fuflfered  or  done  any  tfiing  confider^le. 
The  only  change  in  my  way  of  Bfc  is,  that  I  have  fre- 
quented the  dieatre  more  than  in  former  feafons.  But 
I  have  gone  thither  only  to  efcape  from  myfelf.  We 
have  had  many  new  farces,  and  the  comedy  called  The 
Jealous  Wife,  which,  dioug^  not  written  -mth  much 
genius,  was  yet  fo  well  adapted  to  the  ftage,  and  fo  wcfl 
exhibited  by  the  aftors,  that  it  was  crowded  for  near 
twenty  nights.  I  am  digrcffing  from  myfelf  to  the  play- 
houfe }  but  a  barren  plan  mull  be  fffled  wirii  epifodes. 
Of  myfelf  I  have  nothing  to  fay,  but  that  I  have  hi- 
therto lived  without  tlic  concurrence  of  my  own  judg- 
ment ;  yet  I  continue  to  flatto-  myfelf,  that,  when  you 
return,  you  will  find  me  mended.  I  do  not  wonder 
Aat,  where  the  monaflick  life  is  permitted,  every  order 
finds  votaries,  and  every  monaftery  inhabitants.  Men 
«nll  iiibmk  to  any  rule,  by  wHch  they  may  be  exempted 
from  the  tyranny  of  caprice  and  of  chance.  They  v^ 
glad  to  fapply  by  external  authority  their  own  want  of 
cot^ancy  and  refolution,  and  court  the  government  of 
others,  when  long  experience  has  convinced  them  of 
their  own  inability  to  govern  themfelves.  If  I  were  to 
vilit  Italy,  my  curioHty  would  be  more  attrafted  by  con- 
vents than  by  palaces ;  though  I  am  afraid  that  I  Ihould 
find  expe£Ution  in  both  places  equally  difappointed,  and 
Ufe  in  bodi  places  fupported  with  impatience,  and  quit- 
Ll  2  ted 


bvGoogIc  . 


5t4  LETTERS. 

ted  with  reluftance.  That  it  muft  be  fo  foon  quitted, 
is  a  powerful  remedy  againft  impatience ;  but  what  ftiall 
free  us  from  reluftance  ?  Thofe  who  have  endeavoured 
to  teach  us  to  die  well,  have  taught  few  to  die  willingly  s 
yet  I  cannot  but  hope  that  a  good  life  might  end  at  laft 
in  a  contented  death. 

You  fee  to  what  a  train  of  thought  I  am  drawn  by 
the  mention  of  myfelf.  Let  me  now  turn  my  attentioa 
upon  you.  I  hope  you  take  care  to  keep  an  exa£t  jour- 
nal, and  to  regifter  all  occurrences  and  obfervadonsi 
for  your  friends  here  expefl;  fuch  a  book  of  travels  as 
has  not  been  often  feen.  You  have  g^ven  us  good  lpe> 
cimons-in  your  letters  from  Lifbon.  I  wilh  you  had 
ftdd  longer  in  Spain,  for  no  country  is  lefc  known  to  die 
reft  of  Ewope  j  but  the  quicknels  of  your  difcemnneiK 
muft  make  amends  for  the  celerity  of  your  motions,. 
He  that  knows  which  way  to  direft  his  views,  fees  muck 
in  a  litde  time. 

Write  to  me  very  often,  and  I  will  not-  negle^  to 
write  to  you ;  and  I  may  perhaps  in  dme  get  fbme- 
thing  to  write :  ac  leaft,  you  will  know  by  my  letter^ 
whatever  elfe  they  may  have  or  want,  that  I  ^coatinue 
to  be 

Your  moft  affe£tionate  friend, 
London,  Jm  lo,  1761.  SAM.  JOHNSON^ 


LETTER 
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LETTER        XXI. 
To     Lord     E   L   I   B   A   N   K. 

My  Lord, 

O  N  the  ru^ed  (hore  of  Skie,  I  had  the  honour  of 
your  Lordfliip's  letter,  ^nd  can  with  great  truth  declare, 
that  no  place  is  fo  gloomy  but  that  it  would  be  cheared 
by  fuch  a  teftimony  of  r^ard,  from  a  mind  fo  well  qua- 
lified to  eftimate  chara&crs>  and  to  deal  out  approbation 
in  its  due  proportions.  If  I  have  more  than  my  tharCj 
it  is  your  Lordfliip's  fault ;  for  I  have  alwa^  reverenced 
your  judgment  too  much,  to  exalt  myfelf  in  your  pre- 
tence by  any  falfe  pretenflons. 

Mr.  Bofwell  and  I  are  at  prefent  at  the  dilpofal  of  the 
winds,  and  therefore  cannot  lis  the  rime  at  which  we 
fliall  ha^T  the  honour  of  feeing  your  Lordlhip,  But  we 
fhould  either  of  us  think  ourfelves  injured  by  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  we  would  mifs  your  Lordfliip's  converfadon, 
when  we  could  enjoy  it  j  for  I  have  often  declared,  that 
I  never  met  you  without  going  away  a  wjfcr  nnan, 

I  am.   My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfliip's  moll  obedient, 

S^ae,  Sept.  14,  1773,         and  moft  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LI  J  LETTER 
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LETTER       XXri. 

To    THE    Dure    pp    A  R  G  Y  L  E. 

My  Lorp» 
THAT  kindnels  vhich  difi>ofed  your  Grace  to  fup- 
ply  me  with  t^ic  horfe,  which  I  have  bow  returned^  will 
IBSike  you  pleaftd  to  heer  that  he  ha$  carried  me  welL 

By  my  dil^encc  in  the  Kctle  commiflion  with  whidi 
I  was  bwoured  by  ^  Dudiefs,  I  wiU  endeavour  to 
|hew  bov  hi^ily  I  valup  thp  favours  which  I  hare  re* 
ceired,  aiul  how  much  I  de&e  to  be  thought, 
Mr  Lord, 

Your  Grace's  moft  obedient, 
J^fids^t  Oif*  %^  ^77Sf       ^^  ^P^  hitmble  Jiervan^ 
SAM.  JOHNSON. 


L    5^    T    T    E   Jl      XyHI. 

7©   TH?   Laird    or   R  A  S  A  Y, 

Dear  Siii| 
Mr.  BOSWELL  has  this  day  fhewn  me  a  letter, 
in  which  you  comply  o(  a  palT^e  in  <'  the  Journey 
to  the  Hebrides.''  My  inpaning  is  miftaken,  I  did 
not  ^Btend  to  fay  that  you  had  perfonally  made  any  cd^ 
fion  of  the  rights  of  your  houfc,  or  any  acknowledg-r 
m?nt  of  the  foperiority  of  M'Lcod  of  Dunvegan.  I 
pn^  dcfigned  m  exprefs  what  I  thought  geneially  ad- 

piitied 
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rnitted— that  the  houfe  of  Rafay  allowed  the  fuperiority 
of  the  houfe  of  Dunvegan.  Even  this  I  now  fiiwl  to 
be  erroneous,  and  will  therefore  omit  or  retrad  it  in  the 
next  edition. 

Though  what  I  had  faid  had  been  true,  if  it  had  been 
difagreeable  to  you,  I  (hoald  have  wilhed  it  unfaid  >  for 
it  is  not  my  bulinefs  to  adjuft  precwlence.  As  it  is 
miftakcn,  I  find  myfelf  dtl^fcd  to  correft  it,  bodi  by 
1117  refpcft  for  you,  and  my  rererence  dx  tniA. 

As  I  know  not  when  the  book  wUl  be  reprinted,  I 
have  defired  Mr.  Bofwcll  to  anticipate  the  correftion  in 
the  Edinburgh  Papers  *.  This  is  all  that  can  be  done. 

I  hope  I  may  now  venture  to  defirc  that  my  compli- 
ments may  be  made,  and  my  gratinide  exprefied,  to 
Lady  Rafay,  Mr.  Malcohn,  M'Leod,  M'Donald, 
M*Qy«n.  and  all  the  Gentlemen  and  all  the  Ladiet 
*  whom  I  faw  in  die  Ifland  of  Rafay  j  a  place  which  I  re- 
member with  too  much  pleafure  and  too  much  kind- 
nefs,  not  to  be  forry  that  my  ignorance,  or  hafty  per- 
fuafion,  flKHikl  for  a  fingle  moment,  have  violated  its 

I  beg  you  all  to  forgive  an  undefigned  and  involun- 
tary  injury,  and  to  confider  me  as.   Sir, 

Your  mofl:  obliged,  and 
LondeTij  May  6,  1775.  moft  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 

•  The  Mowing  wu  Dr.  Johnlbn's  Advenifenent. — The  tothor 
of  The  Joamey  to  the  Weftem  Iflandt  hanng  related  that  the  M'Leods 
of  Rafay  acknowledge  the  chieftainfhip  or  fuperiority  of  the  M'LeodB 
of  Skie, indiihat  kehubMDiiifiRibraiedoriiiiftakeii.  Hetncaniin 
a  fiituie  edition  to  correft  hit  cnor,  and  wilhea  to  bs  told  of  man, 
if  moie  have  been  difcoreied. 

LI4  LETTER 
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LETTER      XXIV, 

Sir,  '  Lo}idony  Ttbjufyy  1777. 

T  O  the  CoUeftion  of  Englilh  Poets  I  have  recom- 
mended the  volume  of  Dr.  Watts  to  be  added.  His 
name  has  been  long  held  by  me  in  veneration ;  and  I 
would  not  willingly  be  reduced  to  tell  of  him,  only,  that 
he  was  born  and  died.  Yet,  of  his  life  I  know  very 
little ;  and  therefore  muft  pafs  him  in  a  manner  very 
unworthy  of  his  charafter,  unlefs  fome  of  his  friends  will 
favour  me  with  the  neceffary  information.  Many  of 
them  muft  be  known  to  you ;  and  by  your  influence 
perhaps  I  may  obtain  fome  inftruftion.  My  plan  does 
pot  exadl  much  J  but  I  wilh  to  diftinguifti  Watts;  a 
mail  who  never  wrote  but  for  a  good  purpofe.  Be  pkafed 
to  4o  for  me  what  you  can, 

J  am.   Sir, 

Your  humble  frrvant, 

.  SAM  JOHNSON. 


LETTER       XXV. 
Tq  Mb.   E  L  P  H  I  N  5  T  O  N. 
Sir, 
HAVING  myfelf  fuflTered  what  you  are  now  fuf. 
ferine,  I  well  kppw  the  weight  of  your  diftrels,  how 

mwch 
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much  need  you  have  of  comfort,  and  how  little  com- 
fort can  be  given.  A  lofe,  fuch  as  yours,  lacerates  the 
mind,  and  breaks  the  whole  fyftem  of  purpofes  and 
hopes.  .It  leaves  a  dtfmal  vacuity  in  life,  >^tch  affords 
nothing  on  which  the  affcftions  can  fix>  or  to  which  en- 
deavour may  be  direded.  All  this  I  have  known,  and 
it  is  now,  in  the  viciflitude  of  tlrnigs,  your  turn  to  know  it. 
But  in  the  condition  of  mortal  beings,  one  muft  lofc 
another.  What  would  be  the  wretchednels  of  life,  if 
there  was  not  fomething  always  in  view,  feme  Being, 
immutable  and  unfailing,  to  whof?  mercy  man  may  have 

recourie.      To»  nrfuTn  mni^ici  Kxivulvf. 

Here  we  muft  reft.  The  greateft  Being  is  the  mdt 
benevolent.  We  muft  not  grieve  for  the  dead  as  men 
without  hope,  becaufe  we  know  they  are  in  his  hands, 
We. have,  indeed,  not  leifure  to  grieve  long,  becaufe 
we  are  haftening  to  follow  them.  Your  race  and  mine 
have  been  intermpted  by  many  obftacles,  but  wc  muft 
humbly  hope  for  an  happy  end. 
I  am,   Sir, 

your  molt  humble  fervant, 
July 27,  1778.  SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      XXVI, 

To    Mr,    ALLEN*. 
Sir, 
Mr.  WILLIAM  SHAW^  the  Gentleman  from 
whom  you  will  receive  this,  is  a  ftudious  and  Uterary 

*  Vicar  of  St,  Nicholas,  Rochefler.  - 

manj 
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man ;  he  is  a  ftrar^;er,  and  will  be  gTad  to  be  introduced 
into  f«t)per  company;  and  he  is  my  friend,  and  any 
cir^ty  you  ihall  fliew  him  will  be  an  obHgatioa  on, 

S!R, 

J780.  Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON", 


LETTER 


Dear  Siit> 

NOT  many  days  ago  Dr.  L.  jhewed  me  a  letttr, 
ID  which  you  make  kind  mention  of  raej  I  hope  thcrr- 
.fore  pu  wilt  not  be  diffjeafed  that  I  endeavour  to  pre- 
ierve  your  good  wU  by  fome  obterrations  viach  your 
letter  fu^;efted  to  me. 

You  are  afraid  of  falling  into  fome  impropriedes  tn 
tiie  daily  fcrvice,  by  reading  to  an  audience  that  requires 
no  exaftnefs.  Your  fear,  I  hope,  fecures  you  frtan 
danger.  They  who  contraft  abfurd  habits,  are  fuch  as 
have  no  fear.  U  ifc  impefliUc  ta  do  ilu  fiune  thing  very 
often  without  fome  peculiarity  of  manner ;  but  that  man- 
ner may  be  good  or  bad,  and  a  little  care  will  at  leaft 
(}referve  it  front  bong  bad ;  to  make  it  very  good,  there 
muft>  I  think,  be  fomething  of  natural  or  cafuai^feficity 
viach  cuinot  be  taught. 

Your  pe&m  method  of  making  your  fermons  items 
very  judidous..    Few  &e()iiBDt  prCKlien  can  be  fup- 

pofed 

D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


LETTERS.  511 

pofed  to  have  fermdns  more  their  own  than  youths  vffl 
be.  Take  care  to  regifter  (bmewhere  or  other  the  au- 
thors from  whom  your  feveral  difcourfts  are  bwrcwed  a 
and  do  not  ima^ne  that  you  Ihall  always  remember  even 
■what  perhaps  you  now  think  it  impofllHe  to  {(Xget. 

My  advice  however  is,  that  you  attempt  £rom  &iae 
Co  time  an  original  fbrmon,  and  in  the  labour  of  com- 
fo&tian  do  not  burden  your  mind  widi  too  ntuch  at 
once :  do  not  exa^  from  youifelf  at  one  efibrt  of  exco- 
gitation propriety  of  thoi^ht  and  ekgwce  i^expTeflkMk 
Invent  firft,  and  then  embelHh.  The  produftion  of 
fiMncthing,  where  nothing  was  before,  is  an  aft  of  grcttcr 
energy  than  the  expaofion  or  decoratiwi  of  tiie  thing 
produced.  Set  down  diHgently  your  thoi^hts  ai  thejr 
life  in  the  firft  words  dutt  occur*  and  when  yoa  have 
matttr  you  wiB  eafily  give  it  form ;  nor  perhaps  wiU 
this  mediod  be  always  neceflary,  &r  by  habit  your  thonghw 
and  diAion  will  flow  tc^tbct. 

The  compoiiiatm  of  fcmnons  is  not  very  difficift:  thn 
divifions  not  only  help  the  memory  of  the  he8rer>  but 
direft  the  judgment  of  the  writer ;  they  fupply  fouron 
of  invention,  and  keep  every  part  in  its  proper  place. 

What  I  like  leaft  in  your  letter  is  your  account  of  tho 
fnanners  of  the  parilh ;  from  which  I  gather  that  it  has 
been  long  ncgle6led  by  the  parfon.  The  Dean  of  Car- 
lifle  *,  whp  was  then  a  Ijttlc  reftor  in  Northanaptooftupe, 
tthid  me  that  it  might  be  difcemed  whether  or  no  there 
was  a  clergyman  reCden;  in  a  parilh,  by  the  civil  or  fa- 
vage  manners  of  the  people.  Such  a  congregation  as 
yours  ftand  in  mtich  need  of  reformation  j,  and  I  would 
pot  have  you  think  it  impoflible  to  reform  them.  A 
*  Ifow  Bifliop  of  Promore, 
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very  lavage  parifli  was  civilized  by  a  decayed  gentlewo- 
man,  who  came  among  them  to  teach  a  petty  fchooL 
My  learned  friend.  Dr.  Wheeler,  of  Oxford,  when  he 
was  a  young  man,  had  the  care  of  a  neighbouring  parilh 
fm-  fifteen  pounds  a  year,  which  he  was  never  paid  ;  but 
he  connted  it  a  convenience  that  it  compelled  him  to 
make  a  fermon  weekly.  One  woman  he  could  not  bring 
Co  the  communion ;  and  when  he  reproved  cx"  exhcxttd 
her,  ihe  only  anfwered  that  Ihc  was  no  fcholar.  He  was 
advifed  to  fet  Jbme  good  woman  or  man  of  the  parilh, 
a  little  wifer  than  herfelf,  to  taUc  to  her  in  language  level 
to  her  mind.  Such  honed,  I  may  call  them  holy  arti- 
fices, muft  be  pra€tifed  by  every  clergyman,  for  all  means 
muft  be  tried  by  which  fouls  may  be  favcd.  Talk  to 
your  people,  however,  as  much  as  you  csn,  and  you 
will  find  diat  the  more  frequently  you  converfe  mth  them 
upon  iwligious  fubje£b,  the  more  willingly  they  will  at- 
tend, and  the  more  fubmilEvely  they  will  learn.  A  cler- 
gyman's diligence  always  makes  him  venerable.  I  think 
i  have  now  only  to  fay,  that  in  the  momentous  worl( 
that  you  have  undertaken  I  pray  God  to  blefs  you, 

I  am.   Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 
S^-ewrf,  ^g.  30,  1780. 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER      XXVIII. 

To  THE  Hon.  WARREN  HASTINGS,  Es<i. 
Governor -General  of  Bengal. 

Sir, 

AMIDST  the  impoitaJice  and  multiplicity  of  af- 
fairs in  which  your  great  office  engages  you,  ■  I  take  the 
liberty  of  recalling  your  attention  for  a  moment  to  litera- 
ture, and  will  not  prolong  the  interruprion  by  an  apok^, 
which  your  charafter  makes  needlefs. 

Mr.  Hoole,  a  gentleman  long  known  and  long 
elleemed  in  the  India-Houfe,  after  having  tranflattd 
Taffo,  has  undertaken  Ariofto,  How  well  he  is  quali- 
fied for  his  undertaking,  he  has  already  (hewn.  He  i) 
defirous.  Sir,  of  your  favour  in  promoting  his  propofals, 
and  flatters  me  by  fuppofing  that  my  teftimony  may 
advance  his  interefl:. 

It  is  a  new  thing  for  a  clerk  of  the  India-Houfc  to 
tranflate  poets. — It  is  new  for  a  Governor  of  Bengal  to 
patronize  learning.  That  he  may  find  his  ingenuity  re- 
warded, and  that  learning  may  flourilh  under  your  pro- 
tcAion,  is  die  v/'ifh  of, 

S.i  R, 
Your  mod  humble  fervant, 
7flB.  9,  1781.  SAM.  JOHNSON. 

LETTER 
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LETTER      XXIX. 

To    pR.    LAWRENCE. 

S  I  «,  .       ,  Jm.  17,  lyga, 

OUR  old  friend  Mr.  Lct^,  who  was  laft  nigjit 
eminently  cheaxful,  died  this  morning.  The  man  ^o 
fay  in  the  lame  room  hearing  ah  imcommon  ncufe  got 
«f^  tried  to  make  him  fpesJtAbuc  without  efieft.  He 
dK»  cAol  Mr.  Hf^er,  the  iipodwcary,  who,  tfao^ 
v4ien  he  came  he  dioughc  him  dead,  opened  a  vein,  but 
could  draw  no  blood.  So  has  ended  the  loAg  life  <^a 
▼07  Infill  and  vo?  bliunclels  man. 
I  am,  S  I  R, 

Your  moft  humble  (ervant^ 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      XXX< 
To    Dr.    JOHNSON. 
S  I  R,  BtUh:,  Mty  4,  1782. 

CONSCIOUS  of  the  modve  from whidi  I  wri^ 
and  trulting  that  it  will  readily  and  dearly  ^ipear ;  I 
fhall  leave  it  to  plead  my  excufe  for  the  trouUe  I  may 
hereby  gi?e  you.  Widiout  farther  preface,  dtcreftr^  I 
take  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that,  in  the  Morning 
Chrooide  of  Dec.  12  laft,  a  perfoo,  in  the  charafiier  of 
3  a  maftcr 
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a  malter  of  an  academy,  recommended  the  **  Beauties 
of  your  Writings,"  a  book  publiihed  laft  year,  to  all 
pcribns  who  have  the  care  of  youth,  as  well  calculated 
to  convey  at  once  both  plcafure  and  inftrudion,  parti- 
cularly to  young  minds.  However,  he  pointed  out  one 
paiTage  in  it,  under  the  article  Death,  which,  he  laid, 
is  fuppofed  by  fome  readers  to  recommend  fuicidej 
but,  knowing  your  principles  too  well  to  join  in  this 
opinion,  he  hoped  you  would  favour  the  publiC)  through 
the  channel  of  the  fam4  paper,  with  an  explanation, 
which  will  effeftually  remove  fo  erroneous  an  idea.  The 
paflage  is  as  follows :  •*  To  die,  is  the  fate  of  man ;  but 
to  die  with  lingering  anguilh  is  generally  his  folly." 

I  confefs,  I  have  joined  in  the  wiih  of  the  letter-writer, 
but  have  not  had  the  pleafurc  of  feeing  it  gratified. 
PotCbly  the  letter  has  not  come  to  your  knowledge,  and 
therefore  I  take  this  method  of  acquainting  you  mth  it } 
or  probably  the  paflage,  when  taken  with  the  context, 
lofes  its  exceptionable  appearance.  I  own,  I  do  not  re- 
collect my  having  met  with  it  in  any  of  your  woHcs, 
though  I  cannot  but  fuppc^e  it  ts  to  be  found  there>  and 
on  that  account  you  may  have  thought  it  unnecellary  a> 
ffve  it  any  father  explanation.  Whatever  may  be  the 
caufe  of  your  not  having  taken  any  notice  of  the  letter,  I 
cannot  be  fatisBed  whilft  any  thing,  which  has  the 
£ui£tion  <^  your  name,  even  appears,  uncontroverted, 
to  recommend  fuicide }  whilit  the  acknowledged  fiiend 
of  ReC^cHi  and  Virtue  is  fjppoTed,  uncontradicted,  to 
have  publiihed  any  fentiment  inconfiftent  with  the 
Chtiftian  Rel^on.  I  fliall  ftiU  hope,  therefore,  th«e 
you  will  not  diiok  your  time  out-^ienx  by  pubficly  re- 
moving 
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,  moving  this,  poffibly,  "  ftone  of  fturribling,"  thisj  a) 
it  appears,  "rock  of  offence;"  tfpcciallyasyourfilencc 
may  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  undcr- 
ftand  the  paffage  in  this  very  unfavourable  fenfe :  and  if 
you  Ihall  think  this  deferving  of  your  private  notice,  you 
wUl  thereby  ccmfer  ui  honour,  as  well  as  an  obligation 
on.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  fervant,  &c. 
To  Dr.  Johnfon,  &c. 


LETTER      XXXL 


Sir,  May  ij,   1781. 

BEING  now  in  the  country  in  a  ftate  of  recovery, 
Ss  I  hope,  from  a  very  oppreffive  diforder,  I  cannoC 
Deleft  the  acknowledgment  of  your  Chriftian  letter. 

The  book,  caUed  "  The  Beauties  of  J n,"  is  the 

prpduftion  of  I  know  not  whom;  I  never  iaw  it  but' by 
cafuaJ  infpeaion,  and  confidered  myfeif  as  utterly  dif- 
engaged  from  its  confequences.  Of  the  p^age  you 
mention  I  remember  fome  notice  in  fome  paper ;  but, 
knowing  that  it  muH  be  mi&eprefented,  I  thought  t^  ic 
no  more,  nor  do  I  now  know  where  to  find  it  in  my  own 
books.  I  am  accuftomed  to  think  little  of  news-p^>ers  j 
but  an  opinion  fo  weighty  and  ferious  as  youn  has  de- 
termined 
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termined  me  to  do,  what  I  (hould,  without  yoCir  feafon- ; 
able  admonition,  have  omitted  i  and  I  will  direft  my 
thought  to  be  fliewn  in  its  true  ftate.  If  I  could  find 
the  paffage,  I  would  direA  you  te  it.  I  luppc^e  the 
.tenor  is  this:  '*  Acute  dileafes  are  the  immediate  and 
inevitable  ftrokes  of  Heaven  j  but  of  them  the  pain  is 
Ihort,  and  the  conclufion  fpeedy:  chronical  diforders,  ' 
by  which  we  are  fufpended  in  tedious  torture  between 
life  and  death,  are  commonly  the  eScGt  of  our  own  .mi£- 
conduft  and  intemperance.  To  die,"  &c.  This,  Sir, 
you  fee  is  all  true,  and  all  blamdefs.  I  hope,  Ibme 
time  in  the  next  week,  to  have  all  rectified.  My  health 
has  been  lately  much  fliaken;  if  you  favour  this  inth 
any  anfwcr,  it  will  be  a  comfort  to  me  to  know  that  I 
have  your  prayers. 

I  am,  S I R, 
Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 
To  the  Rev.  Mr.  — — ,  at  Bath. 


LETTER      XXXIL 
To    Dr.    JOHNSON. 

Sir,  Satb,  May  iS,  1783. 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  your  favour 

of  the  [5th;  and  I  am  happy  to  find,  that  you  think 

the  bulinda  on  which  I  wrote  to  you  not  unddemng 

M  m  your 
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your  attention.  The  fentiment,  as  you  have  facfaced 
and  exi^Ded  it,  as  I  doubted  not  would  be  the  caf^ 
u  quite  unexceptionable. 

I  am  g^  to  find  that  you  are  better  than  you  have 
beeni  and  on  the  recovery.  Indeed>  I  fbouH  be  want- 
ing in  gratimde,  as  well  as  benevolence  and  charity,  if 
you  had  not^  in  return  for  the  great  pkaTure  I  have 
Deceived  fitxn  your  writing,  my  bed  wiflies  and  pray- 
ers i  and  particularly,  as  my  laft  and  bcft,  that,  when 
the  period  of  the  prelent  ftate  of  your  exiftence  IbaQ 
approach,  you  nuy  have  a  fhort  and  eafy  paflage  fmm 
tJiis  life  to  that  in  uriiich  good  men  "  reft  froiR'tlKir 
labours,  and  thnr  works  kUknt  them." 
I  am,  S  I  Ht 
With  great  efteem,  your  obliged 

and  obedient  humble  fervant,  &c. 

To  Dr.  Johnfon,  &c. 

The  following  appeared  in  the  Moining  Chronicle 

of  May  29,  1782. 

A  correfpondent  having  mentioned,  in  the  Mcunii^ 
Chronicle  of  Dec.  12,  the  laft  claufe  of  the  following 
paragraph,  as  leaning  to  &vour  fuicidc;  we  arc  ic- 
qucfted  to  print  the  whole  paflage,  that  its  true  mean- 
ing may  appear,  which  is  not  to  recommend  fuicidc, 
but  exercifc. 

"  Exercifc  cannot  fecure  us  &om  that  dl^lution  to 

wluch  we  are  decreed}  but,  while  the  fold  and  body 

continue  united,  it  can  make  the  aflbciadon  pleafii^ 

and  give  probable  hopes  that  they  itudl  be-  d^oined  by 

8  an 
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in  ea(y  feparadrai.  It  was  a  principle  among  the 
ancientS}  chat  aaxedifeafes  are  from  heavm,  and  chroni- 
cal from  ourfelvcsi  the  dart  of  death  indeed  fells  from 
heaven,  but  we  poifbn  it  by  our  own  mifconduft:  to 
die  is  the  fate  of  man ;  but  to  die  with  lingering  anguilh 
u  generally  his  folly."    Vide  Rambler,  vol.  II.  N'Sj. 


LETTER      XXXIII. 

To    Mr.    NICHOLS. 

Sir,   ,  O^.  10,  1782, 

WHILE  I  am  at  Brighthelmftone,  if  you  have 
any  need  of  conlulting  me,  Mr.  Strahan  will  do  us  the 
fevour  to  tranfmic  our  papers  under  his  frank.  I  haw 
looked  (^ten  into  your  "  Anecdotes,"  and  you  will 
hardly  thank  a  lover  of  literary  hito>ry  for  telUng'  you, 
that  he  has  been  informed  and  gratified.  I  wifli  you 
would  add  your  own  diicovcries  and  intelligence  to  thdc 
of  Dr.  Rav^inftMi,  and  undertake  the  Sv|)plemeDt  to 
Wood.    Think  on  it  •. 

I  am,  S  I  R> 
Your  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 

*  b  >  fiibfeqpcat  letter,  dated  Oa.  tS.  Dr.  JolmTon  add*.  « I 

n  wiOt,  Sir,  70a,  could  oboin  (bme  faller  infomutien  of  Joitiiv 

"  Ma^Jnit  nAtia^bf.    Tbeywcnibatwmaifommotftm 

M  m  a 
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LETTER      XXXIv! 

To   THE  Rev,   Mr.   WILSON,   Clitheroe, 
Lancashire. 

Rev,  Sir,  Boh-eourt^  FUet-fireety  London^ 

Dec.  31,  1782. 
T  H  AT  I  have  fo  long  omitted  to  return  you  thanks 
for  the  honour  conferred  upon  me  by  your  Dedication, 
I  entreat  you  with  great  earneftncfs  not  to  confider  it 
as  more  faulty  than  it  is.  A  very  importunate  and  c^ 
preffive  difOTder  has  for  fome  time  debarred  me  from 
the  picafures,  and  obftruited  me  in  the  duties  of  life. 
The  efteem  and  kindnefs  of  wife  and  good  men  is  one 
of  the  lafl:  pleafures  which  I  can  be  content  to  lole ;  and 
gratitude  to  thofe  from  whom  this  plcafure  is  received, 
is  a  duty  of  which  I  hope  never  to  be  reproached  with 
the  final  negleft. 

"  'eminence."  It  irai  in  conlequcnce  of  thii  reqnell  that  I  drew  op 
tbe  ucoaot  of  Tturlby,  which  it  printed  in  the  Magaune  for  April 
17S4,  p.  160;  which  having  been  fhewn  to  Dr.  Johnfon  in  the  flue 
of  a  proof  Iheet,  he  added  to  it  nearly  half  of  what  ii  there  printed. 
The  Dodor't  MS.  it  now  before  me,  and  .begini  widi  "  Wbat  I  on 
«  tell  of  Thirlby,  I  had  from  thofe  who  knew  him ;  I  never  law  him 
"  in  my  life."  Tbe  commnoication  concludes  with  "  Thii  ii  what  I 
"  can  remember."  I  will  take  thii  opponuniiy  of  adding,  that,  on 
iny  (hewing  Dr.  JcJinfan  the  "  Renuuki  on  hit  Ljic  erf"  Miltoa," 
which  were  publilhed  in  8vo.  1780,  he  wrote  on  the  margin  of  p.  14, 
"  In  the  bufinefi  of  Lauder,  I  was  deceived;  partly  by  thinking  the 
"  man  too  frantick  to  be  frandulent.  Of  this  quotation  from  die 
["  Ijterary]  Magazine  ["  a  poitical  iCkLE"],  "  I  was  not  tbe 
'*  author,  I  fancy  it  was  put  in  after  I  had  quitted  that  woik  j  for  I 
"  Dot  only  did  not  write  ii,  but  do  not  remembei  it."    J.  N. 

I  there- 
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I  therefore  now  return  you  thanks  for  the  notice  which 
I  have  received  from  you,   and  which  I  confider  as  , 
giving  to  my  name  not  only  more  bulk,   but  more 
weight;  not  only  as  extending  its  fuperficies,  but  as 
encrealing  its  value. 

Your  book  was  evidently  wanted,  and  will,  I  hope, 
find  its  way  into  the  fchools ;  to  which,  however,  I  do 
not  mean  to  confine  it ;  for  no  man  has  fb  much  flcIU  in 
ancient  rites  and  practices  as  not  to  want  it. 

As  I  fuppofe  myfelf  to  owe  part  of  your  kindnefe  to 
my  excellent  friend  Dr.  Patten,  he  has  likewife  a  juft 
claim  to  my  acknowledgments,  which  I  hope  you,  Sir, 
wU  tranfmit. 

There  will  foon  ippear  a  new  Edition  of  my  Poetical 
Bio^phy.  If  you  will  accept  of  a  copy  to  keep  me 
in  your  mind,  be  pleafed  to  lee  me  know  how  it  may 
be  conveniendy  conveyed  to  you.  The  prefent  is  fmall, 
but  it  is  given  with  good-will  by. 

Reverend  Sir, 
Your  moft  obliged  and  moft  humble  fcrvant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      XXXV, 
To    Mr.    NICHOLS. 

S  I  R,  Jan.  lo,  1783. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  communication  of 

your  account  o(  Hinckley  *.    I  knew  Mr.  Carte  as  one 

*  For  thii  woik  Dr.  Jf^nToii  had  contributed  ferenl  hiati  tovardi 
the  life  of  Anthony  Blackwill.  to  whom,  when  very  young,  he  had 
been  fomc  time  an  ufher  at  MtAet  Bofwonli-fiJioot.  Bladcwall  died 
in  April  1730,  bcfoie  Jobnlbit  was  one  and  onn^.    J>  N. 

M  m  3  of 


)  by  Google 


jjl  LETTERS. 

of  the  Frebendaties  of  LhchAcld>  and  for  ibme  time 
Sum^te  of  the  Chancellor.  Now  I  will  put  you  in  a 
way  of  fliewing  me  more  kindnc6.  I  hare  been  coit- 
fined  by  lUnefs  a  long  time ;  apd  lickncls  and  Iblitude 
make  tedious  evenings.  Cwne  fometimes,  and  fee. 
Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER        XXXVI. 
To    Dr.    TAYLOR. 
Dear.  Sir, 

I T  has  pleafcd  God  by  a  paralytic  ftroke  in  the 
night  to  deprive  me  of  fpccch. 

I  am  very  dcGrous  of  Dr.  Heberden's  afliftance,  as  I 
think  my  cafe  is  not  paft  remedy.  1-^  me  fee  you  as 
foon  as  it  is  poflible.  Bring  Dr.  Hebcrden  with  you, 
if  you  can;  but  come  yourfelf  at  all  events.  I  am  glad 
you  are  fo  well,  when  I  am  fo  dreadfully  attacked. 

I  think  that  by  a  fpcedy  application  of  ftimulancs 
much  may  be  done.  I  queftion  if  a  vomit,  vigcHous 
and  roug^,  would  not  caufe  the  organs  of  fpeech  o 
action.  As  it  is  ux)  early  to  fend,  I  will  oy  to  recoUe& 
what  I  can  that  can  be  fulpedbed  to  have  brou|^t  oo  this 
dreadful  diftrejs. 

Ihm 
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I  have  been  accuftomed  to  bleed  fiequentlj  for  u 

allhmatic  complaint  -,  but  hare  forbom  for  ibme  time 

by  Dr.  Pepyfe's  perfuafion,  who  perceived  my  legs  be- 

g^ning  to  fwell. 

I  fometimes  aUeriate  a  painful,  or  more  pn^>criy  an 
opprelBre  conftrifHon  of  my  cheft  by  opiates>  and  have 
lately  taken  opium  frequendy ;  but  the  lait  or  two  laft 
dmes  in  imaller  quantides.  My  largeft  dofe  U  three 
grains^  and  laft  night  I  todt  but  two. 

You  will  fug^ft  thefe  things,  and  they  are  all  that 
I  can  call  to  mind,  to  Dr.  Heberden. 

I  am,  &c 
>Ki7»  1783-  SAM,  JOHNSON; 


LETTER        XXXVn. 

To   Mr.   A  L  L  E  N. 

Dear  Sir, 
IT  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God  this  mtmiuig  to 
deprive  me  of  the  powers  of  fpeech ;  and  as  I  do  not 
know  but  that  it  mi^t  be  his  fur&er  good  pleafure 
to  deprive  me  foon  of  my  fenfes,  I  requeft  you  will, 
on  the  receipt  of  this  note,  come  to  me,  and  aft  fot 
me,  as  the  exigencies  of  my  cafe  may  require. 
I  «n  fincerdy  your's, 

S.  JOHNSON. 

Mm  4  LETTER 
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-LETTER     XXXVIII. 

To  THE  Rev.  Dr.  TAYLOR,  Ashbourn, 
Dekbvshire. 

.Dear  Sir, 

WHAT  can  be  the  ucafon  that  I  hear  nothing  from 
you  f  I  hope  nothing  difables  you  from  writing.  What 
I  have  feen,  and  what  I  have  felt,  gives  mc  readbn  B> 
fear  every  thing.  Do  not  omit  giving  mc  the  comfort 
^  knowing,  that  after  all  my  iofics  I  have  got  a  friend 
left. 

I  want  eveiT  comfort.  My  life  is  very  folitary  and 
very  chccrlefs.  Tiiough  it  has  pleafcd  God  wonder- 
fiiUy  to  deliver  me  from  the  dropfy :  I  am  yet  very 
weak,  and  have  not  paOTed  the  door  fince  the  13th  of 
December.  I  hope  for  fomc  help  from  warm  weather, 
which  will  furely  come  in  time. 

I  could  not  have  the  confent  of  the  Phyficians  to  go 
to  Church  yefterday ;  I  therefore  received  the  Holy  Sa- 
crament at  home,  in  the  room  where  I  communicaKd 
with  dear  Mrs.  Williams,  a  little  before  her  death.  O, 
my  friend,-  the  approach  of  death  is  very  dreadiul.  I 
am  afraid  to  think  on  that  which  I  know  I  cannot  avoid. 
It  is  vain  (o  look  round  ajid  round,  for  that  help  which 
cannot  be  h^.  Yet,  we  hope  and  hope,  and  fancy  that 
he  who  haj  lived  to-day  may  live  to-morrow.  But  let 
OS  Icanj  to  derive  our  hope  only  from  God. 

la 
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In  the  mean  time>  let  us  be  kind  to  one  anodier.  I 
have  no  friend  now  li^nng  but  you  and  Mr.  HtGtOTf 
that  was  the  friend  of  my  youth.    Do  not  neg^e^ 

Dear  StR> 
Mafitr-Monit^,  Your's  affciHonatdy, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER      XXXIX. 
To  Lord  Chancellor   T  H  U  R  L  O  W. 

My  LoRDi 

AFTER  a  long  and  not  inattentive  oblervation 
on  mankind,  the  generofity  of  your  Lordlhip's  ofier 
raifes  in  me  no  lefs  wonder  than  gratitude.  Bounty 
fo  Uberally  beftowed  I  Ihould  gladly  receive  if  my 
condition  made  it  neceflaiyj  for  to  fuch  a  mind  who 
would  not  be  proud  to  own  his  obligadon  ?  But  it 
hath  pleafed  God  to  reftore  me  to  fuch  a  meafurc  of 
health,  that  if  I  Ihouid  now  appropriate  fo  much  of 
a  fortune  deftined  to  do  good,  I  could  not  efcape 
from  myfelf  the  charge  of  advancing  a  falfe  claim. 
My  journey  to  the  continent,  though  I  once  though 
it  neccflary,  was  never  much  encouraged  by  my  phy- 
ficians,  and  I  was  very  defirous  that  your  Lordfliip 
fhould  be  told  of  it  by  Sir  Jolhua  Reynolds  as  an 
rvent  very  uncertain }  for  if  I  Ihould  grow  much  bet- 
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ter  I  fliovld  not  be  wSRngy  and  if  mudi  irorfi^  I 
Jhould  not  be  able  to  migrate. 

Tour  Lordfliip  was  firft  folicited  without  my  kooW' 
let^ }  but  when  I  was  told  that  you  was  pleafcd  to 
honour  me  wth  your  patronage,  I  did  not  exped  tt> 
bear  of  a  irfufal ;  yet  as  I  have  had  no  long  time  to 
brood  hope,  and  havC  not  rioted  in  imagjnaiy  opu- 
lence, this  cold  reception  has  been  fcarce  a  diiap- 
pcuntmcnt;  and  &om  your  Lordfliip's  kindnefs  I 
have  received  a  benefit  which  men  like  you  are  aUe 
to  be^jw.  I  Ihall  now  live  miii  earuTj  with  a  hig^her 
cfunion  <£  my  own  meric 

I  am,   my  Lord, 

Your  LordHiip's  moll  obliged, 
Moft  grateful. 

And  moft  hunnblc  (ervant, 

S.  JOHNSON. 
To  the  Rig^t  HonotiraUe 
dw  Lord  Chancellor, 
Sept.  1784. 


L    E    T    T    E    R        XL. 

To  Mr.   NICHOLS. 

Stii,  iJtebfi^,  0£l.  ao,  1784. 

WHEN  you  were  here,  you  were  plcafed,  ail  am 

txM,  to  t^nk  my  ablence  an  inconvenience.     I  Ihotdd 

ccitunlyhaTC  been  vwy  glad  to  give  fo  IkiKld  a  Lover 

of 
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of  Andquitin  Any  infiMinadoA  tbaat  my  native  piacct 
of  if^iich  howerer  I  know  noc  inu<:h>  and  have  itafiMt 
to  believe  that  not  much  is  known. 

Though  I  have  not  given  you  any  amuiementt  1  hxrt 
receiv^  amufcment  &om  you.  At  Alhboume,  ^ere 
I  had  very  litde  company,  I  had  the  luck  to  bnrcnr 
"  Mr.  Bowyer*!  Life,"  a  bode  fb  full  of  contemporary 
biftofy,  that  a  literary  man  muft  find  fome  of  Ids  old 
fiiends.  I  thoir^  that  I  could  now  and  dien  have  tdd 
you  fome  hints  worth  your  notice ;  and  perhaps  we  mxf 
talk  a  life  over.  I  hope  we  fhall  be  much  together. 
You  muft  now  be  to  me  what  you  were  before,  and 
what  dear  Mr.  Allen  was  befides.  He  was  taken 
unexpectedly  away>  but  I  think  he  was  a  very  good 
ipan. 

I  have  made  little  progrefi  in  recovery.    I  am  very 
weak,  and  veiy  fleeplds  j  but  I  live  on,  and  hope. 
I  am.   Sir, 

Tour  moft  humble  fenrant^ 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 


LETTER        XU. 
Trt  Mr.  NICHOLS. 

Sis, 

THE  late  learned  Mr.  Swinn>n  <^  Oxford  having 
one  day  remarked  tjuc  oat  man,  meaiuD^  I  fuppofe^ 
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no  man  but  himfelf,  could  aflign  all  the  parts  of  the 
Ancient  UniverTal  Hiftory  to  their  proper  authors ;  at 
the  rccjueft  of  Sir  Robert  Chambers  •,  or  of  myfclf, 
gave  the  account  which  I  now  tranfmit  to  you  in  tus 
own  hand,  bang  witling  drat  of  fo  great  a  work  die 
luftory  ihould  be  known>  and  that  each  wriRr  fhould 
receive  his  due  propomon  of  praifc  from  pofterity. 

I  recommend  to  you  to  preferve  this  fcrap  of  literary 
intellfigence  in  Mr.  Swinton's  own  hand,  or  to  depofit  it 
in  dw  Mufeum,  that  the  veracity  of  this  account  nuy 
never  be  doubud. 

I  am>   Sir, 
Dec.  6,  1784.  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

SAM.  JOHNSON. 

\  Mr.  S n. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Carth^inians. 

■  i   ■i.ii     «i  ■  ■  ■'■  Numidians. 


-  Mauritanians. 

-  Gxtulians. 


-  Garamantes. 

-  Melano  Ga^tullans. 

-  -Nigiitse. 

-  Cyrenaica. 

-  Marmarica.    -  -  . 

-  The  Reg^o  Syrtica. 

-  Tur1ts>  Tartars,  and  Moguls. 

-  Indians. 

-  Chinefe. 


*  Nov  a  Judge  in  India. 
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The  Hiftory  of  the  Diffirtation  on  the  Peopling  of 
America. 

—'■■■'- — — --  on  the  Indepoidenqr  o£ 

the  Arabs. 
The  Cofmc^ny,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  hiitory  imme- 
diately following.    By  Mr.  Sale. 
To  the  Birth  of  Abraham.    ChieHy  by  Mr.  Shelvock. 
Hiitory  of  the  Jews,  Gauls,  and  Spaniards.  .  By  Mr. 

Plalmanazar. 
Xenophon's  Retreat.    By  the  fame. 
Hiftory  of  the  Perfians,  and  the  Conftantinopolitan  Em- 
pire.   By  Dr.  Campbell. 
Hiftory  of  the  Romans.    By  Mr.  Bower. 


EPITAPHS. 

At    LITCHFIELD. 

H.    S.    E. 

Michael   Johmsoh. 

VIR  impavidus  conftans,  animofus,  periculorum  im- 
memor,  labonim  patientiflimus ;  fiducia  Chtiftiana  for- 
tis,  fervidufquc;  PaterfemiliasjtpprimJftrenuusj  Bibli- 
opola  admodum  peritus ;  mente  et  libris  et  negodis  ex- 
cultaj  anjmb  iu  firmo,  ut,  rebus  adverfis  diu  confiic- 
tatus,  nee  Gbi  nee  fuis  defiierlt :  Lingua  fie  temperata, 
ut  ei  nihil  quod  aures  vel  pias  vel  caftas  IxTiflet,  aut  do- 
lor vel  voluptas  unquam  exprefierit. 

Natus  Cubleiz  in  agro  Derbienfi,   anno   mdclvi, 

cd>ijt  MDCCXXXI. 

Appoliti 
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Appolita  ctt  Sara  Conjux. 

AntSqua  Fordorum  gcntc  orjunda :  quatn  domi  fe- 
dulam>  foris  paucU  notam ;  nuUi  moleftmi,  mentis  acu- 
mine  ct  judicii  fubtilitace  prxcellentem ;  aliis  midtum, 
iibi  panim  indulgentcm :  ^termtad  femper  attentam, 
omne  fere  Virtuiis  nomen  conunendavit. 

Nata  Nortcmbe  Regis,    in   agio  Varvicenfi,   anno 

MDCLXIX  ;   obijt  MDCCLIX. 

Cum  Nathanaele  Ulorura  lilio,  qui  natus  uDccxrr, 
cum  vires  ec  animi  et  corporis  multa  poUicerentuT}  anno 
UDCcxxxvir,  vitam  brerem  pla  morte  finivic 


In   BROMLEY    CHURCH. 

Hie  conduntur  rdiquice 

Elizabcthab 

Aotiqua  Jarvisiorvu  genn 

Feadin^,  apud  Leiceftrenefs,  oita&i 

FormoG^  cultas,  ingenioGe,  pij&j 

Uxtu'isj  primis  nupuis,  Hekrici  Porter, 

fecundis>  Samuelis  Johnsoh, 

Qui  mulcum  amatam,  diuquc  dcBecam, 

Hoc  lapide  conttxlt. 

Obtjc  Ltmdini,  menfe  Mart. 

A.  D.  MDCCUII. 
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Im   WATFORD    CHURCH. 

lo  the  vault  below  are  depolited  the  remains  of 

Jane  'Bill,  wife  of  John  Bell,  Efq; 

who  in  the  fifty  third  year  of  her  age, 

furrounded  with  many  worldly  bleflSngs* 

heard,  with  fortitude  and  compofure  truly  giea^ 

the  horrible  malady,  which  had  for  Tome  time  begun  to 

afflift  her, 

pronounced  incurable  i 

and  for  more  than  three  years, 

endured  with  paaenct  and  concealed  with  decency, 

the  daily  tortures  of  gradual  death  j 

continued  to  divide  the  hours  not  allotted  to  devotion, 

between  the  cares  of  her  family,  and  the  convcrft  of 

her  friends } 

rewarded  the  attendance  of  duty, 

and  acknowledged  the  offices  of  affeftion; 

and  while  ihe  endeavoured  to  allevi&te  by  chearfiilnefi, 

her  hun>aod's  fufierings  and  {brrows, 

increa&d  them  by  her  gratitude  for  his  carc^ 

and  her  follcitude  for  his  quiet. 

To  the  teftimony  of  thefe  virtues, 

more  highly  honoured  as  more  familiarly  known, 

this  monument  is  ere£^  by 

John  Bell  *. 


*  Sbe  died  in  OQo\m,  1771. 

In 
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Im  stretham  church. 

Juxca  fepulca  eft  Hbstxra  Maria 

Thomse  Cotton  de  Combermere  baronetti  CeftrienGs  filia, 

Johannis  Saluftjury  armigcri  Flinticnfis  uxor 

Forma  felix,  felix  ingenio; 

Omnibus  jucunda,  fuonun  amantiSima. 

Lingui§  artibufque  ita  exculta 

Ut  loquenti  nunquam  deeflent 

Scrmonis  ninr,  fentendarum  Aofculi> 

Sapicnriae  grayitas,  leponim  ^atia : 

Modum  fervandi  adeo  perita, 

Ut  domeftica  inter  negoda  literis  obleftaretur. 

Literarum  inter  deUcias>  rem  familiarem  fedulo  curam, 

Multis  illi  multos  annos  precantibus  - 

diri    carcinomatis    veneno     contabuit,"] 

nexibus  que  vitie  pauladm  rcfoluos, 
e  teriis — meliora    Iperans— emigravU. 
Nata  1707.    Nupta  1739.    Obiit  1773. 

Faraphrafed  by  Mr.  Murphy. 

Near  this  place 

are  depofited  the  remains  of 

Hefter  Maria, 

tiw  Daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Cotton,  of  Combermere 

in  the  county  Cheftiirej  Bart,  the  wife  of 

John  Salufbury, 

of  the  county  of  FUnt,  Efquire.    She  was  bom  in  the 

year  1707,  married  in  1739,  and  died  in  1773. 

Aplcafing 
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A  pleafing  form,  where  every  gractf  combin'd. 
With  genius  bkft,  a  pure  enlighten'd  mind } 
Benevolence  on  all  that  fmiles  bdtow'd, 
A  heart  that  for  her  friends  with  love  o'erflow'd : 
In  language  fkill'di  by  fcience  fbrm'd  to  plcafei 
Her  mirth  was  wit,  her  gravity-was  eale. 
Graceful  in  all,  the  haf)py  mein  ttnc  knew, 
"Which  e'en  to  virtue  gives  the  limits  due ; 
Whatc'cr  employ'd  her,  that  Ihe  iecm'd  to  chufe. 
Her  houfe,  her  friends^  her  buAnels,  or  the  Mufe. 
Admir'd  and  lov'd,  the  theme  of  general  pr«ft. 
All  to  fuch  virtue  wilh'd  a  length  of  days : 
But  fad  reverfe  I  with  flow  confuming  pains, 
Th'  onvenom'd  cancer  rcvcU'd  in  her  veins ; 
Prey'd  on  her  fpirits— 'ftolc  each  power  awayj 
Gradual  (he  funk,  yet  fmiling  in  decay : 
She  fmil'd  in  hope,  by  fore  affliflions  try'd. 
And  io  that  hope  the  pious  Chriftian  died. 


Ik    WESTMINSTER    ABBEY. 

Olivarii  Goldfmith, 

Poet*,  Phyfici,  Hiftorici, 

Qui  nullum  fere  fcribcndi  genus 

Non  tetigit 

Nullum  quod  tetigit  non  ornavit: 

Sivc  rilus  eflent  movendi, 

Sive  lacrima:, 

Afitftuum  potens  at  lenis  dominator :  . 

N  n  Ingenio' 
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Ingenio  fuMmis,  viTidus,  verftnlis, 

Oradone  gnndisi  niddus,  venuftua : ' 

Hoc  monumcnto  memoriam  cohiit 

SodaUum  amoTi 

Amicomm   fides, 

Lc£^»\im  vcncnatio. 

''ijfEIBniz  in  Hibenua  nanis  udccxxix. 

.    EUahz  litcxis  inflirutus : 

JLtoitlini  Obiit  hdcclxxiv. 


In    S  tret  ham    CHURCH. 

Hie  conditur  qtiod  reliquum  eft 

Henrici  Thrale, 

Qui  res  feu  civilcs,  feu  domefticas,  ita  e^t, 

Ut  ptam  illi  longiorem  inulti  optarent, 

lea  facnu, 

Ut  quam  brevem  effet  habiturus  prxfcire  videretur; 

Simplex,  apertus,  fibique  femper  fimilis, 

Nihil  oftentavit  aut  arte  fiftum,  aut  cura 

elaboratam. 

In  fenatUi  Reg^  patrixque 

Fidcliter  ftuduit; 

Vulgi  obftrcpentis  contempor  animofus, 

Domi  inter  mille  mercatur£  oegotia 

Literarum  elegannam  mininic  negkxit. 

Amicis  quocunque  inodo  taborandbus, 

Coaciliis*  audoritate,  muneribus,  adfiuc 

Inter 
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Inter  familiares,  comiKs,  convivas,  hofpites. 

Tarn  &cili  fuit  morum  fuavkate 

Ut  omnium  animos  ad  fe  allicerec; 

Tam  felici  fermonis  liberute> 

Ut  nulli  adulatus,  omnibvjs  placeret. 

Natus  1724-    Obiit  178 1. 

Confortes  tumuli  habet  Rodolphum  patrem,  ftrcouum 

fortemque  vinim,  et  Henricum  iiUum  unicum  quern 

fpci  parentum  mors  inopina  decenncm  jworipuit. 

lu 

Domiis  feUx  et  opulenta  quam  erexit 

Avus  auxitque  pater  cum  nepote  decidit. 

Abi  Viator 

Et  vicibus.rerum  humanarum.pcr^)eftis, 

^ternitacem  cogita! 


POEMS. 

Tranflation  of  Dryden's  Epigram  on  Miltok* 

Quos  laudct  vates,  Graecus,  Romanus,  et  Anglua, 
Tres  tria  temporibus  fecla  dcdere  fuis. 
Subhme  ingenium  Gnccus  i  Romanus  habebat 
Carmen  grande  fonans}  An^us  utrumque  tulic 
Nil  majus  Natura  capit:  clarare  priores 
Qua:  potuere  duos  teraus  unus  h^iet. 

N  n  a  E  P  U 
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EPILOGUE    TO   THE    CARMErJ 
SECULARE   OP    HORACE. 

■   Performed  at  Freemason's-Hall. 

QXJJE  faufta  Romje  dbdt  Horatius, 
Hxc  fauita  vobis  dicimus>  Anglle 
Opes,  mumphos,  ec  fubafH 
Imperium  pclagi  prccantes, 

SUCH  ftruns  as,  mingled  nidi  die  lyrcp 
Could  Rome  widi  future  greatneO  fire. 
Ye  ions  of  England^  de^  to  hear. 
Nor  think  our  wilhes  lels  fincere. 

May  ye  the  varied  bleflings  fliarc 
Of  plenteous  peace  and  profp'rous  warj 
And  o'er  the  globe  extend  your  rei^> 
Unbounded  mailers  of  the  main. 


Tranflatlon  of  a  Welch  Epitaph  (in  HsKt 
Bert's  Travels)  on  Prince  Madock. 

INCLYTUS  hie  hxres  magni  requiefcit  Ocni> 
Confeflas  lantum  mente  manuqne  pattern  j 
Servilem  tuti  cultum  contempfit  agelli, 
£c  petiic  terras  per  frcta  longa  novas. 

ODE 
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ODE    TO    FRIENDSHIP*. 

/    Eriendlliip,  peculiar  ^fc  of  heaven> 
The  noble  mind's  ddig^  and  pride. 
To  Men  and  Angels  c»ily  given. 
To  all  the  bwer  world  deny'd : 

I    While  love,  unknown  among  the  blcft. 
Parent  of  rage  and  hot  defircs. 
The  human  and  the  lavage  brcaft 

Inflames  alike  with  equal  fires.  '. 

■j    With  bright  but  oft  deftniffive  gleam. 

Alike  o'er  all  his  lightnings  fly, 
Thy  lambent  glories  only  beam 

Around  the  fav'rites  of  the  Iky. 
Thy  gende  flows  of  guiltlefs  joys 

On  fools  and  villains  ne'er  dejcend ;  . , 

In  vwn  for  thee  the  monarch  fighs  ■    : 

And  hugs  a  flatt'rer  for  a  friend.  ...  , 

When  virtues  kindred  virtues  meet. 

And  fitter  fouls  together  join,  ■ 

Thy  pleafures,  permanent  as  great,. 
Are  all  tranfportlng,  all  divine. 

Oh !  fliall  thy  flames  then  ceafc  to  glow 
When  fouls  to  happier  climes  remove  ? 

What  r^s'd  our  virtue  here  below. 
Shall  ud  our  h^ppinefs  above, 

*  flrft  printed  in  the  GcnL  Mag.  1743.  AftermniU  in  Mn.  WII- 
Sams's  Mifceltanica,  and  again  in  dte  Gent.  M)%.  I78jt  with  Dr. 
.  Jobalaa'a  name  annexed. 

N  n  3  Scheme 
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Scheme  for  the  Classes  of  a  Grammar  School. 

WHEN  the  introduftion,  or  formation  of  nouns 

and  verbs,  is  perfeftly  maAered,  lee  them  ieam 

■^      CorderixiS  by  Mr.  Clarke,  beginning  at  the  fame  time 

to  tranHate  oiic  of  the  introdu^on,  diat  by  this  means 

they  may  learn  the  fyntax.    Then  let  them  proceed  to, 

')        Erafmus,  with  an  Engjifli  tranfladon,  by  die  Ikme 

'  author. 
1.^       Clals  II.  Leams  Eutrppius  and  Cornelius  Nepos,  or 

Juitin,  with  the  tranflation. 

■>      N.,  B.  The  firft  clafi  gets  for  their  part  every  mom- 

'  ing  the  rules  which  they  have  learned  before,  and  in  the 

afternoon  leams  the  Latin  rules  of  the  nouns  and  verbs. 

^      They  are  examined  in  the  rules  which  they  havt  learned 

every  Thurfday  and  Saturday. 
7    .  The  fecond  clafs  doth  the  fame  whilft  they  are  in  Eu- 
ft-q)ius ;  afterwards  their  part  is  in  the  irregular  nouns 
and  verbs,  and  tn  the  rules  for  making  and  (canning 
'  verfes.     They  are  examined  as  the  firft. 
V       Ckfe  in.  Ovid's  Metamorphofcs  in  the  morning,  and 

Ca£&r's  Commentaries  in  the  afternoon. 
'^1        Part  is  in  rfie  Latin  rules  till  they  are  perfeft.in  them, 
afterwards  in  Mr.  Leeds's  Greek  Grammar.    Examined 
as  before. 

Afterwards  they  proceed  to  Virgil,  beginning  at  the 
fame  time  to  write  themes  and  verfes,  and  to  learn 
Greek  j  froni  thence  pafling  on  to  Horace,  &c.  as  Oiall 
feem  moft  proper. 

8  'I  knoW 
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I  know  not  well  what  books  to  dlreft  ^u  to,  becaufe  // 
jou  have  not  infonncd  me  what  ftudy  you  will  apply 
yourfdf  to.  1  believe  it  will  be  moft  fra-  your  advan- 
tage to  api^y  yourfelf  wholly  to  the  languages*  till  you 
go  to  the  Univerfity,  The  Greek  authors  1  think  it 
beft  fw  you  tt>  read  are  thefc : 
Cebes, 
iElian. 


Lucian  by  Leeds.      ^^""^^ 

Xeoof^n. 

H(mier.  Ionic. 

Theocritus,     .  Dotic. 

Euripides.  Atric  and  Dwic. 

Thus  you  will  be  tolerably  flailed  in  all  the  dlaleds,  fZ 
begging  widi  the  Attic,  to  which  the  reft  mufl:  be 
reftned. 

In  die  ftudy  of  Latin,    it  b  proper  not  to  read  the    * 
iMer  authors,  till  you  are  wdl  verfed  in  thofc  of  the 
pureft  ages  J  as,^erence,  TuUy,  Csefar,  Sallufl^  NepM^ 
Velkius  Paterculus,  Virg^Ii  Horace,  Fhxdnis. 

Thegreateft  and  moft  neceflary  taik  ftill  renuuns,  to  ':.>- 
attidn  a  habit  of  expreflion,  without  which  knowledge 
is  of  little  ufe'.     This  is  neceflary  in  Latin,  and  more 
neceflary  in  Englifh  /  and  can  only  be  acquired  by  a 
daily  imitation  of  the  beft  and  correfteft  authcffS. 


Nn  4 
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Genikal  Rb-les  tiC  the  Essex-Head  Clui, 
commenced  the  loth  of  December^  1783. 

"  To  d^  deep  AongtiO  with  me  refolve  to  dxaA 

**  la  ninb— which  aiier  no  npeadng  dnwt."         Mi  lTox> 

I.  THE  Club  ihall  confift  of  twenty-four  members. 
The  meetings  fliall  be  on  the  Monday,  Wednefday  *, 
and  Saturda/i  of  every  week;  but  on  the  wetk  h^on 
Eafier-itrf  there  {ball  be  no  meeting. 

II.  Every  member  is  at  liberty  to  introduce  a  friend 
once  in  a  weeki  but  not  oftner.    . 

III.  Two  members  Ihall  oblige  themfelves  to  attend 
in  their  turn  every  night  from  eight  to  ten  o'clock,  or 
procure  two  to  attend  in  their  room. 

IV.  Every  member  prefent  at  the  Club  IhaH  fpend  at 
leaft  fix-fence  j  and  every  man  who  ftays  away,  fliall  fiir- 
feit  three-fence. 

V.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  (hall  keep  an  account  of 
the  abferit  members,  and  deliver  to  the  prefident  of  the 
night  a  lift  of  the  forfeits  incurred, 

VI.  When  any  member  returns  after  abfcncc,  he 
fliall  immediately  lay  down  his  forfeits  j  which  if  be 
omits  to  do,  the  prefident  fliall  require  them  of  him. 

VII.  There  fhall  be  no  general  reckoning,  but  every 
member  fliall  adjuft  his  own  expenCes. 

VIII.  The  night  of  indifpenfible  attendance  will  come 
to  every  member  once  a  mondi.  Whoever  fliall  for 
three  months  together  omit  to  attend  himfclf,  or  by  fub.. 

*  Several  of  the  membcn  being  fcllowi  kX  the  R071I  Socict}-.  tfiii 
night  vv  aTcenvardt  charged  to  llmrlib^^  for  theii  convenicace^ 

fittutioa 
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iBtution— nor  fhall  make  any  apology  on  the  founli 
month,  fliall  be  conOdered  as  having  abdicated  the  Club. 

IX.  When  a  vacancy  is  to  be  fiUed,  the  name  of  the 
candidate}  and  of  the  member  recommending  him,  fliall 
ftand  in' the  Chib-room  three  nights:  on  the  fourth  he 
may  be  chofen  by  ballot,  fix  members  at  leaft  being 
prefent,  and  two-thirds  of  the  ballot  being  in  his  favour, 
or  the  majority,  Ihould  tho  numbers  not  be  divifibte  bj  ■ 
three, 

X.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  Ihall  give  noace,  fix 
days  before,  to  ea^  .of  thpfe  members  ^ole  turn  of 
neceflary  attendance  is  come. 

The  notice  may  be  in  thefe  w(»ds :  [  "  Sir,  On        ■ 

•*  the '—  of   wll  be  your  turn  of  prefuKng  at 

**  the  Eflex-head ;  your  company  is  therefore  eamefl^ 
"  requefted."] 

One  penny  Ihall  be  left  by  each  member  for  the  wuter. 

Nightly  Rulbs  of  the  Essex-Head  Club. 

I.  The  prelident  will  coUef):  feven-penca  from  each 
member  at  his  entrance,  marking  his  attendance  thus  >  a 
itnd  three-fence  for  every  preceding  night  which  is  noc 
marked  agwift  his  name  in  the  book  thus  "V . 

n.  The  forfeits  to  be  p«d  over  to  the  landkird.  The 
fcven-pence  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  each  member'* 
diflinft  reckoning. 

III.  Two  letters  of  notice  are  to  be  fbrwvded  each 
night,  by  the  Penny-poft,  to  the  prclidents  of  that  day 
feven-night,  as  by  lift  of  the  members* 

IV.  When  the  forfints  are  paid,  th^  Ihould  be  noted 
in  die  book  thus  Vi . 

LETTER 
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nPHERE  arc  few  nations  in  dieworld,  more  talked 
'■*■  of,  or  Ids  known,  than  the  (3^^e,  The  con- 
fufed  and  imperfcdl  account  -which  travellers  hare  given 
of  their  grandeur,  their  fciences  and  dieir  p(^i<7,  have 
hitherto  excited  admiration,  but  have  not  been  iiiffident 
to  fatisfy  evea  a  fuperfidai  curiofity.  1  therefore  return 
jrou  my  thanks  Tot  having  undertaken,  at  fo  great  an 
expence,  to  ctrnvey  to  pt^fi>  readers  die  moft  c<^uotis 
and  accurate- account,  yet  pablilhcd,  of  that  remote 
4nd  cek^rated  people>  whofe  antiquity,  magnificence, 
power,  wUdom,  peculiar  cuftoms,  and  excellent  confti- 
tuti<Hi,  undoubtedly  deferve  the  attention  of  die  puUic. 

As  the  fatis&ftioD  found  in  reading' delcriptions  of 
dtftant  countries  arifes  from  a  cbmparifon  which  every 
reader  naturally  makes,  between  the  ideas  which  he  re- 
ceives from  the  relation,  and  thofe  which  were  fiuniliar 
K>  him  bdwe ;  or,  in  other  words,  between  the  coun- 
tries with  which  he  is  atquunted,  and  that  which  the 

authw 
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ttuthor  dHplx]^  to  his  imagination ;  fo  it  vanes  accord- 
ing tb  the  likened  or  diffimiHcudc  of  the  manners  of  die 
two  nations.  Anycuftom  or  law  unheard  and  undioug^ 
of  before,  ftrikes  us  mth  ^Aaxjurptize  which  is  the  efied 
of  novdty;  hat  a  praftice  conformable  to  our  own 
pkafes  us,  bccaufe  it  flatters  our  fclf-love,  by  ftiomng 
us  that  our  opinions  ore  apfsoved  by  the  generid  con- 
currence of  mankind.  Of  thefe  two  pleafures,  the  iirit 
is  more  violent,  the  other  more  lafl:ing ;  the  firft  fema 
to  partake  more  of  inltin^t  than  reaf(Hi>  and  is  not  eafilf 
to  be  exfd^uned,  or  defined  j  the  latter  has  its  foun<la- 
U(Hi  in  good  fcnle  and  reflection,  and  evidently  depends 
on  the  fame  princijries  irith  moft  human  paflions. 

An  attendve  reader  will  frequendy  feel  each  of  thefe 
3(greeaUe  emotions  iii  the  perufal  of  Du  HaUe.  He 
wiH  find  a  calm,  peacefiil  fatisfa^icsi,  i^hen  he  reads 
the  moral  precepts,  and  wife  inftru£lions  of  -die  Chis^ 
fi^es  J  he  will  find  that  virtue  is  in  every  place  the  lami^ 
and  wilt  look  with  new  contempt  on  thofe  wild  reafoners, 
irfio  affirm  that  morality  is  merely  ideal,'  and  that  thff 
diftinftions  between  good  and  iU  are  wholly  chimerical 
-  But  he  will  enjoy  all  the  pleafure  that  novelty  can 
a&rd,  when  he  becomes  acquunted  with  the  Chine^ 
govetnifient  and  conftitudon ;  he  mil  be  amazed  to  find 
that  there  is  a  country  where  nobility  and  knowledge 
ire  the  lame,  where  men  advance  in  rank  as  they  ad- 
vance in  learning,  and  promotion  is  the  effefl:  of  vir- 
tuous induftry,  where  no  man  thinks  ignorance  a  mark 
of  g^TJtnels,  <x  lazinefs  the  privilege  of  high  birth. 

His  fiirpife  will  be  fBll  heightoied  by  the  relations 
fce  will  there  mete  with  of  honell  miniflxrs,  who,  how- 
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era-  incredible  it  may  feem,  hitve  been  ieen  more  tfaia 
once  in  that  monarchy^  and  have  adrenturcd  to  admo- 
nifh  the  emperors  of  any  deviation  &om  the  laws  of 
ibeir  country,  or  any  emir  in  their  condu^  diat  hn 
endangered  either  th«r  own  lafety,  or  the  hapfineh  cf 
tfinr  people.  He  -mH  read  of  emperors,  who,  wlien 
Qtej  have  been  addreffiul  in  this-  manner,  hare  neither 
fiormed,  nor  threatened,  nor  kicked  their  miniflxrs.  nor 
dunight  it  majeftic  to  be  c^ftinate  in  the  wrong :  but 
have,  mth  a  greatness  of  mind  worthy  of  a  Chrufi 
monarch,  brou^t  dieir  actions  willingly  to  the  teft  c^ 
reafon,  law,  and  morality,  and  fcomed  to  exert  their 
power  in  defence  of  that  which  they  could  not  fup- 
port  by  argument. 

I  mufl  confe&  my  wonder  at  thefe  relations  was  very 
g^^at,  and  had  been  much  greater,  had  I  not  often  en- 
KTtained  my  imaginadon  with  an  Inflance  of  the  like 
Condu&  in  a  prince  of  Englmidy  on  an  occafion  that  h*^ 
pened  not  quite  a  century  ago,  ^^nd  whith  I  ihall  idatt^ 
that  fo  remarkable  an  example  of  Ipirit  and  fimonefi  ia 
a  fubjed,  and  of  conviction  and  compliance  in  a  {Mince* 
may  net  be  fei^tten.  And  I  hope  you  mil  look  optui 
this  letter  as  intended  to  do  honour  to  my  country* 
and  not  to  ferve  your  intereft  by  proraotiDg  ytnir  under^ 
taking. 

The  prince,  at  the  chriflenlng  of  his  firft  fon,  had 
appointed  a  noMe  duke  to  ftand  as  proxy  for  the  ftdicr 
erf"  the  princcls,  without  regard  to  the  claim  of  a  marquis, 
(heir  apparent  to  a  higher  title)  to  whom,  as  kud  of 
die  bed-chamber  then  in  waiting,  that  hcHiour  ^rofcAf 
belonged.— -» The  marquis  was  wfa(^  unacquainted 
6  mth 
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widi  the  affwr,  till  he  heard  at  dinner  the  dukc'i  health 
drank  by  the  name  of  the  prince  he  was  that  evening 
to  itprefent.  This  he  took  an  opportunity  after  dinner 
of  enquiring  the  reafon  of,  and  was  informed  by  the 
prince's  treafurer  of  his  highnefs's  intention.  The  mar- 
<iui3  immediately  declared,  that  he  thought  his  right  in- 
vaded, and  his  honour  injured,  which  he  could  not  bear 
without  requiring  latisfa£tion  fi-om  the  ufurper  of  his 
privileges  i  nor  would  he  longer  ierve  a  prince  who  paid 
no  re^ud  to  his  lawfiil  pretenfions.  The  treafurer 
could  not  deny  that  the  marquis's  claim  was  incontcf- 
t;^le,  and  by  his  permifHon  acquainted  the  prince  with 
his  refoluDon.  The  prince  thereupon  fending  for  the 
maiquis,  dennanded,  with  a  refencful  and  imperious  air> 
how  he  coukl  ditpute  hb  commands,  and  by  what  au- 
thority he  prefumed  to  controul  him  in  the  tnanage- 
Aicnt  of  his  own  family,  and  the  chrillening  of  his  own 
fon.  The  marquis  anfwered,  that  he  did  not  encroach 
upon  the  prince's  right,  but  only  defended  his  own : 
that  he  thought  his  honour  concerned,  and  as  he  was  a 
young  man,  would  not  enter  the  world  with  the  lofs  of 
his  reputation.  The  prince,  exalperated  to  a  very  high 
degree,  repeated  his  commands ;  but  the  marquis,  with 
a  fpirit  and  fir^[jiicfs  not  to  be  dcprcffed  or  fliaken, 
perfifted  in  his  determinauon  to  aflert  his  claim,  and  . 
concluded  with  declaring  that  he  woul(i  do  himfelf  the 
juftice  diat  was  detricd  him,  and  that  not  the  prince  him- 
felf fliould  trample  <m  hi*  charafter.  He  was  then  or- 
dered to  withdraw,  and  the  duke  coming  to  him,  af- 
fured  him,  that  the  honour  was  offered  him  unafkcd ; 
iiM  when  he  accepted  it,  he  was  not  informed  of  his 

brd- 
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]ordOiip's  clum,  and  that  now  he  vnywiinng^  rcfigncd 
it.  The  marquis  very  gracefully  acknowledged  the  ci- 
yflity  of  the  duke's  expreffions,  and  declared  himftlf  la- 
tisfied  with  his  grace's  conduft  j  but  thought  it-  incon- 
fiftent  with  his  honour  to  accept  the  reprefentadon  as  a 
ceflion  of  the  duke,  or  on  any  other  terms  than  as  his 
own  acknowledged  right.  The  prince,  being  informed 
of  the  whole  converiation,  and  having  upon  enquiry 
found  all  the  precedents  on  the  marquis's  fide,  thought 
k  below  his  dignity  to  perfift  in  an  error,  and  reftonng 
the  marquis  to  his  rig^t  upon  his  own  coiiditions,  con- 
.ftDUed  him  in  his  fiivour,  believing  that  he  mig^t  &fcly" 
truft  his  afl^irs  in  the  hands  of  a  man^  who  had  (b  nice 
•  fenfe  (^  honour,  and  fo  much  fpirit  to  aSSbct  it. 
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